It’s hard to believe that November has already passed.  November marked the seventh month that 4th Squadron has been deployed.  The weather has started to cool down which was a welcome relief from the summer heat.  Soldiers continue to take advantage of Environmental Leave.  Despite everything going on 4th Squadron has continued to conduct combat operations 24 hours a day, 7 days a week in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

November has brought with it cooler temperatures.  All living areas have outfitted with heaters now as well.  It does get very chilly at night. However the days are very pleasant. We have had our fair share of rain. It is very muddy around the base camp.  January is supposed to be the coolest month in Baghdad and then it progressively starts to warm up.

The Squadron conducted a convoy live fire exercise that went extremely well.  The Live Fire exercise was conducted at Butler Range Complex.  Forty soldiers participated in the exercise.  This experience will increase the combat readiness of Fourth Squadron.  The Squadron also conducted close quarters combat training and approximately forty soldiers participated in this training as well.  Both exercises were great opportunities for the soldiers to do some invaluable training.

The Squadron conducted a flag football tournament with it culminating in November.  Every troop had a team, including 5694th Engineers the firefighters attached to us.  All the games were played in the soccer stadium on our base camp.  It gave all the soldiers that participated an opportunity to relax and have a little fun.  For the championship game 3/5 Platoon from HHT played Nomad Troop in a grueling game.  At the end 3/5 Platoon walked away.

4th Squadron Soldiers continue to take advantage of Environmental Leave. We expect to continue to send soldiers home through January 04. Members of the squadron continue to take trips to Babylon for tours of the ancient ruins bi-weekly.  Our soldiers also continue to take advantage of the 4 day passes to Qatar. We have also continued to participate in the In Country Pass Program where soldiers stay at a Palace in Baghdad for 3 days 2 nights this month.

We at 4th Squadron can not wait to get home and see our family and friends.  Thanksgiving came and went so fast we hardly even realized it.  Christmas and the New Years will be here before we know it.  We know what our mission is and we are accomplishing it everyday.  We will continue to do so until it is time to go home this spring.  Happy Holidays to everyone in the rear from Sabre Squadron. Thank you for all of your support we could not do it with out you.

