Greetings from the Vipers !!!  All of our hard work is paying off with huge dividends. On New Year’s Eve, we opened the pool here at Camp Dragoon. There was a big screen television and food for the troops on hand for the event. The pool is open for free swim every day but Sunday, from 0630 to 0830. It is also available for use by any section through appointment. The weather is already starting to warm a little, so the pool will give some relief from the heat that will surely be back just before we depart Baghdad for Fort Polk. Another big project that was completed was our permanent weight room. We had been making due with a smaller weight room that proved to be a little cramped and only had enough room for limited use. Now, whoever is living here at Camp Dragoon has basically a whole floor of building space as a workout space where one can lift weights, jump rope, or do stretching exercises. It is able to hold about 50 to 75 people now.

                The Vipers will hone their marksmanship skills later in the month. For 3 days, we will occupy the range at Camp Muleskinner. Even though we are conducting missions and performing continuous operations 24 hours a day, we will still take the time to validate our ability to fire our assigned weapons. Camp Dragoon also hosted the leadership from 1St Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division for four days in January. The Vipers, with the rest of the Regiment, did everything possible to provide the Ironhorse Brigade with every ounce of information we could think of to support a smooth transfer of authority from us to them in a couple of months. That’s right !! They are taking over operations here very soon and we will be soon knee deep in redeploying back to Fort Polk. The visit was a huge success.

                  Well, the clock is ticking down to our tour being “mission complete” here in Baghdad. We are inside 100 days. It seems like only last month we got here. The Vipers have been through and accomplished so much in this past year. We have grown as soldiers and as a family, as Dragoons and as mentors for the Iraqi people. I am so proud to call my self VIPER 6 !! See you all real soon.

