30 August 2003 -- The Cougar Squadron is a diverse and varied organization.  Comprised of three Ground Cavalry Troops, one Anti-Tank Company, one Howitzer Battery, a Headquarters & Headquarters Troop, and the 84th Combat Engineer Company, its soldiers run the gamut from scout to cannoneer to mechanic to sapper.  As missions dictate, we are augmented with aviators, chemical specialists, and tanks.  They are different, but essential, pieces to the Cougar Squadron.  Without any one of their specialties, we would fail in our mission--With all of them operating together smoothly, we are equipped to accomplish any task set before us.

Similarly, the United States Army relies upon personnel from a wide variety of backgrounds to fully meet the needs of any mission it may face.  Included in this variety are the citizen-soldiers who make up our U.S. Army Reserves and National Guard units.  With their varying and diverse civilian employments and backgrounds, along with their military training, these soldiers bring an invaluable depth of experience and knowledge to the fight.  They train one weekend a month and two weeks each year to sustain their war fighting skills, and understand that at any point they may be called to active duty to serve their nation abroad or at home.  

The Cougar Squadron is fortunate to have been augmented with several of these specialized teams throughout OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM.  They quickly and easily assimilated themselves into the Cougar family, and have been key players in the Squadron’s continuing successes through a variety of missions in a noncontiguous battlefield. 

Team Animal has spearheaded the Civil Affairs efforts of the Squadron.  In the civilian world, the members of Animal work in various law enforcement roles in the New England area.  In Baghdad, however, they assess areas of specific humanitarian need and then work closely with governmental and non-governmental organizations to bring in the necessary assistance.  Constantly outside the wire, these civil affairs specialists have been responsible for many high-visibility projects in the Squadron’s zone, and countless smaller works.  From the soccer complex between Camp Marlboro and Sadr City to the new Municipal Buildings for Neighborhood/District Advisory Councils, the results of Team Animal’s tireless efforts and dedication are visible everywhere.  

From Washington State, the Squadron’s PSYOPS teams have become the voice of the Squadron in Sadr City and the conduit of Coalition policies to the Iraqi people.  These two three-man teams are essential assets as the Squadron fights to win the Information Operations campaign.  Responsible for loudspeaker broadcasts, the distribution of printed material, and direct interaction with local citizens, they are also able to gather critical information about the moods and perceptions of the Iraqi people.  It is a tremendous responsibility that they have carried well, and their efforts have paid enormous dividends.

America relies heavily on its citizen-soldiers to round out its military, and our Squadron relies just as heavily on our own citizen-soldiers to complete our missions.  Back home they are police officers, college students, and truck drivers.  Here, they are Cougars.

