It’s hard to believe that October has already passed.  October marked the sixth month that 4th Squadron has been deployed.  The weather has started to cool down which was a welcome relief from the summer heat.  The Squadron conducted aerial gunnery this month at Butler range.  We also held a Spur Ride as well as a Spur dinner.  The first soldiers returned from their well-deserved environmental leave.  Despite all of this going on 4th Squadron has continued to conduct combat operations 24 hours a day 7 days a week in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

October has brought with it cooler temperatures.  With the cooler temperatures the Mosquitoes have decided to revisit us as well.  We also got to experience our first rain in country.  Many of the troops are taking advantage of this cool weather by conducting their Army Physical Fitness Test.

Aerial Gunnery went extremely well.  The Squadron demonstrated its ability to successfully conduct two missions at once.  While continuing our normal mission support the squadron conducted aerial gunnery without missing a beat.  The OH-58D crews qualified tables III, IV, VII, and VIII..  The UH-60’s conducted door gunnery.  LTC Beckinger and the CSM Marin both participated in the UH-60 door gunnery.

The Spur ride went extremely well.  The day began at 0630 for the first Squadron run in country.  At 0930 we held an awards ceremony where the first Air Medals were awarded.  Immediately following the awards ceremony the Spur Ride began. More than 150 soldiers participated in the Spur Ride.  The day ended with a Spur Dinner, 250 soldiers were at the spur dinner.

The first soldiers returned from environmental leave this month rested and ready to return to duty.  Members of the squadron continue to take trips to Babylon for tours of the ancient ruins bi-weekly.  Our first soldiers took advantage of the 4 day passes to Qatar. We have also started an In Country Pass Program where soldiers stay at a Palace in Baghdad for 3 days 2 nights this month.

