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BRIGADIER GENERAL MICHAEL D. BARBERO
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BG Barbero assumed his duties as Commanding General, Joint Readiness Center (JRTC) and Fort Polk on 23 April 2004.

BG Barbero was commissioned in the infantry upon graduation from the United States Military Academy in 1976.  He holds a Bachelor of Science degree from USMA, a Master of Military Arts and Sciences degree from the Command and General Staff College (SAMS), and a Master of Science degree from the National War College.  His military education includes the Infantry Officer Basic Course, the Armor Officer Advanced Course, the Command and General Staff College, the Advanced Military Studies Program and the National War College.

BG Barbero’s first assignment was at Fort Hood with the 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division, where he served as a Rifle Platoon Leader, Company Executive Officer, Battalion S3, and Commander, Combat Support Company.  He also served as Aide-de-camp to the Commanding General of the 1st Cavalry Division.

Following graduation from the Armor Officer’s Advanced Course at Fort Knox, he served in Korea with the 2nd Infantry Division as 3d Brigade Adjutant and Secretary of the General Staff.  From Korea, BG Barbero was assigned to Fort Campbell where he served as S3 of 3d Battalion, 327th Infantry.  Following graduation from the Command and General Staff College and the School of Advanced Military Studies, BG Barbero was assigned to the 7th Infantry Division where he served as the Chief of Current Operations in the G3 section and deployed to Panama for OPERATION JUST CAUSE.  While at Fort Ord, he also served as the S3 for the 9th Infantry Regiment (Manchu).  Next, BG Barbero served as an Observer/Controller with the Battle Command Training Program at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.

From July 1993 to June 1995, BG Barbero commanded 3d Battalion, 187th Infantry (Rakkasans), 101st Airborne Division at Fort Campbell, Kentucky.  Following Battalion Command, he served in the office of the Chief of Staff of the Army and attended the National War College.  From July 1997 to June 1999, he commanded the 2d Brigade, 10th Mountain Division. 

From August 1999 to July 2002, BG Barbero served as the Executive Assistant to CINC Joint Forces Command/Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic in Norfolk, Virginia.  BG Barbero returned to Fort Hood in July 2002 to serve as the III Corps Chief of Staff.  In May 2003 BG Barbero joined the 4th Infantry Division in Iraq, serving in OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM as the Assistant Division Commander (Maneuver) until the division redeployed in March 2004.

His awards and decorations include the Defense Superior Service Medal, the Legion of Merit (with 1 Oak Leaf Cluster), the Bronze Star Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal (with 6 Oak Leaf Clusters), the Air Assault Badge, the Parachutist Badge, and Ranger Tab.  

