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MEMORANDUM FOR The Palehorse Team

SUBJECT:  Palehorse Troop Operation Iraqi Freedom 2nd Quarter 2004

1.      Happy Holidays to the Troopers and family members of PALEHORSE TROOP, it would be an understatement to say that we have moved mountains and parted the seas since we have arrived into the country of Iraq.  There have been so many great and memorable achievements that to try to inform you would take way to much time and we still would not be able to express the significance of the occasions.  So what we will try to do is break down a few, one that should make all of us proud is the fact that as a Troop our 8 aircraft have flown over 3,500 hours since arrival.  This means that P Troop is on the frontline defending our country from enemies abroad and assisting a nation, which for 30 years have seen much hardship.

2.       To be able to project American resolve during our nation’s Global War on Terrorism, it means that the Crewchiefs, Maintenance Officers and Pilots who are working through the 100 degree plus heat to the bone chilling 32 degree cold, must and do work as a TEAM because the Troop performs so well together the unit has never been unable to accomplish a mission due to lack of preparedness.  Palehorse is not only showing that it’s the number one Troop in Squadron but the Troopers are backing it up.  More notable awards went to one of our pilots, as he was awarded the Air Medal for his support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  One of our crew chiefs received the Army Achievement Medal for being selected NCO of the Quarter.   Six of our pilots received aviation safety awards for their safe mission accomplishments.   Six of our crew chiefs were also rewarded for their safe and effective mission accomplishments.

3.  The Environmental Leave has picked up and is in full force so far to date we have afforded the opportunity for thirteen of our troopers to go home for some much needed and deserved R&R.  Also worth mentioning was six of our soldiers who chose to go to Quatar for R&R and there were a few more that also participated in the Babylon trip for a day.  We truly appreciate the FRG’s Thanksgiving Box and Christmas goodies we have had our spirits raised by the love sent from home to us. We have already started the inventories and turn in of equipment to get the show started on Redeployment back to the United States, with redeployment dates they are always tentative but arrival back into the states is not.  We are continuing to do operations until we are scheduled to depart for Kuwait to load aircraft and vehicles on the boat.  The schedule that we are working with is the same one we have always been working with which is return to Ft. Polk, sometime this spring.  We the Troopers of Palehorse would like to say, thank you not only for your prayers but also for being there for us when we are down and need to hear your encouraging voices from across the big pond we cherish the moment when we are reunited as a family.

