COUGAR CHECKPOINTS SECURE SADR CITY STREETS

2ACR 7OCT

In light of the recent events at the Imam Ali mosque in An Najaf, 2d Squadron, 2d Armored 

Cavalry Regiment has decided to conduct joint coalition-IPF checkpoints along major roads around Sadr City in order to protect the citizens of Sadr City, especially during the hours leading up to prayer time.  These checkpoints have been highly successful in providing deterrence to any terrorist or former regime loyalists who wish to threaten the citizens of Sadr City.
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Each checkpoint is collaboration between the coalition forces and our friends, the Iraqi police.  The Iraqi police force conduct the inspections of incoming vehicles while the coalition forces provide the security for the checkpoint, and interface with the local citizens.  The participation by uniformed, armed Iraqi police force officers is a clear indication of the level of cooperation between the coalition and the Iraqi people.  

The checkpoints are received with many thanks from the citizens immediately surrounding the area, as well as those that pass through the checkpoint.  The children are always interested in the large tanks and in talking to the soldiers and IPF at the checkpoints.  These children are a constant reminder of why we are conducting the checkpoint, and whom we are here to protect. 

Only through continued cooperation between the coalition and the Iraqi people will we be able to create a peaceful, secure Iraq, ready to move into the future.  

