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FROM THE COMMANDER

By COL Bradley May

As we start a new year I want to offer everyone in the Regiment a heartfelt congratulations for the many accomplishments achieved during 2003.  Our time in Baghdad is fast approaching its conclusion and every spouse in the Regiment should be proud of the job being done on a daily basis by your loved ones.  We continue to take the fight to the anti-Coalition forces by conducting daily patrols and raids to disrupt the terrorist cells operating in our area of operations in Baghdad.  Although progress continues Baghdad is still a dangerous place.  Our hearts go out to the families of those soldiers lost during the past month and we pray for the healing of those wounded.  The desperation of the anti-Coalition forces is evident as we continue to win the support of the local population through projects aimed at improving the quality of life for the Iraqi people as well as preparing to turn over governmental functions.      


Our first priority remains conducting combat operations to capture or destroy the enemy.  Numerous raids in our zone continue to result in the capture of dangerous criminals/terrorists intent on disrupting the transition of authority to the Iraqi people.  In addition, the Iraqi Civilian Defense Corps continues to play a larger and more central role in Regimental operations.  The Regiment, under direction from higher headquarters, has continued to expand this successful program and recently L. Paul Bremer, the Chief Administrator for the Coalition Provisional Authority, came to Camp Muleskinner to witness some ICDC training.  His remarks were overwhelmingly positive with regards to the professionalism of the training provided by the troopers of the Regiment.  We have also begun sending cadre to begin training the New Iraqi Army, a vital organization necessary for securing the new Iraqi government.     


Another benchmark was a recent visit by the senior leadership from the 1st Brigade, 1st CAV Division, which is slated to replace us upon our redeployment.  We are doing everything in our power to take care of them and to make the transition a smooth one.  As we head into the final stages of our deployment I would urge our soldiers to remain focused on the mission until we are relieved.  It is a natural tendency to relax in the last few months prior to redeployment and become complacent about our jobs.  Complacency at this stage can be deadly.  We must remain vigilant on each mission.  Continued support from families and friends is a key ingredient in maintaining a healthy outlook.  I highly encourage every member of the Regiment to continue to take advantage of the Internet Cafes’ and cellular/satellite phones to maintain communications with your loved ones.     


During this past month the chain of command maximized the number of soldiers on R&R Leave.  We had in excess of 700 soldiers on Leave during the Holidays.  We will continue to take full advantage of this great program up until the last day it is being offered, 31 January 2004.  Although the Leave program ends we will continue to send soldiers on Pass to Qatar and to Freedom’s Rest for the remainder of the deployment.  

On behalf of the entire Regiment, we would like to thank the families for their continued support.  You can be immensely proud of the job your spouses are doing.  I am truly blessed to be the 72nd Colonel of the Regiment.  God bless you.
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