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Happy New Year! I hope this finds you well and having a great week.  As a team, we accomplished so much this last year.  We have made a great contribution to making the world and the United States a safer place by fighting terrorism and helping Iraq rebuild.  This year will find us completing our deployment and being re-united with families and loved ones.  All of us here really appreciate the Christmas ornament and present sent for each soldier and the single soldier stockings from our Family Readiness Group.  The support from all of you has been exceptional and knowing that things are being taken care of so well at home allows us to focus on our mission and taking care of one another.

Instead of talking about the unbelievable heat, we can now talk about the cold and the rain, what a difference a few months can make.  Our daily highs are only about 68 degrees Fahrenheit, on warm days and the lows are getting closer and closer to the freezing mark.  With the rain has come a setting that looks much like our familiar Louisiana mud minus the towering pine trees.  

Improvements continue to be made around the base camp.  In November, the base camp AT&T phone bank opened.  It is open all day, has about 22 phones in it, and the price per minute with an AAFES phone card is right around 26 cents.  In November, construction was completed on an additional indoor shower and bathroom in our barracks.  The new bathroom has four showers, 4 toilets, 2 washer and dryer sets and hot water that you could use to sterilize surgical instruments.  We also had a patio area built with a roof and fire-place that a number of soldiers use in the evening to unwind and talk.  I don’t know if the real draw is the cowboy TV (the fire) or the smores that are being made from time to time.  Our Chapel got new benches with kneelers in December.  Our Troop day room now has couches, chairs, and a big screen TV hooked up to a satellite.   The dining facility continues to provide good meals, a variety of food to pick from, and made some exceptional holiday feast.  

The base camp now has multiple inter-net cafes.  The Squadron is still running a free inter-net café out of the headquarters, has a work system, and an inter-net service is still being provided in the Cantina by a local Iraqi.  We have had some power issues with the generators lately so the Cantina power has been down but our barracks building continues to be lighted and heated by our pool of generators.  Environmental leave will end this month.  By the end of January every platoon in the Troop will have sent a little over 50% of its soldiers on leave to the United States or Germany.  Seventy-two soldiers in the Troop will have been able to enjoy the privilege and that is great news considering we originally felt we would get 25% of the Troop on leave at best.  We have also sent soldiers to Qatar on pass, soldiers on a three-day in country pass in the Baghdad palace district, and we are still sending soldiers on the Squadron sponsored historical Babylon day trip.      

The Spur Ride at the end of October was a great event and kept the old tradition of training validation alive in the Squadron.  More than 60 soldiers from the Troop participated and one of the things I enjoyed most was watching soldiers that had never mounted a horse before, climb atop the trusted steed that was located in the Squadron DFAC and receive their Spurs.  Our 3/5 Football team won the Squadron Football championship against Nomad, in a great game.  Just this month all the soldiers that have participated in the aviation ground school classes are taking their final test.

We had a great convoy live fire training event in November coupled with close quarters combat marksmanship training.  Force protection improvements continue to be made around the base camp and in the Troop areas.  January will find us road testing our vehicles that haven’t moved in a while and conducting a very intensive vehicle inspection on our whole fleet to prepare the vehicles for the tactical road march to Kuwait.  In February we will once again qualify with our individual weapons.  March will find us executing one more aerial gunnery range density, another convoy live fire lane, and very occupied with loading equipment in vehicles and milvans.  During all this time we will still be conducting, day to day operations in Baghdad. 

My wife and I feel very blessed to be a part of such an incredible group of soldiers, NCOs, officers, and family members.  Operations in Iraq continue to be the United States main effort in the Global War on Terrorism.  We can be very proud of what we have all accomplished here and at home.  Those soldiers that deployed with Task Force Outlaw should be home before the main body of the squadron,  and the rest of the Troop should be home about a month later.  We will continue to take care of one another and look forward to the day we are re-united with you all.

Thank you,

