

                 Soldiers listen as LTC Mark Calvert guides them in the right direction

The War Eagle’s have been working hard, in and around Baghdad, since the last installment of the Dragoon Newsletter.  The soldiers have kept a heavy workload that would make any unit tired, but, this is not just any unit, and the men of the War Eagle Squadron are covering more ground constantly starting new projects that continue to improve the way of life for the Iraqi people.  One project most notable is a road improvement project of the “Main Road” in the underprivileged neighborhood of Hytarik.  We affectionately call this neighborhood “Square Town”, due to the square shape of the neighborhood as it appears on the map.  This neighborhood has seen marked improvement since the arrival of the War Eagles.  The people of the Square Town seem very appreciative of the work the coalition forces have put into making it a better place to live.  Also, War Eagle contracted sewage trucks to clean up the raw sewage that lies in the streets that the children are forced to play around.  These trucks continue to clean the streets, not only for the children to play, but also for the rest of the residence to live in a place, which is clean and safe.  


The other notable project 1st Squadron has taken on is “The War Eagle Water Company.”  The lack of water has been a highly publicized by the locals and media alike.  To fix this problem, the War Eagles have contracted a local water company to deliver in upwards of 200,000 liters of water a day to the people who need it the most.  LTC Mark Calvert, the 1st Squadron Commander, said to his staff one day, “We are just tired of people going thirsty”. 


1st Squadron has not just been busy working on improving Baghdad, but has been working to make Camp War Eagle more like home.  Living conditions at Camp War Eagle continue to get better everyday.  The most recent, and most appreciated change to Camp War Eagle has been the installations of Air Conditioners and Generators through out the Camp.  The other major additions are a new basketball court.  No matter how hot it gets in Baghdad, the soldiers seem to find a way to play a little ball.  Life is getting better and the soldiers are appreciating the comforts they rightfully deserve.  


The soldiers of 1st Squadron have a message for all the families back home:  We are always thinking about you and we love you.  It has been said, “A deployment is harder on the people we leave behind.”  We miss you and are counting the days until we come home.          

