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                                   Heroes Stand Out In Baghdad

The soldiers of 2ACR have been serving in Iraq since as early as October of last year, as Lightning Troop, 3rd Squadron got the call to deploy. The Regiment has been deployed as a whole since May of this year, with 2nd Squadron leaving out first on April 5th. Throughout the last twelve months, soldiers here have repeatedly executed tasks, maintained the vigilance, and just plain done the things that distinguish 2ACR as a leader in the process of transforming Iraq into a more independent, self governing nation. Even as the soldiers as a whole, as a Cavalry Regiment, deliver an awesome display of selfless sacrifice and service, a few individuals, even as unassuming and humble as they are, deserve personal recognition.

            CPL Michael R. Guza, a scout assigned to Dawg Troop, 1st Squadron, noticed a burning building while on a routine patrol on 20 August. With flames burning brightly from each window and without regard for his own safety, CPL Guza unselfishly entered the building numerous times to assist nine civilians to exit the inferno. Among the people rescued were eight women and one handicapped man. According to a witness, the soldier lowered two of the civilians from the second story of the structure as smoke billowed from the windows. The building on fire was apparently the residence of the people who were saved.  

            On the evening of June 27, the convoy in which PFC Joseph Morris was driving a vehicle was struck by an IED (Improvised Explosive Device). Everyone in the 2-vehicle convoy was killed or injured except Morris and one other soldier. PFC Morris administered first aid to a severely injured individual, who nearly had his arm blown off. Morris simultaneously continued first aid, drove his vehicle with 3 flat tires back to base camp, called in a MEDVAC helicopter, and gave an accurate grid of the incident to the Quick Reaction Force so they could dispatch quickly to secure the area. Through his efforts and valor, 6 lives and the arm of the soldier was saved. PFC Morris is currently representing 1st Armor Division at the AUSA Conference in Washington, D.C. on October 6-8.

              Those of us who witnessed and endured the events of 19 August 2003 will never forget them. A suicide bomber driving a cement truck laden with about 500 pounds of explosives detonated his cargo just outside the United Nations building in Baghdad. 2ACR, at the request of the UN, maintained a small presence at the site at the time of the traumatic, horrific, and barbaric act. SSG Leander Nunies was one of those present during the explosion at ground zero.

               SSG Nunies, of 2ACR ADA Battery, was in the UN building, in the cafeteria on the other side of the wall where the truck was parked. Despite being dazed by the force of the explosion and unsure of his own personal condition, he acted quickly and instinctively to evacuate surviving personnel out of the building. SSG Nunies assisted in establishing a triage point to treat the wounded and then used the limited resources on hand at the site to effectively treat seriously injured people in the first critical minutes. When medical personnel arrived, SSG Nunies shifted his efforts to coordinating casualty evacuation and driving ambulances to medical facilities. It would be difficult to put a number on the lives he saved that day.

                   SGT Lewis Davis, also of the ADA Battery, serving as a member of the Quick Reaction Force at Camp Dragoon, was one of the first individuals on the scene of the bombing. Without knowing the condition of the structure and with little regard for his own safety, SGT Davis entered the battered building again and again to evacuate personnel. He drew upon his prior experience as a medic and limited resources to provide first aid to the critically wounded. Many who were wounded that day owe their lives to the initiative and quick thinking of SGT Davis.

                 All of the cavalrymen, all of the soldiers, all of 2ACR deployed in Iraq are heroes for responding to the call to protect and help rebuild a besieged and tattered nation into a self governing, thriving, independent country. The four individuals mentioned above, while truly distinguishing themselves as selfless, tireless, awesome leaders, are just a fraction of the total effort being provided by the men and women of the Regiment. 

                         Written by CPT Sean P Kirley
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