COUGARS BRING HAPPINESS TO ORPHANS

Nothing will put a smile on a soldiers face quicker than little kids, even in a hostile environment were the enemy could be just around the corner.  The soldiers of 2nd Squadron, 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment at Camp Marlboro never pass up a chance to make life just a little bit easier for some of the less fortunate Iraqi children.  Last week these soldiers visited Al-Rhama’s House for Orphans were they have made lots of little friends.

The orphanage is a privately run organization, which takes care of approximately 53 girls and boys ranging from the ages of 5-19 years old.  “ Most of these children either have no father or no family at all and would be living on the streets if it were not for the orphanage” states an Army Chaplain.  The soldiers were told of the orphanage by a soccer coach in Sadr City where some of the “Cougars” took it upon themselves to collect supplies to give to the kids.  Most of the supplies given to the children came from the United States where friends and families of the soldiers at Camp Marlboro live.  

The supplies given to the children at the orphanage ranged from school supplies to new shoes and toys.  The soldiers delivering the packages to the children were by no means strangers at the orphanage.  Almost a month earlier on Christmas Day, Chaplain Stuart coordinated a toy drop at the orphanage where most of the kids were surprised to meet the soldiers.  This time around the kids were “extremely excited to see us again” according to Chaplain Stuart who plans to continue the new relationship they have built with the children at Al-Rhama’s House for Orphans.

