ICDC Join Aggressors

By 2LT Michael Murphy

A/2-37 IO Officer


The Iraqi Civil Defense Corps, or ICDC, was started late August and has made remarkable progress training, equipping, and utilizing these recruits in a short amount of time.  Alpha Company (AKA the Aggressors) recruited and trained 13 members in the initial wave. This full rifle squad continued its training in a intensive week at a US Army base outside Baghdad.  September was their first paid month, and a second squad is being added in October. Eventually, an entire platoon will be added to the Aggressors, which represents a 33% increase in manpower. Across Iraq, Iraqis now represent the second largest coalition partner, and this is clearly represented when observing a company formation (See Figure 1).


The skills the ICDC have been trained on include:

· Weapons Proficiency / Safety

· Combat Life Saving

· Traffic Control Points

· IED Detection / Prevention

· Dealing with the Public

· Drill and Ceremony

· Physical Training

· Military Courtesy

· Fixed Site Security

· Dismounted / Mounted Patrolling

October is the first month in which recruits receive their ranks, and some are given specialized skills.  In September, all recruits were given the rank of Private and received a $60 salary. All members also received a $50 bonus upon completion of their intensive training week. Now, squad leader Haider Yahya has received the rank of Sergeant and will receive a $95 salary. Three other members have been promoted to Corporal, two for being team leaders, and one for being a newly trained medic. Corporals receive a salary of $80 per month. Also, most recruits with one month of service will soon receive a promotion to Private First Class, which carries a ten-dollar raise.

The NCOIC for the Aggressor ICDC is SSG Rene. His training assistant is SGT Ellertson, shown in Figure 2, leading an After Action Review following a dismounted patrol. “On patrol, I’m really proud of these guys”, says SSG Rene, “they are very professional.” Haider Yahya agrees: “I think that we’re doing a good job, and most of us are learning a lot from the training.” Alpha Company’s commander, CPT Roger Maynulet, adds praise for the NCOs responsible for leading training. “Not only am I proud of the ICDC, but I’m also very proud of the soldiers training them, because they’re doing an excellent job, and this is a difficult duty usually reserved for Special Forces soldiers.”
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Figure 1: ICDC Join Aggressor Company Formation
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Figure 2: After Action Review Following Dismounted Patrol

