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1 October 2003

2ACR Determine NCO and Soldier of the Year

As the soldiers of 2ACR begin their seventh month of work here in Baghdad in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, precious but important time was taken to identify the Non Commissioned Officer and Soldier of the Year for 2003. Starting on 16 September, the three-day event tested the nominated soldiers in a number of events. The competition took place at one of our base camps in Baghdad, Camp Muleskinner. The winners were announced on the evening of 18 September.

                The competition began with a timed 5 km ruck march around the aviation squadron at Camp Redcatcher. At the finish line, with barely any time to recover from the grueling ruckmarch, was a mystery event waiting for the competing soldiers. They knew there was an event, but did not know what it would entail. As it turned out, the event was a weapons assemble/disassemble station. The conclusion of this event signaled the end of the first day’s competition.

                    Bright and early the next morning, and throughout the day, the SOY entries endured a multitude of evaluating events. The morning started with the Army Physical Fitness Test. Written tests in CTT (Common Tasks) and Land Navigation ensued shortly after the PT test. The soldiers then went in front of a board, comprised of all the Command Sergeants Major in the Regiment, and were tested for knowledge in a number of categories. Some of the areas assessed were knowledge in drill and ceremony, military justice, first aid, and chain of command, just to name a few. The competitors were scrutinized in their appearance, military courtesy, and oral expression.

                     Maybe the most difficult event the participants were involved in was a written essay. The topic, “Leadership challenges in Iraq”, was a general enough question that it forced the writers to express their approach to leadership, as well as challenges they believed would be on the horizon in our theater of operations. The essay assignment called for one page, typed, and the participants were not able to draw up a rough draft prior to the final draft because they did not know what they were to write about until the event began.

                 Points were awarded for each event and then tallied up at the end of the three days. The winners were finally announced. The 2ACR Non Commissioned Officer of the Year went to SGT James Emory Tenner of the 84th Engineer Company. SGT Tenner has been in the army for four years, a combat engineer, and hails from Glens Falls, New York. “ The most predominant and important issue is keeping soldiers alive and motivated. Motivation and intestinal fortitude are the keys to successfully managing the many difficult situations that occur in the military,” Tenner states in his essay.

                     SPC Jorge Hernandez was awarded the title of Soldier of the Year, an honor bestowed on a soldier of the rank of specialist or below. SPC Hernandez, a medic assigned to Iron Troop, 3rd Squadron, has been in the military 22 months. “By day, the soldiers are the workforce who escort the dignitaries, councilmen and women who work to bring this country together. By night, the soldiers are the guardians who secure the cities and families from criminals and perpetrators, by patrolling vigilantly,” Hernandez wrote in his essay.

               These two soldiers will be recognized at an awards ceremony at Dragoon Base on 6 October. The soldiers will receive the Army Commendation Medal, the 2ACR Dragoon Coin of Excellence, a 2-year membership in the 2ACR Association, and a certificate of excellence from Regimental CSM Roger Blackwood. Congratulations to these two bright young soldiers.

                         Written by CPT Sean P Kirley
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