SOLDIER OF THE QUARTER  COMPETITION

The Dragoons have been through so much since deploying to Iraq last April. Spread throughout the east side of the Tigris River, 2ACR has been the staple of excellence and a model for all units. Whether it is during combat operations to take down a criminal or reaching out to the Iraqi people by providing water or fixing a sewer, I challenge anyone to compare any unit to our Dragoons in the areas of professionalism, determination, or focus. To say “I am a Dragoon” is the same as saying “You will find no better soldier than I”. Even the best have those that stand out. During the first week of December, we determined who the Soldier and the Non Commissioned Officer of the Quarter were. 

              The participants were tested in 6 events that included physical fitness, land navigation, common tasks, and a road march. Each soldier went before a board consisting of each of the Sergeants Major in the Regiment and had to answer a myriad of questions. Each candidate had to write an essay addressing the leadership challenges in Iraq.  Though there were ten candidates vying for the title of Soldier or Non Commissioned Officer of the Quarter, there could be only one winner in each category.

                   Every soldier in the Regiment is operating in stressful and demanding conditions in Baghdad, and doing the job as only Dragoons can. To think that two individuals can reach that much further down, to perform so well with so much responsibility associated with them already, is astounding. Congratulations to the both of them.

