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Opening ceremonies for the first annual Sadr City soccer tournament sponsored by the IPF commenced on 19 February with an exceptional crowd.  Many young kids of the city as well as adults and city officials were in attendance for the ceremony and the opening game.  Special guests at the opening ceremony were COL Aumaran Moruf, Sadr City Police Chief, LTC Hoffman, Coalition Commander for Sadr City, and the minister for the Ministry of Sports and Youth.  The soccer tournament was sponsored by the IPF under the guidance of COL Moruf and organized by Mr. Khadim Saddam Munshid who did a magnificent job of putting together the teams and organizing the tournament.  The Coalition provided funding for the teams to purchase new uniforms and much needed equipment.  

The tournament consists of twenty local Sadr City teams competing in a series of games played on various soccer fields within the city.  The tournament should last a couple of weeks culminating in a championship game in which the top two teams will compete for the first place trophy.  The tournament is a positive note for Sadr City, which boasts a large number of soccer teams and outstanding players.

The Coalition is “honored to support the youth of Sadr City” stated LTC Hoffman in his opening ceremony address to the players and the spectators present at the opening game.  The Coalition provided new uniforms and shoes to many of the teams playing in the tournament.  There has also been a large supply of soccer balls donated by Nike, which the Coalition is distributing to as many soccer organizations as possible.  

