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FROM THE COMMANDER

By COL Bradley May

I cannot say enough about the remarkable performance by the troopers of the Regiment during this past month.  An increase in the number of Improvised Explosive Devices (IED’s) found is a clear indicator that our enemy is getting frustrated with our success and seeks to interrupt the ongoing progress to rebuild the post-Saddam Iraq.      


First and foremost we continue to conduct combat operations to capture or destroy the enemy.  This month, however, we have faced a different environment since the holy month of Ramadan has started for Muslims.  As a command we have focused on this important holiday season for the Iraqi people in an effort to gain more cultural awareness.  Ramadan is a “month of blessing” marked by prayer, fasting, and charity.  It is a
 month of fasting, or abstaining from food and drink from the break of dawn to sunset.  Beginning 27 October, Ramadan is one of the five pillars of Islam and is considered an act of obedience to Allah.  Ramadan helps a serious believer remold, reshape, reform and renew his physical and spiritual disposition and behavior.  Our
 effort to demonstrate respect and show support for the Iraqi people has paid off with the increasing amount of support we have received from the local population in recent weeks.


Another significant event this past month that has raised questions has been the series of articles in the newspapers that questioned the morale and living conditions of the troops currently in Iraq.  I can assure you that this Regiment’s living conditions rank among the best in Baghdad.  Our quality of life programs continue to be a primary focus for the Command.  Within the past month there has been further improvements at each of the base camps in an effort to make conditions even better.  


We continue to focus on sending troopers on pass to Qatar, the In-Country Pass, and on R&R Leave.  The good news is that we recently received approval for additional slots for R&R Leave.  Instead of seven soldiers per day we now average 17-18 slots per day with a total of up to 350 soldiers on leave at any one time.  We intend to take full advantage of this great program so as many troopers as possible can take the opportunity to take some well-deserved R&R.  The leaders in the Regiment are certainly doing their utmost to ensure the well being of each individual soldier through the implementation of these programs and improvements on each of the base camps.  

On behalf of the entire Regiment, we would like to thank the families for their continued support during this deployment.  You can all be immensely proud of the job your spouses are doing on a day-to-day basis.  I am truly blessed to be the 72nd Colonel of the Regiment.  God bless you.
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