Dragoons Participate in Turkey Trot Run

The morning of 30 November began with a chill in the air. The sun had not quite risen, so the participants that arrived to run the Dragoon Turkey Trot came donning full winter PT gear. It was a Sunday, a day some use to sleep in a bit, but these runners took time out of their busy schedules to compete in a friendly race. Even though the race was not really a competition, it was evident that the participants were taking the event pretty seriously. Personal preparations and rituals to get ready dominated the scene, with stretching short sprints, and examination of the run route.  As the start time approached, as the sun began to peek over the horizon, the atmosphere exploded with energy as “Flight of the Valkryies” suddenly began playing somewhere. As the sound grew closer, a humvee with a large, loud, speaker system rolled by and the driver centrally located the vehicle so it could be heard throughout the camp. As the music transitioned to Ozzy Osbournes “Crazy Train” and then AC/DCs “For Those About to Rock”, the stage was set. It was time to run. 

             The Turkey Trot was broken down into categories, a 5k and a10 k run. Approximately 50 runners participated. A course was prepared around Camp Dragoon, and there was a certain amount of laps that the runners had to complete. As the runners left their marks, “Eye of the Tiger” blared from the speakers. Words of encouragement and a few camera bulbs flashed as runners began to spread out along the run route. Those who were not running moved to the finish line to see who would be the first to finish and break the tape.

             The 10 k runners came to the finish first.   An award ceremony ensued after the race concluded, with medals going to the first, second, and third place winners in each category. The Regimental Commander, COL Brad May, presented the awards. Prior to the awards being presented, COL May spoke to runners and spectators alike, adding to the positive mood of the event. The event concluded with beverages for all and a round of picture taking.
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