RSS Surgeons Help Iraqi Boy

The Second Armored Cavalry Regiment has one of the best Forward Surgical Teams in the world. The 2ACR FST, located at Camp Muleskinner here in Baghdad, has saved countless lives and limbs in the last 11 months since deploying in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom as part of Task Force 1st Armored Division. On 19 August 2003, the 2ACR FST was on the scene in minutes, responding to the mass casualty situation at the United Nations building. On the 8th of March, this distinguished group of medics re affirmed the term “forward”, as they dispatched to the Saint Rafael hospital in Baghdad to perform a delicate operation on an Iraqi child.

                                Led by LTC (Dr.) Alex Stojadinovic and MAJ (Dr.) Peter Allen, a 5-vehicle convoy consisting of 2ACR medics and ICDC security personnel, left Camp Muleskinner for the hospital. The convoy reached the hospital, quickly set up an outer cordon around the premises with a joint ICDC/US security team, and the doctors entered the building to do the operation. Flanked by SSG Jason Whitaker and SGT Michael Mercer, the doctors met with their Iraqi counterparts on the third floor of the hospital to discuss preparations and last minute notes on what was to be about a 2-hour procedure. While discussing the operation, Dr. Stojadinovic was asked to help with an appendectomy in another part of the building.

                               When the doctor returned, the operation began. With Iraqi and American doctors working side-by-side, a softball-sized tumor was removed from the right hip area of a 6-year-old boy. The boy’s father waited in anticipation just outside the door to the operating room. After about 90 minutes, all three doctors emerged from the room with smiles on their faces. The operation was not only successful, but the patient needed only cursory post operation attention. None of the 4 pints of blood on hand for the patient was needed and the tumor came out cleanly and quickly. Everything that could go well definitely did.

                 In recognition for the work the 2ACR FST and Task Force 1AD has done for the children of Iraq, the Charitable Society for Saving the Children of Iraq requested to visit Camp Muleskinner to present the camp with a banner thanking the Coalition. The society’s director, Hassan Jomaa, was also on hand for the operation. 2 days later, on 10 March, the meeting took place. Mr. Jomaa, with an entourage of 6 children and the Iraqi media, met with LTC Jack Curran, Regimental Support Squadron and Camp Muleskinner Commander, and Dr. Allen. The banner promised was presented to the camp and the children presented flowers to LTC Curran.  

