23 December 2003

Dear Friends and Families of Nomad Troop,
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Merry Christmas!  Christmas came early for us here in Baghdad.  We will be busy on Christmas Eve and Christmas day and likely will not have time to get everyone together to open gifts.  So, we decided to celebrate Christmas today.  It cannot compare to being home with our families, but we did have a good time due in a large part to the efforts of all of you back home.  We have been completely overwhelmed by the generosity and thoughtfulness of so many of you.  We have been receiving packages of food, gifts and decorations for weeks now and more are arriving daily.  Thank you to each of you who took the time and effort to send something special our way.  It really did make a difference and help make our Christmas special.  


We were overjoyed earlier this month, as I am sure you were, with the capture of Saddam Hussein.  While his capture does not signify the end of our mission, it is significant in that the Iraqis now know that no matter what happens, he will not return to power.  

We have been sending quite a few people home on leave over the last month and will continue to do so throughout January.  We have sent 11 people home so far and have 4 more confirmed slots for January.  This is almost three times as many people as we were expecting to be able to send home when the program initially began.  The guys have really pulled together to assume the increased workload while people have been on leave.  Missions and maintenance have continued without a hitch.  

Lastly, I would like to express how grateful I am to be a part of this organization.    We have the best group of people that I have ever had the privilege of serving with.  They are motivated, focused, positive and professional.  Each of your sons and husbands are exceptional men.  I know that you are proud of them and I am proud to be associated with them.  Best wishes for a Happy New Year from all of us over here.  Take care and as always feel free to contact me directly with any questions or concerns.

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








[image: image2.wmf] 

_1134127727.doc
[image: image1.png]






