The Squadron has been busy with Operation Iron Hammer. We have been conducting significant raids and other offensive operations against the former regime over the past two weeks. Some of these operations have been successful with us capturing arms and munitions, although some have turned up nothing. Every move we make helps in eliminating the threat here. We continue to secure the District Advisory Council building in the center of town as well as conduct our secutity patrols. The troops have reacted to numerous improvised explosive devices and with their training have managed to ensure we get either Iraqi EOD or Army EOD on site to defuse the devices. All the TCB's are working with our Iraqi Civil Defense Corps soldiers that we trained. We have found out they work great for crowd control and in helping us during operations when we must deal with the Iraqi population for a significant period of time. 

The weather is cooling down, but generally it has been pleasant during the day. We are serving lunch at Camp Marlboro now. This has been a great change for everyone and a big plus. We are currently working on improving the armor on our Humvee's, and we continue to implement this upgrade. Though this is still in the initial stages, I will keep you posted as to the progress we are making. The Quartermaster laundry team with showers I told you about previously is scheduled to be on the camp within a week. 

Your packages for the holidays are starting to arrive, by the truck loads. This is great for everyone here, and soon I am sure holiday decorations will start showing up around the camp. We had a huge wind storm a couple of days ago, so some may have lost Internet contact with their trooper for a couple of days, but the satallite dish was repaired or realigned and is now operational again. We held a small Veterans Day ceremony here on the 11th with those in the Squadron who were not pulling security, everyone did a great job putting it together.

Please send your Christmas cards early, and thanks again for all you do for us.
