August has been a busy month for the Sabre Squadron.  Sabre Squadron has sustained an operational tempo uncontested by any other aviation unit within our area of responsibility, to date never canceling a mission.  We continue to improve our living areas everyday.  We started this month with a Change of Responsibility of the Command Sergeant Majors. On a somber note, Sabre Squadron suffered a loss this month with the unexpected death of Spc. Colunga.  Sabre Squadron continues to meet every demand and improve quality of life and life support daily.

Sabre Squadron continues to surpass all expectations with our OPTEMPO by averaging 1400 hrs a month for flight hours flown with a total of 5000 in country.  We continue to support all units within the Baghdad AOR.  The OH-58Ds continue to perform zone and area reconnaissance missions, route reconnaissance, and area security missions in support of, or in preparation for ground operations.   Most recently the OH-58Ds provided area security for the United Nation’s compound after the bombing.  The UH-60s continue to stay busy supporting the Regiment and other units within the AOR.  They conducted a multiship air movement in support 2/37 Armor and sling loads with RSS.  
Our living areas continue to improve every day.  Our swimming pool has opened and providing hundreds of soldiers a day a welcome escape from the heat.  All of Sabre Squadron’s living areas have air conditioning now.  4th Squadron’s weight room AKA Jim’s Gym continues to improve everyday with incoming equipment.  The Cantina continues to improve with the addition of an Internet Café which should open the 1st week of September.

27 July 2003 brought a change to the Squadron that has not happened for seven years with a Change of Responsibility of the Command Sergeant Majors.  

6 August 2003 was a very sad day for the Sabre Squadron.  Spc. Zeferino E. Colunga passed away unexpectedly after being medically evacuated to Germany.  He was a key member of the Armament,  Electronic, and Avionics platoon in Stetson Troop.  He was a excellent soldier and will be missed by all.

