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31 December 2003

MEMORANDUM FOR Troopers and Renegade Family and Friends

SUBJECT:  Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) 2d Quarter 2004

1.  Holiday Greetings to Renegade families and friends!  It is my sincere pleasure to let everyone know how well your troopers are doing as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom here in Baghdad.  

2.  One of the highlights of my job as Troop Commander is the opportunity to work with such talented troopers as we continue our missions;  countless Personnel Movement in and around Baghdad, Command and Control, Internal/External Loads and Parts/Supply runs to Balad, Mosul and Doha, Kuwait, Morale Flights and Quick Reactionary Force in day, night and night vision goggle modes of flight.  Earlier this month we had the opportunity to work with the newly trained Iraqi Civil Defense Corps (local police) in an air insertion.  You also might have seen a peek of one of our aircraft, as it was the platform for a news report on CNN.

3.  At our recent troop Christmas party, our soldiers gave a reason to be thankful before passing on their light from a candle.  We were thankful for the friendships and competence of our fellow troopers and the achievements as part of OIF.  More importantly, we were thankful for the opportunity to reflect on our families, our futures and priorities.  As always, thank you for your unending support.  You too are serving your country and soldier in this Operation.  The end is near and we all look forward to successfully completing our mission and returning to the good ol' U.S.!  RENEGADES!
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