Regimental Chaplain


I have had a very trying experience since taking over as Regimental Chaplain since the 1st of July.  Unfortunately, I have attended six memorial services for our soldiers in the Regiment in my short tenure.  All of my Squadron Chaplains have conducted Memorial Services except for the RSS Chaplain.  The Squadron Chaplains and I have had the honor of conducting many “last rites” for soldiers and civilians.  The Unit Ministry Teams have been stretched, but their ministry has been greatly needed.


On August 19, the Regiment’s UMTs provided ministry of presence during the UN bombing.  The Unit Ministry Teams provided religious support and counseling to hundreds of soldiers, to over seventy UN personnel who were injured, and gave “last rites” to nineteen personnel.  Our UMTs conducted their first MASCAL (Massive Casualties) as an entire Regiment and we did an outstanding job.  The Regiment had a UMT present at the UN complex thirty-five minutes after the bomb exploded.  We had two UMTs ready at RSS FST and Aid Station to receive patients.  We had one UMT present at Camp Dragoon to receive patients.


September saw us ministering to 7 soldiers WIA (Wounded-In-Action) from 2 / 2 CAV and 3 / 2 CAV.  
On September 11th, all UMTs conducted 9-11 Memorial Ceremonies/Services or Prayer Breakfasts.  It was a sad day, but one we can never forget.  The Regiment’s soldiers all seemed to appreciate the acknowledgement of such a day.


The Regiment’s UMTs continue to provide services, counseling and ministry of presence to their soldiers.  The UMTs are everywhere with their soldiers:  on patrols, guard towers,
gunnery range, convoys to different locations, volleyball court, troop quarters for visitation, etc.  They share in the danger and the time away from family so that their soldiers will know the “Cross” will always be with them.

