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MEMORANDUM FOR Troopers and Family Members of the Sabre Team

SUBJECT: Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) 2003-2004

1.   Greetings family members and Troopers of Sabre Squadron! What a pleasure it is for Suzanne and I to review what we have accomplished together this past year during combat in Iraq and at Fort Polk. This team of over 500 Troopers (not including the 200 who departed) and 1,200 family members truly did its part in our nation’s war on terrorism. We have helped lay the foundation for the establishment of a safe, secure and democratic Iraq. More importantly, we made a difference in the defense of our homeland and in meeting the national security needs of our great nation abroad. 

2.   Among some of our many accomplishments this past year were: the Chem. Dawgs of 87th being the first from the Regiment to attack into Iraq in March at the forefront of Army and Marine Corps spearheads, Outlaw moving out next as part of Task Force Cougar in early April with the rest of the Squadron following that same month. Together, we have flown over 16,000 combat hours in support of the Regimental Combat Team, the 1st Armored Division (1AD) and the 3d Infantry Division (1AD). Nomad, Outlaw and Palehorse had Air Cavalry brand-name recognition in Baghdad for armed reconnaissance and area security support. Renegade set the standard for a UH60L Troop in Iraq. They moved over 7,000 passengers and hauled thousands of tons of cargo while conducting countless command and control missions in support of the Regiment. We contributed to the death or capture of hundreds of terrorists that will no longer threaten Iraq or our loved ones in the United States. We also assisted in the seizure of thousands of small arms, hundreds of heavy caliber weapons, tons of munitions, all the while making the streets of Iraq safe for her citizens one day at a time. We simultaneously pumped over one million gallons of jet fuel and drove over 100,000 ground convoy miles with Task Force Hammer in the heart of Baghdad. Workhorse and Stetson were truly the heavy lifters when it came to Force Protection and meeting the complex ground and air coordination and maintenance needs of this Squadron. Success in combat and at home was spelled t-e-a-m.

3.  The Squadron was able to take brief, well-deserved breaks from daily combat operations: We also redeployed 118 short of the "365 days boots on the ground" policy and received 88 replacements. We had 205 go on environmental or emergency leave (fully 73% of the eligible), 57 went on pass to Qatar and over 100 attended the Babylon cultural awareness day trip. In forms of tangible accomplishments over 20 children were born while we were away, 12 wedding engagements announced, we presented 22 Bronze Stars, 307 air medals and 348 army commendation medals to deserving troopers. At home, the Rear Detachment and Family Readiness Group hosted a variety of team building events ranging from monthly Video Tele Conferences (over 160 participating), recurring festive holiday gatherings and, of course, our spectacular homecoming.

4.  Thanks for your contributions to our overall success in Iraq and at home. We look forward to providing continued service to our great nation and seeing each other again in the coming years.  Winged Dragoons, Toujours Pret!

REPLY TO


ATTENTION OF:








27

