Al Razi School

By CPT Jason Tolbert

The Al Razi School received over 225kg of school supplies on October 9th.  Fox Troop, 2d Squadron, 2d Armored Cavalry Regiment, delivered several large boxes of school supplies to the school.  The boxes contained notebooks, paper, scissors, glue, tape, crayons, markers, book bags, and thousands of pens and pencils, all donated by citizens of the United States.  The school headmaster, Mr. Jassim Mohammed, was extremely grateful for the gift.


  Specialist Trey Yates of Fox Troop planned and organized the event.  The lack of resources available to the schoolchildren of Sadr City disappointed SPC Yates, so he decided to help.  “Education should be the focus of these children’s lives right now…the future of Iraq depends on the education of its children”, said SPC Yates.  

SPC Yates wrote a letter to his mother.  The letter described the situation in the schools and expressed his desire to help.  The response was amazing.  SPC Yates’ mother collected donations of school supplies from businesses and individuals all over the United States and mailed the supplies to her son in Baghdad.  Over the course of a few weeks, SPC Yates became overwhelmed with boxes upon boxes of school supplies.  Al Razi School was chosen to receive the supplies because of the damage and losses that looters inflicted on the school following the collapse of the former regime.


Fox Troop’s relationship with the Al Razi School began June 21st when the troop provided security for a Taskforce Neighborhood project at the school.  Fox Troop, deciding to expand upon the work of Taskforce Neighborhood, hired local metal workers to build and install new doors, basketball hoops, a flagpole, etc.  Fox Troop submitted proposals calling for extensive renovations of the school.  The renovations are currently underway, and soon the Al Razi School will provide a suitable environment for students to learn and grow.  Thanks to SPC Yates, his mother, and a few concerned United States citizens, the Al Razi schoolchildren will have the resources and supplies required to meet their educational goals.     
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