
CHAPTERS: 
 

General Guidelines and Definitions: 
•SPCMCA (Special Court Martial Convening Authority = BDE level CMDR) 
•A Separation Board is required in the two following instances: 

1. The soldier has 6 years or more of total active and reserve service on the date 
or initiation of the recommendation for separation.   

2. The discharge sought is Other Than Honorable.   
 
TYPES OF CHAPTERS, DISCHARGES, AND THE SEPARATION AUTHORITY 
Secretarial Plenary Authority 5-3 1 
    LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  General 
 Approval Authority:  Secretary of the Army or Designee* 
 
Involuntary Separation Due to Parenthood 5-8 2 
            LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  General* 
 Approval Authority:  SPCMCA (Regt or Bde) 
 
Separation because of Personality Disorder 5-13 3 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  Honorable 
 Approval Authority:  SPCMCA (Regt or Bde) 
 
Early Separation to Further Education 5-17 4 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  Honorable 
 Approval Authority:  SPCMCA (Regt or Bde) 
 
Other Designated Physical or Mental Conditions 5-18 5 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  General** 
 Approval Authority:  SPCMCA (Regt or Bde) 
 
Separation Because of Dependency or Hardship 6 6 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  Honorable 
 Approval Authority:  SPCMCA (Regt or Bde) 
 
Erroneous Enlistments, Reenlistments, or Extensions 7-15 7 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  Honorable 
 Order of release from custody and control of 
 the Army 
 Approval Authority:  SPCMCA** (Regt or Bde) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Defective or Unfulfilled Enlistment or 
 Reenlistment Agreement 7-16 8 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  Honorable 
 Approval Authority:  SPCMCA** (Regt or Bde) 
 
 
Fraudulent Entry 7-17 9 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  General 
 Approval Authority:  SPCMCA (Regt or Bde) 
 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  Under 
 Other Than Honorable Conditions 
 OR 
 Retention in cases with waivable 
 disqualifications 
 Approval Authority:  GCMCA 
 
Separation of Enlisted Women-Pregnancy 8 10 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  Honorable 
 Approval Authority:  SCMCA (Sqdn or Bn) 
 
 
Alcohol or other Drug Abuse Rehabilitation Failure 9 11 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  General 
 Approval Authority: 
1.  Soldier less than 6 years total service:  SCMCA  (Sqdn or Bn) 
2.  Soldier with 6 years or more total service:  SPCMCA (Regt or Bde) 
 
Entry Level Status Performance and Conduct 11 12 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  Uncharacterized 
 Approval Authority:  SCMCA (Sqdn or Bn) 
 
Separation for Unsatisfactory Performance 13 13 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  General 
 Approval Authority: 
1.  Soldier less than 6 years total service:  SCMCA  (Sqdn or Bn) 
2.  Soldier with 6 years or more total service:  SPCMCA (Regt or Bde) 
 
Conviction by Civil Court 14-5 14 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  General 
 Approval Authority:  SPCMCA (Regt or Bde) 
 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  Under 
 Other Than Honorable Conditions or Honorable 
 Approval Authority:  GCMCA 
 
 
 



Patterns of Misconduct 14-12b 15 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  General 
 Approval Authority:  SPCMCA (Regt or Bde) 
 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  Under 
 Other Than Honorable Conditions or Honorable 
 Approval Authority:  GCMCA 
 
Commission of a Serious Offense 14-12c 16 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  General 
 Approval Authority:  SPCMCA (Regt or Bde) 
 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  Under 
 Other Than Honorable Conditions or Honorable 
 Approval Authority:  GCMCA 
 
Separation for Homosexuality 15 17 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  General 
 Approval Authority:  SPCMCA (Regt or Bde) 
 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  Under 
 Other Than Honorable Conditions or Honorable 
 Approval Authority:  GCMCA 
 
Voluntary Separation of Soldiers denied Reenlistment 
 Locally imposed bars to reenlistment 16-5b 18 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  Honorable 
 Approval Authority:  SCMCA (Sqdn or Bn) 
 
Voluntary Separation of Soldiers denied Reenlistment 
 Declination of Continued Service Statement 16-5c 19 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  Honorable 
 Approval Authority:  SCMCA (Sqdn or Bn) 
 
 
Failure to Meet Body Fat Standards 18 20 
 
 LEAST Favorable Type of Discharge:  Honorable 
 Approval Authority: 
1.  Soldier with less than 6 years total service:  SCMCA  (Sqdn or Bn) 
2.  Soldier with 6 years or more total service:  SPCMCA (Regt or Bde)
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