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BY CPT Jason Tolbert
The story of the village of El Hamidiya is one of friendship and cooperation between Iraqi’s, coalition and NGO’s.  El Hamidiya is a small village to the north of Sadr City that was founded in 1958.  Approximately 750 families who are predominantly Shia inhabit the village.  Both Fox Troop and Hawk Company from 2d Squadron, 2d Armored Cavalry Regiment have engaged the locals and their leadership in order to improve conditions in this outlying village.  The coalition has been interfacing with Mr. Jabbar, a village elder and an Iraqi who is focused on improving the living conditions for the children and adults in his village.  
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Mr. Jabbar was extremely helpful in helping the coalition to identify the concerns of the villagers.  The top four concerns of the villagers are fresh drinking water, education, medical care and road improvements.  Through collaboration with the villagers, a German NGO called Komite Cap Anamur, and Coalition Forces all of these issues are currently being addressed, in addition to some ancillary projects.  

The Coalition has attacked the lack of potable drinking water by contracting water trucks to deliver fresh water to the area and delivers up to 450 cases of bottled water at a time.  There have also been humanitarian ration deliveries to the village to assist in augmenting the villager’s rations.  The coalition is currently working with a contractor to assess the possibility of repairing the village’s water pump and distribution center, a project that will provide fresh water throughout the village. 

Komite Cap Anamur has provided the funds and resources necessary to renovate and equip a village building as a clinic, replacing the village’s former clinic, an old trailer.  This German NGO has also started structural repair to the village’s school in order to prepare for the new school year. 
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The 203d Engineer Battalion is repairing, grading and graveling the three major roads in the village as the unit responsible for the road improvement.  This Missouri Army National Guard unit is doing a tremendous job increasing the trafficability of the roads in the village, directly contributing to improving El Hamidiya’s qualify of life.  

One of the ancillary projects under development is a brand new, lighted and fenced football field for the children of the village.  The coalition provided funds to the village to purchase 20 footballs, uniforms and other equipment for the village’s three football teams.  Games are expected to begin in the near future.  

The situation in the village of El Hamidiya has improved dramatically over the past three months through cooperation between the Coalition, Non-governmental Organizations and Iraqi people. Through continued cooperation the quality of life in this small village can only improve, and the children can continue to smile. 
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