This section covers FARP operations at the Intermediate Staging Base in Alexandria.

Description

The FARP at the ISB is actually a hot re-fuel point located on the old cargo apron of the North Ramp.  It is located there to keep FARP operations separate from other activities on the ramp and from helicopter parking.  This was by agreement with the England Authority and JRTC Safety office.  The FARP location will not be moved.  Configuration will not be moved.  Configuration will be coordinated with the LNO.  This is non-negotiable.

Prerequisites

a. Equipment.  Fuel handlers must ensure that sufficient absorbent materials are on hand to prevent fuel leaking from hoses and connections from soaking into the ground.

b. Purged fuel.  Aviators and crews must ensure that no purged fuel remains on the ground and should take steps to prevent fuel from ever getting on the ground.  Units should have a plan for using purged and waste fuel which should be used elsewhere (i.e. in ground vehicles) whenever possible.

Procedures

a. Occupation.  The fueling unit must coordinate with the LNO and the AVN TF commander to ensure that the FARP layout is compatible with airfield operations and with the using unit’s plans.

b. Operation.  Aircraft needing fuel must coordinate with the tower and inform it of when they are transitioning to/from the FARP.  As fuel drips on the ground the unit will take steps to contain it.

c. Spills.  All spills will be cleaned up immediately using the maximum amount of personnel necessary for the size and amount of the spill.  The quicker the spill is contained and cleaned up the less fuel will be absorbed into the ground.  All spills will be reported to the OC on site and all spills 10 gallons or greater will be reported to the EPA personnel at the ISB through the training unit chain of command.

d. Termination of operation.  When the FARP terminates operations, personnel will notify the LNO.  The LNO, ISB Environmental Coordinator, and the unit will conduct a joint inspection of the FARP site before the unit clears the ISB.

e. Slingload of fuel blivets.  Units may slingload fuel blivets out of the ISB.  Blivets may have patches on them when used for fuel but the patch must not leak.  Blivets will not be filled with more than 420 gallons of fuel.  All filled blivets must be monitored and placed in secondary containment for 12 hours prior to slingload.  There are two very distinct types of operation when dealing with fuel filled blivets:

(1) If the unit has a current slingload operation and a situation, which makes the blivet a transportation means, it falls under Title 49, CFR.  As long as the blivet is filled and carried away, normal spill prevention is required.

(2) If the blivet is to remain on the ground for any length of time (subjective determination) or the intention is not to move it at the time of filling, it becomes a temporary storage unit and comes under Title 40, CFR.  Therefore the unit must build a temporary berm around the blivet(s).  The berm must be filled with plastic that is fuel resistant and the containment must be for 100% of the contained fuel and the blivets.

Environmental protection


References

a. AR 200-1, Environmental Protection and Enhancement, 23 April 1990

b. Title 29, Code of Federal Regulations (OSHA)

c. Title 40, Code of Federal Regulations (EPA), including Part 260-279

d. Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (DOT)

e. Fort Polk and JRTC Reg 200-1, Environmental Protection and Enhancement

f. Fort Polk and JRTC Reg 200-2, Spill Contingency Planning

g. Fort Polk and JRTC Reg 200-3, Water Pollution Management Program for Motorpools and Maintenance Facilities

h. Fort Polk and JRTC Reg 200-4, Hazardous Materials/Waste Management

i. Fort Polk and JRTC Reg 200-5, Hazardous Waste Minimization Program

j. Installation Spill Contingency Plan

k. Environmental Training Manual

l. Louisiana Administrative Code (LAC), Title 33.V, Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Materials

Responsibilities

a. Rotational unit commanders and their leaders are responsible for the actions of their soldiers and aircrews.  It is their responsibility to be familiar with the environmental policies of the ISB and ensure that all personnel are trained to operate in an environmentally safe manner.  Ignorance to the law is no excuse

b. Rotational units are responsible to have all necessary environmental equipment on hand upon arrival at the ISB.  Equipment procurement is not the responsibility of the ISB personnel.

c. Rotational units need to be familiar with the requirements for environmental stewardship at the ISB.

Prevention and Preparedness

Spill kits. 

a. Rotational units must arrive with their own spill kits.  The kits must be sufficient to de3al with any expected spill situation, ranging from minor seepage to major spills.  As a minimum, a spill kit that has the capability of absorbing 60 gallons of product is sufficient.  Units are also responsible for replacing used equipment as needed.

b. All fuel handlers and leaders must be familiar with the use of the specific spill kits and with the unit spill plan.

Spill plans

a. Units must have a valid site-specific spill plan.  These plans should be site specific for each site of operation.  Plans at a minimum should include: individual actions, contaminated soil removal and disposal plans, contact phone numbers and a blank ISB spill report.

b. Compliance.  Units without the proper equipment or documentation or that do not comply with the ISB SOP will not be allowed to conduct their operations until the proper equipment and documentation arrives..  FARP operations will commence only when the proper equipment and documentation arrives and is jointly inspected by the ISB Environmental Coordinator and the unit fuel representatives.

Briefings

a. All briefings will be scheduled through the LNO office with the Environmental Coordinators.  Briefings will be scheduled no earlier than 1000 and NLT 1500 daily.  Minimum of 10m personnel daily.

b. Area Support Group(ASG)/Corp Support Group(CSG) Commanders/Aviation Commander and Command Sergeants Major or their designated representative will attend an overview briefing of the Environmental Requirements for the ISB.  This briefing can be scheduled upon arrival at the ISB.

c. All fuel handlers along with the NCOIC and OIC of each operation will attend the environmental briefing prior to dispensing of any fuel at the ISB, this includes the MKT area, laundry area, maintenance area, ground re-fuel point, FARP, blivet operations and any generators being used at the ISB.

Inspections

a. Prior to dispensing any fuel each site will be inspected to ensure that the items required for operation are at each site.  This inspection will be done by ISB Environmental Coordinators between 1000 and 1500 hours.

b. Each site which dispenses any fuel will be inspected daily by the ASG/CSG and the Environmental Coordinators.  Deficiencies will be corrected on the spot and operations will cease until deficiencies are corrected.

c. When the mission no longer requires a specific re-fuel point the area will be inspected and cleared by the Aviation commander (for FARP and blivet operations).

d. Once the Aviation TF commander has completed the clearance inspection they will contact the Environmental Coordinators to clear their respective areas.

Environmental Requirements for FARP operation

a. Containment under connections of the HEMMT

b. Spill kit with pads, socks, drip pans, dry sweep (minimum 2 bags), brooms, shovels and DOT approved containers for contaminated dry sweep and soil.

c. Spill plan for each HEMMT with MSDS of the fuel they dispense.

d. PPE as a minimum, goggles and leather gloves for the actual hot refueling operations.  (NEOPRENE GLOVES WILL BE USED FOR ALL OTHER OPERATIONS DEALING WITH FUEL AT THE FARP).

e. Commo capability with the AVN TF HQ.

f. As a minimum, absorbent pads will be placed under each hose coupling for leaks; ideal situation is a drip pan.

g. At the nozzle end a drip pan will be placed will be placed to store the nozzle when not re-fueling.


h. 5 gallon can of water to wash fuel off of skin and clothing.

i. Fire extinguisher

Environmental Requirements for cold re-fuel operations

a. Spill plan for each HEMMT with MSDS of the fuel they dispense

b. PPE as a minimum, goggles and neoprene or nitril gloves

c. 5 gallon can of water to wash fuel off of skin and clothing

d. fire extinguisher

Environmental Requirements for blivet operations

a. Containment system for all blivets when being filled or stored

b. Spill kit with pads, socks, drip pans, dry sweep (minimum 2 bags), brooms and shovels.  DOT approved containers for contaminated dry soil/soil

c. Spill plan for each HEMMT with MSDS of the fuel they dispense

d. PPE as a minimum, goggles and leather gloves (NO NEOPRENE GLOVES DUE TO FLASH HAZARD)

e. Commo capability with unit HQ

f. 5 gallon can of water to wash fuel off of skin and clothing

g. Fire extinguisher

ISB Phone #s


LNO Office



337-448-9889/9662


FAX




337-448-9756


Environmental Contractor


337-487-1586


AVN TF HQ



337-448-4550


JRTC AVN FARP OCs


337-531-2349/2083

