Dragoons Reach Out to Community in Iraq

2ACR RPAO

The Second Regiment of Dragoons spent a year in the eastern part of Baghdad, helping the people of that city rebuild their lives and regain their livelihood. When the Regiment got orders to move south, they did just that. One of the cities they assumed responsibility for was Najaf. The people of this great and Holy city have been receptive of the troopers, and the Iron Dukes of 2/37 AR Bn. On 20 May, elements of RHHT, 2ACR, visited a school on the outskirts of Najaf.

                          The 3-vehicle convoy arrived at the Virgin Mary Primary School just before noon. In just a few minutes, throngs of children, led by a few teachers, surrounded the soldiers. One of the vehicles contained several hundred pounds of school supplies for the school and boxes of candy. The soldiers also brought about 200 white T shirts that had the words “prosperity” and “progress” with “Iraq” in the middle. The words were in Arabic as well as English. Soldiers distributed these things to the kids. The children laughed and cheered as they received the gifts, hauling bags of school supplies into a hallway.

                    The SGM was then escorted on a quick tour of the school. He wrote down in detail deficiencies and the needs the school head master pointed out. Some of the projects ear marked by the SGM for the school included renovation of the latrine, air conditioning, and a daily supply of water for the school. Many windows need to be replaced and general work also needs to be done. “We will be back tomorrow….and we will keep coming back until this work is complete,” the SGM informed the head master. The latrine was cleaned out the next day.

          1000 pairs of shoes, 1000 shorts and shirts, and 750 humanitarian aid bags have been received by the Regiment and are due to be passed out to local citizens in the next couple of days. The contents of the humanitarian bags include foodstuff, toys, and clothing. Rural neighborhoods and schools will be the recipient of these bags and renovation project development will continue as well. The Regiment continues to lead the way in supporting the Iraqi people in living a better life. 

