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During the past two months, the 84th Combat Engineer Company has continued to support the Regiment’s mission through escort operations, infrastructure recons, force protection improvement, and immediate response to terrorist attacks.

UXOs and IEDs continue to be an ever-present threat throughout the Regiment’s footprint. As a result, EOD has a constant mission and requirement for security. Each of the company’s three line platoons escort the EOD teams on their disposal and response missions. As a result of their combined efforts, the Regiment is leading Task Force 1AD in UXO/IED identification, tracking, and disposal.

On 19 August 2003, elements from 2nd platoon, escorting EOD were some of the first Coalition forces to respond to the UN bombing. They provided invaluable first aid to the victims, ultimately saving multiple lives. The 84th assumed command and control of the initial rescue and recovery effort. With the assistance of the Regimental Engineer section and 1st Armored Division Engineer Brigade, the 84th was able to bring in essential heavy equipment such as cranes, bucket loaders, and D7 bulldozers in a remarkably short amount of time. Without the cooperation of the entire engineer community in the Baghdad area, the recovery effort would have not been as successful. Currently, 1st Platoon and A&O Platoon are working to improve the force protection of the UN compound. The project is expected to be complete by 5 October 2003.    

1st Platoon and A&O Platoon supported the War Eagles during Operation Longstreet. 1st Platoon identified and disposed of hundreds of ammunition caches, while A&O Platoon provided force protection and quality of life support. As a direct result of A&O’s efforts, War Eagle’s FOB was able to withstand a mortar attack with minimal casualties and damage to equipment. As a testament to their hard work and priceless contributions, COL May and LTC Calvert recognized the equipment operators and awarded each the Army Commendation Medal.

3rd Platoon performs the majority of the escort missions as well as conducts recons of critical infrastructure installations throughout the AOR. The Regiment recently began repairing the 33kV power substations and providing them with much needed supplies such as air conditioners, furniture, and electrical work. 3rd Platoon is tasked with QA-QC of the repairs. 

Force protection continues to be the priority for the company. The 84th currently supports 6 FOBs and critical locations in Baghdad. Sappers have emplaced over 500 Jersey barriers and 50 Texas barriers in the past two weeks. The New Dialyah Bridge, located southeast of Muleskinner base, will have 400 Jersey barriers emplaced in the next week in order to help control the continuous traffic problems caused by the damaged civilian bridge.

On the recreation side of things, the 84th dominated Camp Dragoon’s volleyball tournament, placing 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. We are currently looking for a new team to beat, so if other camps are interested, please contact Sapper X-Ray at DNVT 587-5202.

SAPPERS FORWARD!  

