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Chapter 1
General Provisions
1‑1.  Purpose. This regulation establishes and prescribes the command, control, and operations of all aircraft operating at the JRTC and Fort Polk.

1‑2.  References.
    a.  Army Regulation (AR) 95‑1, Flight Regulations.

    b.  AR 95‑2, Air Traffic Control, Airspace, Airfields,  
Flight Activities, and Navigational Aids.

    c.  Fort Polk Army Airfield (AAF) Standing Operating Procedures (SOP).

    d.  JRTC and Fort Polk Reg 115-1, 
Weather Support to JRTC and FP.

    e.  JRTC & FP Reg 385-1, Training Facilities Guide 
and Change 1 to JRTC & FP Reg 385-1.

1‑3.  Waiver Authority.  The waiver authority for the provisions of this regulation is the Commanding 
General, JRTC and Fort Polk, delegated to the Instal
lation Aviation Officer (IAO).
1‑4.  Responsibilities.  The general responsibilities for aviation operations at Fort Polk are the following:
    a.  Installation Aviation Officer.  The IAO will:

        (1) Provide staff supervision of all matters pertaining to aviation at Fort Polk, including operations, training, maintenance, and safety.  The Director, G3/Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobilization, and Security (DPTMS), Aviation Division, is designated as the IAO. 

        (2) Maintain the Installation Master Flight Hazard 
Map in Polk Army Airfield (PAAF) Base Operations.
        (3) Maintain the Aircrew Training Program (ATP) for all aviators assigned or attached to the JRTC, Operations Group or the G3/DPTMS, Aviation Division.
    b.  Installation Aviation Safety Officer (IASO).  

The IASO will:
        (1) Provide staff supervision of all matters pertain
ing to aviation safety management at Fort Polk.  

        (2) Serve as the central point of contact (POC) for 
safety matters for rotational and non-rotational aviation 
units.

        (3) Ensure the accomplishment of the Instal-lation Semiannual Flight Hazard Survey
.
        (4)  Update the Installation Master Flight Hazard 
Map semiannually with the results of the semiannual 
Flight Hazard Survey.

        (5)  Ensure the timely and accurate conduct of semiannual safety surveys of all approved airfields, 
helipads, forward landing strips, and drop zones 
on Fort Polk.

c.  Installation  Standardization Officer 
(ISO).  The ISO will:

        (1)  Provide staff supervision of all matters per
taining to aviation standardization at Fort Polk. 

        (2)  Serve as the central POC for standardiza
tion matters for rotational and non-rotational 
aviation units.  The Installation Aviation Officer 
will desig-nate the ISO, in writing.
    d.  Commander, 21st Air Support Operations 
Squadron 
(ASOS) Weather Flight.  The Commander of  the 
21st ASOS, Weather 
Flight will:

        (1)  Be responsible for all weather forecasting 
and observation for the  JRTC and Fort Polk. 

        (2)  Ensure forecasts and observations by the 21st 
ASOS Weather Flight govern operational deci
sions for rotational and non-rotational aircraft.
    e.  Exercise Maneuver Control Center (EMCC)/-
Joint Airspace Control Center (JACC).  The EMCC/ JACC will 
ensure coordination and deconfliction of all airspace 
for the JRTC and Fort Polk 
during rotational periods.
    f.  PAAF Operations Officer.  The PAAF Opera-tions Officer will 
coordinate the notification of transient aircrews 
of aircraft located on PAAF in the event of fore
casted hazardous weather conditions in accordance 

with (IAW) the Severe Weather Noti-fication 

Plan, Chapter 6.
    g.  Commanders.  At all levels, commanders will 
ensure all aviators are familiar and comply with 
the provisions of this regulation.
    h.  Pilots‑in‑Command (PC).  All PCs of Army 
aircraft will:

        (1)  Have a copy of the JRTC and Fort Polk Avia
tion Procedures Guide (APG) on hand and immediately available during all flights at Fort Polk.  (This is not 
applicable to transient flights.)
        (2)  Ensure all passengers of Army aircraft 
have the necessary protective clothing and equipment. 
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1‑5.  Flying Hour Report.  Commanders will reconcile 
their Flying Hour Report with their Aircraft Inventory 
Status and Flying Hour Report (DA Form 1352) prior 
to submission.
    a.  Monthly Flying Hour Report.  All Fort Polk 
aviation units will submit their monthly Flying Hour 
Report to the IAO not later than (NLT) 3 working days 
after the 15th of each month.  The hourly reporting 
period is from 160001 to 152400 each month.  Flying 
hours will be reported to the 10th of an hour.
    b.  Quarterly Flying Hour Report.  All Fort Polk 
aviation units will submit their Quarterly Flying Hour 
Reports to the IAO NLT 3 working days after the 15th 
day of December, March, June, and September.  All 
reports will be typed and data rounded to the nearest hour.  The IAO will consolidate FORSCOM unit 



feeder reports, prepare the installation Flying Hour 

Report with cover letter, and send the installation and 
unit Flying Hour Reports through the Commanding 
General, JRTC, to the Commanding General, Forces Command (FORSCOM).



1‑6.  Maintenance of Flight Records.

    a.  All flight personnel assigned/attached to the JRTC, Operations Group; G3/DPTMS, Aviation Division; or 4th Squadron/2d Armored Cavalry Regiment (rated army aviators, non-
rated crew members or non-crew members, and flight surgeons) in operational flying positions will 
turn in their Individual Flight Records Folders (IFRF) 
and Individual Aircrew Training Folders (IATF) to 
their Aircrew Training Program (ATP) Commander 
within 14 calendar days of being assigned to their unit.

    b.  All flight personnel assigned/attached to the JRTC, Operations Group or G3/ DPTMS, Aviation Division in 
non-operational flying duty positions 
will turn in their IFRF and IATF to the PAAF 
Operations Officer during in-processing to Fort Polk.  
    c.  Outgoing personnel will inform their Opera-tions Officer of their pending departure NLT 30 days prior to departure.
1‑7.  Signature Authority for Individual Flight 
Record and Certificate (DA Form 759) and 
Medical Recommendation for Flying Duty (DA 
Form 4186).  The signature authority for DA Forms 
759 and 4186 is the crew member's ATP Com-mander.
1‑8.  ATP Waivers/Extensions.
    a.  The commander who designates ATP require-
ments may grant extensions for up to 30 days to 
complete those requirements 
IAW AR 95‑1.
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    b.  The waiver authority for individual ATP 
will be IAW AR 95-1, para 4-2b. 

    c.  The waiver authority for unit ATP requirements 
is the Commanding General, FORSCOM.
1‑9.  Protective Clothing and Equipment.  
Protective clothing and equipment are required for 
passengers on all aircraft operating at Fort Polk.    

    a.  All passengers will wear identification tags (all 
Army military passengers) and approved hearing 
protection devices.

    b.  Any passenger occupying the front seat of any 
helicopter will wear an approved and properly 
inspected flight helmet.


Chapter 2
Local Flight Rules
2‑1.  Purpose.  This chapter 
establishes guidelines and directives for flight opera
tions within the local flying area (LFA).

2-2. Local Flying Area (LFA).  
2-3.     a.  The LFA begins at Tyler, Texas, and 
parallels Interstate (I)-20 to 



Vicksburg, MS; then south along the Mississippi River to Baton Rouge, LA;



 then west/southwest along  
I-10 to Lafayette, LA; 
then 
southeast to the corner of 
Marsh Island, L
A; then west along the LA coast to 
Galveston, TX, to include a 30 nautical mile (nm) circle around Scholes Airfield; then 

north along Hwy 45 to Houston, TX; then north along Hwy 59 to Lufkin, TX; then northwest along HWY 69 to Tyler, TX.
    b.  Airports, associated navigation aids, and cities and towns on the boundary of the local flying area are included in the local flying area.







2‑3.  Flight Altitudes.  
    a.  Fort Polk Military Reservation.  Flights con-ducted 
on the military reservation (outside the canton
ment area) 
or in a designated Helicopter Training 
Area (HTA) may operate at all terrain flight altitudes. 
    b.  Off the Fort Polk Military Reservation.  Flights conducted off the military reservation, within the JRTC AOI and not in 
a designated HTA, are restricted to a minimum of 400 
feet 
above ground level (AGL)

 unless ATC or weather requires flight at lower altitudes. 
    c.  Cities and Towns.  Unless directed by Air Traf-fic Control (ATC) or when weather dictates, no aircraft will operate below 
an altitude of 1000 feet AGL overflying cities and 
towns.  Altitudes below 1000 feet AGL are authorized, 
if the city or town is avoided by at least 1000 feet slant 
range.  Exceptions 
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will be granted on a mission basis by the IAO or the
Commander, Unites States Army Air Ambulance 
Detachment (USAAAD) for medical evacuation (MEDEVAC) 
missions.
    d.  Fixed‑Wing Aircraft.
        (1)  Transient Aircraft.  Fixed‑wing aircraft ope-ra
ting to and from PAAF will comply with instructions 
and airspace restrictions received from the appropriate 
ATC Agency.
        (2)  Fixed‑Wing Aircraft Supporting Rotations.  Fixed‑wing aircraft directly supporting JRTC rota-
tions will follow flight instructions as outlined in the 
JACC Procedures Manual and as specified by the 
appropriate ATC Agency.
        (3)  Non-Rotational   Support/Pre‑Rotation Re-connaissance Missions.  All other fixed‑wing aircraft operating at Fort Polk or in an HTA will 

coordinate with Fort Polk Base Operations NLT 
48 hours prior to 
operation.  In the event that both helicopters and fixed‑
wing aircraft are operating on the reservation or in a designated HTA, helicopters will operate at 300 feet 
AGL or below and fixed‑wing aircraft will operate at 5
00 feet AGL or above.
2‑4.  Flight Routes.  All flight routes are 
described in the Airspace Control Orders (ACO) for each JRTC rotation.

2‑5.  Authorized Helicopter Landing Areas.
    a.  Cantonment Area.  The only areas authorized for 
landing in the Fort Polk cantonment area are Fort Polk 
Army Airfield and the approved helipads listed in the 
APG.  Approved helipads in the cantonment area must 
be lighted for night use.  See APG for Special Operations Forces  (SOF) helipad usage.  



The Fort Polk cantonment area is depicted on the Fort Polk Military Installation Map and is defined as that portion of the Military Reservation that is not a named training area.
    b.  Fort Polk Military Reservation.  Helicopters may 
land at any location on the reservation, exclu-ding the cantonment area, as briefed and directed by the chain of command.
    c.  Off Post.  Helicopters may land off post only at 
those approved landing zones contained in the APG.  Exceptions are as follows:
        (1)  Precautionary and/or emergency 
landing.
        (2)  MEDEVAC mission.
        (3)  Civilian airfield.
        (4)  As authorized by the IAO.
2‑6.  HTAs.
    a.  All HTAs are depicted on the Fort Polk Military Installation Map in PAAF 
Base Operations.  Tactical helicopter flight training 
will be conducted in accor-dance with the APG.
    b.  Priority of use of the HTAs is established by the IAO as follows:

        (1)  Fort Polk tenant aviation units in support of 
elements located in the area for gunnery, field training exercises (FTXs), et cetera (etc.).
        (2)  Aviation units scheduled per paragraph 4‑3b for individual/crew night vision device (NVD) training in 
the area.

        (3)  National Guard (NG)/Reserve Component 
(RC) aviation units deployed for gunnery, FTXs, etc.
        (4)  Aviation units participating in JRTC rotations.
2‑7.  Off-Post Land Usage.  Units desiring to use off‑post land, to include the Horses Head Maneuver Area for ground training, must make their request to the G3/DPTMS IAW the procedures in JRTC and 
Fort Polk Reg 385‑1 and Change 1 to JRTC and Fort Polk Reg 385-1.







2‑8.  Flight Restrictions.  
    a.  Non-rotational aircraft that 
require entry into active range areas must contact the G3/DPTMS, Range Division, Range Control, for 
approval.  If the range is within the JRTC footprint, 
the JACC must provide approval.
    b.  Underflight of indirect fire weapon systems by 
manned aircraft is prohibited except for aircraft 
participating in actual calls for fire, combined arms 
operations, artillery observation, or Joint Air Attack 
Team (JAAT) operations.  Participating aircrews will 
comply with the following:
        (1)  The PC/Air Mission Com
mander (AMC) will receive a briefing from higher headquarters on mortar and artillery firing 
positions prior to flight.
        (2)  The PC/AMC will contact the G3/DPTMS, 
Range Division, Range Control, prior to entering the 
active range, to receive current information 
per-taining to all active firing points in the route 
of flight and the type of firing activity from those 
points.
        (3)  No aircraft will underfly a gun‑target (GT) line at 
an altitude greater than 200 feet AGL.
        (4)  When passing to the front of the gun tubes, 
aircraft will pass no closer than 500 meters from the 
firing point.
        (5)  Underflight of mortar, rocket, and/or rocket‑ 
assisted-projectile rounds is prohibited.
        (6)  Aircraft will not pass to the front of any 
firing point participating in direct fire.



        (7)  The JACC may establish informal Airspace Control Authority (ACA) to allow underflight of GT 

lines using the guidance contained in paragraph 2‑8b(3)‑(6) above.

    c.  Unaided aircraft operating between sunset and 
sunrise will display position lights.
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2‑9.  Hazards To Flight.
    a.  Reporting.  Crew members will report opera-
tional hazards and unsafe conditions or acts to their  
chain of command immediately upon discovery.  After 
initial verbal reporting, crew members will follow up 
with an Operational Hazard Report (DA Form 2696-
R) to document the condition.  An operational hazard 
is any condition, action, or set of circumstances that 

compromises the safety of Army aircraft, associated personnel, airfields, or equipment.
    b.  Semiannual Flight Hazard Survey.  The IASO is responsible for ensuring the accomplishment of the I
nstallation Semiannual Flight Hazard Survey.


The Flight Hazard Survey is a flight over the reserva
tion HTAs to confirm the existence of previously 
identified hazards and identify new hazards to flight.  
The IASO is authorized to task Fort Polk aviation 
units, through the G3/DPTMS, for the conduct of this 
survey.  The IASO will specify procedures for conduct 
of the Flight Hazard Survey.
    c.  Installation Master Flight Hazard Map.  The IAO 
is responsible for maintaining the Installation Master 
Flight Hazard 
Map in PAAF Base Operations.  The 
IASO will update this map semiannually with the 
results of the semiannual Flight Hazard Survey.  
Aviation commanders are responsible for updating 
their unit and individual flight hazard maps from the Installation Flight Hazard Map.  Every PC is responsi
ble for maintaining an individual flight map which 
contains the hazards identified on the Installation 
Flight Hazard Map.
    d.  Landing Area Safety Surveys.  As specified in 
paragraph 1-4b(5) of this publication, the IASO is 
responsible for ensuring the timely and accurate 
conduct of semiannual safety surveys of all approved 
airfields, helipads, forward landing strips, and drop 
zones on Fort Polk.  The purpose of these surveys is 
to ensure that all landing areas are free of unacceptable hazards.  The IASO is authorized to task Fort Polk 
aviation units, through the G3/DPTMS, for the conduct 
of these surveys.
2‑10.  Flight Planning.
    a.  Flight plans will be filed in accordance with 
Section II of the PAAF SOP.  Rotational units will use 
tactical flight plans IAW unit Tactical Standing 







Operating Procedures  (TACSOP) and the JACC Procedures Manual.

    b.  Training flights departing the Fort Polk LFA will be approved by the unit commander or his designated representative.

    c.  Maximum use will be made of contract fuel and government facilities, unless such use would impact 
adversely on mission accomplishment.
5
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2‑11.  Weather Minima.
    a.  Visual Flight Rules (VFR) Minima in Uncon
trolled/Special Use Airspace.  
        (1)  Table 2-1 states the minimum weather required for all Flights in un
controlled/special use airspace, 1200 feet AGL and below





.
        (2)  When  weather  is  less  than  stated  in  Table 
2-1, all training/missions will stop.
        
        (3)   All tenant aircraft, rotational aircraft, or air-

craft  in support  of JRTC rotations  within uncontrol-

led or special use airspace, 1200 feet AGL and below,
in the JRTC AOI  may recover  to the nearest suitable
landing area, Intermediate  Staging Base (ISB),  Fort
Polk,  or assembly  area with 
weather  less than  the
minima  stated in  Table 2-1(SVFR),  but 
equal  to or 
greater 
than the minima stated in Table 2-2.
      A/C TYPE                           CONDITION                                      CEILING                     VISIBILITY
         Rotary   
 Day

 500 ft                              1/2 mile


 Night 
 700 ft                              2 miles


 NVD Qual 
1000 ft                             3 miles 
        Fixed-wing                              Day                                                    1000 ft                             3 miles


Night
1000 ft                             3 miles



Table 2-1. Visual Flight Rules (VFR) Minima in Uncontrolled Airspace
    b.  Special Visual Flight Rules (SVFR).
        (1)  This subparagraph applies to all surface 
based controlled airspace, 
unless higher (more restrictive) 
minima exist.  
Aircraft must be equipped for Instrument Meteorolo
gical Conditions (IMC) flight as outlined 
in  AR 95‑1, 
Table 5-2.  Required equipment must be operable.  
The OH‑58D aircraft will not be required to 
have a 
turn and slip indicator.

        (2)  For VFR planning purposes, destination 
weather must be forecasted at or above the minima 
provided in Table 2-2 below at estimated time of arrival (ETA) 
plus 1 hour.
        (3)  Appropriate publications for IMC flight will be in the aircraft and accessible by the pilot.



   

   A/C TYPE                               CONDITION                                       CEILING                        VISIBILITY

 
 Rotary   

Day   
 300 ft                               1/2 mile
                     
 Night                                                  500 ft                                1 mile
        Fixed Wing                              

      SVFR NOT AUTHORIZED


Table 2-2. Special Visual Flight Rules (SVFR)



2‑12.  Flight Following/Advisory Service.   Flight following will be conducted IAW the APG.
2‑13.  Recommended Inadvertent IMC Procedures.  Inadvertent IMC Procedures will be IAW 
the APG.
6
Chapter 3

Standardization and Training

3-1.  Purpose.  This chapter establishes guidelines and directives for the operations, standardization, and training of Army aviators and aircrews assigned or attached to the Fort Polk installation.

3-2.  JRTC and Fort Polk Aviation Standardiza- tion Committee.  The committee 

will be composed IAW AR 95-1, paragraph 4-38.  The IAO is the Chairman of the Installation Standardization Committee (ISC) and will designate other members on written orders.  The responsibility and functions of the committee are outlined in AR 95-1.  Recommendations of the ISC become center/ instal
lation policy when signed by the Chairman.  Avia

tion units will maintain a file copy of the minutes for 1 year.  In accordance with AR 25-400-2, The Modern Army Recordkeeping System, the file number will be 95-1f.   The ISC will meet at the call of the Chairman, but not less than semiannually.

3-3.  Helicopter Practice Autorotations/Simulated Engine Failures.
     a.  Hovering autorotations and simulated engine failures at a hover may be performed provided a 100-foot clearance from all aircraft or obstacles is maintained.
    b.  Simulated engine failures terminated with power may be conducted at the following locations:
        (1)  PAAF.

        (2)  Honor Field (if not occupied).

        (3)  VHF omni-directional range (VOR) station site (not within 500 feet).

(4) Self Airfield. 
(5) Alexandria International Airport (AEX)
    c.  Simulated engine failures with power recovery may be conducted in any area that would allow for safe landing in the event of an actual emergency.

    d.  Two-way radio communication with an ATC facility is required.

3-4.  Emergency Procedures Training in the OH-58C and UH-1.

    a.  Designated personnel may conduct touchdown emergency  procedures  training in  the OH-58C  and
UH-1, subject to the provisions of  the following:

        (1)  AR 95-1.


        (2)  Training Circular (TC) 1-210, Aircrew  Training Program Commander’s Guide to Individual and Crew Standardization.

        (3)  IAW the applicable Aircrew Training Man-ual (ATM). 







     b.  Aviation unit commanders will select and designate appropriate instructor pilot (IP)/standardi-zation instructor pilots (SPs) on unit appointment orders, as certified in touchdown emergency procedures training.

     c.  Designated IP/SPs will:

        (1)  Notify the tower prior to conducting touch-down emergency procedures (except hovering 
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autorotations/simulated engine failures at a hover) and  inform the tower when training is complete.

        (2)  Ensure touchdown only on the PAAF hard-surfaced runway (except hovering autorotations/ 
simulated engine failures at a hover).  When approv-ed by the ATC at Alexandria International Airport, autorotations may be conducted to an approved hard-surfaced runway on the airfield.

        (3)  Conduct training only during aircraft quali-fication training, IP/SP proficiency training, and 

IP/SP evaluations (only for those authorized to perform touchdown emergency procedures).

    d.  The PAAF Tower will notify the Directorate of Public Works, Fire and Emergency Services, Crash Rescue Facility that emergency procedures training is taking place and when it is completed.

    e.  For frequency of training, the IP/SPs designated to perform touchdown emergency procedures will practice, as necessary, to maintain individual proficiency. 

Chapter 4

Night/Night Vision Device (NVD) Operations

4‑1.  Purpose.  This chapter 
establishes requirements for the conduct of night 
(unaided) and NVD (aided) operations within the 
Fort Polk training areas.  This regulation is intended 
to supplement information contained in appropriate 
ARs, Field Manuals (FMs), and Technical Circulars.
4‑2.  Applicability.  These rules apply to all person-nel 
who conduct or participate in night/NVD training and/
or operations at Fort Polk.


4‑3.  Responsibilities.
    a.  Commanders.  Commanders at all levels will:

 
         (1)  Ensure all crew members are in compli- compliance 
with appropriate ARs, TCs, and current directives 
governing NVD operations.
        (2)  Establish procedures for securing NVDs IAW current directives.
    b.  PAAF Operations Officer.  The PAAF Opera-
tions Officer will maintain an updated listing of assigned 
training areas and units utilizing these areas. 

    



c.  Tenant Unit Operations.
        (1)  Units who have reserved training areas for 
gunnery, field training exercises, airmobile opera-
tions, etc., will notify the PAAF Operations Officer 
at least 15 working days prior to scheduled utilization 
in order to facilitate NVD training area scheduling.
        (2)  Any pilot may request use of a previous scheduled training area, if coordination between the scheduled unit has been made. 

Units desiring to use 


areas they  are  not scheduled  for will coordinate 
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between operations sections before close of business
sections before close of business 
(COB) the same day.
    d.  Warrior Control.  Warrior Control will:

        (1)  Issue advisories and maintain flight 
follow-ing for all aircraft operating within Fort Polk 
training areas.
        (2)  Transmit simultaneously on ultra-high 
fre-quency (UHF), very high frequency (VHF), and 
frequency modulation (FM) frequencies when 
communicating with aircraft.
        (3)  Contact Polk Tower via land line when an 
aided aircraft departs the training areas en route to 


PAAF.  This coordination will be made prior to 
allowing the aircraft to change frequencies to Polk 
Tower.
        (4)  Notify other aircraft in that area and 
adja-cent training areas in the event an aircraft becomes 
disoriented.
        (5)  Precede aircraft call sign or tail number 
with the word "goggle" when communicating with 
non-rotational aided aircraft.

    e.  Polk Tower.  Polk Tower will:
        (1)  Contact Warrior Control via land line and coordinate/deconflict the departure whenever an air
craft departs the traffic pattern for a training area.
        (2)  Precede aircraft call sign or tail number with 
the word "goggle" when communicating with 
non-rotational aided aircraft.

    f.  Pilots-in-Command.  Pilots‑in‑Command will:
        (1)  Comply with all procedures and guidelines, as specified in appropriate regulations, directives, and 
policies.

        (2)  Review the latest Airspace Control Order 
(ACO) prior to flight in support of JRTC rotations.
        (3)  Ensure minimum aircraft lighting 

require
ments are complied with IAW AR 95‑1, AR 95-2, and APG 
for flights between sunset and sunrise.
       (4)  Use only interior lighting that is compatible 
with the NVD being used.  The unit commander will determine the acceptability of compatible lighting.
4‑4.  Operations.

    a.  Maximum Number of Aircraft.  The maximum number of aircraft per HTA is 
three. Commanders may authorize operations in an 
HTA with more aircraft, if all aircraft are under 
operational control of a single Air Mission Comman
der.  Commanders of rotational units will determine 
and implement appropriate control measures and 
density limitations for their units.
    b.  Mixing Aided and Unaided Aircraft.  Mixing of aided and unaided aircraft in traffic  
patterns or  train- 
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ing areas is not authorized.  West and 
east traffic at the PAAF are not considered the same 

traffic patterns as long as Polk Tower is operational.  Separation in HTAs will be maintained IAW the APG.
    
c.  Weather Requirements.  The weather must be 
equal to or greater than a 1000-foot ceiling and 3-mile 
visibility for initial NVD qualification.  All other train
ing must have ceilings of 700 feet or higher and visibility 
of 2 miles or greater.
    d.  Inadvertent IMC Recovery Procedures.  (See APG)

    e.  Aircraft External Lighting.  (See APG)
    f.  Blackout Operations.



        (1)  Night Vision Device operations in a "black-out" mode will not be conducted outside of restricted airspace (Kisatchie National Forest is NOT restricted airspace) 
unless all the conditions and limitations contained in the current Federal Aviation Administration Grant of Exemption No. 3946 
have been met.
        (2)  Aircraft Involved with Rotations.  When NVD operations are conducted within restricted areas R3803A, R3804A, and that portion of R3804B which lies outside 
of  PAAF's Class D airspace, aircraft lights may be less than steady bright, to include 
the "blackout" mode, if conditions and limitations are met 
as follows:
        (a)  A safety observer, equipped with NVDs and 
dedicated to surveying fully about the area for other participating and non‑participating aircraft, must be 
on-board each aircraft.
        (b)  When two or more aircraft are involved in an operation and any of the participating aircraft are unable 
to have an observer on board (e.g., AH‑1, AH-
64), another properly lighted aircraft must be used as an observation platform, dedicated to surveillance for other aircraft.  When required, the Observer/ 
Controller (O/C) aircraft meets the requirement of an observation platform.
NOTE:  A safety observer is defined as a third qualified 
and current crew member, in addition to the two aviators flying the aircraft, whose sole responsibility is to be 
vigilant for other aircraft and obstacles.  The crew chief 
may perform this duty.
    g.  Safety and Control Aircraft.

        (1)  During all NVD "blackout" mode opera-tions, a 
safety and control aircraft is required with two or more participating aircraft if a safety observer is not on board 
each aircraft in the training area.
        (2)  Safety and control pilots will be briefed on 
the planned training, to include, as a minimum, the 
detailed route, start time, completion time, and radio frequen
cies.
        (3)  Two‑way radio communications will be main
tained with Warrior Control and the aircraft operating in 
the "blackout" mode.

        


(4)  Aircraft will be advised whenever traffic is 
relevant, at which time all aircraft position/navigation 
lights will be returned to the steady bright position 
until traffic is no longer relevant.
        (5)  Current publications, to include a current 
flight hazard map, will be maintained.
        (6)  All position reports and advisories to Warrior 
Control will be made.


    h.  Non‑Rotational-Multi‑Aircraft Operations  will be conducted IAW AR 95-2, TC 1-210, APG, and current NVD messages.










    i.  Flying Hour Limits/Crew Endurance.  Crew 
endurance will be 
IAW the unit’s SOP.

Chapter 5
Airfield Mooring/Tie-Down Requirements
5‑1.  Purpose.  This chapter 
establishes procedures for mooring and tie down of all 
assigned and transient aircraft.
5‑2.  Reference.  Technical Manual (TM) 1‑1500-250‑23, Aviation 
Unit and Aviation Intermediate Maintenance for Gene
ral Tie Down and Mooring on all Series Army Models, 
AH-64, UH-60, Ch-47, UH-1, AH-1, and OH-58 
Helicopters. 
5‑3.  Applicability.  All aircraft assigned, attached, and 
transient at this installation, to include satellite 
support airfields.
5‑4.  Responsibilities.
    a.  Commanders.  Commanders will:  
        (1)  Ensure the main rotor blades are tied down, 
IAW applicable aircraft manuals, after each flight. 
 Aircraft at a prepared site and not scheduled to be 

flown for a period of 4 or more hours will be hangared 
or moored IAW TM 1‑1500‑250‑23.  (Unless 
hangared, the MEDEVAC Unit SOP will establish the mooring requirement for the 1st‑up aircraft.)

         (2)  Ensure all maintenance stands, fuel cans, trash 
cans, etc., are either removed from the ramp or secured 
to the ramp on a nightly basis.
    b.  Rotational Commanders.  Rotational comman-ders 
will ensure their units deploy with all required equipment to comply with the provisions of TM 1‑1500‑250‑23.
    c.  Airfield Commander (PAAF).  The PAAF Commander will





:
        (1)  Ensure all non-rotational transient aircrews abide by the requirements established in this chapter.
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        (2)  Provide hangar space, as appropriate.
        (3)  Ensure non-rotational transient aircraft are 
parked at a location which will provide the necessary 
mooring points.
    d.  Crew Members, Non-Crew Members, and Other Personnel.  All crew members, non-crew  members, and 
other personnel deemed appropriate by the commander, 
will attend an annual training session in the proper procedures for mooring of the unit's aircraft.  The TM 1‑1500‑250‑23 will be used as the basis for the instruc
tion.
5‑5.  General.  Regardless 
of type of aircraft or unit assignment, mooring procedures will be as follows for all aircraft located on PAAF or within the JRTC AOI:
    a.  All fixed‑wing aircraft mooring will be accom-plish
ed using 1/4 inch aircraft cable with wire clamps, 3/4 inch 
or larger rope, or MB1 chain adjusters and 10k chains.
    b. In the absence of the specified hardware, the 
MC2 tie down, cargo, National Stock Number (NSN) 1670‑00‑725‑1437, is an authorized substitute.  The strap will be positioned with 
the ratchet assembly located next to the clevis assembly 
on the aircraft (end closest to the aircraft).  The hook on 
the ratchet assembly will be installed from the top of the 
clevis with the open end of the hook facing the ground.  
No more than one‑half of a twist in the mooring strap 
is permissible.  Loose ends of the mooring straps will be secured to prevent the wind from blowing them into the 
aircraft.
NOTE: The observer/controllers (O/Cs) can provide information for aircraft mooring points at Alexandria International Airport (AEX).

Chapter 6 

Severe Weather Notification Plan

NOTE:  See Fort Polk Hurricane Evacuation (HUREVAC) Plan for hurricane notification and  evacuation procedures.

6‑1.  Purpose.  This chapter establishes an efficient means of notification of units/crews having aircraft located on, or operating on or near, PAAF of the existence or potential for weather that could cause damage to those aircraft.  See Chapter 7 for weather criteria.

6‑2.  Applicability.  These procedures pertain to all aviation units assigned or attached to the JRTC and 
















Fort Polk, Polk Tower, Base Operations personnel, and 21st ASOS/Air Support Weather (ASW).
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6‑3.  Responsibilities.
    a.  Commander, 21st ASOS/ASW.  The 21st ASOS/ 
ASW will:
        (1)  Determine the potential for, or existence of, 
weather meeting the criteria described in Chapter 7.
        (2)  Initiate the notification plan through the 
Automated Meteorological Information System (AMIS).
        (3)  Call the Field Officer of the Day (FOD
).  The FOD will obtain a read back from the following:
        (a)  Polk Base Operations.  If Base Operations is 
closed, contact the Airfield Operations Officer.
        (b)  MEDEVAC Detachment.
        (c)  JRTC Flight Detachment Operations.
        (d) 
4th Squadron, 2d Armored Cavalry Regi-ment (ACR).
        (e)  Polk Tower.
        (f)  EMCC Staff Weather Officer (who will noti-fy 
the JACC, Battle Captain, and aviation (AVN) Tac
tical Analysis Feedback Facility (TAFF)).

    b.  JACC.  The JACC will notify all rotational units 
thru AVN O/C channels.

    c.  Polk Base Operations Officer.  The Polk Base 
Operations Officer will:
        (1)  Ensure that the Airfield Commander is 
notified.
        (2)  Ensure, during duty hours, Base Operations 
personnel notify transient aircrews. 
        (3)  Ensure that the Airfield Noncommissioned O
fficer in Charge (NCOIC) is notified.


Chapter 7
Protection of Aircraft in Severe or Extreme
Weather
7‑1.  Purpose.  This chapter 
establishes requirements for the protection of aircraft 
during severe weather at 
Fort Polk.  These 
requirements are beyond those specified in Chapter 5 
of this regulation.  Nothing in this chapter is meant 
to override the operating limitations of aircraft, as 
specified in the appropriate operator's manual.
7‑2.  Applicability.  These procedures pertain to 
rotational aircraft, transient aircraft, and all aircraft 
belonging to units assigned or attached to the JRTC and  
Fort Polk.
7‑3.  Explanation of Terms.  Explanation of specific 
terms for protection of aircraft during severe 
weather is contained in Section II of the Glossary.



7‑4.  JRTC Hangaring Priority.  The priority for hangaring aircraft at the JRTC and Fort Polk is as follows: 
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    a.
OH‑58D/OH58C.
    b.
MH/AH‑6.

    c.
MH‑60.

    d.
AH‑64.

    e.
EH‑60.

    f.
UH‑60.

    g.
MH‑47.

 
   h.
AH‑1.

    i.
Fixed wing.

    j.
UH‑1.


    k.
CH‑47.
7‑5.   Responsibilities.
    a.  Severe Weather:  Weather Warning  For Surface Winds 50 knots or greater.  (See Glossary) 

Rotational/Non-Rotational Aviation Commanders.  All 
commanders will:

        (1)  Recall all aircraft operating within the affec-ted weather AOI unless current weather conditions prohibit continued flight  and terminate flight operations.

        (2)  Hangar aircraft IAW the JRTC hangaring priority. 

        (3)  Fill hangars in order of 
Building (Bldg) 4295, Bldg 4262, Bldg 
4297, and North K‑Span, consecutively.

        (4)  Moor remaining aircraft IAW Chapter 5, this regulation. 

        (5)  Evacuate aircraft in accordance with the Fort 
Polk HUREVAC Plan in the event of a hurricane.   



    b.  Severe Weather: Weather Warning for Surface Winds 35-49 Knots.  (See Glossary)

        (1) Rotational/Non-Rotational Aviation Com-manders: All commanders should:






        (a) Determine if flight operations should be terminated and if conditions and time required warrant flight of aircraft from field sites to Polk AAF or the ISB for hard stand mooring.
        (b) Determine if aircraft should be moored IAW unit SOP or at Polk AAF, ISB, or Tactical Field Site.  Aircraft mooring will be IAW Chapter 5 of this regulation. 

        (c) Be prepared to execute the severe weather plan as outlined in paragraph 7-5a(1) of this regulation.

7-6.  Installation Responsibilities.  In the event of severe weather, the G3/DPTMS, Aviation Division is responsible for vacating the North K-Span container at PAAF for storing advanced aircraft IAW paragraph 7-4 of this regulation.

NOTE 1: Wind velocities greater than 50 knots for OH-58s and 75 knots for all other aircraft may cause 
structural damage even if moored.  If winds are expected to exceed 50 knots the IAO will make appropriate recommendations, to include evacuation, to the Commanding General.

NOTE 2: Hurricane Watch.  The Installation Com-mander is the decision-making authority for the evacuation of aircraft.  The IAO will make recom-mendations to the Commanding General concerning the evacuation of aircraft.

7-7.  Weather Condition Contingency Plan.
    a.  Weather conditions change rapidly in the JRTC AOI.  For this reason a contingency plan exists for the protection of aircraft in the event of severe weather.

    b.  The 21st ASOS/ASW is the reporting agency for all weather conditions.  

    c.  Weather conditions:
  
(1) Weather Advisories:   Do not restrict normal operations.

        (a) Normal parking.
        
        (b) No notification required.
        (2) Weather Watch:  (See Glossary).
        (a) A weather watch is not a forecast.  It does not ground aircraft unless current weather conditions 
require it or the unit commander chooses to do so.
        (b) Normal Parking
        (c) The 21st ASOS/ASW will execute notifi-cation IAW Chapter 6 of this regulation.

        (d) Rotational and non-rotational aviation com-manders will closely monitor weather conditions and be prepared to execute paragraph 7-5a and/or 7-5b of this regulation.

        (3) Weather Warning:  Winds 35-49 knots or a forecast for severe weather is issued.
        (a) Execute the severe weather plan IAW paragraph 7-5b of this regulation.

        (b) The 21st ASOS/ASW will execute notification IAW Chapter 6 of this regulation.

        (4) Weather Warning: Winds 50 knots or greater or a forecast for severe weather is issued.
        (a) Execute the severe weather plan IAW paragraph 7-5a of this regulation

        (b) The 21st ASOS/ASW will execute noti-fication IAW Chapter 6 of this regulation.

        (c) Rotational Unit Requirements: Rotational units must bring blade folding kits, ground handling wheels, aircraft mooring chains, and aircraft field mooring kits when deploying to JRTC and Fort Polk.  A D-rear support team is necessary to pre-position blade folding kits and ground handling wheels at PAAF once the unit deploys from the ISB.   
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    d.  The EMCC will brief these requirements at the D-180 and D-90 conferences.
___________________________________________

































































































Glossary
Section I

Acronyms and Abbreviations
AAF  

Army Airfield 

ACA

Airspace Control Authority
ACO

Airspace Control Order 
ACR 

Armored Cavalry Regiment 

AEX

Code for Alexandria International Airport 

AGL

Above Ground Level 




AMC

Air Mission Commander    
AOI

Area of Interest
APG

Aviation Procedures Guide  
AR

Army Regulation  


ASOS  

Air Support Operations Squadron  
ASW

Air Support Weather


ATC

Air Traffic Control
ATM

Aircrew Training Manual
ATP

Aircrew Training Program
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AVN 

Aviation 





AMIS
Automated Meteorological Information System 


Bldg
Building 

COB

Close of Business

DA

Department of the Army

DOD

Department of Defense
DOIM

Directorate of Information 

Management
DPTMS

Directorate of Plans, Training, 

Mobilization, and Security    



EMCC

Exercise Maneuver Control Center  
ETC.

et cetera
ETA

Estimated Time of Arrival




FM 

Field Manual; Frequency

Modulation  
FOD

Field  Officer of the Day
FORSCOM

Forces Command  
FP

Fort Polk
FT
feet/foot

FTX

Field Training Exercise    
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GT 

Gun‑Target  
HTA 

Helicopter Training Area   

HUREVAC 

Hurricane Evacuation 

I
Interstate  
IAO 

Installation Aviation Officer  
IASO 

Installation Aviation Safety Officer

IATF

Individual Aircrew Training Folders   

IAW

In Accordance With 
IFRF

Individual Flight Records Folders   
IMC

Instrument Meteorological Conditions
IP 

Instructor Pilot

ISB 

Intermediate Staging Base

ISC

Installation Standardization
  Committee   
ISO 

Installation Standardization Officer   
JAAT

Joint Air Attack Team   
JACC

Joint Airspace Control Center  



JRTC

Joint Readiness Training Center   
LA

Louisiana

LFA

Local Flying Area   


MEDEVAC

Medical Evacuation   
MS
Mississippi









NCOIC 

Noncommissioned Officer in Charge

NG

National Guard
NLT  

Not Later Than  
NM

Nautical Mile





NSN

National Stock Number  
NVD

Night Vision Device    
O/C

Observer/Controller


PAAF

Polk Army Airfield

PC

Pilot-in-Command

POC 

Point of Contact  



RC

Reserve Component
SAAFR

Standard Use Army Aircraft Flight Route  
SOF

Special Operations Forces





SOP  

Standing Operating Procedures  
SP

Standardization Instructor Pilot   







SVFR
Special Visual Flight Rules  
TACSOP

Tactical Standing Operating Procedures
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TAFF    

Tactical Analysis Feedback Facility  










TC 

Training Circular  

TM
Technical Manual 

TX

Texas

UAV  

Unmanned Aerial Vehicle

UHF  

Ultra High Frequency

US  

United States 
USAAAD

United States Army Air Ambulance Detachment

VFR

Visual Flight Rules
VHF 

Very High Frequency 
VOR 

VHF Omni-Directional Range 
Section II
Terms
Airspace Control Authority
An airspace control authority is a three-dimensional 
block of airspace of defined dimensions and used as a restrictive fire support coordination measure.  An 
airspace control authority is used primarily in close 
air support situations for high-volume fire.  Friendly 
aircraft are reasonably free from friendly surface fires, 
with artillery, helicopters, and fixed-winged aircraft 
given specific lateral or vertical airspace within which 
to operate.




















Helicopter Training Area

Special areas designated within the local training where helicopters are authorized to operate nap-of-the-earth.
Severe Weather
    a.  Surface winds 35 to 44 knots with hail equal to or greater than ½ inch but less than ¾ inch in diameter.
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    b.  Surface winds 45 knots or greater, tornadoes, and hail  ¾ inch or greater in diameter.





Standard Use Army Aircraft Flight Routes (SAAFR)
Routes established below the coordinating altitude to 
facilitate the movement of Army aviation assets. 
Normally, these routes are located in the corps through brigade rear area operations.
Terminal Weather Advisories

Special notices provided when a specific weather condition that could affect operations at P

AAF, plus the area within 5 nautical miles of 
the airfield, is occurring or is expected to occur.  Criteria 
for terminal weather advisories are listed in JRTC and 
Fort Polk Reg 115‑1.

Weather Advisories

Special notices provided to a supported agency when 
an established weather condition that could affect its operation is occurring or is expected to occur.  Criteria for weather advisories are listed in JRTC and Fort Polk Reg 115‑1.

Weather Warnings


A special notice provided to a supported agency when an established weather condition of such intensity as to pose 
a hazard to property or life for which the supported agency must take protective action is occurring or is expected to occur singularly or 
separately on or in:
    a.  
PAAF and an area within a 5 nautical mile radius of PAAF.
    b.  Peason AOI.
    c.   Alexandria AOI.
    d.  Fullerton AOI.
Criteria for weather warnings are listed in JRTC and 
Fort Polk Reg 115‑1.  A weather warning is a 
forecast. 
Weather Watch 
A special notice provided to a supported agency to alert that agency of the possibility of severe 

weather when the potential exists for development.  
A weather watch is 
NOT a forecast.   It does not ground aircraft unless unit commanders choose to do so or current weather 
conditions require it. Criteria for weather watches are listed in JRTC and Fort Polk Reg 115‑1.

21st ASOS/ASW

The 21st ASOS/ASW is the US Air Force Weather Detachment at Fort Polk.  It provides all operational 
weather support for all tenant aviation operations 
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conducted 
at JRTC and Fort Polk.  
Section III

Specific Abbreviations and Terms






JRTC Area of Interest (AOI)

The AOI is divided into four primary areas as follows:

    a.  Fullerton: includes the area south of Highway 28 and west of the WQ 15 north-south grid line, and east of  PAAF.

    b.  Peason: includes the area north of Highway 28, and west of the WQ 15 north-south grid line.

    c.  Alexandria International Airport: includes the area east of the WQ 15 north-south grid line (including Alexandria Class D Airspace).

    d.  Polk Army Airfield




 Class D.



