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1.0 PURPOSE, NEED, AND SCOPE 
 
This section describes the location and land ownership of the area under 
consideration, the purpose and need of the proposed action, the scope of 
environmental analysis, and the decision to be made.     
 
1.1 JRTC AND FORT POLK 
 
1.1.1 Army Mission 
 
The Army exists to serve the American people, to defend the Nation, to protect 
vital national interests, and to fulfill national military responsibilities.  The Army’s 
mission is enduring:  To provide necessary forces and capabilities to the 
Combatant Commanders in support of the National Security and Defense 
Strategies.  The Army recruits, organizes, trains and equips Soldiers who, as vital 
members of their units and the Joint Team, conduct prompt, sustained combat and 
stability operations on land.  The Army is also charged with providing logistics and 
support to enable the other Services to accomplish their missions when directed 
and to support civil authorities in time of emergency.  Delivering the right Army 
forces to the right place at the right time is vital to the military’s ability to defeat any 
adversary or control any situation in any environment across the full spectrum of 
military operations. 
 
1.1.2 Fort Polk and JRTC Mission 
 
The primary mission of Fort Polk is to support and train home stationed units while 
providing superior training opportunities at the JRTC.  Fort Polk supports the 
JRTC’s advanced-level joint training for Army, Air Force, Navy, and Marine units 
under conditions that simulate low-and mid-intensity conflicts. The JRTC is a key 
part of the Army’s Combat Training Centers (CTC), supporting at least 10 annual 
JRTC rotations focused on Army infantry, airborne, and air assault forces.  The 
JRTC and Fort Polk is also designated as one of the Army’s power projection 
platforms.   
 
The JRTC and Fort Polk’s Mission is to train Soldiers and grow leaders to deploy, 
fight and win; train Brigade Combat Teams for war; provide a secure, thriving 
community for Soldiers, Army Civilians, Retirees, and their families; prepare, 
deploy, sustain, and re-deploy assigned trained and ready forces; and serve as a 
power projection platform by mobilizing, validating, deploying, and re-deploying 
active, National Guard, and Army Reserve forces.   
 
Tenant units assigned to Fort Polk include Joint Readiness Training Center 
(JRTC) Operations Group, 3rd Brigade Combat Team (BCT), 10th Mountain 
Division, 115th Combat Support Hospital, 46th Engineer Battalion, 519th Military 
Police Battalion, and the 5th Aviation Battalion.  Several Louisiana, Texas, and 
Mississippi reserve and Army National Guard units are trained during annual 
training periods at JRTC and Fort Polk.  JRTC conducts at least 10, but no more 
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than 12 rotations annually with an average of 6,786 transient and rotational 
average daily load per training event. 
 
1.1.3 Installation and Land Ownership 
 
The JRTC and Fort Polk is located in west-central Louisiana in Natchitoches, 
Sabine and Vernon Parishes near the communities of Leesville and DeRidder, and 
about 15 miles east of the Texas-Louisiana border (Figure 1.1).  Fort Polk is 
comprised of Department of the Defense (DoD) owned land and United States 
Forest Service (USFS) owned lands, totaling 263,089 acres.  DoD owned lands 
are divided into two primary land masses; Main Post and Peason Ridge1.  USFS 
owned lands are used subject to a permit with the USFS and are divided into three 
separate land masses; the Intensive Use Area (IUA), the Limited Use Area (LUA) 
and the Special Limited Use Area (SLUA).  Table 1.1 provides a list of acres and 
agency ownership. 
 
Peason Ridge is comprised of 74,105 acres in Vernon, Sabine, and Natchitoches 
Parishes.  Peason Ridge is used to support both Army maneuver and live-fire 
training, but is not utilized for long-term housing of Army personnel or civilians, 
which occurs on the Main Post.  In February 2010, Fort Polk completed the Joint 
Readiness Training Center and Fort Polk Land Acquisition Program Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS).  The expansion of Fort Polk, up to 
100,000 acres, was analyzed and the Installation received the authorization to 
actively pursue the land acquisition program.  In fiscal year 2012, the United 
States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) began purchasing new land.  To date, 
approximately 40,660 acres of new training lands have been purchased and is 
reflected in the acreage amount for Peason Ridge shown in Table 1.1.  Fort Polk 
utilizes an area of USFS lands north of Peason Ridge called the SLUA, or “Horse’s 
Head”, due to its shape.  The SLUA consists of approximately 12,787 acres and is 
available for limited training by the JRTC and Fort Polk.  No live-fire activities are 
conducted in this area. 
 
The Army owns 26 acres of lakefront property at Toledo Bend Reservoir which is 
located approximately 45 miles northwest of Fort Polk in Sabine Parish.  This is a 
recreational area is operated by the Fort Polk Family, Morale, Welfare, and 
Recreation Directorate and is not used for training. 
 
The Army leases a parcel of land known as the “yellow brick road” to support the 
transport and convoys of units to and from Main Post to Peason Ridge.  Airfield 
deployment/redeployment activities associated with JRTC rotations or mobilization 
take place at the JRTC Intermediate Staging Base (ISB) at the Alexandria 
International Airport.  This site can accept and support (landing, loading, and 
refueling) any combination of size and number of Air Force or civilian transport 
aircraft required under any operational scenario at Fort Polk. 
 
 

                                                 
1 The use of “Fort Polk” herein shall refer to both land masses collectively unless otherwise 
specifically noted. 
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Table 1.1, Army and USFS Acreages on Fort Polk. 

Property/Administering Agency Total Acreage 

Fort Polk Main Post/US Army-Owned 65,363 

Peason Ridge/US Army-Owned* 74,105 

Total Army-Owned 139,468 

Intensive Use/USFS-Owned 40,267 

Limited Use/USFS-Owned 60,567 

Special Use/USFS-Owned 12,787 

Total USFS-Owned 113,621 
*Since the inception of the Land Purchase Program 40,660 acres of this total Peason acreage has 

been purchased. 

 

 

 

Figure 1.1, Installation Location. 
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1.2 PURPOSE, SCOPE, AND NEED FOR PROPOSED ACTION 
 
The United States (U.S.) Army utilizes both Main Post and Peason Ridge for 
military training activities.  A population of horses exist in both of these training 
areas.  The horses are trespass livestock not subject to regulation under the Wild 
Free Roaming Horses and Burros Protection Act of 1971 (16 U.S.C. § 1331).  See 
appendix A (Court Rulings). 
 
1.2.1 Purpose of the Proposed Action 
 
The purpose of the proposed action to eliminate the trespass horses is to reduce 
the safety risks, training impacts, and threats to the health of the horses posed by 
their presence on Army-owned property at Fort Polk, Louisiana.   
 
1.2.2 Scope of the Proposed Action 
 
The proposed action encompasses only actions to be taken for elimination of the 
existing population of horses currently located on Army-owned property at Fort 
Polk and Peason Ridge and the elimination of any horses which travel onto, or 
otherwise become located on, Army-owned property at Fort Polk and Peason 
Ridge in the future.  The Army’s proposed action does not contemplate the Army 
eliminating horses when they are located on land owned by any other entity. 
 
1.2.3 Need for Proposed Action 
 
The presence of horses on Fort Polk present three major bases for the need to 
take the proposed action; personnel safety, training impacts and horse health 
impacts.  There are additional concerns presented by the presence of the horse; 
namely, public safety and property damage, equine infectious anemia threat and 
other equine infectious diseases, and hygienic concerns.  While those issues are 
not the primary needs for the proposed action, the existence of those issues 
should be noted and understood by the decision maker. 
 
1.2.3.1 Personnel Safety  
 
Risk Management is the Army’s process for helping organizations and individuals 
make informed decisions to reduce or offset risk. Using this process increases 
operational effectiveness and the probability of mission accomplishment.  A key 
principle of Army risk management is to accept no unnecessary risk.  An 
unnecessary risk is any risk that, if taken, will not contribute meaningfully to 
mission accomplishment or will needlessly endanger lives or resources. Army 
leaders accept only a level of risk in which the potential benefit outweighs the 
potential loss.   
 
Multiple large open spaces, such as drop zones, landing strips and the Digital 
Multi-Purpose Battle Access Course (DMPBAC), are maintained on both Main 
Post and Peason Ridge for training purposes.  These areas are often reseeded 
with grasses to combat erosion resulting partially from training activity.  During a  
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substantial portion of the year, the horses congregate in large numbers on these 
artificial prairies, which are heavily utilized during training.  Soldiers routinely 
conduct day/night parachute operations into the drop zones and military aircraft 
land within the drop zones and unimproved landing strips.  Neither the drop zones 
nor the unimproved landing strips are equipped with artificial lighting.  The horses, 
which have become accustomed to training activity, do not abandon the drop 
zones or landing strips simply because they are being utilized for training.  
Attempts to clear the horses from those areas yield only temporary results.  
Habitually, the horses immediately re-assemble on the drop zones and landing 
strips as soon as efforts to chase them off cease.  As a consequence, Soldiers 
parachuting into the drop zones risk landing on or among the horses and being 
injured as a result.  Likewise, anytime an aircraft is going to utilize the landing 
strips in the training area, the presence of horses is a continual threat to safety.   
 
A network of unimproved roads exists throughout the training areas.  These roads 
are used by various military vehicles, often in limited visibility conditions.  The 
vehicles are often operated during the night under blackout restrictions imposed as 
part of training.  As the horses travel throughout the training area, they often cross 
the roads, linger on the shoulders of the roads, and otherwise pose a threat to 
traffic operating on the unimproved roads. 
 
During 2015, there was an increase in the number and frequency of horses 
migrating out of the wooded training areas into the cantonment areas of the 
Installation (appendix B).  The cantonment area is the area in which the built up 
infrastructure of the Installation is located; i.e. a typical city setting with offices, 
schools, medical facilities, residences, and shopping and entertainment areas.  As 
a result, during day and night, the horses are walking onto heavily traveled roads 
(Figure 1.2), some of which have speed limits of up to 50 miles per hour, as well 
as into parking lots (Figure 1.3), and other areas often utilized by the 20,000 plus 
residents of Fort Polk.  Thus, the safety risks imposed on Soldiers in the training 
areas are migrating into the more populated area of the Installation and posing an 
increased threat to all personnel, including spouses and children of Soldiers, and 
civilian and contract employees.  The intrusion of the horses into the cantonment 
area has resulted in at least one vehicular accident with a horse on Fort Polk in 
2015 (appendix B). 
 
Pursuant to Department of the Army Pamphlet 385-30 “Risk Management”, Fort 
Polk completed a risk assessment matrix in order to assess the risk posed by the 
presence of the horses on Fort Polk. This risk assessment and the Department of 
the Army Pamphlet providing instruction on how to conduct a risk assessment are 
included at Appendix C. The result of that assessment revealed that the presence 
of horses posed an initial risk level ranging from medium to extremely high for 
various facets of Fort Polk’s training activities. The application of the proposed 
action of elimination of the horses as a control measure leaves a residual risk level 
of low.  
  
The presence of horses in the training area and cantonment needlessly endangers 
lives and resources.  Accordingly, Fort Polk needs to take the proposed action  
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before the risk comes to fruition and personnel are injured or killed.  “[I]t’s dumb to 
assume that disaster will never strike and that precautionary measures are a 
waste. Bad things will always happen, and it cost a lot more to fix them than 
prevent them. A lot more. Seeing first, understanding first, and acting first – being 
responsible – saves money, time and sometimes lives.” LTG(R) Honoré, Russel.  
Leadership in the New Normal. Acadian House Publishing, 2012. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2.3.2 Degradation of Training 
 

Figure 1.2, Horses in Road. 

Figure 1.3, Horses in Parking 
Lots. 
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Military training provides Soldiers with combat skills necessary to safely and 
realistically succeed on the battlefield.  Ranges and training facilities must provide 
Soldiers with the required comprehensive capabilities that permit them to 
communicate, engage, and disengage.  Fort Polk, as the home to one of only 
three Army CTCs and as a power projection platform, must ensure continued 
sustainment and support for military readiness activities.  Essential to that mission 
is ensuring no net loss in the capacity of Installation lands to support existing and 
projected military training due to outside interference by persons and animals and 
ensuring that safety risks are eliminated and/or reduced to the greatest extent 
possible. 
 
As noted above, the horses congregate on the artificial prairies in the training 
areas, which are the most heavily used areas during training.  In addition, the 
horses frequently wander on to the numerous weapons ranges while those ranges 
are active for live fire exercises. 
 
This problem is recurring with no effective way to prevent the horses from entering 
these areas.  Thus the horses are not just a safety risk but their presence in those 
areas present unnecessary obstacles to efficient and effective training. 
 
A prime example of recent impacts to training occurred on November 6-8, 2015 
when the U.S. Air Force requested to use a landing strip on Peason Ridge (see 
Appendix B).  Due to an ongoing presence of a large number of horses at that 
location, the landing strip had an extreme amount of manure on it; to the extent 
that it lengthened the takeoff and landing distance for the aircraft involved beyond 
the permissible safety parameters and posed unsanitary conditions for ground 
support personnel.  Consequently, the training was canceled. 
 
As a result of the continued interference with training resulting from the presence 
of the horses in the training area, Fort Polk needs to take the proposed action to 
eliminate the horses from Fort Polk. 
 
1.2.3.3 Horse Welfare 
 
Fort Polk is not a safe environment for horses. The horses are at continuously at 
risk of injury or death because of ongoing military training and live fire exercises.  
Military training requires the use of potentially dangerous devices, such as 
concertina wire and excavations. Live fire exercises involve the firing of small 
arms, artillery, and other weapons.  The horses are often injured by contact with 
obstacles, training devices and live fire incidents.  Detailed records regarding 
impacts to horses have not been maintained over the years, but Army personnel 
have routinely observed, not only recent injuries to the horses, but other evidence 
of past injuries, such as scarring and permanent disfigurement (Figure 1.4 and 
appendix E).  
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In order to eliminate the risk of injury or death to the horses, Fort Polk needs to 
eliminate their presence on Fort Polk lands. 
 
1.2.3.4 Additional Concerns 
 
In addition to the primary concerns discussed above, the horses also pose 
hygienic concerns to both Soldiers and other personnel at Fort Polk.  While these 
hygienic concerns are not the primary motive for the proposed action, they are 
relevant to the decision maker as further support for the need to take action. 
 
Furthermore, the horses traveling between Fort Polk and adjacent property owned 
by both private individuals and other government agencies also have impacts, both 
potential and actual, beyond the boundaries of Fort Polk.  Since those impacts are 
not tied directly to Fort Polk and are beyond the responsibility of Fort Polk, these 
additional concerns are not the primary motivating factors for the need for the 
proposed action.  However, as a responsible neighbor and understanding its role 
within the local community, Fort Polk recognizes the impacts beyond its 
boundaries and acknowledges that they are supporting basis for the need to take 
the proposed action. 
 
1.2.3.4.1 Hygienic Concerns 
 
Due to the tendency for the horses to congregate in large numbers in areas of 
limited sizes for extended periods of the year, large amounts of manure 
accumulate in those areas.  Those are also the very areas in which Soldiers are 
required to engage in training, which necessarily involves running, crawling, and 
lying down in those areas.  Due to the intense, rapid, and evolving nature of the 
training, the Soldiers do not have an opportunity to stop and clear the area of 
manure.  Nor do they have the luxury of deciding to train in a different location.  
Sufficiently large amounts of manure are deposited in those areas that Fort Polk 
has employed sweeper trucks to try to clear the areas of manure, with limited 
success.  As the horses continue to intrude into the cantonment area more 
frequently, the hygienic issue is becoming a problem in the cantonment area.  As 

Figure 1.4, Injured and Disfigured Horses. 
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the horses travel through the parking lots and across sidewalks, they are leaving 
manure in areas with high levels of foot traffic (Figure 1.5 Railhead Parking Lot). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Likewise, the horses have congregated on unit assembly areas within the 
cantonment area.  Figure 1.6, above, (Mountain Field) depicts the result of a small 
herd of approximately 25 horses being on Mountain Field for approximately one 
hour. 
 
 

Figure 1.5, Parking Lot – 16 Nov 2015. 

Figure 1.6, Mountain Field – 8 Nov 2015. 
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1.2.3.4.2 Public Safety and Property Damage 
 
The horse population poses a risk to civilian vehicular traffic on roads adjacent to 
Main Post and Peason Ridge.  Automobile/horse collisions can be particularly 
dangerous due to the size of the animals and their height relative to automobiles.  
Many of the public roads near Fort Polk are surrounded by forest and are routinely 
crossed by horses migrating between Fort Polk land and adjacent properties.  Due 
to the forested nature of the areas, the horses are not visible until they are actually 
in the highway right-of-ways, providing very little reaction time for drivers to slow 
down or take evasive action to avoid collisions with the animals (Appendix B).  
Depicted below (Figure 1.7) is an overview of a few comments received regarding 
the threat to civilian vehicular traffic. 

 
In addition to the threat to civilian vehicular traffic on local highways, the horses 
travel onto nearby private property and cause damage to local landowner’s 
property.  Complaints have been made to Fort Polk over the years regarding 
horses destroying septic tanks, porches on the front of residences and damages to 
industrial commercial chicken facilities. 
 
1.2.3.4.3 Equine Diseases 
 
Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA) is a viral disease that affects members of the 
horse family. EIA is categorized as a retrovirus for which there is no vaccine or 
treatment for the disease and is often fatal.  EIA is a classic blood-borne infection 

Figure 1.7, Civilian Vehicular Traffic Comment Locations. 
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and is typically transferred between horses by large biting insects such as deer 
flies or horse flies.  The ability of the horses to roam from Army land onto or near, 
private land where other horses are located creates a risk of transmission of EIA 
from the trespass horse herd to other horses.  Large untested horse herds such as 
those at Fort Polk are an obvious potential source of the disease.   
 
Other than an initial report in 2004 that a horse from the herd at Fort Polk tested 
positive for EIA no subsequent testing of the herd at Fort Polk has occurred.  
However, as long as the unmonitored and untested horses exist at Fort Polk, they 
create the potential to act as a reservoir for the disease from which local privately 
owned horses may become infected. 
 
1.3 SCOPE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 
 
This Environmental Assessment (EA) considers the severity of the direct, indirect, 
and cumulative effects of the viable alternatives, and no action alternative.  It was 
prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 
1969 [42 USC 4321 et seq.], Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulations 
Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Parts 1500-1508, and Army 
Regulations (ARs) 32 CFR Part 651 (Environmental Analysis of Army Actions).   
 
This EA provides a discussion of the affected environment and the potential 
impacts to physical and natural resources.  An inter-disciplinary multi-agency team 
(IDMT) of subject matter experts identified the following Valued Environmental 
Components (VECs) for detailed evaluation: 
 

 Water Resources-Surface Water Quality, Streams, Wetlands and Other 
Surface Water Resources; 

 Water Resources-Ground Water; 
 Soil and Erosion;  
 Biological Resources:  Aquatic Life, and Non-native and Invasive Plant 

Species 
 Biological Resources:  Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species 
 Social Conditions:  Recreational Use and Public Safety 

 
Refer to Section 4.0, Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences, for 
more information regarding VECs. 
 
1.3.1 Public Participation 
 
To facilitate analysis and the decision making process, the Army maintains a policy 
of open communication with interested parties and invites public participation.  All 
federal and state agencies, public and private organizations, and members of the  
public that have a potential interest in the proposed action, including minority, low-
income, disadvantaged and Native American groups, are urged to participate in 
the agency EA and decision-making process, as guided by CEQ regulations at 40 
CFR Parts 1500-1508 and Department of Army (DA) requirements at 32 CFR Part 
651. 
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The Army does not always solicit public comments through public scoping for an 
EA.  However, due to the nature of this action, Fort Polk did engage in public 
scoping for this EA.  The Army solicits public comments regarding the proposed 
action through a public scoping process.  This process is defined by 40 CFR 
1501.7 as “an early and open process for determining the scope of issues to be 
addressed and for identifying the significant issues related to the proposed action, 
and assists the Army in determining the appropriate scope and issues and 
concerns to an EA.  In accordance with respective agency scoping guidance, the 
Army assembled an IDMT to identify issues of concerns and alternate actions.   
 
In addition to the IDMT analysis, public scoping was conducted by Fort Polk from 
August 2, 2015 through September 5, 2015.  Scoping notices describing the 
proposed action and comment submission information were mailed to private 
citizens, private organizations, and state and federal agencies with an interest in 
the proposed action.  Public scoping notices were published in area newspapers 
(Table 1.2) and on the Fort Polk website (http://www.jrtc-
polk.army.mil/trespass_horses.html) (Appendix D).  
 
Public notices soliciting public comments and providing notification of a public town 
hall were published in various newspapers throughout the State of Louisiana, 
initiating a 30 day public comment period from the date of last published notice.  
The public comment period ran from August 2, 2015 through September 5, 2015. 
The newspapers and publication dates are summarized in Table 1.2.  Following 
the publication of the public notices, a public meeting was held by Fort Polk in 
Leesville, Louisiana on August 13, 2015. A ‘town hall’ format was utilized for the 
meeting with an emphasis on public education about the purpose and need for 
evaluating this issue.  
 

Table 1.2, Publication of Public Scoping Notices. 

Newspaper Duration Date Ran 

Alexandria Town Talk 1 Day 2 August 2015 

Leesville Daily Leader 1 Day 2 August 2015 

Beauregard Daily Times 1 Day 2 August 2015 

Fort Polk Guardian 1 Day 2 August 2015 

Baton Rouge Advocate 1 Day 2 August 2015 

Lake Charles American 
Press 

1 Day 2 August 2015 

Natchitoches Times 1 Day 2 August 2015 

Monroe News Star 1 Day 2 August 2015 

New Orleans Times-
Picayune 

1 Day 5 August 2015 

Bossier Press-Tribune 1 Day 3 August 2015 

Sabine Index (Many) 1 Day 5 August 2015 

Gambit Weekly (New 
Orleans) 

1 Day 4 August 2015 

 
The public was provided the opportunity to provide feedback via a dedicated email 
address provided in the public notice, written letters to the address provided in the 

http://www.jrtc-polk.army.mil/trespass_horses.html
http://www.jrtc-polk.army.mil/trespass_horses.html
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public notice, completion of written comment forms provided at the public hearing 
and by providing verbal statements to a court reporter at the public hearing for 
later transcription.  Approximately 700 public comments were received during the 
scoping process (Appendix D). Concerns expressed in the comments are 
addressed in this EA.  
 
The IDMT reviewed all comments.  Of the comments received, numerous 
letters/emails contained no input for course of action development, affected 
environment, or environmental analysis (see Appendix D).  The IDMT categorized 
the comments, which provided input as to how the Army should eliminate the 
horses (table 1.3).   
 

Table 1.3, Suggested Comments. 

Method # of Times Suggested 

Adoption 57 

Fencing 27 

Sterilization 21 

Relocation 16 

Sell 13 

Give Away 12 

Use as Service/Therapy animals 12 

Euthanize 6 

Train and Exhibit 4 

Prison Rehabilitation Program 4 

 
It should be noted that suggestions were grouped according to the substantive 
content of the input and not simply based on the word used to describe the 
proposed method.  To ensure consistency of understanding for purposes of this 
EA, the methods listed above shall have the following meaning. 
 

Adoption: Captured horses are given to a tax exempt animal welfare 
organization(s) approved under 26 U.S.C. §501c3 who takes ownership of 
the horses and administers an adoption program for the adoption of the 
horses by private individuals. 
 
Fencing: Erection of a fence around a tract of Fort Polk owned land of 
sufficient size to sustain the horses while restricting their movement to the 
enclosed area or the erection of a fence around Fort Polk training 
infrastructure to exclude horses from those areas.   
 
Sterilization: Use of contraceptives to prevent the birth of new horses in 
the herd. 
 
Relocate: All horses, or a substantial percentage of the entire herd, are 
rounded up and given to a private land owner at government expense, 
another Federal Agency, or a State Agency with sufficient land to house the 
horses.     
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Selling: Horses are captured and transported to a livestock sale(s) facility 
and sold to any person with no restriction on use after the sale. 
 
Give Away: Members of the public are permitted to enter Fort Polk and 
capture horses for their ownership and/or obtain horses that have been 
captured by Fort Polk, with no restriction on use after acquisition or any limit 
on the number a person can take. 
 
Service or Therapy Animals:   Horses are captured and submitted to a 
credible training entity for training as service/therapy animals for use with 
Wounded Warriors, disabled children or a similar group of individuals. 
 
Euthanize:  Healthy horses are killed and disposed.  Killing of the horse will 
be by whatever means Fort Polk determines is a humane method, after 
consultation with a licensed veterinarian. 
 
Train and Exhibit:  Fort Polk captures the horses, constructs a facility to 
house and exhibit the horses, trains the horses and uses them as either a 
tourist display or as a recreational activity for Soldiers. 
 
Prison Rehabilitation Program:  Capture and give the horses to a prison 
for use in the prison’s inmate rehabilitation program. 

 
1.3.2 Analysis of Issues of Concern 
 
The IDMT team considered the various VECs using the same methodology as in 
previous EAs and with input received from public comment.  Section 4 provides 
the analysis for all VECs. 
 
1.3.3 Decision to be Made  
 
After determining whether the proposed courses of action will have a significant 
impact on the environment, the decision to be made is whether to eliminate the 
horses from Army-owned lands at Fort Polk and if so, the method(s) by which the 
horses will be eliminated now and in the future.  In determining whether an action 
should be taken, and if so, what action should be taken, the following criteria shall 
be used to guide the decision maker’s decision.  
 

Training Impact: What is the impact to JRTC training by selecting the no 
action alternative or another alternative? 
 
Safety: What is the impact to the level of risk to civilians, Soldiers and 
horses by selecting either the no action alternative or another alternative? 
 
Environmental Impact: What is the impact to the environment by selecting 
either the no action alternative or another alternative? 
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Public Perception: How palatable will the selection of either the no action 
alternative or another alternative be to the public?  
 
Cost: What is the Course of Action (COA) cost in relation to the other 
COAs? 
 
Time: How quickly will the COA accomplish the purpose of eliminating 
horses compared to other COAs? 
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2.0 DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES 
 
This section describes the proposed action and the alternatives (Courses of 
Action) identified to accomplish the purpose and need of the action. 
 
2.1 PROPOSED ACTION 
 
Fort Polk will eliminate all horses currently on Army-owned land at Fort Polk and 
all horses that enter Army-owned land at Fort Polk in the future. 
 
2.2 METHODS NOT CARRIED FORWARD FOR DETAILED CONSIDERATION  
 
The Fort Polk IDMT performed initial analysis on the methods suggested by the 
public, as detailed in section 1.3.1, and evaluated the methods on the basis of their 
ability to achieve the stated purpose and need of the proposed action and the 
ability to be implemented by the Army.  Based on this analysis, the following 
methods were not carried forward for further detailed analysis in this EA. 
 
2.2.1 Sterilization 
 
The use of contraceptives/sterilization to eliminate the horses was previously 
subjected to in-depth analysis in “The Environmental Assessment for Final 
Disposition of Trespass Horses at JRTC & Fort Polk, Louisiana, June 2010” and 
was selected for implementation at that time.  Sterilization is part of the no action 
alternative. 
 
2.2.2 Use as Service/Therapy Animals 
 
It was suggested that Fort Polk capture the horses and transfer them to 
organizations engaged in training horses for use as service/therapy animals.  After 
training, the horses would be given to entities for such use or would be housed at 
Fort Polk for such use. 
 
The Fort Polk IDMT contacted various entities involved in the training of horses for 
use of service/therapy animals (Table 2.1). Those entities informed the IDMT that 
a horse must meet stringent criteria before consideration for entry into such 
training.  Prior to considering a horse for entry into such training, each horse would 
have to be evaluated by the training organization in its current environment for its 
temperament for potential service as a therapy animal.  In addition, each horse 
would have to be “broken” and have been trained to walk, trot, and cantor by the 
Army.  Further, even if the horse met the criteria for acceptance into training, the 
organizations informed the IDMT that they had a very limited number of training 
slots available and that the demand for horses as therapy animals was low.   
 

Table 2.1, Service/Therapy Animal Organizations Contacted. 

Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship (PATH) International  

Caisson Platoon Equine Assisted Program, Fort Meyer, VA 

3M Acres 
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Table 2.1, Service/Therapy Animal Organizations Contacted. 

Acadian Therapeutic Riding Association 

GaitWay Therapeutic Horsemanship 

Great Results Equine Assisted Therapies 

Greater New Orleans Therapeutic Riding Center, Inc.  

Happy Trails Therapeutic Horsemanship Center, Inc 

Hooves to Hope 

Horse Assisted Therapy Services of North Louisiana, INC 

New Heights Therapy Center, INC 

Reins of Hope Therapeutic Riding Program 

Comment - The Humane Society of the United States  

Public Comment - Mason County Housing Authority, Havana, Illinois 

Public Comment 

Public Comment 

 
This method of eliminating the horses was determined to be not viable by the 
IDMT.  The vast majority of the horses do not meet the requirements for entry into 
training and a substantial number of the horses could not be trained to satisfy the 
requirements sufficiently to make them eligible for training.  Furthermore, using this 
approach would require substantial expenditures and significant infrastructure 
development.  The horses would have to be captured, individually broken and 
individually trained to walk, trot, and cantor by personnel pursuant to a contract 
since horse training is not part of the Army’s mission and Fort Polk does not have 
personnel to accomplish this task.  Infrastructure for the training and housing of the 
horses during the training would have to be constructed, as well as permanent 
housing for the horses that were sent for therapy training and later rejected and 
returned.  Due to the fact that only a small percentage of the horses meet the 
criteria for entry into training, of those that do meet the criteria, only a small 
percentage would be accepted for such training, and that not all horses accepted 
for training will successfully complete the training to be useful as service/therapy 
animal, the potential that this method will meet the stated purpose and need for the 
proposed action is minimal. In fact, no entity contacted expressed both a desire 
and ability to take any Fort Polk horses. 
 
2.2.3 Train and Exhibit 
 
It was suggested that Fort Polk capture approximately 20-30 horses, construct a 
facility to house, train, and exhibit the horses as either a tourist attraction or use as 
a recreational activity for Soldiers.  The training and exhibition of horses as a 
tourist destination is not the mission of JRTC and Fort Polk.  In addition, it is 
expected that there would be low demand for such an exhibition by tourists in an 
area with low levels of tourism.  Finally, this method would only address a few of 
the horses currently on Fort Polk, would not address future horses and thus, does 
not meet the purpose and need for action.  Accordingly, this method was not 
carried forward for more detailed analysis. 
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2.2.4 Prison Rehabilitation Program 
 
It was suggested that Fort Polk capture the horses and give them to a prison for 
use in the prison’s inmate rehabilitation program.  The Fort Polk IDMT contacted a 
multitude of state prison systems (Table 2.2).  Ultimately, it was determined that 
only a few prisons used horses as part of an inmate rehabilitation program.  Those 
few prisons that did use horses in such manner had other program goals, such are 
repurposing retired law enforcement horses, or other sources for the few horses 
they needed for their program (For instance, the State of Colorado obtains all 
needed horses from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)).   
 

Table 2.2, Prison Systems Contacted. 

Angola Prison – Louisiana 

Colorado State Prison 

West Texas Boys Range – San Angelo, TX 

Alabama Department of Corrections 

Mississippi Department of Corrections 

Tennessee Department of Corrections 

Texas Department of Corrections 

Arkansas Department of Corrections 

Oklahoma Department of Corrections 

 
Given the expressed lack of interest in participation by the prison systems and the 
likelihood that the number of horses eliminated via this method would be very low, 
this method was not carried forward for further analysis. 
 
2.2.5 Fencing 
 
It was suggested that Fort Polk erect fences to control movement of the horses.  
The fencing suggestion can be broken down into two types of fencing; 
 

Exclusionary – Fencing to exclude horses from an area. 
 

Enclosure – Fencing around an area of sufficient size to sustain all the 
horses while restricting their movement to the enclosed area. 

 
2.2.5.1 Exclusionary Fencing 
 
Two types of exclusionary fencing was considered: 
 

 Fort Polk erect a fence around the entire perimeter of Army-owned land as 
Fort Polk to exclude the horses from Fort Polk. 

 

 Fort Polk erect fences around critical training infrastructure to exclude 
horses from those specific areas.  The horses would be permitted to roam 
unrestrained in areas outside the fences. 
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The IDMT considered fencing all of the Army-owned land at Fort Polk and pushing 
the horses outside of Fort Polk.  The perimeter of all of the Army-owned land is 
approximately 143 miles (Main Post – 60 miles; Peason Ridge – 83 miles).  In 
essence, erecting a perimeter fence around Army-owned land is the equivalent to 
erecting a fence around major metropolitan areas, such as Atlanta, Georgia; and 
Baton Rouge and New Orleans, Louisiana (Figure 2.1). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The total cost to clear a right-of-way and erect a horse proof perimeter fence would 
be approximately $23,406,000 with annual maintenance costs of approximately 
$793,000. 
 
In addition to the extraordinary costs, the erection of a fence around the perimeter 
of Army-owned land would have a adverse impact on training.  The training area at 
Peason Ridge consists of 74,105 acres and the training area at Main Post consists 
of 66,998 acres Army-owned land.  However, the Main Post training land also  

Figure 2.1, Perimeter Fencing Comparison. 
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includes 98,125 acres of USFS-owned land which includes 50% of the 
Installation’s small arms ranges.  See Figure 1.1.  The use of USFS land is 
authorized and permitted through the Special Use Permit (SUP) and Plan of 
Operation for JRTC/Fort Polk Military Training Use of the Vernon Unit, Calcasieu 
Ranger District and Kisatchie Ranger District, Kisatchie National Forest (July 24, 
2004) under the Master Agreement Between Department of Defense and 
Department of Agriculture Concerning the Use of National Forest Service Land for 
Military Activities (September 30, 1988).   
 
Erecting a fence along the perimeter of Army-owned land would bisect the Main 
Post training area to the detriment of training.  A critical focus of JRTC training is 
the use of the training area for unrestricted maneuver by both the rotational unit 
training at JRTC and JRTC’s opposition force.  Bisecting the training area with a 
fence that restricts free maneuver has a substantial adverse impact on the critical 
focus of JRTC training; i.e. the very reason the Army needs and uses the JRTC as 
a CTC.  Permitting the units involved in training to cut the fence as needed would 
render the effectiveness of the fence very low as the fence would be continuously 
broken.  Further, in addition to the fence being destroyed by training units, the 
fence line may also be damaged due to natural weather occurrences, such as 
wind and falling trees.  Finally, since the primary source of the horse population 
comes from the release of unwanted livestock onto Fort Polk land, it can be 
expected that those persons wishing to release the horses would simply cut the 
fence.  Given the impossibility of continuous monitoring of approximately 150 miles 
of fence line, the expected effectiveness of the fence in excluding all horses all of 
the time is low. 
 
Another consideration by the IDMT was the impact to the local residents if the 
perimeter fence was effective.  The current horse population is estimated to be 
approximately 700 horses.  Fort Polk already receives complaints from local 
residents regarding the damage to private property by the horses.  Comments 
received during the scoping process identified private property damage as an 
issue, as well as an increasing risk to traffic on local highways.  If the perimeter 
fence was effective in excluding the entire horse population from Fort Polk land, 
the 700 horses would simply migrate into the local areas around Fort Polk and 
create an immediate, increased, and substantial impact to local residents and 
persons traveling on local highways. 
 
The IDMT also considered the erection of exclusionary fencing around key training 
infrastructure, such as drop zones and landing strips.  However, the adverse 
training impacts remain, as well as low likelihood of the effectiveness of the fence 
excluding the horses from those training areas.  Again, the key component of valid 
training at JRTC is permitting both the training unit and the JRTC Opposition Force 
to have unfettered maneuver ability.  The training unit is provided with an objective 
and permitted to advance at will.  Likewise, the opposition force must take into 
account the unfettered movement potential of the training unit.  It is this highly 
realistic tactical and strategic environment that makes training at JRTC so valued 
and is critical to the continued ability of the Army to meet its mission.  Artificially 
constraining the training environment by installing fences and requiring the units to  
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travel through gates or other specified sections of the fence removes the 
necessary realism for effective training.  Permitting the units to cut the fences 
retains the realistic nature of training but renders the fence ineffective.  The areas 
that would be fenced are the most heavily used training areas and the fences 
would be cut or otherwise broken almost continuously.  In addition, JRTC strives to 
maintain a sterile training environment, which means that only units and role 
players involved in training are allowed entry into the training area during active 
training.  Thus, it would not be possible to have maintenance crews entering the 
area to constantly repair fencing destroyed during training.  For the foregoing 
reasons, the IDMT determined that both perimeter and interior exclusionary 
fencing should be eliminated from additional analysis.     
 
2.2.5.2 Enclosure Fencing 
 
It was suggested that Fort Polk erect fences to enclose the horses within a tract of 
land on Fort Polk of sufficient size to sustain all the horses.  The horses would be 
restricted to the enclosed area and the enclosed area would be off limits for 
training.    
 
The IDMT considered the construction of an enclosed fenced area in which all of 
the horses could be permanently housed.  The costs associated with fencing an 
enclosed area, and the impact on training by removing such an area from available 
training land, is directly related to the size of the enclosed area.  In turn, the 
necessary size of the enclosed area sufficient to house 700 horses is determined 
by whether the enclosure is established in an existing forested area or in a 
forested area that is converted into, and maintained as, an improved pasture.  
Further, the enclosed area would require a sufficient number of acres beyond the 
bare minimum to sustain the entire herd to ensure the herd can be rotated to avoid 
overgrazing and depletion of forage. 
 
Any enclosed area would require the construction of infrastructure to support the 
herd, such as water wells and power sources for wells.  In addition to perimeter 
fencing, interior cross fencing would be necessary to control herd movements 
within the enclosed area to prevent overgrazing and depletion of forage.  
Accordingly, there would be annual costs associated with maintaining the fencing 
and other infrastructure.  If an enclosed area with improved pasture were 
constructed, there would be additional initial costs to clear the area and establish 
the pasture, as well as additional annual costs to fertilize and maintain the pasture. 
 
The total acres required to house 700 horses would range from 4,280 to 24,570 
acres.  This wide range is due to the various types of enclosures that could be 
placed on Fort Polk.  Three primary factors (size of enclosure, fence construction 
and land clearing and pasture grass establishment) drive the cost of establishment 
of a pasture. The size of each enclosure is dependent upon the type of forest on 
an area, the type of grass on an area, and the soil type on an area.  The total cost 
to establish the enclosed area for 700 horses, would range from approximately 
$12,000,000 for construction of the enclosed area on existing open land without an 
improved pasture to $89,000,000 for creation of an improved pasture from existing  
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forested area.  Table 2.3 shows the size and cost for six different pasture types. 
 

Table 2.3, Acreage and Cost by Pasture Type for 700 Head of Horses. 

700 Head of 
Horses 

New 
Land 
Cost 

Original 
Land (Open 
Frequently 

Burned 
Land) Cost 

Improved 
Pasture 
(Bahia) 

Cost 

Improved 
Pasture 

(Bermuda) 
Cost 

Improved 
Pasture 

(Bahia) 100# 
Fert/Year -  

Cost 

Improved 
Pasture 

(Bermuda) 
100# Fert/Year 

-  Cost 

Acreage 24,570 12,285 7,020 12,285 4,280 5,584 

Initial Cost 
(million) 

$17.1 $12.2 $52.4 $89.9 $33.6 $43.7 

Annual 
Maintenance 
(thousand) 

$739 $484 $747 $1,178 $814 $1,022 

 
In addition to costs, the construction of a large enclosed area would adversely 
impact training.  As previously noted, the ability for training units to engage in 
unrestricted maneuver throughout the training area is critical to the effectiveness of 
JRTC training.  Further, the Army is currently engaged in a large land purchase of 
new land to create additional unrestricted maneuver areas for training.  Setting 
aside a significant portion of that Fort Polk owned land would not only reduce the 
effectiveness of the training but would be a disservice to the landowners required 
to sell their land to the Army for training. 
 
2.3 ALTERNATIVES (COAs) IDENTIFIED FOR FURTHER ANALYSIS 
 
Of the methods identified by Fort Polk and/or the public through the scoping 
process, the IDMT identified five (5) methods that remained viable after preliminary 
analysis and which should be used to create COAs for in depth analysis.  Those 
COAs are defined below, along with the No Action Alternative. 
 
All time periods discussed in this section are intended to be minimum time periods.  
If Fort Polk determines that an extension of a time period would be effective in 
eliminating the horses, Fort Polk may extend that time period at its discretion.  Fort 
Polk retains the discretion as to when to move to the next phase in a COA once 
the minimum time period has expired. Additionally, Fort Polk reserves the right to 
make administrative adjustments to the selected COA during implementation that 
do not substantially alter the main intent of the COA or affect the environmental 
analysis/conclusions.  
 
Each of the COAs analyzed herein involve the capture of horses.  Fort Polk 
intends to capture horses in the least stressful manner to the horses, provided that 
capture method is sufficiently efficient and successful.  The preferred and intended 
primary method to be utilized for capture is the baiting of capture pens so that 
horses move into the capture pens without external pressure.  The secondary 
method of capture which will likely be utilized is the employment of personnel to 
physically round up and capture the horses.  Fort Polk will not use or permit the 
use of aircraft to drive the horses over a long distance in a swift manner for 
purposes of roundup and capture. 
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2.3.1 Course of Action 1 – No Action Alternative 
 

Consideration of the No Action Alternative is required under NEPA and 32 CFR 
Part 651. The No Action Alternative provides a baseline or a point of reference 
against which the environmental impacts of the “action” alternatives can be 
evaluated.  
 
Under the No Action Alternative, the Army would continue to allow the trespass 
horses to occupy Army-owned land at Fort Polk and Peason Ridge.  No efforts 
would be made to capture and test the trespass horses for EIA or other infectious 
equine diseases.  Population control of the existing herd and horses introduced 
into the herd in the future would be accomplished by the use of contraceptives for 
the mares and sterilization of the stallions.  The Army would continue to permit 
public access to the Installation for members of the public to remove the trespass 
livestock pursuant to the terms and conditions of the existing Public Capture 
Program.  Additionally, it is likely that horses would continue to roam from Army 
land onto adjacent USFS property or private land.  
 
The No Action Alternative would not immediately address any of the concerns 
related to the trespass horse herd such as, safety risks to Army personnel, 
adverse impacts on training and adverse impacts on horse welfare.  Additionally, 
the secondary impacts identified in Section 1.2.3.4 of this EA that are not the 
primary basis for the proposed action would also continue for the foreseeable 
future. 
 
2.3.2 Course of Action 2 – Adopt, Give Away, Sell, Euthanize (Cyclic – 5 Step) and 
Relocate  
 
This COA would start with the capture of lots of horses consisting of one to three 
bands (10-30 horses).  The intent of capturing small groups of horses over an 
extended period of time is to permit the various participating organizations 
sufficient time to move the horses through their adoption programs rather than 
overwhelming those organizations with all of the horses in a one to three month 
period.  No restriction on the future use or treatment will be placed on any 
person/entity acquiring a horse through this COA, nor will there be any restriction 
on the ability of the person/entity acquiring the horse to impose restrictions on 
future use for subsequent acquirers of the horse. 
 
The initial captures would likely be conducted by Fort Polk personnel.  As the 
capture of the horses becomes more difficult and time intensive due to reduction in 
herd size and the remaining horses become wary of capture attempts, the capture 
process would likely transition to capture by contract personnel.  Once a small lot 
of horses is captured, they will be placed temporarily into a holding pen stocked 
with sufficient water and forage. 
 
A list of potential adopter organizations (adopter list) would be created, with only 
tax exempt animal welfare organizations approved under 26 U.S.C. §501c3 (501c3 
organization) eligible to be placed on the list.  A 501c3 organization may request to  
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be placed on the adopter list by submitting a written request by letter or email to 
the designated point of contact at Fort Polk, with documents showing that the 
organization is eligible to be on the adopter list.  The list of adopters will be a 
numbered hierarchal list based on the date/time the organization’s request with 
eligibility documentation was received by Fort Polk personnel.  A copy of the 
adopter list will be maintained on a Fort Polk website accessible to the public and 
updated on a monthly basis. 
 
When a lot of horses is captured, the first organization on the current adopter list 
will be notified of the number of horses available and given 48 hours to notify Fort 
Polk via email that they will take the horses.  The adopter organization will then 
have 8 days to pick up the horses from Fort Polk.  If an adopter organization fails 
to respond within 48 hours, declines to take all available horses, or fails to pick up 
horses within the 8 day deadline, that organization will be permanently removed 
from the adopter list and not be permitted to be placed on the list in the future.  
The adopter organization will be responsible for compliance with all applicable 
laws, including but not limited to, disease testing, branding, tattooing or 
microchipping, ascertaining and resolving any ownership issues for horses with 
existing brands, tattoos or microchipping, transporting from Fort Polk and all other 
requirements pertaining to either adoption and/or horse ownership from the time 
loaded into the organization’s trailer at Fort Polk.   
 
If there are no adopter organizations on the adopter list, or if any horses are not 
picked up by an adopter organization within the 8 day time period, the horses will 
be offered to any member of the public desiring to acquire the horse(s).  A list (give 
away list) of members of the public interested in acquiring the horses would be 
created, with any person or entity eligible to be placed on the list.  All 
persons/entities on the giveaway list will be notified via email of the number of 
horses available and will be given 48 hours to notify Fort Polk via email of the 
number of horses they will take.  If more than one person/entity desires to acquire 
the horses, the person/entity whose acceptance email is received first by Fort Polk 
will be permitted to take the horses up to the number desired.  That person/entity 
will be notified by email and given 5 days to pick up the horses from Fort Polk. If a 
person/entity fails to pick up the horses by the deadline, that person/entity will be 
permanently removed from the giveaway list and not be permitted to be placed on 
the list in the future.  The person/entity taking the horses will be responsible for 
compliance with all applicable laws, including but not limited to, disease testing, 
branding, tattooing or microchipping, ascertaining and resolving any ownership 
issues for horses with existing brands, tattoos or microchipping, transporting from 
Fort Polk and all other requirements pertaining to either adoption and/or horse 
ownership from the time loaded into the person/entities’ trailer at Fort Polk.   
 
If there are any horses remaining after the giveaway phase, Fort Polk will decide to 
either transport the remaining horses to a livestock sale facility to sell the horses or 
combine the remaining horses with the next lot captured to cycle through the 
process again.  Any horses not sold will be euthanized.   
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The next lot of horses will then be captured and be processed through the same 
steps.  This cyclical process in this COA will continue until all horses are 
eliminated from Army- owned land at Fort Polk and will be used for any horses 
which are found on Army- owned land at Fort Polk thereafter. 
 
In addition to, and concurrent with, the cyclical process outlined above, Fort Polk 
may also relocate the horses.  If Fort Polk relocates the horses to a private land 
owner or other government entity, the relocation process described in section 2.3.3 
will be followed.  This course of action is illustrated in figure 2.2 below. 
 

 
 
2.3.3 Course of Action 3 – Adoption/Relocation, Give Away/Sell, Euthanize (Three 
Steps) 
 
Unlike COA 2, which is designed to move small numbers of horses through a 
recurring process, this COA would consist of the capture of the entire herd through 
a continuous ongoing capture effort with the intent of removing the entire herd as 
quickly as possible.  The steps in this COA are not cyclical but sequential, with the 
intent that once a method has been exhausted, it is not engaged in again.   
 
The initial captures may be conducted by Fort Polk personnel with the intent to 
transition to capture by contract personnel as quickly as possible.  The captured 
horses may be placed into a holding pen, stocked with sufficient water and forage, 
for a minimal time until they are picked up by the acquiring person/entity. 
 
Any adoption organization, as defined in section 2.3.2, that desires to acquire any 
of the horses may notify Fort Polk of the total number of horses they are willing to 
take.  That number of horses would be captured as quickly as possible and the 

Figure 2.2, COA 2:  Cyclic - 5 Step Process. 
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adoption organization will pick up the horses within 10 days of notification by Fort 
Polk that the horses are available for pick up.  Fort Polk may agree to an alternate 
delivery schedule if desired by the adoption organization but such determinations 
will be completely at Fort Polk’s discretion.  
 
The adoption organization will be responsible for compliance with all applicable 
laws, including but not limited to, disease testing, branding, tattooing or 
microchipping, ascertaining and resolving any ownership issues for horses with 
existing brands, tattoos or microchipping, transporting from Fort Polk and all other 
requirements pertaining to either adoption and/or horse ownership from the time 
loaded into the organization’s trailer at Fort Polk.   
 
Concurrent with the adoption process, Fort Polk will advertise the availability of the 
horses in appropriate publications/websites to solicit entities for relocation of the 
herd.  Any entity/person/agency who wishes to have the entire herd, or a 
substantial percentage of the herd, relocated to their land may notify Fort Polk of 
the number of horses they are willing to accept.  If Fort Polk determines that the 
number of horses sought are a sufficiently large number to merit relocation, Fort 
Polk may enter into an agreement for relocation of the horses. 
 
If the horses are being relocated to a State agency or another Federal Agency, the 
subsequent, care, maintenance and use of the horses will be governed by the 
applicable laws and regulations/rules of that agency.  Fort Polk will not be 
responsible for monitoring or following up on the horses in any manner. 
 
If the horses are being relocated to a “private” entity, Fort Polk will enter into a 
written agreement with the landowner.  The agreement may require payment by 
Fort Polk for the housing and maintenance of the horses for the duration of the 
horses’ life, but will not include any payments for offspring.  The horses will be 
branded, microchipped or otherwise marked sufficiently by Fort Polk to permit 
tracking.  The acquiring person/entity would be required to house and maintain the 
horses in an area with sufficient water and forage until the horses’ death.  The 
acquiring person/entity will not be permitted to transfer ownership of any of the 
horses to any other person/entity, without that person/entity entering into a 
separate written agreement with Fort Polk that imposes the same conditions and 
requirements as the original agreement.  Fort Polk will evaluate the suitability of 
the proposed location for the number of horses to be relocated and will monitor the 
land/horses on no less than an annual basis thereafter.  
 
If after 12 months from the date of the final decision is signed, any horses that 
have not been acquired by adopter organizations or relocated, Fort Polk may give 
away and/or sell the horses.  The effort to give away and sell the horses will occur 
concurrently with each other.   
 
Any person wishing to be on a list for notification of the start of the giveaway 
process under this COA may request to be placed on the notification list in writing 
at any time during the 12 months after the final decision is signed.  A one-time 
notification will be published on a Fort Polk website stating that the general public 
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may acquire any horse(s) that have been captured by Fort Polk and the notice will 
be sent once to the persons/entities on the notification list.   
 
As the horses are captured, they will be placed in the holding pen pending 
transport to the auction.  The general public may take a horse on a first come first 
serve basis while the horses are in the holding pen.  Fort Polk will transport all of 
the remaining horses in the holding pen to livestock sale facility for sale.  No 
restriction for future use or treatment would be placed on any person/entity 
acquiring a horse through the giveaway or the livestock auction.    
 
Any person/entity acquiring a horse(s) through the giveaway process will be 
responsible for compliance with all applicable laws, including but not limited to, 
disease testing, branding, tattooing or microchipping, ascertaining and resolving 
any ownership issues for horses with existing brands, tattoos or microchipping, 
transporting from Fort Polk and all other requirements pertaining to either adoption 
and/or horse ownership from the time loaded into the organization’s trailer at Fort 
Polk.   
 
Any horses remaining after the sell and give away process have operated for a 
minimum of 90 days can be euthanized. Any horses which are found on Army- 
owned land at Fort Polk thereafter will be eliminated using the phase of the COA 
that is active at the time the horses are discovered. This course of action is 
illustrated in figure 2.3 below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.3.4 Course of Action 4 – Adoption, Sell, Euthanize (Adoption+) 
 

Figure 2.3, COA 3:  Three Steps. 
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As with COA 3, this COA would consist of the capture of the entire herd through a 
continuous ongoing capture effort with the intent of the entire herd as quickly as 
possible, but this COA does not contemplate relocation or giveaway.  The initial 
captures may be conducted by Fort Polk personnel with the intent to transition to 
capture by contract personnel as quickly as possible.  The captured horses may 
be placed into a holding pen, stocked with sufficient water and forage, for a 
minimal time until they are picked up by the acquiring person/entity. 
 
Any adoption organization, as defined in section 2.3.2, which desires to acquire 
any of the horses may notify Fort Polk of the total number of horses they are 
willing to take.  That number of horses would be captured as quickly as possible 
and the adoption organization will pick up the horses within 10 days of notification 
by Fort Polk that the horses are available for pick up.  Fort Polk may agree to an 
alternate delivery schedule if desired by the adoption organization but such 
determinations will be completely at Fort Polk’s discretion.  
 
The adoption organization will be responsible for compliance with all applicable 
laws, including but not limited to, disease testing, branding, tattooing or 
microchipping, ascertaining and resolving any ownership issues for horses with 
existing brands, tattoos or microchipping, transporting from Fort Polk and all other 
requirements pertaining to either adoption and/or horse ownership from the time 
loaded into the organization’s trailer at Fort Polk.   
 
No sooner than 12 months from the date 
of the final decision is signed, if any 
horses have not been acquired by 
adopter organizations, Fort Polk sell the 
horses at livestock auctions.  The Fort 
Polk Senior Commander may extend 
this timeline at his sole discretion.  As 
the horses are captured, they will be 
placed in the holding pen.  Fort Polk will 
transport all horses in the holding pen to 
livestock sale facility for sale in the 
fastest feasible time period.  No 
restriction for future use or treatment 
would be placed on any person/entity 
acquiring a horse through the livestock 
auction.    
 
Any horses not sold can be euthanized.  
Any horses which are found on Army- 
owned land at Fort Polk thereafter will 
be eliminated using the phase of the 
COA that is active at the time the horses 
are discovered.  This course of action is 
illustrated in figure 2.4. 
 
  

Figure 2.4, COA 4, Adoption+. 
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2.3.5 Course of Action 5 – Relocation, Sell, Euthanize (Relocation+) 
 
Fort Polk will advertise the availability of the horses in appropriate 
publications/websites to solicit entities for relocation of the herd. 
 
Any entity/person who wishes to have the entire herd, or a substantial percentage 
of the herd, relocated to his land may notify Fort Polk of the number of horses they 
are willing to accept.  If Fort Polk determines that the number of horses are a 
sufficiently large number to merit relocation, Fort Polk will enter into a written 
agreement with the landowner.  The agreement may require payment by Fort Polk 
for the housing and maintenance of the horses for the duration of the horses’ life, 
but will not include any payments for offspring.  The horses will be branded, 
microchipped or otherwise marked sufficiently to permit tracking.  The acquiring 
person/entity would be required to house and maintain the horses in an area with 
sufficient water and forage until the horses’ death.  The acquiring person/entity will 
not be permitted to transfer ownership of the horses to any other entity, without 
that entity entering into a written agreement with Fort Polk that imposes the same 
conditions and requirements as the original agreement.  Fort Polk will vet the 
acceptability of the proposed location for the number of horses to be relocated and 
will monitor the land/horses on no less than an annual basis thereafter.  
 
If 12 months from the date the final 
decision is signed, any horses have 
not been relocated, Fort Polk may sell 
the horses at livestock auctions. The 
Fort Polk Senior Commander may 
extend this timeline at his sole 
discretion.   As the horses are 
captured, they will be placed in the 
holding pen.  Fort Polk will transport 
all horses in the holding pen to 
livestock sale facility for sale in the 
fastest feasible time period.  No 
restriction for future use or treatment 
would be placed on any person/entity 
acquiring a horse through the livestock 
auction.   
 
Any horses not sold can be 
euthanized.  Any horses which are 
found on Army- owned land at Fort 
Polk thereafter will be eliminated using 
the phase of the COA that is active at 
the time the horses are discovered.  
This course of action is illustrated in 
figure 2.5. 
 

 

Figure 2.5, COA 5:  Relocation+. 
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2.3.6 Course of Action 6 – Give Away, Sell, Euthanize (Give Away+) 
 
This COA would consist of permitting any person or entity access to the 
Installation to capture as many horses as they wish, with no restriction on the use 
of the horse.   
 
No earlier than 3 months from the date the final decision is signed, if any horses 
have not been acquired, Fort Polk may sell the horses at livestock auctions.  As 
the horses are captured, they will be placed in the holding pen.  Fort Polk will 
transport all horses in the holding pen to livestock sale facility for sale in the fastest 
feasible time period.   
 
No restriction for future use or treatment would be placed on any person/entity 
acquiring a horse through the giveaway or the livestock auction.  Any horses not 
sold can be euthanized. Any horses which are found on Army- owned land at Fort 
Polk thereafter will be eliminated using the phase of the COA that is active at the 
time the horses are discovered. This course of action is illustrated in figure 2.6. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Figure 2.6, COA 6:  Give 
Away+. 
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2.3.7 Course of Action 7 – Adopt, Give Away, Sell (Cyclic – 4 Step) and Relocate  
 
This COA would start with the capture of lots of horses consisting of one to three 
bands (10-30 horses).  The intent of capturing small groups of horses over an 
extended period of time is to permit the various participating organizations 
sufficient time to move the horses through their adoption programs rather than 
overwhelming those organizations with all of the horses in a one to three month 
period.  No restriction on the future use or treatment will be placed on any 
person/entity acquiring a horse through this COA, nor will there be any restriction 
on the ability of the person/entity acquiring the horse to impose restrictions on 
future use for subsequent acquirers of the horse. 
 
The initial captures would likely be conducted by Fort Polk personnel.  As the 
capture of the horses becomes more difficult and time intensive due to reduction in 
herd size and the remaining horses become wary of capture attempts, the capture 
process would likely transition to capture by contract personnel.  Once a small lot 
of horses is captured, they would be placed temporarily into a holding pen stocked 
with sufficient water and forage. 
 
A list of potential adopter organizations (adopter list) would be created, with only 
tax exempt animal welfare organizations approved under 26 U.S.C. §501c3 (501c3 
organization) eligible to be placed on the list.  A 501c3 organization may request to 
be placed on the adopter list by submitting a written request by letter or email to 
the designated point of contact at Fort Polk, with documents showing that the 
organization is eligible to be on the adopter list.  The list of adopters will be a 
numbered hierarchal list based on the date/time the organization’s request with 
eligibility documentation was received by Fort Polk personnel.  A copy of the 
adopter list will be maintained on a Fort Polk website accessible to the public and 
updated on a monthly basis. 
 
When a lot of horses is captured, the first organization on the current adopter list 
will be notified of the number of horses available and given 48 hours to notify Fort 
Polk via email that they will take the horses.  The adopter organization will then 
have 8 days to pick up the horses from Fort Polk.  If an adopter organization fails 
to respond within 48 hours, declines to take all available horses, or fails to pick up 
horses within the 8 day deadline, that organization will be permanently removed 
from the adopter list and not be permitted to be placed on the list in the future.  
The adopter organization will be responsible for compliance with all applicable 
laws, including but not limited to, disease testing, branding, tattooing or 
microchipping, ascertaining and resolving any ownership issues for horses with 
existing brands, tattoos or microchipping, transporting from Fort Polk and all other 
requirements pertaining to either adoption and/or horse ownership from the time 
loaded into the organization’s trailer at Fort Polk.   
 
If there are no adopter organizations on the adopter list, or if any horses are not 
picked up by an adopter organization within the 8 day time period, the horses will 
be offered to any member of the public desiring to acquire the horse(s).  A list (give  
away list) of members of the public interested in acquiring the horses would be  
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created, with any person or entity eligible to be placed on the list.  All 
persons/entities on the giveaway list will be notified via email of the number of 
horses available and will be given 48 hours to notify Fort Polk via email of the 
number of horses they will take.  If more than one person/entity desires to acquire 
the horses, the person/entity whose acceptance email is received first by Fort Polk 
will be permitted to take the horses up to the number desired.  That person/entity 
will be notified by email and given 5 days to pick up the horses from Fort Polk. If a 
person/entity fails to pick up the horses by the deadline, that person/entity will be 
permanently removed from the giveaway list and not be permitted to be placed on 
the list in the future.  The person/entity taking the horses will be responsible for 
compliance with all applicable laws, including but not limited to, disease testing, 
branding, tattooing or microchipping, ascertaining and resolving any ownership 
issues for horses with existing brands, tattoos or microchipping, transporting from 
Fort Polk and all other requirements pertaining to either adoption and/or horse 
ownership from the time loaded into the person/entities’ trailer at Fort Polk.   
 
If there are any horses remaining after the giveaway phase, Fort Polk will decide to 
either transport the remaining horses to a livestock sale facility to sell the horses or 
combine the remaining horses with the next lot captured to cycle through the 
process again.   
 
The next lot of horses will then be captured and be processed through the same 
steps.  This cyclical process in this COA will continue until all horses are 
eliminated from Army- owned land at Fort Polk and will be used for any horses 
which are found on Army- owned land at Fort Polk thereafter. 
 
In addition to, and concurrent with, the cyclical process outlined above, Fort Polk 
may also relocate the horses.  If Fort Polk relocates the horses to a private land 
owner or other government entity, the relocation process described in section 2.3.3 
will be followed.  This course of action is illustrated in figure 2.7 below. 
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Figure 2.7, COA 7:  Cyclic – 4 Step Process. 
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3.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 
 
 
3.1 BACKGROUND AND CURRENT POPULATION 
 
The background of how the trespass horses appeared on the landscape of the 
JRTC and Fort Polk cannot be stated as fact although many commenters assert 
that the horses are from the US Army or heritage families (Appendix D, summation 
of Public Comments).  This assertion is not likely as discussed below.   
 
All cavalry mounts were either geldings or saddle mares. The units at Fort Polk 
had no stallions or brood mares at all. Within the working cavalry, the horses 
(geldings) did not breed. Breeding operations were actively conducted by the Army 
at the regional Remount Depots where stallions covered brood mares that in turn 
foaled desirable stock for the army. Had a cavalry mare been turned loose on the 
Fort Polk range, it would not have been likely to foal, but had it bred with another 
non-Army horse, the resulting foal would have been of a different stock than the 
army horse. 
 
The army had very stringent criteria for its cavalry horses. Roughly speaking, the 
horse was to be of complete, or almost complete, thoroughbred stock; it was to be 
bay, brown or black in color, although grays were acceptable; and it was to be 15 
to 16 hands high and of well-muscled build and in strong proportions. The trespass 
horses do not have these characteristics. 
 
The procedures for disposing of surplus equines (horses and mules) were very 
stringent. An animal would never have been "turned loose" on the Fort Polk range 
by the cavalry during or after World War II.  These animals were branded on the 
neck or shoulder with their Remount Depot code number and individual 
registration number and they also had to be accounted for as any other expensive 
Army property. When cavalry units were permanently dismounted, the horses and 
mules were sent back to the regional QM Remount Depot, were they were either 
re-distributed or sold at auction to wholesalers. The wholesalers in turn sold them 
to Southern farmers who continued to use horses and mules for farming until 
about 1960. 

 
Additionally, some commenters have stated the horses remain from stock that was 
abandoned when the Army purchased land from the original heritage families in 
the 1940s.  As with the claim of Cavalry horses this assertion cannot be validated.  
Discussions with some heritage family members revealed that since livestock, 
including horses, were valuable assets the livestock was taken with them or sold.  
On the recently purchased lands, all livestock was taken by the owner as they 
vacated the property.    
 
Part of the difficulty in determining the actual brood stock is due to the stock laws 
that were part of southwest Louisiana up until the late 1980’s.  The stock laws for 
the first forty plus years of the existence of Fort Polk were open stock laws.  These 
laws allowed for livestock to be run in open range.  It was not until the late 1980’s 
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that these laws were changed to closed stock laws.  During these four decades, 
livestock running at large were considered owned livestock.  In 1966 the Army 
began attempting to remove livestock from the Fort Polk Training Areas.  By the 
mid 1980’s the cattle were removed.  The game enforcement office continued to 
capture horses and provide them to local ranchers who claimed ownership until 
1993.  The last year of capture the game enforcement office captured forty head of 
horses.  At that time, the number of horses on main post had decreased to 
approximately 39 head. 
 
Since the last concerted effort to remove the horses in 1993 a combination of 
abandoned (see Appendix F for example of claimed abandoner) or new horses 
trespassing onto the Installation, as well has horses being born on the Installation, 

has resulted in the current 
population.  Figure 3.1 
shows photographic 
evidence of dumping or 
abandonment and tables 3.1 
and 3.2 display the horses 
counted on the Installation 
since 2004.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

3.2 HORSE WELFARE 
 

Part of the affected environment includes the health of the horses themselves.  
The horse health can be divided into three distinct categories.  First the horses are 
in a training area and face obstacles that are on the landscape as the result of  

Table 3.2, Peason Ridge. 

Month Year 
Aerial 
Count 

% 
Change 

% 
Growth 

Jun 2004 90     

Jun 2009 190 1.111 0.222 

Aug 2011 173 -0.189 -0.094 

Sep 2012 181 0.046 0.046 

Sep 2013 191 0.055 0.055 

Jul 2015 149 -0.22 -0.11 

Table 3.1, Fort Polk Main Post. 

Month Year 
Aerial 
Count 

% 
Change 

% 
Growth 

Jun 2004 80     

Jun 2009 151 0.888 0.178 

Aug 2011 182 0.205 0.103 

Sep 2012 239 0.313 0.313 

Sep 2013 224 -0.063 -0.063 

Jul 2015 238 0.063 0.031 

Figure 3.1, BLM Horse. 
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Army training.  The three primary obstacles are training materials such as 
concertina wire, earthworks such as tank ditches, fighting positions, and vehicular 
traffic.  The number of horses hurt in 2005 was recorded by the Fort Polk Game 
Wardens, and a 2006 interview with the Fort Polk Game Enforcement officer 
captured data that showed where horses were euthanized due to injury or were 
found deceased in 2005.  The locations and type of injury or cause of death are 
recorded for both Fort Polk and Peason Ridge in figures 3.2 and 3.3 respectively.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3.2, Fort Polk. 
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Although comprehensive data on the number of injured horses has not been 
collected through the years, horses continue to be injured on a consistent basis.  
The most recent report of an injured horse was on 22 November of 2015 within 
Peason Ridge.  Pictures of this animal, which had to be euthanized are shown in 
figure 3.4.  Additional photographs of injured or dead horses are shown in 
Appendix E. 
 
Second, horses venture and congregate off of the Installation where they can be 
struck by vehicles or killed while on other properties.  Figure 3.3 shows a location 
that at the time was off of the Installation.  This instance is an example of a 
recorded instance of what can occur on other properties.  Numerous accidents and 
close calls have occurred on the highways adjoining Fort Polk.  During the public 
comment period for this EA eight comments were received voicing concern of 
safety on public roadways.  A summation table of public comment is located in 
Appendix D.  Figure 1.7, show locations where horses frequently move across 
blacktop roads. 

Figure 3.3, Peason Ridge. 
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Third, horses trespassing on the Installation are not vaccinated for various 
diseases and are not tested for Equine Infectious Anima (EIA).  Though not 
verified, it has been reported in the past, that horses which tested positive at a 
local auction, were horses that originated from the herd at Fort Polk and were 
captured when they traveled onto adjacent private property.  Subsequent testing of 
a limited number of horses has not revealed any horse with EIA.  However, as long 
as the unmonitored and untested horses exist at Fort Polk, they create the 
potential to act as a reservoir for the disease from which local privately owned 
horses may become infected. 
 
3.3 NATURAL RESOURCES LANDSCAPE 
 

From a natural resource prospective, Fort Polk vegetation is categorized into 16 
unique types, one of which is artificial prairies.  Artificial prairies are manmade 
openings in the forest that are used for training purposes.  Figures 3.5 and 3.6 
show the mosaic of these vegetation types.  Table 3.3 shows the acres of each 
vegetation type.  There are 8059 acres of artificial prairies scattered throughout the 
Installation.  Of this acreage, 829.6 acres resemble one large pasture on main post 
and 1750 acres, in two large openings, resemble larger pastures on Peason 
Ridge.  Additionally, a 17th vegetation type was added with the addition of new 
training lands.  Although not shown in Figure 3.6 the majority (approximately 85%) 
of the newly acquired training lands are dense pine plantations.  These plantations 
do not exist on the originally owned properties.  Unlike the original properties, 
prescribed fire has been excluded from the new land resulting in very dense 
vegetation with minimal forbs and grasses.   

Figure 3.4, Peason Ridge 22 November 2015. 
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Figure 3.5, Fort Polk Vegetation Map. 

Figure 3.6, Peason Ridge Vegetation Map. 
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Table 3.3, Installation Vegetation Communities 

Vegetative 
Community 

Type 

Recorded Acres Training Area Location 

Sandy 
Woodland 

1, 520.29 P 1-6, ZH 2-3,MC 2, MC 4-6, 
MPRC, SL 5-07, SMC 1-4, 6, 

SL 9, 10-11, and FL 1,2,4. 

Longleaf 
Pine 

23,866.87 Cantonment, ZH 1-3, MPRC, 
SMC 1, SL 7,8, SMC 4,6, FL 

1,4-6, FL 1, SMC 2,3, and P1-
6. 

Mixed Pine-
Hardwood 

17,776.57 All training areas. 

Shortleaf 
Pine 

Refer to Mixed Pine Community Type. 

Loblolly 
Pine 

4,390.81 Cantonment, P 4-6, TA 4, and 
Castor 1. 

Mixed Pine 7,605.22 Cantonment, Castor 1, SL 1-
11, TA 4, MC 1-6, and SMC 

1. 

Savannah 2,365.45 FL 3, 6, 8. 

Pitcher 
Plant Bog* 

575 All Training Areas. 

Baygall 12,611.30 Cantonment, P 1-6, SL 6, 8-
11, MC 2-6, SMC 1, 4, 6, 

MPRC, ZH 1-3, SMC 2-3, 6, 
and FL 1-8. 

Sand 
Riparian 

625.11 MPRC and MC 3. 

Clay 
Riparian 

9,650.04 Cantonment, P1, 5-6, Castor 
1, TA 4,    ZH 1-3, MC 1-5, 

MPRC, and SL 1-11. 

Calcareous 
Prairie* 

5.54 Cantonment, Castor 1, SL 5, 
TA 4, and SL 1, 2, 7, 11. 

Fleming 
Calcareous 

2,453.19 Cantonment, Castor 1, TA 4, 
SL 1, 3-11, and ZH 1. 

Sandstone 
Glade* 

0.31 P 1-5, MC 6, SL 1 and SMC 
2. 

Swamp* 7 Locations P 4, MC 1, MC 2, SMC 4, and 
FL 5. 

Artificial 
Prairie 

8059 All Training Areas 



 

Fort Polk, Louisiana                                                                       41                                                                     April 2016 

 

Table 3.3, Installation Vegetation Communities 

Vegetative 
Community 

Type 

Recorded Acres Training Area Location 

Non-Natural 
Areas 
(Urban) 

3,267.20 Cantonment/Developed 
Areas. 

*Denotes additional work is ongoing to verify spatial data.   
Training Area Acronyms: Peason Ridge (P); Zion Hills (ZH);Mill Creek (MC); 
Multi-Purpose Range Complex (MPRC); Slagle (SL); Six Mile Creek (SMC); 
Fullerton (FL);Training Area (TA). 

 
As can be seen from the vegetation associations above, much of the Installation is 
made up of various types of pine forest.  The forest is not managed to provide 
grasses to sustain large ungulates such as horses, but rather alterations to the 
forest are implemented to mimic natural ecological processes. Visible changes 
result primarily from stand regeneration, stand improvement practices, and the use 
of prescribed fire.  Although there are still areas of the Installation that are under 
even-aged management, particularly the new land, the majority of the forest with a 
pine component is an uneven-aged system. 

 

Seed-tree, shelterwood, and group selection are the primary regeneration methods 
used to promote the regeneration of upland stands. Stands of trees vary from 
uniform heights and ages to a wide range of heights and ages.  Stand 
improvement practices and prescribed fire are used to mold stand composition and 
structure to meet desired future conditions.  Prescribed fire is a common practice 
and occurs on a large majority of the forest. It is used to mimic natural fire regimes 
required to maintain the forest’s fire dependent ecosystems. Growing season 
burning is a common practice within longleaf pine landscapes.   
 
The only time “new grass” is available to horses is following a prescribed burn.  
Figures 3.7 and 3.8 depict the prescribed fire plan that has been carried out on the 
land in the past three years.  
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Figure 3.7, Main Post Prescription Burns. 

Figure 3.8, Peason Ridge Prescription Burn. 
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Scattered throughout this open frequently burned forest are the cavities of the 
endangered Red-cockaded Woodpecker and habitat for the Louisiana Pine Snake, 
which is a candidate species under the Endangered Species Act. Figures 3.9 and 
3.10 show the RCW clusters and the LPS managed habitat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The surface waters within the Installation’s boundary comprise a drainage network 
that consists of first-, second-, third- and fourth-order streams that drain the hilly 
pinelands.  Figures 3.11 and 3.12 illustrate the number and stream size for surface 
waters occurring on the Main Post and Peason Ridge. 

Figure 3.9, RCW Clusters on Main Post. 

Figure 3.10, RCW Clusters on Peason Ridge. 
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Figure 3.11, Main Post Streams. 

Figure 3.12, Peason Ridge Streams. 
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3.4 TRAINING RESOURCES LANDSCAPE 
 
There are two primary types of training at the Installation in the Training Area: Live 
Fire and Maneuver.   
 
Live Fire Training is necessary for units to qualify in the utilization of their various 
weapon systems.  When this training is conducted, surface danger zones (SDZ) 
must be imposed to control the area through which ammunition/ordnance could 
travel safely. Table 3.4 depicts the number of days live-fire training is required by 
each unit at the JRTC and Fort Polk.  
 

Table 3.4, Live Fire Days. 

Units Days Required 

3/10 BCT 192 

Other Tenant 
Units  

192 

5th AVN 36 

JRTC Rotation 
Training Unit 
(RTU) 

187 

115th Combat 
Support Hospital 

45 

1-509 (Abn) (PIR) 92 

Geographical unit 
support (e.g., 
Army National 
Guard (see AR 5-9)) 

254 

 
Figure 3.13 shows the SDZs that are emplaced during live fires at the Installation.  
The new training lands south of Peason will eventually have these same type of 
SDZs after purchases are completed, environmental surveys conducted and they 
are incorporated into the training landscape.  Figure 3.14 is an example of how 
these may look. 
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Figure 3.13, Main Post and Peason Ridge Live-Fire Surface Danger 
Zones when Ranges are Active. 

Figure 3.14, Example SDZs. 
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Maneuver Training is necessary for units to train in field maneuver techniques in 
preparation for combat. When a unit conducts this type of training they exclude 
other units and activities from the same training areas (also referred to as “the 
box”).  Figure 3.15 shows the maneuver footprint and associated “boxes” for a 
normal JRTC rotation on Fort Polk and Peason Ridge. The JRTC typically 
conducts 10 or more of these rotations annually and each rotation closes the box 
for approximately 21 days. For 210 days during the year, this land is unavailable 
for any other type of training.  The new training lands south of Peason are 
beginning to be used for this type of training and eventually training areas will 
cover all of new property. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To support this maneuver training, the Installation has developed an infrastructure 
of roads and trails, with various training aides such as villages, scattered 
throughout the landscape.  Figure 3.16 shows this training intensity around the 
training sites and how training is more intensive around the installation’s 
infrastructure.  As the infrastructure is developed on the new lands these same 
types of training intensity will be projected on those lands. 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3.15, Maneuver Footprint. 
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To protect the streams traveling through the training area, the Installation has 
installed low water crossings where roads and trails cross streams and sediment 
basins within high intensity training areas.  These protection measures are shown 
on Figures 3.11 and 3.12.  
 
Finally, it is important to note that on the training landscape, fencing is not present 
within the interior of the training area.  For example, the boundary between Forest 
Service land and Army land is not fenced as it would be an impediment to the 
cross country maneuvers in the area (See Sections 2.2.5.1 and 2.2.5.2).  

 

Figure 3.16, Training Intensity. 
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3.5 USAGES OF THE LANDSCAPE 
 
As has been discussed in section 3.4, the Army uses these training lands for live 
fire and maneuver.  The large maintained openings, such as Geronimo Drop Zone, 
are used intensively for air and ground operations.  Depending on the given 
scenario, there may be excavations throughout these DZs and the surrounding 
areas.  The population of trespass horses uses these same openings.  The 
horses, due to their natural instincts, move to the large openings in early spring.  
On these DZs, which appear to be a vast pasture to them, they give birth and 
begin raising their young.  As Fall begins, they disperse throughout the training 
areas and adjacent lands.  Figure 3.19 provides a graphic of this annual cycle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Spring 

  

Fall 

Figure 3.19, Movement Cycle. 
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4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 
 

4.1 IMPACT ANALYSIS PROCESS 
 
In 1997, the CEQ published specific guidelines for Cumulative Effects Analysis 
(CEA), establishing a new impact assessment approach (or paradigm) that 
focuses on important regional resources, as opposed to the traditional action-
impact approach used for direct and indirect effects. The new assessment 
approach focuses on Valued Environmental Components (VECs) or resources that 
are important in a specific region. In 2007, the Army released its Draft Cumulative 
Effects Guidance Manual.  This manual provides a specific, detailed Army 
methodology to implement requirements outlined in the CEQ CEA guidelines. 
 
Utilization of this approach early on in the planning and decision-making process 
can effectively, systematically, and defensively identify the appropriate level of 
NEPA analysis required for each resource area; however, these VEC levels 
identified are not correlated with the level of anticipated effects. 
 
To aid in the analysis of the environmental effects, to supplement guidance found 
in 32 CFR Part 651 and 40 CFR Parts 1500-1508, and to ensure a consistent and 
defensible evaluation of environmental effects, thresholds of concern were 
developed for each VEC. Resource management professionals and subject matter 
experts developed these thresholds in coordination and consultation with 
stakeholder agencies. The spatial boundary and thresholds of concern, for each 
VEC, for the analysis of the alternatives are presented in Table 4.1. 
 
The potential impacts of implementing a proposed action and alternative(s) can be 
characterized by one of three types of impacts. They are as follows: 
 
Direct impact. Those effects caused by an action and that occur at the same time 
and place as the action. 
 
Indirect impact. Those effects caused by an action and that occur later in time or is 
farther removed in distance from the action. 
 
Cumulative impact. Those effects that result from the incremental impact of the 
action when added to “other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future 
actions, regardless of what agency (federal or non-federal) or person undertakes 
such other actions.” Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor but 
collectively significant actions taking place over a period time. 
 
Environmental effects also may be expressed in terms of duration. The duration of 
short-term impacts is considered to be one year or less, and long-term impacts are 
described as lasting beyond one year. Long-term impacts can potentially continue 
in perpetuity. 
 
In addition to the type and duration of an impact to a resource area, effects to 
resource areas are characterized by the relative severity of an environmental 
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effect. Four terms are used throughout this EA to indicate the relative degree of 
predicted impacts that the proposed action and alternatives would have. They are 
as follows: 
 
Negligible. The term used to indicate the relative degree of severity of an 
environmental effect that could occur, but might not be detectable. 
 
Minor. The term used to indicate the relative degree of severity of an 
environmental effect that is measurable but is clearly not significant. 
 
Moderate. The term used to indicate the relative degree of severity of an 
environmental effect that might approach but not exceed a threshold of 
significance; for example, where a “threshold of concern” as described in Table 
4.1, might be approached; where the predicted consequences of implementing an 
action suggest the need for additional care in following standard procedures, 
employing best management practices (BMP), or applying precautionary 
measures to minimize adverse effects; or where there is some uncertainty inherent 
in whether the effects forecast by a predictive model would occur. 
 
Significant. A measure in terms of the degree of severity of the environmental 
effect of an action reflecting the context and intensity of the effect, as defined in 
CEQ regulations (40 CFR 1508.27). 
 
The determination of the level of effects of the proposed action on threatened and 
endangered species follows the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
guidance, which uses somewhat different terms to describe the level of potential 
effects. Terms used by the USFWS are as follows: 
 
No Effect. The term used to indicate that no long or short-term effects are 
expected. 
 
Discountable. The term used to indicate that effects would be extremely unlikely to 
occur, or would be insignificant (the size of the impact should never reach the 
scale where “take” occurs) or completely beneficial. “Take” is defined as “to 
harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, collect, or attempt to 
engage in any such conduct,” and includes habitat modification and the 
impairment of essential behavioral patterns (i.e. breeding, feeding, sheltering; 
USFWS and National Marine Fisheries Service, 1998). 
 
Adverse-individual. The term used to indicate effects that would be likely to 
adversely affect individuals, but not significantly affect populations.   
 
Adverse-population. The term used to indicate effects that would be likely to 
adversely affect the population. It should be noted that “discountable” as used 
herein is an aggregation of the three effect levels (discountable, insignificant, and 
completely beneficial) defined by the USFWS upon which a conclusion of “is not 
likely to affect” is made. 
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Table 4.1, Valued Environmental Components1 

Valued 
Environmental 
Component 

Spatial Boundary Threshold of Concern Proposed 
Action Would Cause or Result in2                                                                                                       

Land Use Installation boundary or 
region of influence 
(ROI) 

• Concern that land use conflicts will 
occur.  Examples include: Preclusion 
of implementation of or conflicts with 
Fort Polk Integrated Natural 
Resources Management Plan, or 
JRTC and Fort Polk Real Property 
Master Plan.          

Geology Geology within sub-
watersheds of the 
Installation boundary 

• Reduction in access to or availability 
of publicly or privately owned mineral 
resources. 

Soils Soils within the ROI • Soil loss or compaction to the extent 
that natural reestablishment of native 
vegetation within two growing seasons 
is precluded unless substantial 
rehabilitation efforts are undertaken. 

Groundwater Aquifer within the ROI • Degradation of aquifer quality;                                    
• Violation of drinking water standards.     

Water 
Resources: 
Surface Water 
Quality, Streams, 
Wetlands, and 
Other Surface 
Water Resources 

Sub-watershed, 
USACE jurisdictional 
“Waters of the U.S.,” or 
state- designated 
stream segment within 
the Installation 
boundary 

• Sedimentation into streams;                                       
• Discharge into streams;                                                                     
• Wetlands or  other “waters of the 
U.S.” within footprint or adjacent 
(within a distance to be concerned 
about sedimentation) within the 
watershed;                                                                                            
• State scenic stream within footprint 
or adjacent (within a distance to be 
concerned about sedimentation) 
within the watershed;        
• Net loss of wetlands (bogs, baygalls, 
hillside seeps, or riparian zones) 
within installation boundary 
(unmitigated) due to direct or indirect 
effects (e.g., sedimentation). 
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Table 4.1, Valued Environmental Components1 

Biological 
Resources:  
Forest 
Conditions, 
Native Plant 
Species and 
Communities, 
Nonnative and 
Invasive Plant 
Species 

Installation boundary • Permanent conversion or net loss of 
forest lands at landscape scale of > 5 
percent relative to baseline;                                                                        
• Permanent net loss of Red-cockaded 
(RCW) woodpecker foraging habitat 
from land base to level below that 
required for achieving long-term RCW 
population recovery objectives;                                                                                                
• Permanent loss or degradation of 
designated rare/sensitive plant sites;                                               
• Introduction or increased prevalence 
of undesirable nonnative species. 

Biological 
Resources: 
Wildlife and 
Aquatic Life 

Species home range, 
local habitat, or 
migratory range 
intersecting the 
Installation boundary 

• Long-term loss or impairment of a 
substantial portion of local habitat 
(species-dependent);                                                              
• Biologically significant decline in 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act population. 

Biological 
Resources: 
Rare, 
Threatened, and 
Endangered 
Species 

Home range or 
protected habitat within 
the Installation 
boundary 

• Reduction of RCW foraging habitat 
for one or more clusters/groups;                                                   
• Reduction in Habitat Management 
Unit (HMU) acreage;                                                         
• Alleviation of time for biologist to 
manage the species;                                                                   
• Direct mortality or other unpermitted 
“take” of threatened or endangered 
species. 

Cultural 
Resources 

Site-specific •  Irretrievable or irreversible damage 
to a prehistoric or historic site that is 
listed or is eligible/potentially eligible 
for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places 

Noise Land use zones within 
the ROI and Installation 
boundary 

• Exceedance of noise limit guidelines 
published in AR 200-1, Chapter 7 
(1997);              
• Exceedance of existing 65 dBA 
contour by 17 percent AIA. 

Air Quality                          
includes 
Greenhouse Gas 

Airshed (AQCR 
106)(AQCR 22) or 
Installation boundary 
(Title V) 

• Violation of National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards (NAAQS).          
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Table 4.1, Valued Environmental Components1 

Social 
Conditions: 
Public Access 
and Recreational 
Use, Public 
Services, Public 
Safety and 
Protection of 
Children, 
Environmental 
Justice 

Installation boundary or 
ROI 

•  Long-term substantial loss or 
displacement of recreational 
opportunities/resources relative to 
baseline;                                                                              
•  Substantial degradation of 
recreational value;                                                                   
•  Exceedance of Rational Threshold 
Value (RTV) for population and 
assessment of baseline social/public 
services;                                         
•  Need for increase in large-scale 
facilities (e.g., new school or hospital);                                  
•  Public safety hazard from military 
operations;                                                           
•  Public health hazard from exposure 
to hazardous waste or hazardous 
materials;       
• Disproportionate environmental 
health or safety risk to children; (E.O. 
12898) 
• Disproportionate environmental 
economic, social, or health impacts on 
minority or low income populations 
(E.O. 12898). 

Economics ROI • Exceedance of RTV for 
socioeconomic indicators (i.e., 
modeled population, personal income, 
employment, or business activity 
exceeds the difference between the 
maximum and average historical level 
over the past 19 years). 
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Table 4.1, Valued Environmental Components1 

Transportation 
and 
Infrastructure 

ROI or Installation 
boundary 

•  Decrease in Level-of-Service (LOS) 
of key Installation arteries and 
collectors below the acceptable LOS 
D;                                                               
•  Road failure resulting in rutting, 
cracking, or other pavement problems 
that require substantial maintenance 
or rehabilitation activities;                                                                                                                     
•  Violation of a Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) regulation that 
undermines the safety of commercial 
passengers or personnel at 
Alexandria International 
Airport/England Industrial Airpark;                                                                     
•  Impairment of Installation’s ability to 
meet federally mandated or Army 
objectives for waste minimization and 
pollution prevention;                                                      
•  Accidence of existing facility or 
system capacity for hazardous 
waste/hazardous material 
management, storage, disposal, or 
emergency response; water supply 
and sewage treatment; or utility 
services. 

General 
Compliance 

Installation boundary or 
limits of affected 
environmental media 

• Violations of federal or state 
environmental rules, regulations, or 
permits held by the Installation. 

Notes: 
[1]. Although some thresholds have been so designated based on legal or regulatory limits or 
requirements, others reflect discretionary judgment and BMPs on the part of the Army in 
accomplishing their primary missions of military readiness and management of these lands (including 
multiple use and access), respectively, while also fulfilling their conservation stewardship 
responsibilities.  Quantitative/qualitative analysis may be used, if appropriate, in determining whether, 
and the extent to which, a threshold is exceeded. 
[2]. Thresholds listed are for potential effects of the alternative prior to or without mitigation. 

 

4.2 FACTS AND ASSUMPTIONS USED IN ANALYSIS 
 

In order to analyze the impacts to the various VECs, several facts and 
assumptions were required, as detailed below. 
 
Facts: 
 
• Many of the COAs have a euthanization component.  The following disposal 

parameters would be followed if equine are euthanized under a COA: 
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o Animals would be buried on Fort Polk following euthanization or 
transported to a state approved sanitary land fill. 

o Soil types which have a rating reason with Wetness, Flooding, Ponding, 
or Seepage would not be used for burial of animals at Fort Polk. 

o Animals would be buried in pits or trenches with no more than three 
carcasses to a pit or trench. 

o Digging for burial would not occur in environmental areas that are off 
limits to digging, including but not limited to, protected cultural resources 
sites, Red-cockaded Woodpecker clusters, and wetlands or stream side 
zones. 

o The size of disturbance for a pit to bury three animals would be 12’ by 
18’ or 216 square feet. 

• Restrictions applicable to the trainers on the Installation would be imposed on 
any contractors or members of the public involved in any of the courses of 
action.  For example, driving vehicles through, and setting up of any type of 
pen or structures, in a protected environmental site would not be allowed. 

 
Assumptions: 
 
• It is assumed that COAs 2-6 would all result in elimination of the majority of the 

horses within 3 years or less. 
• It is assumed that the Integrated Training Area Management Program (ITAM) 

will continue to seed and repair maneuver damages in the training areas. The 
Directorate of Public Works (DPW) will continue to repair the Drop Zones (DZ).  
As a result, it is anticipated that the Drop Zones will remain stable in the 
locations where active erosion is taking place. 

• It is assumed that the sediment basins surrounding the Drop Zones and the 
Digital Multi-Purpose Battle Access Course (DMPBAC) will continue to be 
cleaned out as they accumulate sediments so that they function to protect 
streams. 

• “Preponderance of horses eliminated” means the herd is down to 20 or less on 
each property and the selected Course of Action can maintain the population at 
the number or less down to zero. 

 
4.3 VECS DISMISSED FROM FUTHER ANALYSIS 
 
Land Use. The purpose and need adequately address the conflict in land use.  
None of the COAs that were carried forward for detailed analysis, to include the no 
action alternative, will conflict with the Army land usages.  Thus, this resource area 
was eliminated from further analysis. 

 
Geology and Mineral Resources. Neither the presence nor absence of horses 
nor attempts to capture them would have an effect on geologic resources. No 
proposed activities would result in seismic hazards, and no development or 
extraction of mineral resources or permanent alteration of local topography is 
proposed.  Accordingly, this resource is eliminated from further analysis. 
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Biological Resources – Forest Conditions.  The forest types on the Installation 
are managed through fire and select harvest as discussed in section 3.  The COAs 
analyzed in this EA do not propose to stop prescribed fire. This would allow the 
population of horses to grow to a point that, due to their overgrazing, there is 
insufficient fuel to carry a fire; or otherwise stop forest and natural resource 
management activities.  The COAs also do not call for a conversion of native forest 
types to another type or an open area.  Thus, these resources were eliminated 
from further analysis. 

 
Biological Resources – Native Plants.  Neither the No Action nor any of the 
action COAs propose to create a permanent loss or degradation of designated 
rare/sensitive plant sites.  The horses do eat the native plants, particularly during 
the winter.  Since the impacts from herd growth, which should not happen even 
under the no action, were discussed in the “The Environmental Assessment for 
Final Disposition of Trespass Horses at JRTC & Fort Polk, Louisiana, June 2010” 
and none of the COAs analyzed in detail propose to maintain a herd of horses, this 
resource was eliminated from further analysis. 

 
Biological Resources – Wildlife.  The horses themselves are not wildlife and are 
not indigenous to North America.  Neither the No Action nor any of the action 
COAs propose to allow the herd to grow and therefore cause a long-term loss or 
impairment of a substantial portion of local habitat.  Therefore, this resource was 
eliminated from further analysis. 

 
Biological Resources – Endangered Species.  Neither the No Action nor any of 
the action COAs propose to impact RCW habitat.  Impacts from herd growth, 
which likely would not occur under the No Action Alternative, was discussed in the 
“The Environmental Assessment for Final Disposition of Trespass Horses at JRTC 
& Fort Polk, Louisiana. June 2010.” Accordingly, this resource was eliminated from 
further analysis. 

 
Cultural Resources. Cultural resources at the JRTC and Fort Polk can be dated 
as far as the Paleo-Indian period (12,500- 10,000 years before present). The 1999 
Historic Preservation Plan summarizes work conducted on Army properties 
establish the guidelines for determining the significance of cultural resources at the 
Installation. Further detail of the Installation’s planned management of cultural 
resources is found in Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan (ICRMP), 
2012. The proposed action and the associated courses of action would not impact 
a known archeological site or negate the authority of the ICRMP.  Accordingly, this 
resource area was eliminated from further analysis. 

 
Noise. The proposed action does not include any new noise producing activities.  
Anticipated noise production that could result from the various Courses of Action 
would be from existing activities, primarily vehicular traffic.  Accordingly, this 
resource area was eliminated from further analysis. 
 

Air Quality: Greenhouse Gas. The site where the proposed action is located is 
within Vernon, Natchitoches and Sabine Parishes.  Air quality in these parishes 
meet or exceed the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) established 
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by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Therefore, these areas are 
considered attainment areas according to 40 CFR 81.319. The proposed action is 
not expected to have a discernible impact on Air Quality as no new stationary 
emission sources or Greenhouse Gas emissions are proposed. As a result, this 
resource area was eliminated from further analysis. 

 
Social Conditions – Public Services. Existing public facilities, utilities, and public 
services would be unaffected by any of the Courses of Action and therefore this 
resource was eliminated from further analysis.  

 
Social Conditions - Protection of Children. Executive Order No. 13045 
"Protection of Children from Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks" (62 FR 
No. 78) was issued in April 1997.  This Executive Order directs each Federal 
agency to "ensure that its policies, programs, activities, and standards address 
disproportionate risks to children that result from environmental health or safety 
risks."  The proposed action does not pose a disproportionate risk to children, 
primarily since children are not allowed in the military training areas except for 
approved recreational activities when accompanied by supervising adults.   
 
Social Conditions - Environmental Justice. Executive Order No. 12898 “Federal 
Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income 
Populations” (59 Federal Register No. 32), issued in February 1994, provides that 
"each Federal agency shall make achieving environmental justice part of its 
mission by identifying and addressing, as appropriate, disproportionately high and 
adverse human health or environmental effects of its programs, policies, and 
activities on minority populations and low-income populations." Neither the No 
Action Alternative nor any of the action COAs have the potential to affect minority 
or low-income populations.  For those actions involving the public acquiring one of 
the horses, no fees would be charged by Fort Polk.   
 
Economic Conditions. The horses currently do not serve as a source of income 
for the Army or private citizens. Any changes in horse population would not result 
in a human population increase or decrease, changes in local or regional income 
and employment levels, or other demographic characteristics. Existing public 
facilities, utilities, and public services would also be unaffected by any horse 
management activities; thus, this resource area was eliminated from further 
analysis. 

 
Transportation and Infrastructure. Implementation of the No Action Alternative 
or one of the action COAs would not require the construction or alteration of any 
roads, highways, buildings, or other major facilities. Traffic generated from capture 
or removal efforts would not affect existing traffic patterns or cause damage to 
existing roads.  Any proposed method or course of action would not involve a 
change in the current amount of hazardous materials utilized or hazardous wastes 
generated on the Installation.  Accordingly, the proposed action and alternatives to 
accomplish the proposal would not increase or decrease the level-of-service 
provided for and by the Installation.  Therefore, this resource area was eliminated 
from further analysis. 
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General Compliance. The proposed action does not propose any action which 
would cause a violation to federal or state environmental regulations or permits the 
Installation may hold; thus, this resource area was eliminated from further analysis. 
 
4.4 VECS ANALYZED IN MORE DETAIL 
 

4.4.1 Soil and Erosion 
 

The threshold of concern, as stated in table 4.2, is soil loss or compaction to the 
extent that natural reestablishment of native vegetation within two growing 
seasons is precluded unless substantial rehabilitation efforts are undertaken.  This 
makes the assumption that the soil will continue to function if it is not compacted or 
eroding. 
 

Table 4.2, Soil Types and Acres in Artificial Prairies. 

Soil 
Abbreviation 

Soil Name Geronimo 
DZ 

DMPBAC Avellino 
DZ 

An Anacoco loam, 1-5% 0 16.7 0 

BeC/Br Betis lfs, 1-5% 171.3 0 57.2 

BEE/Bt Betis lfs, 5-12% 192.6 0 0 

BrC/CoC Briley lfs, 1-5% 113.7 31.5 68.2 

BRE Briley lfs, 5-12% 65.1 18.6 0 

CoC Corrigan fsl, 1-5% 0 72.3 8.7 

Gy Guyton sl, freq. flood 0 1.1 0 

GYA Guyton-Iuka c, freq. flood 0 0.4 2.3 

GZ Guyton-Lotus a., freq. flood 0 0.6 0 

KSF Kisatchie-Mayhew-Rayburn 
a., 5-20% 0 0 380.5 

KEF Kisatchie-Rayburn fsl, 5-
20% 0 53.1 0 

Kw Kisatchie-Anacoco c., 1-5% 0 58.3 0 

Kz Kisatchie-Oula fsl, 5-40% 0 264.4 0 

LtC Letney ls, 1-5% 0 0 32.3 

Ma Malbis fsl, 1-5% 0 376 0 

MaB Malbis fsl, 1-3% 123.1 8.7 0 

MhC Mayhew sl, 1-5% 0 2.8 389.1 

RaC/RbC Rayburn fsl, 1-5% 0 10.3 2.1 

Ru Ruston fsl, 1-5% 0 4.9 0 

RuD Ruston fsl, 3-8% 163.9 0 0 

SeC Sawyer vfsl, 1-5% 0 1 0 

Total Acres 829.7 920.7 940.4 
lfs = loamy fine sand; fsl = fine sandy loam; sl = silt loam; c = complex; a =  association; ls = 
loamy sand; vfsl = very fine sandy loam 
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4.4.1.1 Existing Conditions  
 

 In order to discuss the impacts to soils, the existing conditions must be identified.  
It is important to recall that there are many vegetation types across the Fort Polk 
Training Landscape (see section 3.3) and that that the horses leave the artificial 
prairies (Drop Zones and DMPBAC) in early fall to roam across the rest of the 
Installation and onto adjacent properties throughout the fall and winter, until 
returning to the artificial prairies in the spring (see section 3.5).  Thus, for six 
months of each year, the total area where the population of horses resides is 
greater than the 133,510 acres of Fort Polk which are not cantonment or the 
primary artificial prairies since they also congregate off of the Installation.  
Conversely, in the spring and summer, the same number of horses reside primarily 
on the three artificial prairies which are a combined total of 2,690 acres.  Using the 
numbers from the July 2015 population count, with the assumption that all animals 
were counted, the Peason population of 149 roams on approximately 73,000 acres 
in the fall and winter (excluding any areas off of Peason Ridge where they may 
roam) and on only 1861 acres in the spring and summer. The Main Post 
population of 238 roams on approximately 65,000 acres during the fall and winter 
(again, not including any areas off of Fort Polk where they may roam) and on 829 
acres in the spring and fall. 

 

DMPBAC 

Avellino 

DZ 

Geronimo 

DZ 

Figure 4.1, Soil Types in Artificial Prairies. 
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Table 4.2 above shows the three primary artificial prairies and how many acres of 
artificial prairie there are by soil type.  Figure 4.1 depicts the mosaic of these soils 
in the artificial prairies. 
 
4.4.1.2 Environmental Consequences 
 
The presence of the horses on the Drop Zones and DMPBAC during the growing 
season causes an impact to the soil due to the volume of forage that they remove 
from these training areas.  The amount of required forage per horse varies based 
on the size of the horse, but ranges between approximately 780 to 975 pounds 
(lbs.) of forage per horse animal per month or 9,360 to 11,700 lbs. of forage a year 
for each horse.   
 
Assuming the population of horses on Peason Ridge is limited to the 149 horses 
actually counted in 2015, which is the lowest possible population number and is 
likely substantially lower than the actual herd size, the herd would require between 
1,394,640 and 1,743,300 lbs. of forage annually.  Likewise, using only the actual 
count of 238 horses on Main Post in 2015, which as noted above is the lowest 
possible number, the herd would require between 2,227,680 and 2,784,600 lbs. of 
forage annually.  
 
In addition to the conservative population assumption, a second conservative 
assumption must also be made regarding the amount of annual forage derived 
from the Drop Zones and DMPBAC.  Due to the annual movement of the horses 
away from the Drop Zones and DMPBAC during the fall and winter, the volume of 
annual forage consumed on the Drop Zones and DMPBAC is reduced by 50%.    
 
Based on the assumptions of herd size and forage consumption outlined above, 
the volume of forage consumed at Peason on the Avellino DZ and the DMPBAC is 
between 697,320 and 871,650 lbs. annually. The volume of forage consumed on 
Main Post at Geronimo DZ is between 1,113,840 and 1,392,300 lbs. annually. 
 
The amount of forage available on each of the three primary artificial prairies is 
shown in Table 4.3.  As shown, even with conservative estimates of herd size and 
forage consumption, there is insufficient forage to maintain the total population in 
those areas without overgrazing.  On Main Post there is an annual requirement of 
1,113,840 to 1,392,300 lbs. of forage and only 109,271 lbs. available.  On Peason, 
there is an annual requirement of 697,320 to 871,650 lbs. of forage and only 
159,422 lbs. available.  Consequently, in terms of livestock and foraging, the 
pastures are being severely overgrazed.  This removal of vegetation results in loss 
of soil through erosion.  The sedimentation would reach receiving streams if not for 
the areas around the DZs and DMPBAC having sediment basins constructed to 
capture silt.  Soil that is captured in the basins is periodically removed and taken 
back up slope to repair erosion in the training area. 
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Table 4.3, Forage Production in Artificial Prairies. 

Soil 
Abbreviation 

Forage/Year 
Soil Type 

Geronimo DZ 
(lbs) 

DMPBAC 
(lbs) 

Avellino 
DZ  (lbs) 

An 144 0 2405 0 

BeC/Br 132 22612 0 7550 

BEE/Bt 132 25423 0 0 

BrC/CoC 132 15008 4158 9002 

BRE 132 8593 2455 0 

CoC 84 0 6073 731 

Gy 130 0 143 0 

GYA 130 0 52 299 

GZ 130 0 78 0 

KSF 54 0 0 20547 

KEF 75.6 0 4014 0 

Kw 132 0 7696 0 

Kz 84 0 22210 0 

LtC 96 0 0 3101 

Ma 114 0 42864 0 

MaB 114 14033 992 0 

MhC 60 0 168 23346 

RaC/RbC 60 0 618 126 

Ru 144 0 706 0 

RuD 144 23602 0 0 

SeC 108 0 108 0 

Total lbs Forage 109271 94739 64702 

 
Given the poor nature of the soils in this area, Table 4.4 shows the number of 
horses each of the pastures could sustain in an unimproved state (i.e. without 
planting improved grasses and fertilizing). 
 

Table 4.4, Horses Each Artificial Prairie Will Sustain (Unfertilized). 

  Geronimo DZ Avellino DZ DMPBAC 

Forage Available 109,271 64,702 94,739 

Forage Per Horse (1/2 yr.) 5,850 5,850 5,850 

Hoses Sustained 19 11 16 

 
The actual volume of soil loss attributable to the horses cannot be measured for 
two reasons.  First, the same areas where the horses overgraze are used for 
training, so the land is disturbed by training activity.  Second, as mentioned above, 
since the risk to the Army personnel from active erosion on a DZ is unacceptable, 
the soil that is captured from the sediment basins is used by Fort Polk to repair 
erosion damages.  The soil loss from the training exercises and the soil loss from 
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the lack of vegetation due to over grazing occurs in the same area during the 
same time frame and cannot be measured separately.   
 
A second impact to soils would arise from the disposal of euthanized horses if 
euthanization is utilized.  A detailed discussion on disposal soils with regard to 
ground water impacts is found in section 4.4.2.  Section 4.2 contains the facts and 
assumptions used for analysis.  The relevant facts for disposing horses through 
burial are that the burial pit  will be in the appropriate soil type, (see section 4.4.2), 
the digging of the pits will result in 216 square feet of disturbance, the disturbed 
area will be planted with vegetative cover, and the pits will not be dug in areas that 
are off limits to digging. 
 
4.4.1.3 Course of Action Comparison 
 

For all COAs, the impact would be negative with a negligible severity.  The 
negative impact is due to the number of animals that are present and the 
overgrazing that is occurring.  The overgrazing removes the cover which leads to 
erosion.  Since the amount of soil that is eroding as a result of the overgrazing 
cannot be measured independently from other factors contributing to erosion, the 
impact in negligible.  The differences in the courses of action are in the duration of 
this continued impact.  Some courses of action, as will be discussed in the COA 
comparison below, will remove the horses and therefore stop the overgrazing 
sooner than others.  See section 4.1 for the definition of short and long term.  Long 
term, after the horses are eliminated from the training lands, COA 2-6 would be 
beneficial over the no action alternative. 
 
COA 1 – No Action Alternative.  Since the nature of the action is to slowly 
decrease the size of the herd by sterilization of the horses along with the public 
capture program, the elimination of the herd would take many years.  Thus, the 
duration of the direct - negative negligible impact is long term.   
 
COA 2 and 7 – Adopt, Give Away, Sell, Euthanize (Cyclic – 5 Step Process, Cyclic 
– 4 Step Process; respectively) and Relocate.  It is assumed the prominence of the 
horses would be eliminated from the installation within 3 years.  Therefore the 
direct-negative negligible impact is also long term.   
 
COA 3 - Adoption/Relocation. Give Away/Sell, Euthanize (Three Steps).  It is 
assumed the prominence of the horses would be eliminated from the installation 
within approximately18 months.  Therefore the direct – negative negligible impact 
is also long term. 
 
COAs 4-6 – These COAs would remove the horses within a year of the decision 
and thus, have the same impact for this resource. They would have a direct – 
negative negligible impact but the impact would be short-term.   
 
While the duration of the impacts for COAs 1-3, and 7 are all considered long term, 
it is worth noting that the duration of the impacts still differ substantially in duration.  
For COA 1, since the elimination of the entire herd is projected to occur over the  
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lifespan of the horses, the impacts can be expected to occur for 20-30 years.  For 
COAs 2, 3 and 7, the impacts, while still considered long term, are expected to 
occur only for 18 months to 3 years.  Thereafter, the impacts will cease and there 
will be no continuing negative impact similar to the duration under COA 1.  Thus, 
while the analysis shows long term negative impacts for COAs 1-3 and 7, there is 
still a substantial difference in the duration of those impacts which must be taken 
into account. 
 
With regard to the disposal of any euthanized horses, all action COAs, with the 
exception of COA 7, would have the same short-term minor impact that is 
mitigated by reseeding of the disturbed area.  
 

4.4.1.4 Cumulative Effects 
 

Due to the negligible impact, which by definition is not measurable, the impact 
cannot be added to other impacts to result in a cumulative impact. 
 

4.4.2. Ground Water 
 

The Threshold of Concern, as stated in table 4.1, is degradation of aquifer quality 
or violation of drinking water standards.     
 
4.4.2.1 Existing Conditions 
 
The existing conditions from the perspective of drinking water are directly 
correlated to the type of soil.  The United States Department of Agriculture Natural 
Resource Conservation Service provides a searchable soil survey database at 
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx, which permits a 
search of Fort Polk lands for soils that are suitable for large animal disposal.  In the 
database, soil ratings are based on properties and qualities to the depth normally 
observed during soil mapping (approximately 6 or 7 feet).  Numerical ratings 
indicate the severity of the individual limitations, with the ratings shown in decimal 
fractions ranging from 0.01 to 1.00. The ratings indicate gradations between the 
point at which a soil feature has the greatest negative impact on the use (1.00) and 
the point at which the soil feature is not a limitation (0.00). 
 
Those soils which are suitable for large animal disposal per the above noted soil 
survey, focusing on the key characteristics of wetness, seepage, or flooding, for 
both Main Post and Peason, are shown in table 4.5.  Figure 4.2 shows the 
locations of these soils on Main Post and figure 4.3 shows their location on 
Peason.  The amber colors indicate soils that have a safety related parameter with 
no relation to impact on ground water, such as collapsibility, that should be taken 
into consideration when excavating for burial.  Conversely, the green colors 
designate areas with very little concern for factors such as dustiness or 
collapsibility.   
 

http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx
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Table 4.5, Suitable Soils for Large Animal Disposal. 
Parish Map 

Unit 
Symbol 

Map unit 
name 

Rating reasons numeric 

Wetness Dusty Unstable 
Excavation 

Walls 

Slope Clay 
Content 

N
a
tc

h
ito

c
h

e
s

 P
a

ris
h

, L
o

u
is

ia
n

a
 

Br 

Briley loamy 
fine sand, 1 
to 5 percent 
slopes  

0 0 0.23 0 0 

Bt 

Briley loamy 
fine sand, 5 
to 12 
percent 
slopes  

0 0 0.01 0.4 0 

CeC 

Cadeville 
very fine 
sandy loam, 
1 to 5 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.07 0.03 0 0 

Ea 

Eastwood 
fine sandy 
loam, 1 to 5 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.08 0.06 0 0 

Ed 

Eastwood 
fine sandy 
loam, 5 to 
12 percent 
slopes 

0 0.07 0.01 0.04 0 

Ga 

Gallion silt 
loam, 0 to 1 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.1 0.01 0 0 

Gn 

Gallion silty 
clay loam, 0 
to 1 percent 
slopes 

0 0.12 0.01 0 0 

Gr 

Tore silt 
loam, 1 to 5 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.33 0.09 0 0 

Kw 

Kisatchie-
Anacoco 
complex, 1 
to 5 percent 
slopes 

0 0.51 0.12 0 0 
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Table 4.5, Suitable Soils for Large Animal Disposal. 
Parish Map 

Unit 
Symbol 

Map unit 
name 

Rating reasons numeric 

Wetness Dusty Unstable 
Excavation 

Walls 

Slope Clay 
Content 

MsC 

Morse clay, 
1 to 5 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.12 1 0 0 

Na 

Natchitoche
s sandy clay 
loam, 1 to 5 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.12 0.51 0 0 

Nh 

Natchitoche
s sandy clay 
loam, 5 to 
12 percent 
slopes 

0 0.11 0.51 0.04 0 

OtC 

Oktibbeha 
loam, 1 to 5 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.12 0.51 0 0 

OTE 

Oktibbeha 
loam, 5 to 
12 percent 
slopes 

0 0.12 0.51 0.04 0 

Ru 

Ruston fine 
sandy loam, 
1 to 5 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.01 0.02 0 0 
S

a
b

in
e

 P
a

ris
h

, L
o

u
is

ia
n

a
 

AtC 

Attoyac fine 
sandy loam, 
1 to 5 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.01 0.01 0 0 

ByC 

Briley loamy 
fine sand, 1 
to 5 percent 
slopes  

0 0 0.23 0 0 

BYE 

Briley loamy 
fine sand, 5 
to 12 
percent 
slopes  

0 0 0.01 0.4 0 
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Table 4.5, Suitable Soils for Large Animal Disposal. 
Parish Map 

Unit 
Symbol 

Map unit 
name 

Rating reasons numeric 

Wetness Dusty Unstable 
Excavation 

Walls 

Slope Clay 
Content 

EdC 

Eastwood 
fine sandy 
loam, 1 to 5 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.08 0.06 0 0 

EDE 

Eastwood 
fine sandy 
loam, 5 to 
12 percent 
slopes 

0 0.07 0.01 0.04 0 

KaC 

Keiffer clay 
loam, 1 to 5 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.1 0.51 0 0 

KAE 

Keiffer clay 
loam, 5 to 
12 percent 
slopes 

0 0.1 0.51 0.04 0 

NcC 

Nacogdoche
s gravelly 
sandy loam, 
1 to 5 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.08 0.01 0 0.06 

V
e

rn
o

n
 P

a
ris

h
, L

o
u

is
ia

n
a

 

BoB 

Boykin 
loamy fine 
sand, 1 to 3 
percent 
slopes 

0 0 0.02 0 0 

BoD 

Boykin 
loamy fine 
sand, 3 to 8 
percent 
slopes 

0 0 0.01 0 0 

BrC 

Briley loamy 
fine sand, 1 
to 5 percent 
slopes  

0 0 0.23 0 0 

BRE 

Briley loamy 
fine sand, 5 
to 12 

0 0 0.01 0.4 0 
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Table 4.5, Suitable Soils for Large Animal Disposal. 
Parish Map 

Unit 
Symbol 

Map unit 
name 

Rating reasons numeric 

Wetness Dusty Unstable 
Excavation 

Walls 

Slope Clay 
Content 

percent 
slopes  

EaC 

Eastwood 
fine sandy 
loam, 1 to 5 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.1 0.51 0 0 

EAE 

Eastwood 
fine sandy 
loam, 5 to 
12 percent 
slopes 

0 0.1 0.51 0.04 0 

GoC 

Gore very 
fine dandy 
loam, 1 to 5 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.08 0.51 0 0 

HoC 

Hornbeck 
clay, 1 to 5 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.1 1 0 0 

HoD 

Hornbeck 
clay, 5 to 8 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.1 1 0 0 

RuB 

Ruston fine 
sandy loam, 
1 to 3 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.01 0.01 0 0 

RuD 

Ruston fine 
sandy loam, 
3 to 8 
percent 
slopes 

0 0.01 0.01 0 0 
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Figure 4.2, Main Post Soil Type and Slopes. 

Figure 4.3, Peason Ridge Soil Types and Slopes. 
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4.4.2.2 Environmental Consequences 
 

The disposal of any euthanized horses will not have an impact on ground water 
regardless of the COA which is selected.  As shown in the figures 4.2 and 4.3, 
there is substantially more land suited for disposal of euthanized large animals 
available on Fort Polk than will be needed for the disposal of every horse currently 
on Fort Polk.   This due to the fact that the disposal method and disposal location 
will be in accordance with federal standards for the appropriate soil types for large 
animal disposal.  Disposal will not occur in a soil type that with ratings that reflect a 
potential for impact to ground water.  The impacts to the soils from disposal were 
discussed in section 4.4.1.  
 

4.4.2.3 Course of Action Comparison 
 
Other than COAs 1 and 7, each COA contains a step at which euthanization of 
horses is a possibility.  Euthanization is not primary method of elimination under 
any COA but rather the last method to be used only if all other methods in the 
selected COA do not result in the elimination of all the horses.  It is expected that 
same percentage of horses will be euthanized under each of COAs 2-6 and thus, 
the potential impact of those COAs to ground water is the same.  For all COAs no 
impact to ground water is expected.  The difference between COAs 2-6 and COA 
7 is that no horses would be euthanized as the means of elimination under COA 7 
so there is not potential of impact, whereas with COA 2-6 no impact is expected as 
stated in section 4.4.2.2 
 

4.4.2.4 Cumulative Effects 
 

Since the method and location of burial does not result in an anticipated impact to 
ground water for COAs 2-6 and there are no burials proposed under COA 7, 
impacts cannot be added to other past present or reasonably foreseeable future 
actions for a cumulative impact.   
 

4.4.3 Water Resources and Biological Resources – Aquatic Life 
 

The Threshold of Concern, as stated in table 4.1, is sedimentation into streams; 
Discharge into streams; Wetlands or other “waters of the U.S.” within footprint or 
adjacent (within a distance to be concerned about sedimentation) within the 
watershed; State scenic stream within footprint or adjacent (within a distance to be 
concerned about sedimentation) within the watershed; Net loss of wetlands (bogs, 
baygalls, hillside seeps, or riparian zones) within Installation boundary 
(unmitigated) due to direct or indirect effects (e.g., sedimentation).  For Aquatic 
Life the measure of impact is Long-term loss or impairment of a substantial portion 
of local habitat (species-dependent).  A public comment was received suggesting 
looking at aquatic life.  Due to the similarity of the resources this VEC is being 
discussed with water resources. 
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4.4.3.1 Existing Conditions 
 

None of the courses of action propose any discharges into streams, wetlands, or 
other waters of the US.  There are no State scenic streams in the footprint.  None 
of the COAs propose to fill wetlands.  The only factor which needs to be discussed 
is the potential for sedimentation into the streams or special aquatic sites (i.e. 
wetlands).   The areas where the horses congregate during the spring and 
summer are the main areas of concern due to the overgrazing that was discussed 
in section 4.4.1.  These areas are surrounded by sediment basins to capture 
eroding sediments (see Figures 3.11 and 3.12 in section 3.3) 
 

4.4.3.2 Environmental Consequences 
 

As discussed in section 4.4.1.2, the volume of soil loss attributable to the horses 
cannot be independently measured because the same areas where the horses 
overgraze causes erosion are the same areas disturbed by training activity.  Also, 
the sediment basins do not catch 100% of sediments moving from the training 
area due to either horse or training activity.  However, it is impossible to accurately 
measure the difference in sediment movement downstream from a sediment basin 
that results from the horses and training and the sediment movement due to 
naturally occurring soil loss.   
 
For aquatic life, the impact is the same as for the streams: no measurable impact 
with the slight difference that there is likely some horse feces washing into the 
water.  Again, although not detectable and not measurable, this is a potential 
impact to the receiving water bodies.   
 

4.4.3.3 Course of Action Comparison 
 

For all COAs, the impact would be negative with a negligible severity since the 
impacts cannot be measured.  These impacts are direct impacts to aquatic life 
would be directly attributed to segments in the receiving water body. The duration 
of the impact differs between COAs, as will be discussed in this Course of Action 
Comparison. The impact discussed in the below comparison apply to both water 
resources and biological (aquatic life) resources. 
 
COA 1 – No Action Alternative.  Since the nature of the action is to slowly 
decrease the size of the herd by sterilization of the horses along with the public 
capture program, the elimination of the herd would take many years.  Thus, the 
duration of the direct - negative negligible impact is long term.   
 
COAs 2 and 7 – Adopt, Give Away, Sell, Euthanize (5 Step Cyclic Process) and 
Relocate and Adopt, Give Away, Sell (4 Step Cyclic Process) and Relocate.  It is 
assumed the prominence of the horses would be eliminated from the installation 
within 3 years.  Therefore the direct-negative negligible impact is also long term.   
 
COA 3 - Adoption/Relocation, Give Away/Sell, Euthanize (Three Steps).  It is 
assumed the prominence of the horses would be eliminated from the installation 
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within approximately18 months.  Therefore the direct – negative negligible impact 
is also long term. 
 
COAs 4-6 - These COAs would remove the horses within a year of the decision 
and thus, have the same impact for this resource. They would have a direct – 
negative negligible impact but the impact would be short-term.   
 

While the duration of the impacts for COAs 1-3 and 7 are all considered long term, 
it is worth noting that the duration of the impacts still differ substantially in duration.  
For COA 1, since the elimination of the entire herd is projected to occur over the 
lifespan of the horses, the impacts can be expected to occur for 20-30 years.  For 
COAs 2, 3, and 7, the impacts, while still considered long term, are expected to 
occur only for 18 months to 3 years.  Thereafter, the impacts will cease and there 
will be no continuing negative impact similar to the duration under COA 1.  Thus, 
while the analysis shows long term negative impacts for COAs 1-3, there is still a   
substantial difference in the duration of those impacts which must be taken into 
account.  Long term, after the horses are eliminated from the training lands, COA 
2-7 would be beneficial over the no action alternative. 
 

4.4.3.4 Cumulative Effects 
 
Since the impact cannot be measured, it is impossible to add it to other past, 
present, or reasonably foreseeable actions for a cumulative impacts analysis. 
 

4.4.4 Biological Resources – Invasive Species 
 

The Threshold of Significance, as stated in table 4.1, is the introduction or 
increased prevalence of undesirable nonnative species. 
 

4.4.4.1 Existing Conditions 
 

Under the Installation’s Integrated Natural Resource Management Plan (INRMP), 
Fort Polk seeks to manage for the natural ecosystems that should be on the 
landscape.  One of the subcomponents of this plan is Pest Management which is 
concerned with the identification and control of invasive species, with botanical 
species as a particular concern.  Due to prescribed fire management, (see section 
3.3) the number of occurrences and size of infestations of botanical invasive 
species are not as pronounced on Fort Polk properties as on other properties in 
the region.  However, these invasive species are still a concern.  Fort Polk 
botanists track and categorize these species into four categories: 1 = Present and 
spreading; 2 = Present, but not as aggressive; 3 = Present, but not considered a 
problem; 4 = Present on nearby land but not yet found on Fort Polk.  Table 4.6 
shows the number of species by category. 
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Table 4.6, Species Categorizations. 

Fort Polk 
Rank 

Number of Species 

1 13 

2 20 

3 31 

4 17 

Total 81 

 
 
The horses would not be likely to move some invasive species such as Chinese 
Tallow, which is moved by birds.  Additionally, the horses cannot be solely 
responsible for the movement of a species that has a seed which attaches to fur or 
hair, as other animals that move these types of seeds around are also present on 
Fort Polk.  However as the only ungulate present on Fort Polk that primarily eats 
grasses, the horses are a concern for the introduction and movement of invasive 
grass species.  Table 4.7 shows the grasses that are of concern to Fort Polk. 
 

Table 4.7, Fort Polk Grasses. 

Taxon Common Name Family 
FP 
Rank 

Bothriochloa ischaemum King Ranch bluestem Poaceae 1 

Eragrostis curvula Weeping lovegrass Poaceae 1 

Imperata cylindrica Cogongrass Poaceae 1 

Phyllostachys aurea Golden bamboo Poaceae 1 

Rottboellia cochinchinensis Itchgrass Poaceae 1 

Arundo donax Giant reed Poaceae 2 

Cortaderia selloana Uruguayan pampas grass Poaceae 2 

Sorghum halepense Johnsongrass Poaceae 2 

Sporobolus indicus Smut grass Poaceae 2 

Paspalum dilatatum Dallisgrass Poaceae 3 

Paspalum notatum var. saurae Bahia Grass Poaceae 3 

Paspalum urvillei Vasey's grass Poaceae 3 

Sacciolepis indica Glenwoodgrass Poaceae 3 

Sorghum bicolor Sorghum Poaceae 3 

Chloris canterai Paraguayan windmill grass Poaceae 4 

Panicum repens Torpedo grass Poaceae 4 

 
As discussed in section 3.5, the horses move across property boundaries and 
throughout the installation.  They are therefore considered a vector for movement 
of these invasive grass seeds from one location to another within Fort Polk and the 
introduction of invasive species from adjacent lands which are not currently found 
on Fort Polk. 
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4.4.4.2 Environmental Consequences 
 
This VEC is similar to those previously discussed herein, in that it is impossible to 
measure the impact or spread of any given invasive species solely as a result of 
the horses.  As long as the horses are present on Fort Polk, the impact potential 
exists, but cannot be measured.   
 
4.4.4.3 Course of Action Comparison 
 
The impact is an indirect negative negligible impact.  The impacts from each COA 
are the same except for the duration of the impact. See section 4.1 for the 
definition of short and long term. 
 
COA 1 – No Action Alternative.  Since the nature of the action is to slowly 
decrease the size of the herd by sterilization of the horses along with the public 
capture program, the elimination of the herd would take many years.  Thus, the 
duration of the indirect - negative negligible impact is long term.   
 
COA 2 and 7 – Adopt, Give Away, Sell, Euthanize (5 Step Cyclic Process) and 
Relocate and Adopt, Give Away, Sell (4 Step Cyclic Process) and Relocate.  It is 
assumed the preponderance of the horses would be eliminated from the 
installation within 3 years.  Therefore the indirect-negative negligible impact is also 
long term.   
 
COA 3 - Adoption/Relocation, Give Away/Sell, Euthanize (Three Steps).  It is 
assumed the prominence of the horses would be eliminated from the installation 
within approximately 18 months.  Therefore the indirect – negative negligible 
impact is also long term. 
 
COAs 4-6 - These COAs would remove the horses within a year of the decision 
and thus, have the same impact for this resource. They would have an indirect – 
negative negligible impact but the impact would be short-term.   
 
While the duration of the impacts for COAs 1-3 and 7 are all considered long term, 
it is worth noting that the duration of the impacts still differs substantially.  For COA 
1, since the elimination of the entire herd is projected to occur over the lifespan of 
the horses, the impacts can be expected to occur for 20-30 years.  For COAs 2, 3, 
and 7, the impacts, while still considered long term, are expected to occur only for 
18 months to 3 years.  Thereafter, the impacts will cease and there will be no 
continuing negative impact similar to the duration under COA 1.  Thus, while the 
analysis shows long term negative impacts for COAs 1-3, and 7, there is still a 
substantial difference in the duration of those impacts which must be taken into 
account.  Long term, after the horses are eliminated from the training lands, COA 
2-7 would be beneficial over the no action alternative. 
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4.4.4.4 Cumulative Effects 
 
Since the impact cannot be measured it is not possible to add it to other past, 
present, or reasonably foreseeable actions for a cumulative impacts analysis. 
 
4.4.5 Social Conditions – Recreational Use 
 
Socioeconomic impacts alone, even if significant, do not require the agency to 
prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (32 C.F.R. § 651.39), but are 
presented along with the environmental analysis.  The Threshold of Significance, 
as stated in table 4.1, is long-term substantial loss or displacement of recreational 
opportunities/resources relative to baseline. 
 
4.4.5.1 Existing Conditions 
 
The primary purpose of Fort Polk is to train Soldiers.  When the schedule of 
training activities permits, recreational activities by the public and Army personnel 
are allowed within the training areas.  Recreational opportunities in the training 
areas on the installation are managed by allowing access to State Wildlife 
Management Areas (WMA). Two WMA’s exist on Fort Polk lands; Peason Ridge 
WMA and the Fort Polk WMA, which includes the training areas on Main Post.  
Check stations and a map of open areas are posted to enable those people 
accessing the WMA to check in and self-clear.  A card is filled out by persons as 
they are leaving the WMA, which captures the type of recreational activity in which 
they engaged while on Fort Polk.  In the last ten years, no more than five cards 
were completed during any given year which listed the recreational land use as 
sightseeing to look at the horses.   
 

Table 4.8, Recreational Efforts 1 Sept 14 - 26 Apr 15. 

Activity 
Efforts Fort 

Polk 
Efforts Peason 

Ridge 

Deer Hunting 10,206 3,599 

Turkey Hunting 1338 691 

Small Game 
Hunting 

1353 479 

Hog Hunting 109 102 

Scouting  533 289 

Fishing  71 10 

Trapping 49 53 

Total 13,659 5,223 

Sightseeing  100 (5 of which were for horse viewing) 

 
Table 4.8 shows the total recreational efforts on both WMAs from September 2014 
through April of 2015.  The five visits to view horses of is three one hundredths of 
a percent (.03%) of the total recreational uses of the training areas at Fort Polk.  
Even if every sightseeing effort that does not mention horses is counted as an 
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effort to view horses, the percentage of recreational use would only be 53 one 
hundredths of a percent (.53%). 
 
4.4.5.2 Environmental Consequences 
 

If the purpose and need of the action are met and the horses are eliminated from 
the Fort Polk training areas, each of the courses of action will eventually have a 
negative impact on the people wishing to view the horses and that subset of the 
training area recreational efforts they represent.  This would be a minor impact as 
it is measurable, but .03% or .53% is not a substantial loss or approaching a 
substantial loss of recreational use of Fort Polk. 
 
4.4.5.3 Course of Action Comparison 
 
Each of the considered COAs is intended to result in the elimination of all horses 
from Fort Polk.  Thus, the impacts to this resource is the same for each COA. 
 

4.4.5.4 Cumulative Effects 
 

As stated in section 4.4.5.2, the primary usage of Fort Polk Lands is for training.  
Due to the fluctuating training schedule each year, the number of recreational 
opportunities fluctuates from year to year.  See Figure 4.4.  However, from a 
cumulative stand point, Fort Polk is providing more recreational opportunities on 
Fort Polk land when measured with other ongoing Fort Polk actions.  One such 
action is the nearly complete land purchase at Fort Polk.  Fort Polk is committed to 
allowing hunting on new lands just as they did on the current lands.  See Joint 
Readiness Training Center & Fort Polk Land Acquisition Program Environmental 
Impact Statement, February 2010.  In 2014 the first 20,000 acres of this new land 
was appended to the Peason Ridge WMA and it was made available for public 
recreation under the WMA system.  It is estimated that 20% of the Peason Ridge 
WMA efforts or 1,044 efforts during the FY14-15 hunting season occurred on this 
new land, which represents approximately 5.53 percent of the total recreational 
efforts.  Additionally, in the near future, more recently acquired lands will be 
offered to the State for inclusion in the Peason WMA.  So there will be more land 
available for public recreation when it is not being used of training.  
 
Accordingly from a cumulative standpoint when the loss of horse sightseeing is 
combined with the additional lands already available for public recreation and the 
foreseeable action of more lands being available, is a moderate long term 
cumulative benefit to public recreation on the Installation. 
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4.4.6 Social Conditions 
 

Socioeconomic impacts alone, even if significant, do not require the agency to 
prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (32 C.F.R. § 651.39), but are 
presented along with the environmental analysis. The Threshold of Significance, 
as stated in table 4.1, is public safety hazard from military operations. 
 

4.4.6.1 Existing Conditions 
 

Section 1.2.3.4.2 describes the dangers these animals present to persons on State 
road ways adjacent to Fort Polk and Peason Ridge.  Though the presence of the 
horses and associated hazards are not caused by military operations, their 
presence is a threat to public safety since the horses do not recognize land 
ownership boundaries and are a hazard on these road ways as the horses travel 
between lands owned by various entities.    
 

4.4.6.2 Environmental Consequences 
 

Elimination of the horses from Fort Polk would remove the public safety hazard.  
The reduction in the hazards to the public is not measurable. 
 
4.4.6.3 Course of Action Comparison 
 
The impact is a direct negative negligible impact.  The impacts from each COA are 
the same except for the duration of the impact. See section 4.1 for the definition of 
short and long term. 
 

Figure 4.4, Recreational Hunting Effort Since 
1987. 
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COA 1 – No Action Alternative.  Since the nature of the action is to slowly 
decrease the size of the herd by sterilization of the horses along with the public 
capture program, the elimination of the herd would take many years.  Thus, the 
duration of the direct - negative negligible impact is long term.   
 
COA 2 – Adopt, Give Away, Sell, Euthanize (5 Step Cyclic Process) and Relocate.  
It is assumed the prominence of the horses would be eliminated from the 
installation within 3 years.  Therefore the direct-negative negligible impact is also 
long term.   
 
COA 3 - Adoption/Relocation, Give Away/Sell, Euthanize (Three Steps).  It is 
assumed the prominence of the horses would be eliminated from the installation 
within approximately 18 months.  Therefore the direct – negative negligible impact 
is also long term. 
 
COAs 4-6 - These COAs would remove the horses within a year of the decision 
and thus, have the same impact for this resource. They would have direct – 
negative negligible impact but the impact would be short-term.   
 
COA 7 – Adopt, Give Away, Sell, (4 Step Cyclic Process) and Relocate.  It is 
assumed the prominence of the horses would be eliminated from the installation 
within 3 years.  Therefore the direct-negative negligible impact is also long term. 
 
While the duration of the impacts for COAs 1-3 and 7 are all considered long term, 
it is worth noting that the duration of the impacts still differ substantially in duration.  
For COA 1, since the elimination of the entire herd is projected to occur over the 
lifespan of the horses, the impacts can be expected to occur for 20-30 years.  For 
COAs 2, 3, and 7, the impacts, while still considered long term, are expected to 
occur only for 18 months to 3 years.  Thereafter, the impacts will cease and there 
will be no continuing negative impact similar to the duration under COA 1.  Thus, 
while the analysis shows long term negative impacts for COAs 1-3, and 7, there is 
still a substantial difference in the duration of those impacts which must be taken 
into account.  Long term, after the horses are eliminated from the training lands, 
COA 2-7 would be beneficial over the no action alternative. 
 
4.4.6.4 Cumulative Effects 
 
Since the impact cannot be measured it is not possible to add it to other past, 
present, or reasonably foreseeable actions for a cumulative impacts analysis. 
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5.0 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
 

Table 5.1 presents a summary of the environmental impacts for each COA and 
resource area analyzed in detail in this EA. Total VEC impacts were determined by 
the type and severity of either beneficial (+) or adverse (-) impacts that would 
result from a given Alternative.  The impact to the various resource areas were 
similar in most cases.  COAs 1- 3 and 7 generally resulted in long-term negligible 
impacts whereas COAs 4 – 6 generally resulted in short term negligible impacts.  
This is due to the time necessary to implement the COA to eliminate the horses 
from Fort Polk.  As previously noted, while COAs 1-3 and 7 each have long term 
impacts, there is still a substantial difference in the duration of the impacts in COA 
1 from the duration of impacts in COAs 2, 3, and 7. 
 
There are no significant environmental impacts for any resources and the 
publishing of a Finding of No Significant Impact (FNSI) is the appropriate action. 
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7.0 ACRONYMS 
 

ABN – Airborne.  
AIA – Aerospace Industries Association. 
AQCR – Air Quality Control Region. 
AR – Army Regulation. 
AVN – Aviation. 
BCT – Brigade Combat Team.  
BLM – Bureau of Land Management. 
BMP – Best Management Practices. 
CEA – Cumulative Effects Analysis. 
CEQ – Council on Environmental Quality. 
CFR – Code of Federal Regulations. 
COA – Course of Action. 
CTC – Combat Training Center. 
DA – Department of the Army. 
dBA – Decibels. 
DMPBAC – Digital Multi-Purpose Battle Access Course. 
DoD – Department of Defense. 
DOPAA – Description of Proposed Action and Alternatives. 
DPW – Directorate of Public Works. 
DZ – Drop Zone. 
EA – Environmental Assessment.  
EIA – Equine Infectious Anemia. 
E.O. – Executive Order. 
FAA – Federal Aviation Administration. 
FEIS – Final Environmental Impact Statement. 
FL – Fullerton. 
FNSI – Finding of No Significant Impact. 
FPLA – Fort Polk, Louisiana. 
FR – Federal Register.  
HMU – Habitat Management Unit. 
ICRMP – Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan. 
IDMT – Inter-disciplinary Multi-Agency Team.  
INRMP – Installation Natural Resources Management Plan. 
ISB – Intermediate Staging Base. 
ITAM – Integrated Training Area Management Program. 
IUA – Intensive Use Area. 
JRTC - Joint Readiness Training Center (JRTC). 
LA – Louisiana.  
LOS – Level of Service. 
LOSD - Level of Service Direction. 
LPS – Louisiana Pine Snake. 
LUA – Limited Use Area. 
LTG – Lieutenant General. 
MC – Mill Creek. 
MEB – Maneuver Enhancement Brigade. 
MPRC – Multi-Purpose Range Complex. 
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NAAQS – National Ambient Air Quality Standards. 
NEPA – National Environmental Policy Act. 
No. – Number. 
P – Peason Ridge. 
PATH – Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship International. 
PIR – Parachute Infantry Regiment. 
RCW – Red-Cockaded Woodpecker. 
ROI – Region of Influence. 
RTU – Rotation Training Unit. 
RTV – Rational Threshold Value. 
SL – Slagle. 
SDZ – Safety Danger Zone. 
SLUA – Special Limited Use Area. 
SMC – Six Mile Creek. 
SUP – Special Use Permit. 
TA – Training Area. 
US – United States. 
USACE – United States Army Corps of Engineers. 
USC – United States Code. 
USFS – United States Forest Service. 
USFWS – United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 
VEC – Valued Environmental Component. 
WMA – Wildlife Management Area. 
ZH – Zion Hills. 
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8.0 LIST OF PREPARERS AND PERSONS CONTACTED OR 
CONSULTED 
 
List of Preparers 
 
Mr. Fred Adolphus, Museum Director, Fort Polk 
Mr. Ken Brown, Attorney-Advisor, Administrative Law, OSJA, Fort Polk 
Ms. Delena Boecher, NEPA Specialist, Colorado State University 
Ms. Allison Cedars, Ecologist, ENRMD, DPW, Fort Polk 
Mr. Troy Darr, Public Affairs Officer, Fort Polk 
Department of Emergency Services, Fort Polk 
Mr. Wayne Fariss, Chief, Conservation Branch, ENRMD, DPW, Fort Polk 
Game Management, Department of Emergency Services, Fort Polk 
LTC Mark S. Leslie, Chief of Training, DPTMS, USAG, Fort Polk 
MAJ Dennis Meyer, DPTMS Plans Chief, Fort Polk 
Mr. Crandall “C.J.” Sellers, Environmental Scientist/GIS Analyst, Freese and 
Nichols 
Mr. Ron Semerena, Range Officer, DPTMS, Fort Polk 
Mr. Darien Siddall, NEPA Specialist, Colorado State University 
Mr. Scott Stearns, Supervisory Public Affairs Specialist, Fort Polk 
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List of Persons or Organizations Contacted or Consulted 
 
3M Acres 
Acadian Therapeutic Riding Association 
Alabama Department of Corrections 
Angola Prison – Louisiana 
Arkansas Department of Corrections 
Ms. Stephanie Boyles Griffin, Humane Society of the United States 
Colorado State Prison 
GaitWay Therapeutic Horsemanship 
Great Results Equine Assisted Therapies 
Greater New Orleans Therapeutic Riding Center, Inc. 
Hooves to Hope 
Horse Assisted Therapy Services of North Louisiana, INC 
Ms. Penny Lehew, Humane Society of North Texas 
Mr. Mike Lindsey, Assistant Soil Scientist, NRCS, USDA 
Ms. Gillian Lyons, Humane Society of the United States 
Mason County Housing Authority, Havana, Illinois 
Mississippi Department of Corrections 
Dr. Daniel Myrick, Veterinary Medical Officer, Louisiana Department of Agriculture 
and Forestry 
New Heights Therapy Center, INC 
Oklahoma Department of Corrections 
Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship (PATH) International 
Reins of Hope Therapeutic Riding Program 
Tennessee Department of Corrections 
Texas Department of Corrections 
West Texas Boys Range – San Angelo, TX 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Meyer, Dennis W MAJ USARMY USAG (US)
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2016 10:18 AM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Horse Manure FW: 16-02 AF move to Avelino/Peason (removing the horse droppings) 

(UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
Allison, 
 
An email for the Admin Record. 
 
V/R! 
 
 
MAJ Dennis Meyer  
DPTMS Plans Chief 
Ft Polk, LA 
Comm 337-531-9437 

  
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Meyer, Dennis W MAJ USARMY USAG (US)  
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2015 4:21 PM 
To: Brown, Ken D CIV USARMY USAG (US) 
Subject: Horse Manure FW: 16-02 AF move to Avelino/Peason (removing the horse droppings) 
 
Ken, 
 
You have to read pretty far down the email, but the USAF planner, and concurred by her squadron commander, 
emphasizes that the manure itself was a bona-fide danger to aircraft landing and takeoff. 
 
If you copy all the text into Microsoft Word you can CTRL-F for "manure" and find it pretty easy. 
 
V/R! 
 
MAJ Meyer 
 
 
MAJ Dennis Meyer  
DPTMS Plans Chief 
Ft Polk, LA 
Comm 337-531-9437 
dennis.w.meyer.mil@mail.mil   
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-----Original Message----- 
From: SMITH, STEVE A Lt Col USAF AMC 34 CTS/CC [mailto:steve.smith.1@us.af.mil]  
Sent: Monday, November 09, 2015 12:44 PM 
To: Landin, Therese C (Terry) Capt USAF (US); Meyer, Dennis W MAJ USARMY USAG (US) 
Cc: Wagner, Jeremy C Maj USAF (US); Darragh, Sean D CTR USAF (US); Houston, John M TSgt USAF 
(US); Krauser, Robert M SSgt USAF 720 STG (US); Noll, John C MSgt USAF (US); Mares, Andrew R Capt 
USAF 19 OG (US); Long, Kyle A Lt Col USAF USARMY JRTC OPSGRP (US) 
Subject: RE: 16-02 AF move to Avelino/Peason (removing the horse droppings) 
 
ALCON, 
 
I completely concur with Capt Landin's comments.  They are spot-on. 
 
I would only add a concern over the domestication of the horses at Peason. 
The ones at Geronimo, as stated, are used to the operations and typically 
do not create a runway incursion incident.  I fear the ones at Peason will 
not be as cooperative.  It has been many years since fixed wing (AF C-130/C- 
17s) have landed on that particular FLS and the horses will not have had 
the exposure.  I believe we will see an increase in runway incursion 
incidents for the first couple of times we operate there, and that is a 
major concern to aircrew and aircraft safety.   
 
I would restrict (if operationally able) MAF assets to daytime operations 
only for the first couple of events to give the CCT folks a better chance 
of collecting data on the Horse population and disposition.   
 
V/R 
 
Scud 
 
Lt Col Steve A. Smith 
 
Commander, 34th Combat Training Squadron 
 
DSN:  731-8660 -  Little Rock 
DSN:  863-9530 - Ft Polk 
 
Comm:  501-987-8660 - Little Rock 
Comm:  337-531-9530 - Ft Polk  
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: LANDIN, THERESE C Capt USAF AMC 34 CTS/DS  
Sent: Monday, November 09, 2015 12:27 PM 
To: Meyer, Dennis W MAJ USARMY USAG (US) 
Cc: SMITH, STEVE A Lt Col USAF AMC 34 CTS/CC; WAGNER, JEREMY C Maj USAF AMC 
34 CTS/DO; DARRAGH, SEAN D CTR USAF AMC 34 CTS/MOP; HOUSTON, JOHN M TSgt 
USAF AFSOP 720 OLA/OSO; KRAUSER, ROBERT M SSgt USAF AFSOC 720 OLA/OSO; 
NOLL, JOHN C MSgt USAF AMC 34 CTS/OLA; Mares, Andrew R Capt USAF 19 OG 
(US); Long, Kyle A Lt Col USAF USARMY JRTC OPSGRP (US) 
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Subject: RE: 16-02 AF move to Avelino/Peason (removing the horse droppings) 
 
Sir- 
 
Thank you for reaching out to us.  I will try to answer your questions to 
the best of my ability but I have also CC'ed some 34 CTs personnel who have 
a vested interest in our Landing Zone maintenance/ops and can give you 
deeper insight into our interaction with horses outside of my limited 
planning experience. 
 
- Did the horses interrupt your training, by delaying it, forcing it to 
move elsewhere, or canceling it altogether?  
 
The horses are usually "chased off" by the LZ controlling personnel during 
our operations at both Geronimo and Peason.  We have not flown at Peason 
often enough to develop trend data for this field but at Geronimo the 
horses usually will hang out to the side of the landing strip and not 
completely shut down our training there (because they are accustomed to our 
movements).  The horse droppings, on the other hand, can delay our training 
as well.  We have to notify Ft. Polk personnel about the horses' mess and 
get the area swept in order to land and operate out of the area.  In the 
case of Peason (which hasn't been used yet in a reoccurring capacity), the 
quantity of horse droppings was so great that we couldn't secure a sweeper 
in time to save the planned flights to the landing zone.  Had we planned 
for this event sooner (during the weekdays when the sweeper was available) 
or visited the landing zone more frequently with airplanes, this problem 
may have resolved itself in a more timely fashion and allowed us to 
complete our desired unilateral training. 
 
- Was this due to a danger the horses posed? 
We mitigate the danger of the animals during our operations and won't use 
the landing zone unless it is properly maintained.   
 
- What was the end affect? 
We still plan on using Peason in the future but, because the landing zone 
isn't visited as often as Geronimo, our unit will be sure to plan for its 
usage father ahead to allow time to properly clean the landing surface. 
The horse droppings cancelled our last-minute missions to Peason but we 
will plan better in the future to mitigate these complications.  As long as 
we can reserve the sweeper service during our exercises, I do not see 
mission cancellations occurring for this issue in the future.  If our 
combat controllers have a difficult time keeping the zone clear of horses 
during operations, however, our training would be postponed, aborted, or 
cancelled until we could keep them away from the landing zone. 
 
- Was a danger to personnel or equipment identified? 
The manure posed no direct danger to personnel (besides the ground 
personnel who have to smell it) but it would need to be removed before our 
equipment (ground vehicles and airplanes) could operate out of this 
location.  Sadly, the horse manure WOULD affect our aircraft stopping and 
takeoff distances versus having clean dirt for our operations.  If the 
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horses were also actively roaming around the landing zone during operations 
(as they sometimes are while we are at Geronimo), they would pose a direct 
danger to our operations.  Our ground controllers constantly monitor the 
length of the landing surface for horses and our aircraft may be forced to 
go around (discontinue a landing) or abort a takeoff if a horse wandered 
onto the runway while planes are visiting.  While we have had some close 
calls with horses at Geronimo in the past (particularly at night), we 
haven't utilized Peason enough to know if the local horses congregate on 
the runway and/or if they would evacuate if noisy aircraft are in the 
pattern.  That was part of the intent of our visit to the Landing Zone 
during 16-02. 
 
- Or, was the problem simply that no one wants to work around piles of 
horse manure? 
Our personnel CAN work around horse manure (in fact, they actually 
accomplished some training at Peason when they discovered the problem) but 
there is no way that our aircraft could've landed at the field without the 
horse manure being properly removed.  Thus, when we were unable to sweep 
the surface before 8 Nov, we had to cancel the training. 
 
I hope this information helps and invite 34 CTS members CC'ed in this email 
to add to (or completely refute) any of the information that I have relayed 
if it is an inaccurate assessment of the effects of horse manure during our 
airland operations. 
 
Very respectfully, 
 
//SIGNED// 
Capt Therese (Terry) Landin 
Exercise Director 

 

 
 
-----Original Message----- 

 
 

 November 09, 2015 10:54 AM 
To: LANDIN, THERESE C Capt USAF AMC 34 CTS/DS 
Subject: RE: 16-02 AF move to Avelino/Peason (removing the horse droppings) 
 
Capt Landin, 
 
I can't help you with clearing the horse manure off of the FLS, however I 
am interested in how the horses and/or their manure affected your planned 
training. I see your planned training date has passed (08NOV). 
 
My name is MAJ Dennis Meyer and I run a Ft Polk Commanding General directed 
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Working Group examining ways to eliminate horses from Ft Polk training 
areas. Safety to personnel, safety to equipment, and preventing training 
interruptions is our goal.  
 
In regards to the horse (and horse manure) problem you mention below, can 
you tell me: 
 
- Did the horses interrupt your training, by delaying it, forcing it to 
move elsewhere, or canceling it altogether? 
- Was this due to a danger the horses the horses posed? 
- What was the end affect? 
- Was a danger to personnel or equipment identified? 
- Or, was the problem simply that no one wants to work around piles of 
horse manure? 
 
If you have already sent this info to Range Control or someone else, that's 
good, please just forward me on the email traffic. 
 
V/R! 
 
MAJ Meyer 
 
 
MAJ Dennis Meyer  
DPTMS Plans Chief 
Ft Polk, LA 
Comm 337-531-9437 

  
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Leslie, Mark S LTC USARMY 10 MTN DIV 4 BCT (US)  
Sent: Friday, November 06, 2015 4:21 PM 
To: Meyer, Dennis W MAJ USARMY USAG (US) 
Subject: FW: 16-02 AF move to Avelino/Peason (removing the horse droppings) 
 
 
LTC MARK S. LESLIE  
Chief of Training 
DPTMS, USAG 

 

 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Semerena, Ronald W CIV USARMY (US)  
Sent: Friday, November 06, 2015 4:13 PM 
To: Lavalley, Milton K Jr CIV USARMY USAG (US); Leslie, Mark S LTC USARMY 
10 MTN DIV 4 BCT (US) 
Subject: FW: 16-02 AF move to Avelino/Peason (removing the horse droppings) 
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Kimball, Willis E CIV CPMS (US); Rodriguez, Tito CIV (US); Tew, Daniel J 
CIV (US); Walker, Lawrence L CIV (US); Washington, Johnnie R CIV (US); 
Woods, Derek D CIV (US) 
Cc: Schuetz, Ariel M CPT USARMY FORSCOM (US); SMITH, STEVE A Lt Col USAF 
AMC 34 CTS/CC; WAGNER, JEREMY C Maj USAF AMC 34 CTS/DO; FEUCHT, JONATHAN E 
Maj USAF AMC 41 AS/MOS; Kraemer, Andrew J J (Andrew) Maj USAF 152 OG (US); 
DARRAGH, SEAN D CTR USAF AMC 34 CTS/MOP; TUITE, JAMES P Maj USAF AMC 19 
OG/MOP; SCHLAGHECK, NICHOLAS R Capt USAF AMC 41 AS/DOP; Jarrell, Bryant M 
Maj USAF (US); Boillat, Richard G CIV USARMY IMCOM (US); THOMPSON, MATTHEW 
A Capt USAF AMC 34 CTS/ADO; Semerena, Ronald W CIV USARMY (US) 
Subject: RE: 16-02 AF move to Avelino/Peason 
 
To add to what Cpt Vest stated if there are horses that have to be removed 
or ran off because they are impeding training that should be called in to 
Range Control. 
 
Cpt Vest, this should also be done for any of your training.  We need to 
build a file of their interference.  
 
Fire Desk Operators, when you get a call in reference to things like this 
be sure to enter an incident report into RFMSS and inform both Ron and I by 
an email.   
 
v/r 
 
Jim Warren 
Supervisory, Range Operations Officer  
JRTC and Fort Polk 

 
 

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Vest, Tyler F CPT USARMY JRTC OPSGRP (US)  
Sent: Thursday, November 05, 2015 9:19 PM 
To: Landin, Therese C (Terry) Capt USAF (US); Warren, James R Jr CIV USARMY 
IMCOM CENTRAL (US); Waldrop, Wesley B III CIV (US); MORROW, KEITH E GS-09 
USA JRTC HQ Ft Polk 
Cc: Schuetz, Ariel M CPT USARMY FORSCOM (US); Smith, Steve A Lt Col USAF 
(US); Wagner, Jeremy C Maj USAF (US); Feucht, Jonathan E Maj USAF (US); 
Kraemer, Andrew J J (Andrew) Maj USAF 152 OG (US); Darragh, Sean D CTR USAF 
(US); Tuite, James P (Jim) Maj USAF 19 OG (US); Schlagheck, Nicholas R Capt 
USAF (US); Jarrell, Bryant M Maj USAF (US); Boillat, Richard G CIV USARMY 
IMCOM (US); Thompson, Matthew A Capt USAF AFRICOM CJTF-HOA CJ3-5-7 (US); 
Semerena, Ronald W CIV USARMY (US) 
Subject: RE: 16-02 AF move to Avelino/Peason 
 
There shouldn't be any shell casings. 
 
This will sound funny but there will be a lot of horse crap on the FLS. 
It’s their favorite spot.  You will seriously need to clear it off and 
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before you land and try to drive the horses off as well.  You can usually 
get them to go somewhere else by driving a GSA around and honking at them. 
 
V/R 
 
Tyler F. Vest 
CPT, IN 
Operations Officer (P03) 
Live Fire Division 
JRTC Operations Group 
O:  (337) 531-5848 
BB: (337) 718-9318 
C:  (256) 606-8688 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: LANDIN, THERESE C Capt USAF AMC 34 CTS/DS 
[mailto:therese.landin@us.af.mil]  
Sent: Thursday, November 05, 2015 5:29 PM 
To: Warren, James R Jr CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US); Waldrop, Wesley B III 
CIV (US); MORROW, KEITH E GS-09 USA JRTC HQ Ft Polk 
Cc: Schuetz, Ariel M CPT USARMY FORSCOM (US); Vest, Tyler F CPT USARMY JRTC 
OPSGRP (US); Smith, Steve A Lt Col USAF (US); Wagner, Jeremy C Maj USAF 
(US); Feucht, Jonathan E Maj USAF (US); Kraemer, Andrew J J (Andrew) Maj 
USAF 152 OG (US); Darragh, Sean D CTR USAF (US); Tuite, James P (Jim) Maj 
USAF 19 OG (US); Schlagheck, Nicholas R Capt USAF (US); Jarrell, Bryant M 
Maj USAF (US); Boillat, Richard G CIV USARMY IMCOM (US); Thompson, Matthew 
A Capt USAF AFRICOM CJTF-HOA CJ3-5-7 (US); Semerena, Ronald W CIV USARMY 
(US) 
Subject: RE: 16-02 AF move to Avelino/Peason 
 
Sir- 
 
Thank you for the assistance.  Our combat controllers are going to check 
the LZ within the next few days to see if there are casings on the runway 
and that recon will determine if this plan is feasible.  We copy the 
conditions outlined below and will comply on 8 November if the runway is 
clear.  We would coordinate for Crash/Fire/Rescue to move with us to Peason 
if we do change locations for that evening.  Thank you. 
 
Very respectfully, 
 
//SIGNED// 
Capt Therese (Terry) Landin 
Exercise Director 
34 CTS/MOP 
E-mail:  therese.landin@us.af.mil 
DSN:  731-6261 
Comm:  501-987-6261 
Little Rock AFB, AR 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Warren, James R Jr CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US) 

 
 

To: LANDIN, THERESE C Capt USAF AMC 34 CTS/DS; Waldrop, Wesley B III CIV 
(US); MORROW, KEITH E GS-09 USA JRTC HQ Ft Polk 
Cc: Schuetz, Ariel M CPT USARMY FORSCOM (US); Vest, Tyler F CPT USARMY JRTC 
OPSGRP (US); SMITH, STEVE A Lt Col USAF AMC 34 CTS/CC; WAGNER, JEREMY C Maj 
USAF AMC 34 CTS/DO; FEUCHT, JONATHAN E Maj USAF AMC 41 AS/MOS; Kraemer, 
Andrew J J (Andrew) Maj USAF 152 OG (US); DARRAGH, SEAN D CTR USAF AMC 34 
CTS/MOP; TUITE, JAMES P Maj USAF AMC 19 OG/MOP; SCHLAGHECK, NICHOLAS R Capt 
USAF AMC 41 AS/DOP; Jarrell, Bryant M Maj USAF (US); Boillat, Richard G CIV 
USARMY IMCOM (US); THOMPSON, MATTHEW A Capt USAF AMC 34 CTS/ADO; Semerena, 
Ronald W CIV USARMY (US) 
Subject: RE: 16-02 AF move to Avelino/Peason 
 
Capt Landin, I believe all the star are line up and you can execute the 
mission on 8 Nov 15 with the following instructions: 
 
1.  You cannot execute until Live Fire Division completes their Bn LFX with 
the RTU and Peason is in a Cold Status, you must verify with the Live Fire 
TOC 
 
2. Your responsibility to ensure the FLS is clear. 
 
3.  All safety items must be on hand at Peason 
 
4. Upon completion of the mission inform the live fire TOC of completion 
and your departure from the area. 
 
If you have question let me know. 
 
v/r 
 
Jim Warren 
Supervisory, Range Operations Officer  

 
  

 
 

 
-----Original Message----- 
From: LANDIN, THERESE C Capt USAF AMC 34 CTS/DS 

 
Sent: Thursday, November 05, 2015 12:17 PM 
To: Warren, James R Jr CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US); Waldrop, Wesley B III 
CIV (US); MORROW, KEITH E GS-09 USA JRTC HQ Ft Polk 
Cc: Schuetz, Ariel M CPT USARMY FORSCOM (US); Vest, Tyler F CPT USARMY JRTC 
OPSGRP (US); Smith, Steve A Lt Col USAF (US); Wagner, Jeremy C Maj USAF 
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-----Original Message----- 

USAF AMC 34 CTS/DS 
 

 5:22 PM 
To: Waldrop, Wesley B III CIV (US); Warren, James R Jr CIV USARMY IMCOM 
CENTRAL (US) 
Cc: Schuetz, Ariel M CPT USARMY FORSCOM (US); Vest, Tyler F CPT USARMY JRTC 
OPSGRP (US); Smith, Steve A Lt Col USAF (US); Wagner, Jeremy C Maj USAF 
(US); Feucht, Jonathan E Maj USAF (US); Kraemer, Andrew J J (Andrew) Maj 
USAF 152 OG (US); Darragh, Sean D CTR USAF (US); Tuite, James P (Jim) Maj 
USAF 19 OG (US); Schlagheck, Nicholas R Capt USAF (US); Jarrell, Bryant M 
Maj USAF (US); Thompson, Matthew A Capt USAF AFRICOM CJTF-HOA CJ3-5-7 (US) 
Subject: 16-02 AF move to Avelino/Peason 
 
Gentlemen- 
 
Good afternoon! I have talked with Captains Ariel Schuetz and Tyler Vest 
about the Air Force's airlift assets (C-17s and C-130s) visiting Peason LZ 
in Avelino airspace during the last night of flying to test out both the 
airfield and check out the airspace around the landing strip.  Capt Schuetz 
verified that Army Aviation would not necessarily have issues with us 
flying at a different LZ on 8 Nov (D+6).  Capt Vest also verified that Live 
Fires would not have any issue with this plan as long as the landings 
happened after 1800L because live fires are scheduled to end at 1600L.  I 
am standing by to call Mr. Rick with Range Control at DSN 863-5337 tomorrow 
morning to schedule this airspace if we get your blessings to visit the 
landing zone.  For this rotation, we are only hoping to fly to Peason 
during night hours (1800-0600) on 8 Nov (D+6) to investigate the airspace. 
These flights will (hopefully) have minimal impact to JRTC and the RTU but 
allow us to practice in the area and better equip us for the upcoming 
discussion about this LZ (and its future ROZ) after 16-02 is concluded. 
Specifically, our Combat Controllers are trying to get a better feel for 
what they want/need to specify in the upcoming airspace discussion about 
this area.  We get to look at aircraft downwinds, turn radii, comm issues, 
holding patterns, etc without bothering anyone else.  Thank you for your 
help and please feel free to call me with any comments or questions. 
During rotation, I am working in the AF AMD (JOC) and can be reached at DSN 
863-9535 or 863-9538.   
 
Very respectfully, 
 
//SIGNED// 
Capt Therese (Terry) Landin 
Exercise Director 
34 CTS/MOP 
E-mail:  therese.landin@us.af.mil 
DSN:  731-6261 
Comm:  501-987-6261 
Little Rock AFB, AR 
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SUMMARY of CHANGE 
DA PAM 385–30 
Risk Management 
 
This major revision, dated 2 December 2014-- 
 
o Clarifies the applicability of this pamphlet (para 1-5). 
 
o Introduces DD Form 2977 (Deliberate Risk Assessment Worksheet) and rescinds 

DA Form 7566 (Composite Risk Management Worksheet) (now obsolete) (para 1-
8). 

 
o Updates and clarifies the requirements and terminology for deviations from 

Army safety standards (paras 1-8e, 4-5, and 4-6). 
 
o Updates table on severity and risk acceptance authority (table 3-2). 
 
o Clarifies the documentation requirements for risk acceptance (paras 4-5 and 

4-6). 
 
o Provides updated instructions for DA Form 7632 (Deviation Approval and 

Risk Acceptance Document (DARAD)) (para 4-6 and app C). 
 
o Provides appendices containing guidance on the integration of risk management 

into the areas of Army learning and policy systems, sexual harassment and 
assault prevention, private motor vehicle accident prevention, and suicide 
prevention (apps D and E). 

 
o Updates definitions in accordance with Army Techniques Publication 5-

19 (glossary). 
 
o Incorporates doctrinal changes in Army Techniques Publication 5-

19 (throughout). 
 
o Makes administrative changes (throughout). 
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Headquarters 
Department of the Army 
Washington, DC 
2 December 2014 

*Department of the Army 
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History. This publication is a major 
revision. 
Summary. This pamphlet provides infor- 
mation needed to carry out policies and 
procedures prescribed by AR 385–10. It is 
designed to assist users in implementing 
and integrating risk management into all 
phases  of  the  Army  operations. 

Applicability. This pamphlet applies to 
the Active Army, the Army National 
Guard/Army National Guard of the United 
States, and the U.S. Army Reserve, unless 
otherwise  stated. 
Proponent and exception authority. 
The proponent of this pamphlet is the Di- 
rector of the Army Staff. The proponent 
has the authority to approve exceptions or 
waivers to this pamphlet that are consis- 
tent with controlling law and regulations. 
The proponent may delegate this approval 
authority, in writing, to a division chief 
within the proponent agency or its direct 
reporting unit or field operating agency, in 
the grade of colonel or the civilian equiv- 
alent. Activities may request a waiver to 
this pamphlet by providing justification that 
includes a full analysis of the ex- pected 
benefits and must include a formal review 
by the activity’s senior legal offi- cer. All 
waiver requests will be endorsed by the 
commander or senior leader of the 
requesting activity and forwarded through 
their  higher  headquarters  to  the  policy 

proponent. Refer to AR 25–30 for specific 
guidance. 

Suggested improvements. Users are 
invited to send comments and suggested 
improvements on DA Form 2028 (Recom- 
mended Changes to Publications and 
Blank Forms) directly to Army Safety Of- 
fice (DACS–SF), Building 1456, 9351 Hall 
Road, Fort Belvoir, VA 22060–5527. 

Distribution. This publication is availa- 
ble in electronic media only and is in- tended 
for command levels C, D, and E for the 
Active Army, the Army National 
Guard/Army National Guard of the United 
States,  and  the  U.S.  Army  Reserve. 
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Chapter 1 
Risk Management 

1–1. Purpose 
This pamphlet establishes a framework for making risk management a routine and required part of planning, preparing, 
and executing missions and everyday tasks in accordance with Department of Defense Instruction (DODI) 6055.1 and 
Army Regulation (AR) 385–10. This framework allows Army leaders to operate with maximum initiative, flexibility, 
and adaptability. Army operations, whether they involve military situations including tough, realistic training, combat 
operations, contingency basing, or the industrial base supporting research, development, testing, and production, are 
demanding and complex. They are all inherently dangerous and each has the potential to jeopardize Soldiers and Army 
civilians, resulting in the needless loss of limited resources. Managing risks related to such operations requires educated 
judgment, situational knowledge, demonstrated experience, and professional competence. The risk management process 
enables Army leaders to make informed, conscious decisions to accept risk involving safety and occupational health 
and other risk factors. For detailed techniques on implementation of risk management in the operational environment, 
see Army Techniques Publication (ATP) 5–19. ATP 5–19 provides doctrinal guidance on managing risk within the 
conduct of operations. This pamphlet and ATP 5–19 are designed to be complimentary, and in tandem, they provide 
guidance  on  the  implementation  of  risk  management  throughout  the  Army. 
 
1–2. References 
Required  and  related  publications  and  prescribed  and  referenced  forms  are  listed  in  appendix  A. 
 
1–3. Explanation of abbreviations and terms 
Abbreviations  and  special  terms  used  in  this  pamphlet  are  explained  in  the  glossary. 
 
1–4. Introduction 

a. Unidentified and unmanaged hazards and their associated risks impede successful Army missions, undermine 
readiness, decrease morale, and deplete resources. The holistic approach of risk management provides commanders a 
tool to recognize, evaluate, eliminate, and control the diverse threats and risks to mission execution. The underlying 
philosophy  of  risk  management  is  that  a  loss  is  a  loss.  The  loss  can  be  any  one  of  the  following: 

(1) Tactical  (threat-based)  loss. 
(2) Accidental  (hazard-based)  loss. 
(3) Loss due to terrorism, suicide, homicide, illness, or substance abuse. 
b. Any event that threatens combat readiness and the ability to project power can and should be considered a risk 

factor. 
c. Army leadership and management at every level need to exercise risk management. As shown in figure 1–1, due 

to the holistic nature of risk management, the process requires multidisciplinary participation using a range of diverse 
tools to provide the commander with the knowledge to make informed risk decisions about all the identified hazards 
and their risk. Losses caused by accidents are a major threat to combat readiness. Practitioners use risk management to 
identify, evaluate, and manage risks to missions, personnel, equipment, facilities, and the environment during peace- 
time,  contingency  operations,  and  wartime  due  to  safety  and  occupational  health  and  other  risk  factors. 

d. Risk management provides consistent and systematic identification and communication of risks, consequences, 
and  potential  actions  to  mitigate  those  risks  to  the  appropriate  commander  for  an  acceptance  decision. 

e. Safety standards and policy cannot cover every Army mission and operation. Use of risk management allows 
commanders  the  operational  flexibility  required  to  make  informed  decisions. 

f. A properly documented risk assessment serves as evidence that command decisionmaking was based on sound 
judgment and reasonable principles and aids in defense of negligence claims against the Army by practicing due 
diligence. 
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Legend for Figure 1–1; 
SA — situational awareness 
PPE — personal protective equipment 
OPTEMPO — operating tempo 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1–1. Holistic approach of risk management 

 
 

 
1–5. Applicability 
In accordance with AR 385–10, Army leaders will integrate risk management into all aspects of military missions and 
operations, industrial planning, research and development, systems, equipment, procurement, testing, construction, and 
processes to increase efficiency and effectiveness by eliminating or controlling adverse and risky conditions that will 
degrade their execution and value to the Army. Risk management will be applied to Soldiers, Army civilians, and the 
total life cycle of missions, systems, operations, equipment, and facilities, from conception to completion or disposal. 

a. The basic concepts of risk management apply to all Army operations and functional areas. However, the 
methodology for evaluating and executing the military decisionmaking process and troop leading procedures has been 
established under ATP 5–19. Tools and techniques found in this pamphlet are available to support ATP 5–19 analyses 
and decisionmaking. Guidance for the application of risk management to Army learning systems, leadership, sexual 
harassment and/or assault prevention, suicide prevention, and private motor vehicle (PMV) accident prevention is provided  
in  appendices  E  and  F  of  this  pamphlet. 

b. The Army Acquisition Community risk assessment and acceptance processes are contained in AR 70–1, Military 
Standard (MIL–STD)-882, and Department of the Army Pamphlet (DA Pam) 385–16. The  Army  has  established several 
weapon system related safety review boards, such as the Army Weapon System Safety Review Board (AWSSRB), the 
Army Fuze Safety Review Board, the Ignition System Safety Review Board, and the U.S. Army Aviation and 
Missile Command Software Safety Review Board, to assist acquisition program managers (PMs) in the evaluation  and  
management  of  the  risks  associated  with  their  systems. 

c. Deviations  from  range  standards  and  procedures  are  addressed  in  AR  385–63  and  DA  Pam  385–63. 
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d. Facility design and construction will apply the risk management principles contained in DA Pam 385–16. 
e. AR 95–1 governs flight operations. Commanders will integrate risk management into aviation mission planning 

and execution at every level. Commanders will establish a training and certification program to ensure standardization 
and understanding of the mission approval and risk management for all personnel. Commanders will develop local 
briefing checklists and risk assessment worksheets for use in assessing aircrew mission planning and risk. Guidance on 
risk management is contained in Technical Circular 3–04.11, Army Doctrine Publication (ADP) 5–0, ATP 5–19, and 
AR 385–10. 

f. When Army units, facilities, or operations are tenants on another Service’s or allied nation’s installation or are 
subordinate to another Service’s or allied nation’s lead during Joint operations, Army risk management must include 
Joint and/or multi-national risk management methodology considerations. Joint operations at non-enduring locations 
will use the process and procedures in Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Instruction (CJCSI) 4360.01 for deviations 
from  ammunition  and  explosives  (AE)  or  chemical  agent  safety  standards  (see  para  4–6). 

 
1–6. The principles of risk management 
The  four  principles  of  risk  management  are— 

a. Integrate  risk  management  into  all  phases  of  missions  and operations. 
b. Make risk decisions at the appropriate level. 
c. Accept  no  unnecessary  risk. 
d. Apply  risk  management  cyclically  and  continuously. 

 
1–7. Hazard versus risk 

a. Hazard is a condition with the potential to cause injury, illness, or death of personnel; damage to or loss of 
equipment or property; or mission degradation. Therefore, a hazard can have several possible negative outcomes or 
losses (for example, injury, death, damage, mission failure, mission degradation, increased resource(s) expenditures, 
and adverse public relations). 

b. Risk is determined after hazards are identified and analyzed and is presented as a combined expression of loss 
probability  and  severity. 

 
1–8. Risk management 

a. Risk management is the Army’s primary process for assisting organizations and individuals in making informed 
risk decisions in order to reduce or offset risk, thereby increasing effectiveness and the probability of mission success. 
It is a systematic, cyclical process of identifying and assessing hazards, then mitigating the associated risks. It is the 
responsibility of all commanders, staff, leaders, Soldiers, and Army civilians to integrate risk management into all 
planning  and  operations. 

b. The  process  consists  of  the  following  five  steps  (see  figure  1–2): 
(1) Identify  the  hazards. 
(2) Assess  the  hazards. 
(3) Develop controls and make risk decisions. 
(4) Implement  controls. 
(5) Supervise and evaluate. 
c. The risk assessment consists of the first two steps of the risk management process. In step 1, individuals identify 

the hazards that may be encountered in executing an activity. In step 2, they determine the impact of each hazard on 
the activity. The risk assessment provides for enhanced situational awareness. This awareness builds confidence and 
allows Soldiers, units, Army civilians, and organizations to implement timely, efficient, and effective protective control 
measures. 

d. Steps 3 through 5 are the essential follow-through actions to manage risk effectively. In these steps, leaders 
balance risk against costs and take appropriate actions to eliminate unnecessary risk and accept residual risk at the 
appropriate level. During execution, leaders continuously assess the risk to the overall mission and to those involved in 
the task. Finally, leaders and individuals evaluate the effectiveness of controls and provide lessons learned so that 
others may benefit from the experience. 

e. Risk assessments, with the exception of deviations from AE or chemical agent safety standards, will be docu- 
mented using DD Form 2977 (Deliberate Risk Assessment Worksheet). Instructions for DD Form 2977 can be found in 
appendix B. DA Form 7632 is mandatory for deviations from AE or chemical agent safety standards. Instructions for 
DA  Form  7632  can  be  found  in  appendix  C. 

 
1–9. Compliance and risk management 

a. Risk management provides commanders with the ability to balance risk levels with other desired outcomes in 
terms of impact to mission, cost, performance, and schedules. Risk management does not give the Army the authority 
to violate or deliberately disobey local, state, national, or host nation laws: commanders cannot use the process to 
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justify ignoring regulatory restrictions, such as occupational safety and health regulations, life safety, and fire protec- 
tion codes, physical security requirements, or to alter or bypass legislative intent. However, when restrictions imposed 
by other entities adversely affect the mission, planners may use risk management to develop alternate courses of action 
(COAs)  that  still  conform  to  legal  requirements  and  require  approval  at  the  appropriate  level  of  leadership. 

b. Risk  management  assists  the  commander  in  complying  with  regulatory  and  legal  requirements  by— 
(1) Identifying  applicable  legal  standards  that  affect  the  mission. 
(2) Identifying  alternate  COAs  or alternate standards that meet  the  intent  of  the  law. 
(3) Ensuring better use of limited resources by establishing priorities to correct known hazardous conditions that will 

result in the highest return on investment. 
(4) Documenting their deviations from non-statutory regulations using DD Form 2977 (and, as applicable, DA Form 

7632). 
 
 

 

 

 
Figure 1–2. Five-step cycle of risk management 
 

 



 
Fort Polk, Louisiana                                                                               C-13                                                          January 2016 
 

Chapter 2 
Step 1 – Identify the Hazards 

2–1. Introduction 
The first step in risk management is to identify the hazards associated with a task and/or subtask, operation, process, 
facility, or equipment. DD Form 2977 is an effective tool for systematically documenting the identification of hazards. 
 
2–2. Defining limits and tasks 

a. Before beginning hazard identification the limits of the assessment must be defined. For example, determine the 
scope of the tasks and/or subtasks, operations, processes, facilities, equipment, and so forth, of the mission or overall 
task to which risk management is being applied. The purpose of defining limits is not to ignore hazards, but rather to 
clearly define what is being analyzed. This allows the assessor to focus on those hazards associated with the event and 
not on other hazards that have no relationship to it. Those unassociated hazards should be addressed by another risk 
assessment. As an example, if the analysis were being conducted of a vehicle repair operation, then the limits of the 
analysis would be stated as the garage area or even as just bay 1 in the garage area. The assessor would only consider 
those hazards that might be present in bay 1 and would not look at identifying possible hazards on the driveway 
coming into the bay or on the street outside. 

b. Once the limits are defined, the tasks (and, as appropriate, facilities and equipment) will be listed. A task analysis 
will aid in identifying hazards and may also serve as a tool for developing standing operating procedures (SOPs). 

c. DD Form 2977 is formatted in a manner that is conducive to defining the limits and tasks of the assessment. 
 
2–3. Hazard identification methods and tools 
Hazards are most effectively described when the following three components are addressed: source, mechanism, and 
outcome. When identifying hazards, consideration should be given to these three elements to ensure the relationships 
between hazards and mishaps are recognized. There are numerous methods for identifying hazards ranging from visual 
inspections to test and engineering analysis and predictive scenarios. Hazard identification works best when performed 
as a team effort with input and expertise from impacted operators and/or workers, safety and occupational health 
professionals such as explosives safety specialists and health physicists, and others such as engineers and scientists. 

a. A visual inspection provides a rudimentary, but effective, means of identifying existing hazards and sources of 
potential  hazards. 

b. Accident reports can contain a wealth of information regarding hazards. Accident reports may  address  sub- systems 
or sub-elements of a task or the system or task in its entirety. When identifying hazards for a system (sub- system) 
or task (sub-elements) it is often advantageous to collect as much accident information as possible and then conduct  
trend  analyses  for  the  system  or  task  under  consideration. 

c. Hazard reports, hazard analyses, defect reports, engineering change proposals, and analogous reports  on  the system 
or activity under consideration and similar or related systems or activities are great sources of information. As with 
accident reports, when identifying hazards for a system or task it is often  advantageous  to  collect  as  much accident and 
hazard-related information as possible and then conduct trend analyses for the system or task under consideration. 

d. Technical publications (for example, guides, studies, consensus standards, and so forth) from professional societies, 
Government organizations, industry, or academia can provide valuable assistance to hazard identification. 

e. Engineering analysis of materials, systems, processes, and human interfaces can be used to identify potential 
hazard sources and failure modes. In addition, it may be advantageous to conduct destructive or non-destructive testing 
on systems and/or sub-systems to gather data that can aid in identifying and assessing failure modes and hazards. 

f. Operator’s manuals, safety data sheets, and hazard checklists and/or reference lists provide generic consolidated 
historical hazard information. Since these are generic (for example, they do not consider operator and facility and/or 
environmental specific factors) it is not suggested that they be used as the sole means of identifying system and/or 
activity hazards, but they are often beneficial for starting the hazard identification process. 

g. Predictive scenarios, especially when combined with the above-listed methods and tools, provide the most 
comprehensive, system- and/or situation-specific means of identifying hazards. Predictive scenarios can range from 
“brain-storming” hazard scenarios to system mock-up and activity simulation. A “crawl-walk-run” approach should be 
taken  including  hazard  assessment  along  the  way. 
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Chapter 3 
Step 2 – Assess the Hazards 

3–1. Assessing the hazards 
Step 2 involves evaluating each hazard and assigning a level of risk based on the estimated probability and severity. 
Risk always deals with uncertainty; it involves estimating future losses, for which neither the likelihood nor impact on 
mission, Soldiers, Army civilian personnel, the public, equipment, systems, or the environment is known with certainty. 
 
3–2. Definitions 

a. Risk. Risk is defined as the probability and severity of loss linked to hazards. It is simply the measure of the 
expected loss from a given hazard or group of hazards, usually estimated as the combination of the likelihood (probability)  
and  consequences  (severity)  of  the  loss. 

b. Probability. An approximation of the likelihood of a hazard scenario or mishap occurring. Probability is assessed 
as  frequent,  likely,  occasional,  seldom,  or  unlikely. 

c. Severity. An approximation of the amount of potential harm, damage, or injury associated with a given mishap. 
d. Residual risk. The risk associated with a hazard that remains after implementing all planned countermeasures or 

controls to eliminate, reduce, or control the impact of the hazard. The residual risk may be equal to the initial risk, 
especially  when  the  initial  risk  was  so  low  that  the  hazard  did  not  warrant  expenditure  of  funds  to  mitigate. 

 
3–3. Probability 
Probability is the basis of the likelihood of something happening. In risk management, probability refers to an 
approximation of the likelihood of a hazard scenario or mishap occurring. The likelihood of  an  event  can  range between 
0 and 1.0. Zero represents an event that cannot possibly occur. A probability of 1.0 indicates an event that always 
occurs. 

a. For a probability to be meaningful, an exposure interval must be associated with it. The exposure interval can be 
a unit of time; an activity, such as, miles driven, aircraft landings, operations, machine cycles, units produced; or the 
life  cycle  of  the  facility,  equipment,  or  process. 

(1) Normally, the life cycle for a building is 25 years; special purpose facilities may have a greater or shorter life 
cycle. 

(2) For equipment, the life cycle is considered 10 years except for electronic equipment, which can have a very 
short  life  cycle. 

b. Probabilities are estimations. The better the knowledge of the situation, the more factual and historical informa- 
tion used, and the greater the experience of the evaluator, the more accurate the estimation will be. Except in extremely 
technical  evaluation,  the  probabilities  should  be  considered  as  falling  within  a  range. 

c. In the real world, it is often very hard to determine objective or numerical probability values. The information 
necessary to derive these values is often missing, or more often than not, there is just not enough time to make the 
necessary studies. When the information and time are available, an effort should be made to use the numerical probability 
values. However, in the other situations it becomes necessary to make estimates based on available knowledge. To aid 
evaluators, probability ranges have been established using keywords and phrases to help estimate the likelihoods for 
the occurrence of a hazard scenario or mishap. Table 3–1 shows these probability ranges. 

 
 
 

 

Table 3–1. 
Risk management probability categories 
 

Probability Symbol Definition 
Frequent A Continuous, regular, or inevitable occurrences 
Likely B Several or numerous occurrences 
Occasional C Sporadic or intermittent occurrences 
Seldom D Infrequent occurrences 
Unlikely E Possible occurrences but improbable 
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3–4. Severity 
Severity approximates the amount of potential harm, damage, or injury associated with a given mishap occurring. It is 
the second of two risk components. 

a. Severity and probability are independent of each other. In other words, determining severity has no relationship to 
determining  the  probability. 

b. It is often hard to determine an objective amount or cost of a mishap outcome. Therefore, severity ranges have 
been established to aid in this process. They delineate a range of mishap outcomes similar to the probability ranges. 
They  are  shown  in  table  3–2. 

c. Once more, the recommended procedure is to start at the top and work down the table, selecting the range 
representing  the  maximum  credible  damage  or  loss. 

d. When selecting, the assessor must consider the impact on the mission, possible human loss, and equipment or 
system damage. For instance, an accident might not result in any injuries but a simple piece of equipment, worth only a 
few hundred dollars, is damaged. While this might be classified as marginal from standpoint of human and equipment 
loss,  its  loss  could  result  in  having  to  cancel  the  mission,  task,  and  job. 

 
 
 

 

Table 3–2. 
Risk management severity categories 
 

Severity Symbol Quantitative value 
— 

Injury or Illness1 
Quantitative value 
— Dollars1 

Definition 

Catastrophic I 1 or more death or perma- 
nent total disability 

Loss equal to $2 million or 
more 

Death, unacceptable loss or damage, 
mission failure, or unit readiness elimi- 
nated 

Critical II 1 or more permanent partial 
disability or hospitalization of 
at least 3 personnel 

Loss equal to or greater 
than $500 thousand but 
less than $2 million 

Severe injury, illness, loss, or damage; 
significantly degraded unit readiness or 
mission capability 

Moderate III 1 or more injury or illness 
resulting in lost time 

Loss equal to or greater 
than $50 thousand but 
less than $500 thousand 

Minor injury, illness, loss, or damage; 
degraded unit readiness or mission ca- 
pability 

Negligible IV 1 or more injuries or illnesses 
requiring first aid or medical 
treatment 

Loss less than $50 
thousand 

Minimal injury, loss, or damage; little or 
no impact to unit readiness or mission 
capability 

Notes: 
1 Quantitative values are based on definitions for Class A through D accidents. See AR 385–10. 
 

 

 
3–5. Matrices 
Table 3–3 is an expression of the Army’s standard risk matrix, as found on DD Form 2977 and within ATP 5–19. 
Table 3–3 shows conversion of probability and severity into both a specific risk level and corresponding risk assessment 
code. This assessment is an estimate, not an absolute. It may or may not be indicative of the relative danger of a given 
operation, activity, or event. The levels of risk are listed in table 3–4. 

a. Extremely high risk. Loss of ability to accomplish the mission or the mission produces extremely severe outcomes. 
This implies that the risk associated with this mission, activity, or event may have severe consequences beyond 
those associated with this specific operation or event. The decision to continue must be weighted carefully against  
the  potential  gain  to  be  achieved  by  continuing  this  COA. 

b. High risk. Significant degradation of mission capabilities in terms of the required mission standard, inability to 
accomplish all parts of the mission, high potential for serious injury to personnel, or inability to complete the mission 
to standard, if hazards occur during the mission. This implies that, if a hazardous event occurs, serious consequences 
will occur. The decision to continue must be weighted carefully against the potential gain to be achieved by continuing 
this  COA. 

c. Medium risk. The ability to complete the mission will be slightly degraded in the event this hazard occurs. If a 
hazardous event occurs, it will only slightly impact on the mission, result in only minor injury or loss, and not affect 
overall  readiness. 

d. Low risk. Expected losses have little or no impact on accomplishing the mission. Injury, damage, or illness will 
be  minor  and  have  no  long-term  impact  or  effect. 
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Table 3–3. 
Standardized Army risk matrix 
 

 Probability (expected frequency) 
 Frequent: 

Continuous, reg- 
ular, or inevitable 
occurrences 

Likely: Several 
or nu- 
merous occur- 
rences 

Occasional: Spo- 
radic or intermit- 
tent occurrences 

Seldom: infre- 
quent occur- 
rences 

Unlikely: Possible 
occurrences but im- 
probable 

Severity (expected 
consequence) 

 A B C D E 

Catastrophic: 
Death, unacceptable 
loss or damage, mis- 
sion failure, or unit 
readiness eliminated 

I EH EH H H M 

Critical: 
Severe injury, ill- 
ness, loss, or dam- 
age; significantly de- 
graded unit readi- 
ness or mission ca- 
pability 

II EH H H M L 

Moderate: 
Minor injury, illness, 
loss, or damage; de- 
graded unit readi- 
ness or mission ca- 
pability 

III H M M L L 

Negligible: 
Minimal injury, loss, 
or damage; little or 
no impact to unit 
readiness or mission 
capability 

IV M L L L L 

Legend for Table 3-3.: EH 
– extremely high risk H – 
high risk 
L – low risk 
M – medium risk 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Table 3–4. 
Risk matrix codes and descriptions 
 

Symbol Risk Assessment Code (RAC) Description 
EH 1 Extremely High 
H 2 High 
M 3 Medium 
L 4 Low 

 
3–6. Maximum credible risk 
Maximum credible risk is the risk associated with the hazard that is the most severe and the most credible. This is the 
most commonly used summation method. It is possible in a given analysis that several risks of the same magnitude 
would be identified. For instance, during analysis of a process, the assessor identified 2 extremely high, 7 high, 5 
medium, and 26 low risks. In this example, one of the two extremely high risks events would be the maximum credible 
risk.  To  decide  which,  the  following  should  be  considered: 

a. The  one  with  the  greatest  severity  would  be  used  as  maximum  credible  risk. 
b. If the severities are the same, then the one with the greatest probability should be used. If severity and probability 

are the same for both, additional hazard analysis techniques should be used to identify the maximum credible event - 
the  most  disastrous  maximum  credible  loss  identified  for  a  given  system  or  operation. 
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3–7. Other matrices. 
a. The risk matrix and associated probability and severity definitions prescribed in MIL–STD–882 differ from those 

defined in this pamphlet and are applicable to the Army Acquisition Community for use in the systems engineering 
process (see also para 1–5b). DODI 5000.02 defines the risk acceptance authorities for these applications.  These standards 
allow for the use of alternate, tailored probability and severity definitions and risk matrices when formally approved  
(see  AR  70–1  and  DA  Pam  385–16). 

b. Differing risk matrices and probability and severity definitions may be used by other Services and nations with 
which the Army routinely partners. Paragraph 1–5f provides guidance for reconciling these differences during Joint and 
multi-national  operations. 

 
 

Chapter 4 
Step 3 – Develop Controls and Make Risk Decisions 

4–1. Develop controls and make risk decisions 
Step 3 is made up of two sub-steps. 

a. Substep 1–Develop controls. After assessing each hazard, the assessor develops one or more controls that either 
eliminate the hazard or reduce the risk (probability or severity) of a hazardous incident. When developing controls, the 
assessor  considers  the  reason  for  the  hazard  (that  is,  the  root  cause),  not  just  the  hazard  itself. 

b. Substep 2–Make risk decisions. Risk decisionmaking involves determining whether the residual risk is justified. 
The decision maker decides whether controls are sufficient and acceptable and whether to accept the resulting residual 
risk. If the decision maker determines the residual risk level is too high, the decision maker can direct the development 
of additional controls or alternate controls, or the decision maker can modify, change, or reject the COA. 

 
4–2. Developing controls 

a. Chapter 3 (step 2) provides guidance for assessing hazards and analyzing their sources, mechanisms, and outcomes. 
Once these elements of the hazard are understood, various controls and countermeasures should be developed. In this 
step of risk management, the idea is to brainstorm as many  controls  and  countermeasures  as possible. 

b. Once a list of possible controls has been developed for each hazard, the next step is to evaluate them. The 
selection of the best control measures should be made based on the risk control hierarchy, effectiveness in mitigating 
the risk (that is, the resultant residual risk), cost, feasibility, and required level of support and/or supervision. Apply the 
following  hierarchy  to  risk  control  selection: 

(1) Elimination; 
(2) Substitution of less hazardous materials, processes, operations, or equipment; 
(3) Engineering controls; 
(4) Warnings; 
(5) Administrative  controls; 
(6) PPE. PPE will be used only after a hazard assessment meeting requirements of subpart 1910.132 of Title 29, 

Code  of  Federal  Regulations  has  been  completed  and: 
(a) Engineering  or  management  controls  are  not  feasible or do not sufficiently eliminate the hazard; or, 
(b) Development  or  installation  of  engineering  controls  are  pending;  or, 
(c) For short-term, non-routine operations, for which engineering controls are not practical or for emergencies (for 

example,  spills,  including  cleanup  operations),  malfunctions,  emergency  egress,  and  damage-control  activities. 
 
4–3. Residual level of risk 

a. After identifying effective controls, the risk assessor returns to the risk assessment matrix  to  determine  the residual 
level of risk for each hazard and the overall residual risk for the operation. The process of analyzing the hazards 
and proposing options to reduce or eliminate them should be repeated until the most effective controls have been 
identified. Even though some proposed controls do not significantly lower the risk level of a given hazard, they should 
be implemented if their benefits outweigh the costs of implementation. 

b. The appropriate level of command must approve the mission, making a final risk decision based on the residual 
level of risk. The overall residual level of risk combines the residual level of risk for all identified hazards. The 
residual level for each hazard may differ. The overall residual level will be equal to or higher than the highest residual 
level for each hazard. The responsible individual must consider the number and type of hazards present. In some cases, 
for example, a commander may determine that the overall residual level of risk is higher than any one hazard. The 
assessment could be based on a number of lower-risk hazards, if in combination they present  a  higher  risk.  For example, 
commanders may determine that a mission risk assessment should have medium risk level even when all hazards 
have a low residual level. Based on the complexity of required controls and the potential synergistic effect of 
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all  hazards,  a  commander  may  determine  the  level  of  risk  for  a  mission  is  high  when  the  residual  level  for  the 
individual  hazards  ranges  from  low  to  medium. 
 
4–4. Making risk decisions 
Once the potential countermeasures and controls have been developed, risk decisions need to be made. This involves 
deciding  which  countermeasures  to  use  and  accepting  residual  risks. 

a. The decision to select countermeasures and controls can often be made at the lowest echelons, by the immediate 
leader, designer, or process developer. However, when the hazard is not eliminated or controlled to tolerable limits, 
Army leadership needs to decide about the acceptability of the risk based upon mission requirements. Accepting risk is 
a serious matter; therefore, the appropriate level of Army leadership must weigh the increased danger to the mission, 
personnel, equipment, public, property, and environment against the operational requirement that necessitated accept- 
ance of a significant level of risk. As a decisionmaking tool, risk management is effective only when the information is 
passed  to  the  appropriate  level  of  command  for  decision. 

b. The appropriate risk acceptance authority is typically determined by three factors: the duration of the risk, the 
level of risk, and the ownership of the resources necessary to control, eliminate, or correct the hazard in an appropriate 
time frame. The exposure of unrelated personnel to risk and the resultant level of required coordination may also affect 
the required level of risk acceptance (for example, the exposure of host nation facilities to risk from an  Army operation). 

c. Army headquarters commanders are required to establish and publish approval authority for risk acceptance and 
decisionmaking  for  their  command  or  adopt,  in  writing,  table  4–1  of  this  pamphlet. 

d. The duration of the risk is the total length of time that the mission, personnel, equipment, property, or environment 
will be exposed to the hazard. When determining the required risk acceptance level in table 4–1, the duration of 
the risk will not be divided into shorter increments to lower the risk acceptance authority level. Considera- tion  must  
be  given  to  whether  the  mission  is  recurring  or nonrecurring. 

(1) Recurring missions. Recurring missions are operations that are cyclic in nature, are anticipated to occur again in 
the near future, and involve the same hazards, control measures, and risks during each occurrence, such as night- 
training flights, rifle-range training, and so forth. For recurring missions, the duration should be based on the anticipated 
total time period to accomplish all recurring missions; for example, if the mission will be conducted for 1 week  every  
month  for  3  years,  then  the  duration  used  would  be  3  years,  not  1  week  or  1  month. 

(2) Nonrecurring missions. Nonrecurring missions are missions that are not anticipated to occur again in the near 
future. Normally, these types of operations occur during contingencies, wartime conditions, or other unique situations. 

e. The level of authority accepting the potential consequences of a given hazard is determined by the level of 
residual risk associated with that hazard, mission, or event. The greater the risk and longer the duration the higher that 
decision must be elevated. In organizations led by Army civilian leaders, equivalent civilian grades may be substituted 
for  military  ranks;  see  table  4–2. 

f. Risk can only be accepted by the commander with the resources and/or authority necessary to control, eliminate, 
or correct the hazard in an appropriate timeframe. When unrelated personnel, facilities, or equipment are exposed to a 
hazard, the appropriate authority in the exposed organization will acknowledge the hazard and accept the risk to their 
personnel, facilities, or equipment. On Army installations the installation commander holds ultimate responsibility for 
all risk on the installation and must be made aware and acknowledge the risk prior to acceptance. Coordination will be 
made with all units that are exposed to this risk. The most common scenario is when the risk is due to the operations of 
one organization (for example, a tenant on an installation), but exposes other organizations’ personnel, facilities, or 
equipment to hazards. In this case, the other affected organizations (for example, the garrison commander and the 
installation commander) must be made aware and acknowledge the risk prior to risk acceptance by the organization 
creating the risk. Examples would include the risk associated with explosives arcs exposing another tenant’s assets, 
tenant unit arms room in an installation-owned facility, or the storage of hazardous material in an installation-owned 
facility. 

(1) When an Army organization exposes another Service’s or another nation’s personnel to a hazard the risk acceptance 
authority must communicate that risk to the exposed personnel’s chain of command at a level equivalent to the  risk  
acceptance  authority. 

(2) For all hazards that expose the public to high or extremely high risk, the risk acceptance authority will be the 
Army  headquarters  commanding  general. 
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Table 4–1. 
Risk acceptance authority for safety standards deviation 
 

 

Risk acceptance matrix2, 3, 4, 5 
 

 

Duration of risk 
 

 Event waiver Waiver Exemption 
Category of risk 1 month or less 1 month to 1 year 1 year to 5 years Permanent or greater than 5 years 
Extremely high risk General officer 

(GO) 
Army Headquarters 
Commanding General 
(CG) 

Army Headquarters 
CG 

Army Headquarters CG 

High risk Brigade command- 
ing officer (CO) or 
responsible O–6 

GO GO GO 

Medium risk Battalion CO1 or re- 
sponsible O–5 

Brigade CO1 or re- 
sponsible O–6 

GO1 GO1 

Low risk Company CO or re- 
sponsible O–3 

Battalion CO1 or re- 
sponsible O–5 

Brigade CO1 or re- 
sponsible O–6 

Brigade CO1 or responsible O–6 

Legend for Table 4-1.: 
In organizations led by Army civilian leaders, equivalent civilian grades may be substituted for military ranks (see table 4–2). 
The term “Army Headquarters CG” used in the table refers to Army commands (ACOMs), Army service component command (ASCCs) (including Joint 
Forces Land Component Commands (JFLCC) and GO level Joint Task Forces (JTFs)), direct reporting units (DRUs), and the Director, Army National 
Guard. 

Notes: 
1 May delegate in writing authority to accept at the next lower command level. 
2 For deviations involving violations of AE or chemical agent safety standards during Joint operations planning, training, and execution, refer to CJCSI 4360. 
01 and Service risk acceptance guidance. See also paragraph 4–6i. 
3 H risk (beyond 1 month) or EH risk will always be accepted by a GO or flag officer. 
4 For hazards discovered in fielded acquisition programs, risk will be accepted per DA Pam 385–16. 
5 Deviations from range standards and procedures are addressed in AR 385–63. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Table 4–2. 
Military–Army civilian equivalent grades 
 

Military rank O–7 though O–10 O–6 O–5 O–4 O–3 
Army civilian 
grade 

Senior executive 
service (SES)–1 
through SES–6 

General schedule 
(GS)–15 or equivalent 

GS–13 and GS–14 or 
equivalent 

GS–12 or equiv- 
alent 

GS–10 and GS–11 or 
equivalent 

 
4–5. Deviation documentation and risk acceptance 

a. When intentionally deviating from written safety standards, documentation will include specifics regarding the 
initial and residual levels of risk associated with the deviation, the policy and/or standard (that is, the publication and 
paragraph numbers) from which the operation will deviate, the control measures selected, and the required level of risk 
acceptance per table 4–1. Safety offices need to track and review all approved deviations for  trends.  Deviations (waivers, 
exemptions, and secretarial certifications) involving AE or chemical agents must be documented using DA Form 
7632. DA Form 7632 may also be used to document safety deviations other than those involving AE and chemical 
agents. 

b. Addressing a general risk, that is, a situation involving management of a risk that does not involve a standard, is 
referred to as risk acceptance. Risk acceptance documentation must include specifics regarding the initial and residual 
levels of risk, the control measures selected, and the required level of risk acceptance per table 4–1. Safety offices track 
and  review  all  approved  risk  acceptances  for  trends. 

 
4–6. Use of DA Form 7632 for documenting deviations and risk acceptance involving ammunition and 
explosives or chemical agents 

a. Appendix C contains instructions for completing DA Form 7632. The following support documentation must 
accompany the DA Form 7632 for AE or chemical agent deviations: map or diagrams which depict the hazard area 
including quantity distance (QD) arcs and/or downwind hazard areas, preferably unclassified, clearly identifying locations 
and/or facilities of concern; timeline, listing milestones, to eliminate the need for deviation; and other supporting 
documents as necessary. The DA Form 7632 may cover multiple risks, if supported by accompanying documentation 
describing each hazard and associated risk covered. 
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b. An event waiver is a written authority that permits a temporary exception for  strategic  or  other  compelling reasons 
when conditions or circumstances causing the waiver arise unexpectedly and there is not enough time to comply 
with formal waiver submission and documentation procedures. Event waivers are for one-time emergency situations, 
not to exceed 1 month. Event waivers are not applicable to recurring missions as defined in paragraph 4–4d(1). 
The responsible commander must approve the event waiver in writing prior to onset of operations. Copies of event 
waivers involving AE or chemical agent must be provided to the organization’s ACOM, ASCC, and/or DRU safety 
office and to the U.S. Army Technical Center for Explosives Safety (USATCES) for  data  collection  and analysis. Event 
waivers involving AE or chemical agent may be documented using a memorandum or other command- specific  format,  
and  will  include  the  following  information: 

(1) Type  and  net  explosive  weight  (NEW)  QD  of  munitions  involved. 
(2) Type of exposed site (ES). If people are present, give an estimate of the number of civilians and military. 
(3) Strategic  or  other  compelling  reasons  for  approving  the  exception. 
(4) Distance  required  versus  distance  available  and  QD  standard  not  met. 
(5) Narrative explanation outlining the reason or reasons why the explosive standards could not be met and a discussion 

of reasonable alternatives considered and rejected. 
(6) Expected  duration  of  event  waiver. 
(7) Point  of  contact  (POC)  name,  grade,  phone,  and  email. 
c. A waiver is a written authority that permits temporary deviation from Army safety standards for strategic or 

compelling operational requirements. Waivers are granted for a period not to exceed 5 years pending termination of the 
waiver or correction of the waived conditions. Exceptional situations may require a waiver to be reissued to allow 
either completion of the operation requiring the waiver or time for completion of the corrective action. In such cases, 
the next higher approval authority will reissue the waiver. Copies of waivers and reviews involving AE or chemical 
agent must be provided to the organization’s ACOM, ASCC, and/or DRU safety office, and USATCES for  data collection 
and analysis. Copies of waivers for other safety standards may be provided to the organization’s ACOM, ASCC, and 
DRU safety office for data collection and analysis. AE deviation waivers are reviewed annually - and non- AE and 
chemical deviation waivers at intervals not to exceed 2 years - to ensure risk assessments are current, to ensure that  all  
exposures,  risks,  and mitigating actions are identified, and to validate the need for continuance. 

d. An exemption is a written authority that permits long-term noncompliance with Army safety standards  for strategic 
or compelling operational requirements. Exemptions may be granted by law, Congressional action, or in accordance 
with table 4–1. Exemptions are granted for periods over 5 years, to include permanent situations. Copies of exemptions 
and reviews involving AE or chemical agent must be provided to the organization’s ACOM, ASCC, and/or DRU safety 
office, and USATCES for data collection and analysis. Copies of exemptions for other safety standards may be 
provided to the organization’s ACOM, ASCC, and DRU safety office for data collection and analysis. AE exemptions 
are reviewed at intervals not to exceed 5 years to ensure risk assessments are current, to ensure that all exposures, 
risks, and mitigating actions are identified, and to validate the need for continuance. This review includes Secretarial  
Certificates,  if  applicable. 

e. A Secretarial Certification is required for all new construction involving AE and chemical agent safety regulatory 
deviations. A certificate is written authority, granted by the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Installations, Energy 
and Environment (ASA (IE&E)) to build or perform a major modification on a facility or structure in violation of the 
provisions of AR 385–10 dealing with AE or chemical agents, DA Pam 385–61, or DA Pam 385–64. Secretarial 
Certifications only require one-time approval for construction and/or modification of the facility or structure: they do 
not require revalidation or renewal unless there is new construction and/or modification not previously approved. However, 
upon completion of construction and initiation of AE or chemical agent operations, an exemption must be developed 
for these operations. Such exemptions are executed and reviewed in accordance with requirements in paragraph  4–6d. 

(1) Secretarial Certifications must be approved by the ASA (IE&E) prior to expenditure of funds for the  project. 
(2) A package needs to be completed and submitted through the chain of command of the organization having 

responsibility and authority over the structure to be constructed and/or modified. The submission package includes the 
following information: 

(a) Memorandum requesting Secretarial Certification, detailing the operational necessity or compelling reason that 
requires the Secretarial Certification and what alternative solutions were considered, with endorsement up the chain of 
command. 

(b) The  estimated  cost  and  project  number  (if  assigned). 
(c) The required contents of AE or chemical safety site plans per DA Pam 385–61, DA Pam 385–64, and DA Pam 

385–65. 
(d) The DA Form 7632 detailing the risk associated with the deviation and acceptance by the appropriate level of 

command  for  use  of  the  facility  and/or  structure  per  table  4–1. 
(3) Requests for Secretarial Certifications are routed through the command channels most responsible for the operation 

or facility. The commander at each level must approve the request, accepting the risk generated by the deviation, 
before forwarding to the next review level. ACOM, ASCC (JFLCC/GO level JTF), and DRU commanders, 
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and the Director, Army National Guard are required to certify that such projects are essential due to operational 
necessity  or  other  compelling  reasons  and  must  explicitly  accept  the  risk  generated  by  the  deviation. 

(4) Requests for Secretarial Certifications for construction and/or modification of an Army facility and/or structure 
on other Services’ installations will be submitted through Army and the other Service’s chain of command. The ASA 
(IE&E)  coordinates  the  approved  submission  package  with  the  appropriate  official  for  the  other  Service. 

(5) Requests for Secretarial Certifications involving off-installation exposures in foreign nations must be coordinated 
with the host nations in accordance with applicable international treaties and status of forces agreements prior to 
submission to the ASA (IE&E). 

f. All  DA  Form  7632s  must  be  coordinated  and  deconflicted with the installation master plan holder. 
g. DA Form 7632s must be kept accurate and kept current. When the organization’s leadership transitions, the 

incoming  leadership  must  be  informed  of  and  renew  the  risk  acceptance. 
h. A DA Form 7632 or System Safety Risk Assessment should be used for chartered system development programs 

unless another similar document has been identified in accordance with MIL–STD–882, DA Pam 385–16, or the 
approved System Safety Management Plan. For Joint weapon systems, the AWSSRB will review and concur with all 
system  safety  risk  assessments  or  equivalent  documents  per  DA  Pam  385–16. 

i. Required process and procedures for deviations from AE or chemical agent safety standards that occur during 
Joint operations at non-enduring locations are contained in CJCSI 4360.01 (this instruction does not apply to overseas 
enduring  or  Department  of  Defense  (DOD)  installations  within  the  United  States  and  U.S.  Territories). 

(1) CJCSI 4360.01 outlines the consequence and risk identification assessment process for identifying and managing 
hazards  and  risks  associated  with  these  deviations.  Army-led  operations  determine  risk  levels  per  chapter  3. 

(2) CJCSI 4360.01 contains requirements for the acceptance of risk associated with waivers and exemptions by 
geographic  combatant  commanders  and  their  subordinates,  when  delegated. 

(3) CJCSI 4360.01 also outlines the process for gaining military Service Secretary approval (for example, Secretarial 
Certification)  for  military  construction  that  cannot  meet  AE  and/or  chemical  agent  safety  requirements. 

 
 

Chapter 5 
Step 4 – Implement Controls 

5–1. Implementing controls 
Once the commander or supervisor has identified the hazards and selected controls, the controls must be effectively 
implemented and documented. This involves putting selected control measures in place and undertaking those activities 
necessary to allow the measures to be effective. DD Form 2977 should be used to document controls and measure the 
effectiveness of countermeasures. Army commanders and staff must ensure controls are integrated, communicated, and 
understood  at  all  levels. 
 
5–2. Implementation steps 
The most important aspect of implementing controls is clearly communicating how the controls will be put into effect, 
who will implement them, how they will fit into the overall operation, and how the commander expects them to be 
enforced. 

a. Examples of ways in which controls can be implemented are— 
(1) SOPs  and  written  and  verbal  orders. 
(2) Job  requirements,  job  descriptions,  job  hazard  analysis,  and physical requirements. 
(3) Demonstrations,  rehearsals,  and  emergency  drills. 
(4) During  mission,  task  or  job-safety  briefings,  safety  committee  meetings,  and  back-briefs. 
(5) Conducting  rehearsals,  walking  through  processes,  drills,  and  so  forth. 
(6) Training  on  the  hazards  and  controls. 
b. Integrating new control measures in work procedures is essential. Management, supervision, and worker responsi- 

bilities may need to be clearly defined in the work procedures (see DA Pam 385–10 for additional information on 
SOPs). 

c. The workers and others must be informed about the control measures to be implemented and the reasons for the 
changes. This is accomplished by providing training and instruction on the new control measures and the hazards they 
are  protecting  against.  This  training  and  instruction  must,  at  a  minimum,  be  provided  to— 

(1) All  new  employees. 
(2) All  employees  given  new  job  assignments  for  which  training  has  not  been  previously  received. 
(3) All employees when the new control is first established. 
(4) All employees when new substances, processes, procedures, or equipment are introduced to the workplace and 

present a new hazard. 
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(5) All employees when a new or previously unrecognized hazard is identified and controls implemented. 
d. First-line supervisors are critical to implementing the controls. All supervisors have to be trained and understand 

the safety and health hazards to which employees under their immediate direction and control may be exposed. 
e. It is also important to coordinate with adjacent units and organizations to ensure they understand the hazards 

identified and the controls to be implemented, especially if they will encounter the same hazards or play a role in 
implementing the controls. 

 
 

Chapter 6 
Step 5 – Supervise and Evaluate 

6–1. Supervision and evaluation 
Step 5 of risk management ensures that risk controls are implemented and enforced to standard. It provides the means 
of validating the adequacy of the selected control measures in supporting objectives and desired outcomes. Like other 
steps in risk management, supervision and evaluation must occur throughout all phases of any operation or activity. 
 
6–2. Supervision 

a. Supervision ensures subordinates understand how, when, and where controls are implemented and ensures that 
controls are implemented, monitored, and remain in place. Supervision is paramount to ensuring that complacency, 
deviations from policies and/or standards, and circumventions of control measures are not allowed to threaten success. 
Supervision also provides Army leaders with the awareness necessary to anticipate, identify, and  assess  any  new hazards  
and  to  develop  or  modify  controls  as  circumstances  unfold. 

b. Controls established and implemented for a prolonged period are especially “at risk” to be ignored due to 
overconfidence  or  complacency.  Supervisors  should— 

(1) Focus on process. Supervisors must hold employees accountable for accomplishing process activities  that prevent 
injuries. Supervisors must reinforce their employees’ efforts and contributions towards preventing injuries. 

(2) Educate. Supervisors explain the principles and rationale for the controls and demonstrate how the controls 
work. 

(3) Promote ownership. Allow employees to participate in the implementation of controls and procedures and take 
control. 

(4) Set expectations. Supervisors can facilitate a shift from other-directed to self-directed motivation by initiating a 
process or action with stated  expectations. 

(5) Support and reward. Support employees following safety procedures and reward them for their efforts. 
(6) Model appropriate safety-related behavior. Supervisors must model the behavior they expect of their employees. 

For instance, a supervisor should always wear the appropriate PPE for any area the supervisor is visiting. If hearing 
protection is required, then the supervisor should be using hearing protection, too. 

(7) Conduct spot checks and unannounced visits. Supervisors should conduct periodic spot checks and unannounced 
visits to the various work areas under their direction. During the visits, the supervisor should be observing adherence to 
safety  requirements  for  that  area  and  checking  to  assure  that  controls  are  still  in  place. 

(8) Report-in periodically. Supervisors should periodically report to their supervisors on the status of the controls 
and  how  effective  they  are. 

c. Violations  of  safety  standards  are  required  to  be  reported  and  recorded  as  prescribed  in  DA  Pam  385–10. 
 
6–3. Evaluation 
Risk management practitioners conduct evaluation during all phases and activities of operations, including after action 
reports and other assessments. DD Form 2977 provides space for capturing such information and should be maintained 
with the after action report for record and reference. Evaluation supports several goals, including but not limited to— 

a. Determining  if  risk  levels  changed  during  operations. 
b. Adapting  to  changes  in  the  situation. 
c. Monitoring  effectiveness  of  controls. 
d. Making corrections to control implementation. 
e. Improving the application of risk management principles in current and future operations. 

 
6–4. Feedback 
An evaluation by itself is not enough; a feedback system - continuous process improvement - must be established to 
ensure that the corrective or preventive action taken was effective and that any newly discovered hazards identified 
during the mission and/or activity are analyzed and corrective action taken. Feedback informs all involved as to how 
the implementation process is working, and whether or not the controls were effective. Feedback can be in the form of 
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briefings, lessons learned, cross-tell reports, benchmarking, or database reports. Without this feedback loop, we lack the 
benefit of knowing if the previous forecasts were accurate, contained minor errors, or were completely  incorrect. 
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Unless otherwise indicated, DA forms are available on the Army Publishing Directorate (APD) Web site (http://www. 
apd.army.mil). 
 
DA Form 7632 
Deviation Approval and Risk Acceptance Document (DARAD) (Prescribed in para 1–8e.) 
 
Section IV Referenced 
Forms 
Unless otherwise indicated, DA forms are available on the APD Web site (http://www.apd.army.mil); DD forms are 
available on the Office of the Secretary of Defense Web site (http://www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/infomgt/forms/ 
formsprogram.htm). 
 
DA Form 2028 
Recommended  Changes  to  Publications  and  Blank  Forms 
 
DD Form 2977 
Deliberate Risk Assessment Worksheet 
 
 

Appendix B 
DD Form 2977 Instructions 

B–1. DD Form 2977 
DD Form 2977 is the Army’s standard form for documenting risk assessment and approval and provides a tool for 
units to logically apply the five steps of risk management. It is available in both hard copy and electronic form and 
may be filled out electronically or free-hand. DD Form 2977 is designed to be used as a living document as changes 
occur,  or  new  information  is  gleaned,  during  the  mission  and/or  task  being  assessed. 
 
B–2. Instructions for completing DD Form 2977 

a. Page 1 provides areas for identifying the event or operation, preparer information, an area to capture information 
used in the five-step process, identification of the overall residual risk level, and approval authority information. Block 

http://www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/.)
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/.)
http://www/
http://www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/infomgt/forms/
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1 (Mission/Task Description) should include the date(s) of the mission, block 2 (Date) is to be completed with the date 
the DD Form 2977 was prepared. 

b. Page 2 provides a standard risk assessment matrix, an area for review (used for on-going operations), an area to 
capture  feedback  and  lessons  learned,  and  an  area  for  additional  comments  or  remarks. 

c. Page  3 provides basic instructions for completing each block of the form. 
 
 

Appendix C 
DA Form 7632 Instructions 

C–1. DA Form 7632 
a. DA Form 7632 is a four-page automated form for documenting risk management and acceptance. Use of this 

form  is mandatory for deviations from AE or chemical agent safety standards. 
b. Page 1 of the form contains information necessary for the approval authority to decide whether to approve the 

deviation and accept the associated risk, including location information, violation information, and documentation of 
deviation approval and risk acceptance. Page 2 is a worksheet used to document the risk assessment and should be 
completed  before  page  1. 

c. When used for deviations involving AE or chemical agent, the Ammunition and Explosives Worksheet, found on 
pages 3 and 4 of the DA Form 7632, must be completed. This worksheet provides for documentation of information on 
the potential explosion site (PES), ESs, and potential consequences from AE or chemical agent incident and should be 
completed  before  page  1. 

 
C–2. Completing the DA Form 7632 

a. Site information. This section on page 1 identifies the site the DA Form 7632 covers. Dropdown menus are 
provided  to  help  with  standardization. 

(1) Block  1a  -  Country.  Enter  the  country  where  the  site  is  located.  The  default  is  set  to  United  States. 
(2) Block 1b - State. Enter the state where the site is located or select not applicable for sites outside the United 

States  and  its  territories. 
(3) Block  2  -  Service.  Select  the  Service  responsible  for  submitting  the  deviation. 
(4) Block 3a - Installation Type. Enter the type of installation on which the site is located (for example, Fort, Base, 

Forward Operating Base). Select “other” for sites not on an installation. 
(5) Block 3b - Installation Name. Enter the name of the installation, if applicable. For example, enter “Hood” if Fort 

Hood is the installation. There is no need to put “Fort Hood” in this block when “Fort” was entered in block 3a. 
(6) Block 3c - Type of Site. Enter the type of the site on which the deviation occurs. This block should convey the 

nature of the operation involved (for example, hospital, dining facility, ammunition holding area, ammunition turn-in, 
driver  training,  and  so  forth). 

b. Deviation information. This section on page 1 provides all the violation information at a glance and allows the 
approval authority to see all the critical information on one page. A portion of the blocks on page 1 will auto populate 
from page 2. 

(1) Block 4 - Deviation number. This is the originator’s unit identification code (UIC), the type of deviation (see 
block 7), followed by the 4–digit year, 2–digit month, 2–digit day (see block 10) and a sequential alpha character for 
each deviation of the type prepared that day. For example, for the second event waiver (EW) initiated by the activity 
with UIC W4QUAA on 10 April 2013, the individual preparing the DA Form 7632 would enter 
“W4QUAA–EW–20130410–B.” (There are several methods for determining the UIC. The submitter of the originating 
unit can find their UIC in block 44 on SF–50 actions. Another way is by logging into Army Knowledge Online and 
going to “My Account.” Select “Account Information” and scroll down to “Total Army Personnel Record” and locate 
the UIC. It is possible the analyst may not be associated with the originating unit and will need to find the unit’s UIC. 
The analyst can go to the Web site below and submit a System Access Request to gain access to UIC search system at 
https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/appj/uicss/.) The Deviation number will automatically be inserted on the top of each 
sequential  page  of  the  DA  Form  7632  to  ensure  continuity of the document. 

(2) Block 5a - Effective Date. No data entry required. This block will auto populate from block 16a (Date) and will 
also  be automatically inserted on the top of each sequential page. 

(3) Block 5b - Expiration Date. No data entry required. This block will auto populate from block 16b (Expiration 
Date)  and  will  auto  populate  the  Expiration  Date  block  on the top of each sequential page. 

(4) Block 6 - Deviation From. Choose the appropriate type of standards from the dropdown list. Enter the type of 
standard  from  which  the  activity  will  deviate. 

(5) Block 7 - Type of Deviation. Enter whether the deviation is an EW, waiver (W), exemption (E), or Secretarial 
Certification. 

http://www.dmdc.osd.mil/appj/uicss/.)
http://www.dmdc.osd.mil/appj/uicss/.)
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(6) Block 8a - Number/Title and Paragraph of Requirement. Enter the title, number, and paragraph of the require- 
ment not being met. For example, Ammunition and Explosives Safety Standards, DA Pam 385–64, paragraph 17–2f(2). 
When the deviation involves a violation of Department of Defense Manual (DODM) 6055.09–M, include the appropri- 
ate reference for that document as well (for instance, DOD Ammunition and Explosives Safety Standards, DODM 
6055.09–M–V1,  paragraph  V1.E8.2.1). 

(7) Block 8b - What we need to do that deviates from block 8a. Provide a synopsis of the risk being taken. This is a 
synopsis  of  block  24. 

(8) Block 8c - Operational, Strategic or Compelling Reason for Deviation. Explain the operational, strategic, or 
compelling reason to justify violating the safety standards identified in block 8a. 

(9) Block 9 - Potential Consequences of Deviation from Approved Standards. These numbers quantify the potential 
consequences of the risk being accepted and are based on the residual risk after control measures on page 2 have been 
implemented. Enter the anticipated numbers for fatalities, additional injuries, and the dollar loss to equipment and 
facilities  due  to  the  deviation,  based  on  the  worst  case  scenario. 

(10) Block 10 - Date Deviation Initiated. Enter the date the safety professional and/or analyst created this DA Form 
7632. 

(11) Block 11 - Residual Severity. Identify the residual severity after controls identified on page 2 have been 
implemented. 

(12) Block 12 - Residual Probability. Identify the residual probability after controls identified on page 2 have been 
implemented. 

(13) Block 13 - Residual Level of Risk. No data entry required. The residual level of risk will be automatically 
calculated  based  on  the  severity  and  probability  entered  in  blocks  11  and  12. 

(14) Block 14a - Safety Professional/Analyst. Enter the name and POC information of the safety professional and/or 
analyst that conducted the risk assessment. This will allow the “Reviewed By” official to contact the safety profes- 
sional  and/or  analyst  if  questions  arise. 

(15) Block 14b - Analyst Signature. Signature of the safety professional and/or analyst that conducted the risk 
assessment.  Do  not  sign  until the risk analysis has been completed. 

(16) Block 14c - Submitter’s Signature. Enter the name and POC information, if different than block 14a. 
(17) Block 14d - POC Signature. Signature of the submitter, if different than block 
(18) Block 14e - Reviewed By. This section lists offices that have reviewed the risk assessment and have concurred 

or non-concurred. Routing for the DA Form 7632 should not be assumed to be through the garrison commander only. 
Routing for approval and proper awareness should include the garrison commander (for coordination with safety, 
master planning, Department of Public Works, security, fire and emergency services, environmental, legal, and so 
forth), senior commander (overall responsible for the installation), the higher headquarters of the unit responsible for 
the mission or operation, and any exposed units (to include other Services and/or agencies and non-DOD entities). See 
example in figure D–2. Enter the date, whether they concur with approving the deviation and accepting the associated 
risk, organization, printed name and title of the person reviewing, and their signature. Comments should be attached, as 
necessary, and the safety professional and/or analyst should consider changing the original risk assessment, if neces- 
sary, based on these comments. If a reviewer does not concur, they must select the attachment block to provide 
comments for their non-concurrence. If additional space is needed to document DA Form 7632 routing, create and 
attach additional (separate) page 1 documents. These “continuation pages” will have blocks 1 through 4 completed and 
“CONTINUATION  OF  BLOCK  14e”  entered  in  block  8a. 

c. Deviation Approval/Risk Acceptance. The section on page 1 identifies the person approving the deviation and 
accepting the associated risk. The person signing must be authorized to accept the risk in accordance with table 4–1. 

(1) Block 15a - Army HQ. From the dropdown select the Army Headquarters (HQ) - Headquarters, Department of 
the Army (HQDA), ACOM, ASCC or DRU (or COCOM for combatant command, if appropriate) - the acceptance 
authority  falls  under. 

(2) Block  15b  -  Unit/Comm.  Enter  the  specific  unit  and/or  command  the  approval  authority  is  assigned. 
(3) Block 16a - Date. Date the approving authority signs the document accepting the risk. This date will automati- 

cally populate the “Effective” date in block 5a and the top of each sequential page. 
(4) Block 16b - Expiration Date. To be completed by approval authority. Enter the date the deviation will expire. 

The expiration date is calculated by using block 16a and the duration chosen from blocks 21a through 21d. This date 
should be consistent with the “Duration of Deviation” selected in either block 21a, 21b, 21c, or 21d. The Expiration 
Date will auto populate block 5b and the top of each sequential page once block 16b has been populated. For example, 
for effective date 20131202 (block 16a) and duration of 1 month to 1 year (block 21b), 12 was selected from the 
dropdown. The expiration date would be 12 months from the effective date. The deviation would expire on 20141201. 
If the deviation is greater than 5 years enter “permanent” in the space provided for the expiration date. 

(5) Block 17 - Rank/Title. Rank and title of the approving authority. For example, Major General, USA, 4th Infantry 
Division, Commanding. 

(6) Block  17a  -  Printed  Name.  Printed  name  of  the  approving  authority. 
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(7) Block  17b  -  Signature.  Signature  of  the  approving  authority.  Electronic  signature  capability  is  provided. 
(8) Block 17c - Comment. Comments should be attached, as necessary. If an approving authority comments and/or 

does not accept the assessed residual risk, then those developing the risk assessment should work together with the 
approving authority to mitigate and manage the risk to meet mission requirements. If more room is needed for comments,  
attach  a  continuation  sheet  and  check  the  “attachment”  block  to  indicate  that  something  is  attached. 

d. Risk Assessment Worksheet – page 2. The Deviation number is an installation specific number  for  tracking purposes 
and will auto populate from block 4. The effective and expiration dates (block 5a) will auto populate from blocks  
16a  and  16b. 

(1) Block 18 - Current Situation. Provide a description of the situation that necessitates this deviation. For example, 
briefly describe the status of the planned operation, the ongoing activity that is unsustainable and needs to change, and/ 
or the current deviation, as applicable. Use a continuation sheet, if necessary, and check the “attachment”  block indicating  
that  something  is  attached. 

(2) Block 19 - Hazard Category. From the dropdown, enter the broad category of the hazard that is being created by 
the deviation (for example, fire, weather, explosion). 

(3) Block 20 - Specific Hazard. Enter a brief description of the specific hazard being created by deviating from 
requirements  (for  example,  fire  due  to  linking  extension  cords). 

(4) Block 21 - Duration of Deviation. Choose one block to document the period of the deviation and, with the 
exception of block 21d, select a duration from the dropdown menu in the appropriate block (for example, block 21a, 
21b, or 21c). If the deviation is permanent or greater than 5 years, enter “permanent” in the space provided or the 
specific number of years, if known. The expiration date (block 16b) will be calculated by the effective date (block 16a) 
and  the  specific  duration  entered  in  block  21a,  21b,  21c,  or  21d. 

(5) Block 22 - Deviation Approval Authority (or equivalent). Select the appropriate approval authority level in 
accordance with table 4–2. Military positions are listed in the drop down with the Army civilian equivalent. Army 
civilian equivalent grades per table 4–1 are authorized. 

(6) Block 23 - Mission Impact of Not Accepting Risk. Describe the impact on the mission if the deviation and risk 
are not accepted (for example, mission must be cancelled, mission must be postponed until hazard can be corrected, or 
mission violates Army requirements). Use a continuation sheet, if necessary, and check the “attachment” block indicating  
that  something  is  attached. 

(7) Block 24 - What we need to do that deviates from block 8a. Provide a detailed description of the action that 
deviates from the safety standards identified in block 8a. A synopsis of this information will be provided in block 8b. If 
more room is needed for a detailed explanation, attach a continuation sheet and check the “attachment” block to 
indicate  that  something  is  attached. 

(8) Block 25 - Control Measures. List the control measures that will be implemented to reduce the initial risk to a 
residual risk. Include milestones of when controls will be implemented if not implemented before the DA Form 7632 is 
signed. If more room is needed for explanation, attach a continuation sheet and check the “attachment” block to 
indicate  that  something  is  attached. 

(9) Block 26 - Permanent Corrective Actions (with milestones). Permanent measures may or may not be possible. 
Provide milestones for any permanent actions that will be taken. For military construction projects, provide the project 
number and estimated cost. If more room is needed for explanation, attach a continuation sheet and check the “attachment”  
block  to  indicate  that  something  is  attached. 

(10) Block 27 - Alternatives Considered. List the alternative solutions considered and the reason these were not 
used. Explain the reason, if an appropriate one is not listed in drop down box. Explain if no alternative solution is 
available. (For example, the host nation directed which port or berth to use.) Use a continuation sheet, if necessary, and 
check  the  “attachment”  block  indicating  that  something  is  attached. 

(11) Block 28 - Attach any Supporting Documents. Check this block if supporting documents (other than the 
continuation pages from the above sections) are attached so the reviewers know to look for them (for example, photos, 
maps, drawing). 

 
C–3. Additional  considerations  when  completing  the  DA  Form  7632  when  deviations  involve 
ammunition and explosives or chemical agents 
When a deviation involves AE or chemical agent, complete the Risk Assessment Worksheet (page 2) and the Ammunition 
and Explosives Worksheet (page 3) of DA Form 7632 before completing page 1. Block 9 - Potential Consequences 
of Deviation from Approved Standards (block 9a (Fatalities), block 9b (Injuries), and block 9c (Equip/ Fac Loss) will 
auto populate once blocks 39a through 39c have been populated if AE is the source of the risk. The Ammunition and 
Explosives Worksheet is required when a deviation involves AE or chemical agent. Information needed to populate 
this worksheet can be found at various organizations, but not limited to: the safety office, Department of Public Works 
(DPW), master planner, fire department, Director of Logistics, security and/or Military Police, property book office, 
and so forth. For technical assistance with this worksheet, contact the U.S.  Army Technical Center for Explosives Safety, 
1 C Tree Road, Building 35, McAlester, OK 74501 at DSN: 956–8737, Commercial: 918–420–8737 or at 
usarmy.mcalester.usamc.list.dac-es-personnel@mail.mil or via Ammo Help located 

mailto:usarmy.mcalester.usamc.list.dac-es-personnel@mail.mil
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under the “DAC” tab at https://mhp.redstone.army.mil/MhpMain.aspx. 
Note. The deviation number, effective, and expiration dates will auto populate onto this page after completion of page 1 of the DA 
Form 7632. 

a. Information  on  the  potential  explosion  site. 
(1) Block 29a - PES Name. Enter name of the PES (for example, Ammunition Supply Point #1, Joint Explosive 

Ordnance  Disposal  Rapid  Response  Vehicle  Parking). 
(2) Block 29b - PES Function. Describe the function of the PES (for example, unit storage, explosives loaded 

vehicle  parking  area). 
(3) Block  30  -  PES  Number  People.  Enter  the  number  of  people  directly  related  to  the  PES. 
(4) Block  31  -  PES  Equip/Fac  (value).  Enter  the  sum  value  of  the  equipment  and  facilities  at  the  PES. 
(5) Block 32 - Required Blast Distance. Enter the calculated blast distance based upon the NEW for the most 

hazardous hazard division and mixing rules. (See DA Pam 385–64 and DODM 6055.09–M.) The amount of NEW is 
the highest expected during the requested timeframe. 

(6) Block 33 - Required Fragment Distance. Enter the calculated fragment distance based upon the NEW for the 
most  hazardous  hazard  division  and  mixing  rules.  (See  DA  Pam  385–64  and  DODM  6055.09–M.) 

(7) Block 34a-f - Hazard Division. Enter the NEW by hazard division. 
(8) Block 35a - QD arcs exceed the installation boundary? Are other Services affected? Was coordination made? 

Provide other coordination documentation, as necessary. Why coordination was not made. Coordination paperwork 
attached? Check yes or no to indicate whether the arcs exceed the installation boundary, affect other Services, or if 
other coordination documents are available. State why coordination was or was not made. Check the “attachment” 
block to indicate that something is attached, if needed. 

(9) Block 35b - Is this deviation associated with a hybrid or risk-based safety submission? Indicate yes or no if 
deviation is associated with an approved explosives safety site submission. The DA Form 7632 will be included in the 
explosives safety site submission as a supporting document. 

(10) Block 35c - If yes, provide site plan number. Provide site plan number, as necessary. This is an installation 
specific number for their tracking purposes. For example, MCAAP–SP–2013–01. MCAAP is McAlester Army Ammu- 
nition Plant, SP indicates site plan, 2013 is the year, and 01 is the sequence number of site plans that installation has 
for  that  year  or  an  alpha  and  numeric  format  similar  to  block  4  above. 

b. Information on exposed sites. This section lists ESs to the PES and provides estimates of expected loss in the 
event of an accident. Block 36 – Exposed Sites. List the ES facility number and description of all facilities within 
inhabited building distance (IBD) of the PES. Enter the required and actual distances between the PES and ES. Next, 
enter the number of people at the ES and calculate the estimated dollar value of the ES facility and/or equipment at the 
ES. Then, enter the type of exposure (that is, quantity distance) relationship required between the PES and ES (for 
example, IBD, Public Traffic Route distance, and so forth). Next, annotate whether the ES is on or off the installation. 
Then, calculate the expected number of fatalities, injuries, and loss to equipment and facilities for the ES. Calculation 
of expected loss can be determined by using software, such as the Department of Defense Explosives Safety Board 
approved software Automated Safety Assessment Protocol–Explosives (ASAP–X) tool. The expected number of 
fatalities, injuries, and loss to equipment and facilities must be calculated twice: for each ES at the required distance 
and again for each ES as sited. The information entered in block 36 will be broken down in different categories in the 
following Expected Potential Consequences section. The violation yes/no block will auto populate based on  the required 
and/or actual feet listed in the Distance Required and/or Actual Column. If the actual distance is greater than the 
required distance there will be “no” violation. The Violation Column can be manually changed, if needed. Repeat this 
procedure for each ES. Use a continuation sheet, if necessary, and check the “attachment” block indicating that 
something  is  attached. 

c. Expected potential consequences. This section uses information from block 36 to calculate potential conse- quences. 
The different types of consequences have been calculated to reflect the impact of an incident assuming total loss  of  
the  people,  equipment,  and  facilities  at  the  PES. 

(1) Blocks 37a through c - Potential Explosion Site (PES). These numbers reflect the fatalities, injuries, and dollar 
loss of equipment and facilities at the PES. These numbers will auto populate and will match (assuming 100 percent 
loss) those entered in blocks 30 and 31. The default can be manually overridden if that is not the reality of the situation 
due to protective construction, testing, and so forth. For example, there could be three fatalities and two injuries 
associated with the PES due to protective construction versus five fatalities (100 percent loss). 

(2) Blocks 38a through c - Potential Losses for Exposed Sites (ES) Meeting Criteria. These numbers reflect the 
potential loss for all ESs listed assuming that all meet the required distance. The values for all ESs listed that have 
“No” violation in Block 36 are to be summed and manually entered in blocks 38a through c based on the “at required 
distance” fields from block 36. These blocks may require manual input to include the totals from any continuation 
sheet  attachments  if  additional  space  for  block  36  was  needed. 

(3) Blocks 39a through c - Potential Loss Being Accepted for Deviating from Approved Standards. These numbers 
reflect the increased potential loss for ESs that are in violation of the required distance but do not include losses 
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entered in block 38. These fields represent the additional consequences associated with the PES and the violations 
being accepted. These numbers come from the difference in the “as sited” and the “at required distance” fields of block 
36 for ES sites listed that have the answer “Yes” violation in block 36. Blocks 39a through c should include the totals 
from any continuation sheet attachments, if additional space for block 36 was needed. These blocks require manual 
input  and  will  auto  populate  blocks  9a  through  c. 

(4) Blocks 40a through c - Total Potential Loss. These numbers will auto populate by summing blocks 37a through 
c, 38a through c, and 39a through c and reflect the total potential loss if an incident were to occur at the PES. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Notes: 
1 Risk acceptance, per table 4–1, may occur at various stages of this process, depending on the risk level. 
2 The SC lane and the term “SC DA Form 7632" encompass DA Forms 7632 initiated by any local activity falling under the SC’s command, including both 
garrison and mission organizations. 
3 The “Safety Office” in the SC lane refers to the SC’s designated safety office. 
Figure C–1. Example of DA Form 7632 routing 
 

 

 
Appendix D 
Application of Risk Management to Army Learning Policy and Systems 

D–1. Army Learning Policy and Systems 
The instructional system design process used for developing Army learning products is analysis, design, development, 
implementation, and evaluation (ADDIE). This spiral approach is used as the basis for the entire Army Learning Policy 
and Systems. The purpose of the Army Learning Policy and Systems is to support the Army by regulating practices in 
effective learning management and specifying required enabling systems. The requirements of the Army Learning 
Policy and Systems program are discussed in detail within the United States Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) 
Regulation 350–70 and its associated TRADOC pamphlets. TRADOC is the Army’s proponent for structured training. 
Such policies and systems apply to all Army organizations (TRADOC and non-TRADOC alike) that produce, 
implement, and/or evaluate learning and learning systems. The major concern of all commanders is to ensure their 
Soldiers, Army civilians, and units are trained to perform their mission to standard and survive. To ensure mission-
focused training, Soldiers, Army civilians, staff, and units must perform under realistic conditions. Risk management 
balances benefits against potential losses during this training. It provides commanders and leaders with the tools  to  
accomplish  realistic  training  and  education  while  preserving  the  scarce  resources  of  personnel,  time,  and 
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equipment. When used properly, risk management is a training and education enabler. In this chapter we will present 
risk management application into the Army Learning Policy and Systems. 
 
D–2. Learning product requirements 
In  developing  learning  products,  institutions  must— 

a. Extend learning beyond the schoolhouse in a career-long learning continuum through the use of current and 
emerging  network  technologies. 

b. Design learning to be more facilitated, team-based, and learner-centric. 
c. Leverage technology to provide engaging, relevant, and rigorous resident, distributed, and mobile learning, and 

social  learning  activities. 
d. Leverage  opportunities  to  implement  technologies  to  engage  and  appeal  to  digital  learners. 
e. Institutionalize a progressive and sequential learning process throughout a Soldier or Army civilian’s career to 

develop a deepening of cognitive, interpersonal, and problem-framing and/or solving skills essential for personal 
adaptability. 

f. Design the learning system to expand beyond the confines of “brick and mortar” to deliver learning products to 
Soldiers  or  Army  civilians  at  the  point  of  need. 

g. Implement blended learning to balance quality face-to-face learning experiences with technology-enabled learning 
products. 

h. Employ learning strategies that foster problem-solving skills needed to enhance adaptability. 
i. Continuously evaluate the entry phase characteristics and perspectives of incoming Soldiers and Army civilians 

and  adjust  learning  curricula  to  achieve  desired  outcomes  at  all  levels  of  the  learning  system. 
j. Incorporate deliberate strategies to ensure required skill levels, knowledge, and abilities transfer from the institu- 

tional environment to the operational environment. 
 
D–3. Army Learning Policy and Systems focus 
The Army Learning Policy and Systems uses ADDIE as a systematic, spiral approach to develop learning programs 
used to making collective, individual, and self-development training and education decisions for the Army. The Army 
Learning Policy and Systems determines— 

a. Whether  or  not  training  or  education  is  needed. 
b. What  is  to  be  trained. 
c. Who  gets  the  training  or  education. 
d. How  well  and  where  the  training  or  education  is  presented. 
e. The training and education support and resources required to produce, distribute, implement, and evaluate those 

products. 
 
D–4. Training Development Capability 
All developers must use the Combined Arms Command approved automated development system throughout the 
developmental process. The current Training Development Capability system is part of the required resourcing processes, 
allows for the revision of related information as changes occurs, and provides a means of sharing informa- tion to reduce 
redundancy. This system is currently Web-based and allows training and education developers the flexibility needed to 
rapidly gather expertise, integrate current doctrine into their training products, and staff products for approval in an 
efficient digital format. The underlying process of Training Development Capability is the five-step ADDIE process and 
requires a great deal of communication and coordination. Figure D–1 is a graphic representation of five-step process 
integration. 
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Figure D–1. The analysis, design, development, implementation, and evaluation process 
 

 

 
D–5. Evaluation 
Just as with the risk management process, evaluation is continuous throughout the ADDIE process. Feedback for 
corrective actions is critical. Evaluation permeates all phases. It is the cement that ensures training, education, and the 
required training products are effective in producing trained units and individuals. Products are evaluated  either formally 
(product validation) or informally to determine currency, efficiency, and effectiveness. The entire process must operate 
within a given set of resources. The risk management process runs simultaneously and continuously to ensure training 
and education remains within the specified level of risk allowed for each event. The evaluation of risk management 
actions and the overall efficiency and effectiveness of the training are intertwined and risk management must be 
addressed as a part of the ADDIE process, as a whole. Figure D–2 shows the relationship between the military 
decisionmaking process, ADDIE, and risk management. While this graphic is not a perfect representation of the alignment, 
it provides a general diagram of the concepts and association of the three commonly used processes. 
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Legend for Figure D–2; 
MDMP — military decisionmaking process RM 
— risk management 
Figure D–2. Analysis, design, development, implementation, and evaluation, the military decisionmaking process, and risk 
management 
 

 

 
D–6. Risk management integration into training and education 

a. Commanders and leaders are required to make informed risk decisions. This ensures that training and education is 
conducted realistically and in a manner that protects the well-being of the Soldiers and Army civilians being trained. 
This enables individuals, leaders, and units to recognize and mitigate hazards to improve survivability and to win over 
the full range of military operations. 

b. Training and education developers and trainers provide safe training and education to achieve force protection by 
designing,  developing,  and  implementing  realistic,  viable  training  and  education  that— 

(1) Does  not  unnecessarily  jeopardize  lives  and  equipment. 
(2) Eliminates  or  minimizes  the  risks  involved  in  relation  to  the  training  and  education  benefits. 
(3) Includes  controls  to  eliminate  or  reduce  the  risk  or  hazard. 
(4) Conserves  and preserves resources. 
(5) Complies  with  Federal,  state, and local laws, regulations, and restrictions. 
(6) Integrates safety, risk management, and force protection considerations into training, education, and training 

materials  where  appropriate. 
c. Proponent  training  and  education  developers  should  ensure all products— 
(1) Include  appropriate  safety,  risk,  and  protection  statements,  cautions,  notes,  and  warnings. 
(2) Identify training or education risk and assign a risk level to every proponent lesson. 
(3) Are staffed through the appropriate safety office director, manager, or resident safety professional for subject 

matter  review  in  accordance  with  command  guidance. 
(4) Include controls necessary to minimize or eliminate hazards during training or education to include a maximum 

instructor to student ratio, as well as risk management procedures to be followed if the maximum ratio is exceeded. 
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(5) Address risk management and the risk management process as it applies operationally to the training or education  
subject. 

d. The training development process fixes responsibility, institutionalizes operational safety, and leads to decision- 
making at the command level appropriate to the identified level of risk. Using risk management in the training- development  
process  ensures  the  following: 

(1) Safe  training  or  education. 
(2) Fewer  injuries  and  deaths. 
(3) Reduced incidents of lost time. 
(4) Lower  costs  (facility,  training,  and  equipment  repairs). 
e. Risk management is never complete. It is a continuous cycle that requires everyone be constantly alert to training 

risks and to take immediate action to eliminate them or reduce their severity. Safety, risk management, and accident 
prevention are commander’s, manager’s, and individual’s responsibilities. Proponent training and education developers, 
trainers, educators, and subordinate personnel should use the generic risk management information contained  in training 
support products to begin their review of and update to hazards, as well as the controls to adjust for current conditions. 
Trainers and educators need to make corrections to their risk management worksheet and processes as they relate to 
their subject training. Trainers and educators rely on the quality products of developers. The developers rely on 
feedback from the trainers, educators, safety professionals, and other subject matter expert input. The Soldier or 
Army civilian receiving the training or education relies on the entire team to provide quality training or education. 

 
 

Appendix E 
Application of Risk Management to Other Areas 
The death of a Soldier in combat or due to an accident can have a devastating effect on a unit’s morale and effectiveness. 
The effects of criminal acts, suicide, sexual assault, domestic violence, substance abuse, child abuse, and other high risk 
reckless behaviors can also cripple an organization’s morale and destroy its combat effectiveness. Commanders and 
leaders must establish and maintain a command environment that fosters cohesion, team work, and performance to 
standard while caring for the well-being of the individual. Previous chapters discussed the application of risk management 
in tactical and non-tactical situations, in the training development process, and as a life skill for individual activities. 
Commanders and leaders can also use the risk management process to identify behaviors  or activities that may present 
hazards to a unit’s morale and impact combat effectiveness. This chapter provides examples on how risk management 
will be applied to mitigate a number of these hazards in some of the appropriate areas. 
 
E–1. Leadership 

a. Command issues. The principles of risk management become indispensable in addressing issues that impact Soldiers 
and Army civilians both on and off the battlefield. Effective risk management is on-going and cyclic. The risk 
management process is integrated into the development of all SOPs and the development process for all policies that 
address issues of behavior, health, and criminal activity. The following paragraphs discuss risk management application 
in the areas of sexual assault prevention, suicide prevention, and PMV accident prevention. 

b. Command emphasis. 
(1) By applying the principles of risk management when identifying hazards associated with suicide, sexual assault, 

and PMV accident prevention, commanders can take the initiative to identify and mitigate risks associated with these 
hazardous behaviors and situations before they impact on our units. This in no way implies these are the only applications 
for risk management. This five-step process can be applied across the full spectrum of human activity to identify 
hazards, assess risk, and make decisions. 

(2) The principles of risk management as a decisionmaking tool are universal in application. The repeated use of the 
systematic risk management process reinforces application of the five steps to identify, assess, and control hazards and 
to make informed risk decisions in any situation. The risk management process is integrated into the development of 
SOPs  as  well  as  the  development  of  policies  that  address  issues  of  behavior,  health,  and  criminal  activity. 

 
E–2. Sexual harassment and assault prevention 

a. The prevention of sexual harassment and assault is both a command and an individual responsibility. Sexual 
assault destroys teamwork, undermines the good order and discipline of the military, destroys unit morale, and impacts 
personal combat readiness. Effective risk management identifies the potential hazards, conditions, or situations that 
may lead to this behavior. Early identification of conditions conducive to such behavior and active intervention by 
leadership reduces the likelihood of individuals attempting sexual assault or becoming a victim of a sexual assault. The 
principles of risk management can play a pivotal role by assisting the commander with tools to enhance  policy awareness 
and training. By conducting command climate assessments, complaints processing awareness briefings, and overall 
assistance concerning the prevention of sexual harassment, commanders can mitigate the risks associated with sexual 
harassment and assault. Individuals must be educated on how best to avoid being a sexual assault victim. Once 
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armed with this knowledge and ability, individuals can avoid situations that may put them in danger or may lead to 
their  harassment  or  assault. 

b. The three tiers of self-protection include being alert, prepared, and assertive. See figure E–1 for a graphic 
representation of these protection methods. Trust your instincts; if a place or person feels unsafe, it probably is. Watch 
for signs of trouble such as strangers in private areas or persons loitering in places where they shouldn’t be. Utilize real 
time risk management in order to assess the risks, develop controls, and implement those controls in order to mitigate 
the risks. If you sense trouble and have very little time, it may be best to get to a safe place as soon as possible. If you 
feel you are in danger, attract help any way you can. Implementing controls is key. Taking steps such as traveling with 
a buddy, staying in groups, staying sober, educating yourself about date rape drugs, walking only in lighted areas after 
dark, and keeping the doors to homes, barracks, and cars locked are all good ideas. However, the best control measures 
are  useless  unless  they  are  implemented. 

 
 

 

 

 
Figure E–1. Sexual assault risk reduction 

 
 

 
E–3. Suicide prevention 

a. Each year the Army needlessly loses Soldiers and Army civilians to suicide. Suicides occur across every segment 
of the force. Suicide prevention, like all leadership challenges, is a commander’s program and there is leader 
responsibility at all levels. Suicide is a highly complex human tragedy. There is no typical profile of deaths by suicide. 
Suicide poses a significant challenge to the readiness of our force. The principles of risk management and the five-step 
process are relevant and critical in identifying, assessing, and mitigating suicide risk to personnel. The role of Army 
leadership in suicide prevention cannot be overemphasized. Leaders, as well as fellow Soldiers, Army civilians, and 
Family members are the first line of defense to recognize personnel who are experiencing life stressors. They can take 
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appropriate actions to prevent further loss of life and utilize numerous support resources to assist personnel in lowering 
their risk level. It is important for all commanders and leaders to recognize that mental wellness is a key component for 
overall  individual  readiness  and  fitness. 

b. Commanders and leaders should make use of tools that provide a comprehensive, continuous, and standardized 
process to assess the well-being of their Soldiers and Army civilians, ensure intervention strategies are in place to assist 
those individuals, and significantly reduce high risk behaviors. Tools provided by the Army and major commands to 
assist  commanders  include: 

(1) The Army Readiness Assessment Program (ARAP). ARAP is a tool that addresses root causes of accidental loss 
by focusing on organizational safety climate and culture. ARAP is an online assessment, filled out by employees and 
Soldiers anonymously, that captures unit posture on command and control, standards of performance, accountability, 
and risk management. ARAP provides battalion-level commanders with data on their formation’s readiness posture. 

(2) The United States Army Soldier Leader Risk Reduction Tool may be found at www.preventsuicide.army.mil. 
This tool may be used in conjunction with appendix B of Field Manual (FM) 6–22 to counsel individuals. These tools 
should be used during developmental counseling sessions. Additional information on suicide prevention  training, current 
guidance, and an expanded commander’s toolbox may also be found at this site. Civilian employees may contact 
their Occupational Health Clinic or their local Installation Employee Assistance Office for additional information. 

 
E–4. Private motor vehicle accident prevention 
PMV accidents have historically been the leading cause of accidental death for Soldiers. Every Soldier has  an individual 
responsibility to prevent accidents. Commanders and leaders must also be vigilant in the identification of high-risk 
behavior. Risk management assists commanders and leaders in recognizing those hazards, behaviors, and/or situations 
that may lead to tragedy. The Director of Army Safety has prepared a number of tools to help leaders manage 
PMV risk. 

a. The Travel Risk Planning System (TRiPS) is an automated trip planning tool that incorporates the principles of 
Risk Management and facilitates a dialogue between supervisor and subordinate prior to privately owned vehicle travel. 

b. These tools are available through the U.S. Army Combat Readiness/Safety Center at https://safety.army.mil. 

http://www.preventsuicide.army.mil/
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Glossary 

Section I Abbreviations 
 
ACOM 
Army command 
 
ADDIE 
analysis,  design,  development,  implementation,  and  evaluation 
 
ADP 
Army  doctrine  publication 
 
AE 
ammunition and explosives 
 
APD 
Army  Publishing  Directorate 
 
AR 
Army regulation 
 
ARAP 
Army  Readiness  Assessment  Program 
 
ASA  (IE&E) 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Army  (Installations,  Energy  and  Environment) 
 
ASAP–X 
Automated  Safety  Assessment  Protocol-Explosives 
 
ASCC 
Army service component command 
 
ATP 
Army  techniques  publication 
 
AWSSRB 
Army Weapon System Safety Review Board 
 
CFR 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations  
 
CG 
commanding general 
 
CJCSI 
Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  instruction 
 
CO 
commanding  officer 
 
COA 
course  of  action 
 
COCOM 
combatant  command 
 
DA 
Department of the Army 
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DA Pam 
Department  of the Army pamphlet 
 
DARAD 
Deviation  Approval  and  Risk  Acceptance  Document 
 
DD 
Department of Defense (form) 
 
DOD 
Department of Defense 
 
DODI 
Department  of Defense instruction 
 
DODM 
Department  of  Defense  manual 
 
DPW 
Department  of Public Works 
 
DRU 
direct  reporting  unit 
 
DSN 
Defense  Switched  Network 
 
E 
exemption 
 
EH 
extremely high 
 
ES 
exposed  site 
 
EW 
event  waiver 
 
FM 
field manual 
 
GO 
general  officer 
 
GS 
general schedule 
 
H 
high 
 
HQ 
headquarters 
 
HQDA 
Headquarters, Department of the Army 
 
IBD 
inhabited  building  distance 
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JFLCC 
Joint Forces Land Component Commands 
 
JTF 
joint  task  force 
 
L 
low 
 
M 
medium 
 
MDMP 
military  decisionmaking  process 
 
MIL–STD 
Military  standard 
 
NEW 
net explosive weight 
 
O 
officer 
 
OPORD 
operations order 
 
OPTEMPO 
operating tempo 
 
PES 
potential  explosion  site 
 
PM 
program  manager 
 
PMV 
private  motor  vehicle 
 
POC 
point of contact 
 
PPE 
personal  protective  equipment 
 
QD 
quantity  distance 
 
RAC 
risk assessment code 
 
RM 
risk  management 
 
SA 
situational awareness 
 
SC 
senior commander 
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SES 
senior  executive  service 
 
SF 
standard form 
 
SOH 
Safety  and  Occupational  Health 
 
SOP 
standing operating procedure 
 
SP 
site  plan 
 
TRADOC 
U.S.  Army  Training  and  Doctrine  Command 
 
TRiPS 
Travel Risk Planning System 
 
UIC 
unit identification code 
 
USATCES 
U.S.  Army  Technical  Center  for  Explosives  Safety 
 
W 
waiver 
 
Section II Terms 
 
Army  Weapon  System  Safety  Review  Board 
Focuses on the safety of Joint Service weapon systems. The AWSSRB represents Army in  Joint  weapon  safety reviews; 
provides technical expertise to the Office of the Director of Army Safety, the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army 
(Environment, Safety and Occupational Health) and other Army Staff regarding weapon system safety related policy, 
standards, and technical issues; supports the DA System Safety Council in the identification and resolution of system 
safety issues; supports PMs; and interfaces with other Army safety review boards for Joint systems. 
 
Asset 
Something of value. Assets include but are not limited to Soldiers, personnel, facilities, equipment, operations, data, the 
public, the environment, equipment, and systems. 
 
Exemption 
A written authorization granted by the proper Army authority for strategic or other compelling reasons that permits a 
long-term  deviation  from  mandatory  Army  safety  requirements. 
 
Fault 
An abnormal undesirable state of a system, a system element, or process induced by the presence of an improper 
command (or absence of a proper one) or a failure (see definition below). All failures cause faults; not all faults are 
caused  by  failures.  A  system  which  has  been  shut  down  by  safety  features  has  not  faulted. 
 
Failure 
Loss of functional ability to perform as intended (for example, relay contacts corrode and will not pass rated current 
closed; the relay coil has burned out and will not close the contacts when commanded—the relay has failed; a pressure 
vessel bursts—the vessel fails; or operator does not perform as required). A protective device that functions as intended 
has  not  failed  (for  example,  a  blown  fuse). 
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Frequency 
Rate of mishap occurrence. Frequency is sometimes substituted for probability as a component of risk (for example: 
loss  events  per  100  operating  hours). 
 
Hazard 
A condition with the potential to cause injury, illness, or death of personnel; damage to or loss of equipment or 
property; or mission degradation. 
 
Hazard  analysis 
Refers to a number of methods for identifying process hazards, measuring their relative consequences, and deriving 
recommendations. 
 
Hazard  list 
A simple listing of hazards that may exist in the activity under evaluation. The possible hazards are listed by possible 
source  without regard for the mechanism, outcome, or any  consideration  of  likelihood  of  being  present. 
 
Hazard  matrix 
An analysis technique where a table is developed listing potential hazards versus potential failures areas in the activity 
being evaluated. Examples of hazards are corrosion, fire, impact, shock, and so on. Examples of potential failure areas 
are mechanical, personnel, or procedural. 
 
Hazard scenario 
A postulated sequence or development of events in which the existence of a hazard has the potential for causing a 
mishap. 
 
Maximum credible event 
The most disastrous maximum credible loss identified for a given system or operation. In AE and chemical agent 
hazards evaluation, the maximum credible event due to a hypothesized accidental explosion, fire, or toxic chemical 
agent release (with explosives contribution) is the worst single event that is likely to occur from a given quantity and 
disposition of AE. The event must be realistic with a reasonable likelihood of occurrence considering the means of 
initiation, explosion propagation, burning rate characteristics, and physical protection given to the items involved. The 
maximum credible event evaluated on this basis may then be used as a basis for effects calculations and casualty 
predictions. 
 
Maximum  credible  risk 
The  risk  associated  with  the  hazard  which  is  the  most  severe  and  the  most  credible. 
 
Military  decision  making  process 
An interactive planning methodology to understand the situation and mission, develop COAs, and produce an operation 
plan or order (see ADP 5–0). 
 
Mishap 
An unplanned event or series of events resulting in death, injury, occupational illness, damage to or loss of equipment 
or  property,  or  damage  to  the  environment. 
 
Mishap probability 
Likelihood of mishap occurrence over a specified exposure interval. Probability is expressed as a value between zero 
and one. Probability is a component of risk and has no dimension but must be attached to an interval of exposure (for 
example, 1 operating year, 1 million vehicle miles). 
 
Negligence  (law) 
Failure to exercise the degree of care considered reasonable under the circumstances, resulting in an unintended injury 
to another party. Negligence uses the “reasonable person” standard. In cases involving negligence, which is an 
unintentional injury, the law asks whether or not a reasonable person in the position of the defendant would have 
anticipated and guarded against the risks inherent in his or her conduct. 
 
Probability 
In risk analysis, the likelihood that an event will occur. There are five categories (with associated codes) of probability: 
frequent  (A),  likely  (B),  occasional  (C),  seldom  (D),  and  unlikely  (E). 
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Residual risk 
The risk associated with a hazard that remains after implementing all planned countermeasures or controls 
to eliminate or  control  the  hazard.  The  residual  risk  can  also  be  the  initial  risk. 
 
Risk 
Probability and severity of loss linked to hazards. 
 
Risk  assessment 
The process of identifying and characterizing hazards, analyzing them for their potential mishap severity 
and probabil- ity (or frequency) of occurrence, and prioritizing them for risk mitigation actions. The 
first two steps of the risk management  process. 
 
Risk  category 
A specified range of risk associated with a given level (high, serious, medium, low) used to prompt 
specific action, such  as  reporting  hazards  to  appropriate  management  levels  for  risk  acceptance. 
 
Risk  control  hierarchy 
Prioritized ranking of methods for controlling risk, arranged by order of effectiveness: (1) elimination; (2) 
substitution of less hazardous materials, processes, operations, or equipment; (3) engineering controls; (4) 
warnings; (5) administra- tive  controls;  and  (6)  PPE. 
 
Risk decision 
The decision to accept or not accept the risk(s) associated with an action; made by the commander,  leader,  
or individual responsible for performing that action and having the appropriate resources to control or 
eliminate the risk’s associated  hazard. 
 
Risk  management 
The process for managing risk, continuously applied across the full spectrum of Army training and 
operations, individual and collective day-to-day activities and events, and base operations functions to 
identify and assess hazards, develop and implement controls, and evaluate outcomes. The process of 
identifying and providing recommendations on whether to resolve or to accept accident-producing hazards 
associated with a mission; the design of a system, facility, equipment,  or  processes;  and  their  operation. 
 
Secretarial  Certification 
A written authorization granted by the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Installations, Energy and 
Environment for strategic or other compelling reasons that permits long-term noncompliance with 
mandatory Army safety requirements. 
 
Severity 
The expected consequence of a mishap in terms of degree of injury, property damage, or other mission 
impairing factors (loss of combat power and so on). There are four categories (with associated codes) of 
severity: catastrophic (I); critical  (II);  moderate  (III);  or  negligible  (IV). 
 
Tolerable risk 
The level of risk associated with a specific hazard below which a hazard does not warrant any expenditure 
of resources to mitigate. 
 
Troop  leading  procedures 
A dynamic process used by small unit leaders to analyze a mission, develop a plan, and prepare for an 
operation (see ADP 5–0). 
 
Unnecessary  risk 
A risk that can be reduced or eliminated without adversely affecting the successful accomplishment of 
the mission. 
 
Waiver 
A written authorization granted by the proper Army authority for strategic or other compelling reasons 
that permits a temporary  deviation  from  mandatory  Army  safety  requirements. 
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Comment Number Suggested Affected Environment  or Environmental 
Consequence 

3 Horses Manage (Mowing) Grass 

9 
Horses are trespassing onto other properties "hunting leases" 
Public safety on roadways. 

14 Suggested Affected Environment  or Environmental 
Consequence 

15 Public Safety 
21 Descendants of civil war and farm horses 
25 Cavalry Horses 
30 Descendants of Army Horses 
32 Descendants of Army Horses 
34 Descendants of Army Horses 
36 Descendants of Cavalry Horses 
39 Descendants of Cavalry Horses 
82 Consider them as Wild Animals; Army Horses 
86 Troop Safety - DZs and LZs; Wild Horses 
95 Cavalry Horses; Heritage Horses 
100 Destruction Off Installation; Public Safety on Highways 
107 Public Safety on Highways 
108 Public Safety on Highways 
110 Public Safety on Highways 
111 Public Safety on Highways 
112 Military Horses 
113 Civil War Horses; Farm Horses; Wild Horses 
114 Cavalry Horses 
115 Cavalry Horses 
116 Cavalry Horses 
117 Cavalry Horses 
118 Hunt Horses 
119 Cavalry Horses 
120 Cavalry Horses 
121 Civil War Horses 
122 Cavalry Horses 
123 Cavalry Horses 
124 Cavalry Horses 
125 Cavalry Horses 
126 Cavalry Horses; Farm Horses 
127 Cavalry Horses 
128 Cavalry Horses 
129 Cavalry Horses 
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Comment Number Suggested Affected Environment  or Environmental 
Consequence 

130 
Cavalry Horses 
Horse Safety 

131 Cavalry Horses 
132 Cavalry Horses 
133 Cavalry Horses 
134 Cavalry Horses 
135 Cavalry Horses 
136 Cavalry Horses 
137 Cavalry Horses 
138 Cavalry Horses 
139 Cavalry Horses 
140 Cavalry Horses 
141 Cavalry Horses 
142 Public Safety on Highways 
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Notice of Intent to Conduct an Environmental Assessment for Proposed Action to Eliminate 

Trespass Horses at Fort Polk, LA 

 

Public Notice 

 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Army regulations, the Army is 

seeking input as well as the participation of animal rights groups and other subject matter experts in 

developing appropriate alternatives to eliminate trespass horses from the Fort Polk Military Reservation 

and the Peason Ridge Military Training Area. The U.S. Army Joint Readiness Training Center and Fort 

Polk will provide opportunities for interested agencies, organizations, and individuals for help in 

determining the appropriate scope of the Environmental Assessment (EA) to include alternative actions 

and issues of concern to be considered and analyzed.  

 

Fort Polk has a large population of trespass horses. The U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 

Louisiana has determined the horses are trespass livestock to which the Wild Free Roaming Horses and 

Burros Protection Act of 1971 is not applicable. 

 

The population of trespass horses that remain on the training landscape imposes a safety conflict with 

training activities. This safety risk is unacceptable for troops, Army equipment, and the horses 

themselves. 

 

The EA will evaluate potential impacts associated with a wide range of alternatives regarding the 

disposition of the trespass horses. The analysis process will identify affected resources, evaluate effects of 

the proposed actions on those resources, determine alternative implementation methods, and, if necessary, 

recommend mitigation measures.  

 

No decision on any actions regarding the horses or the disposition of the horses will be made until after 

completion of the EA and careful consideration of issues of concern and reasonable alternative actions 

identified by the public, appropriate government agencies, and subject matter experts. The Army 

encourages public input on this issue as well as the participation of animal welfare groups and other 

subject matter experts in developing an appropriate course of action in regard to this issue. To aid the 

Army in identifying and evaluating issues and concerns, comments should be as specific as possible.  

 

Please submit comments to usarmy.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-public-response@mail.mil or to the address 

shown below no later than 30 days from the date of this notice so that your comments and ideas can be 

addressed in the EA. 

 

JRTC and Fort Polk 

Public Affairs Office 

Attention: Public Response 

7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919 

Fort Polk, LA 71459 

 

A public meeting will be held in Leesville, LA, to receive public input on issues of concern and 

alternative courses of action. The Leesville meeting will be held from 5 to 8 p.m. Thursday, August 13 at 

Leesville City Hall, 101 West Lee Street, Leesville, LA 71446. The meeting will be conducted in an 

"open house" type forum at which information booths will be established and public comment forms 

made available. The public can come and go at their convenience during the three-hour timeframe of the 

meeting. 

 

mailto:usarmy.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-public-response@mail.mil
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: The Humane Society of the United States <humanesociety@hsus.org> on behalf of Paulette 
Murray <humanesociety@hsus.org> 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Aug 20,2015 

Fort Polk Army Base 

Thursday, August 20, 2015 1:17 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Humane management for Fort Polk's horses 

As a Louisiana resident, I do not support the roundup and removal of all of Fort Polk's horses, especially when 
better options exist for their management. Instead, I would like to request that Fort Polk humanely limits the 
reproduction of the horses living on the base through the implementation of fertili!J control tools. 

Using fertility control is the least stressful option to the individual animals involved, and will help to slow horse 
population growth rates, reducing the need for future removals. 

I urge Fort Polk to consider fertility control -- it's the management option the public. supports. Also has any 
thought been given to donatillg these wonderful animals as ~!-tv!.Ai-""ce..__an ..... i ... m.o.l:a~ls~fo~r~h:.:::an=dl::· c:::ap~p!::.:e:::d:..c::h:i,::ld:r:en:.:_? 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Paulette Murray 
5205 Sussex Ave 
Shreveport, LA 71108-2939 
(318) 636-4054 
paulettemunay65@yahoo.com 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: The Humane Society of the United States  on behalf of Gail 
Marceaux  

Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2015 12:46 PM 
To: 
Subject: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Humane management for Fort Polk's horses 

Aug 20, 2015 

Fort Polk Army Base 

As a Louisiana resident, I do not support the roundup and removal of all of Fort Polk's horses, especially when 
better options exist for their management. Instead, I would like to request that Fort Polk humanely limits the 
reproduction of the horses living on the base through the implementation of fertility control tools. 

Using fe1tility control is the least stressful option to the individual animals involved, and will help to slow horse 
population growth rates, reducing the need for future removals. 

I urge Fort Polk to considerJxrtili!l' control-- it's the management option the public supports. 

Also please consider adopting out these animals to good homes for a small.adoption fee. It would provide funds 
for the care of those animals you retain while providing a good home for so~e of the over abundance. Gt?..._, >e~ fb:-

Whateveryou do, please don't "cull" the herd or send them somewhere that they will be simply shot and used 
for dog meat or glue, that should never be an option! 

Thank you for your time and attention. I certainly hope that this situation can be resolved in the best interests .of 
both horses and humans without any need for drastic or deadly actions. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Gail Marceaux 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Aug 20, 2015 

Fort Polk Atmy Base 

The Humane Society of the United States < > on behalf of Suzanne 
En lund g> 
Thursday, August 20, 2015 11 :46 AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Humane management for Fort Polk's horses 

As a Louisiana resident, I do not support the roundup and removal of all of Fort Polk's horses, especially when 
better options exist for their management. Instead, I would like to request that Fort Polk humanely limits the 
reproduction of the horses living on the base through the implementation of fertility control tools. 

Using fertility control is the least stressful option to the individual animals involved, and will help. to slow horse 
population growth rates, reducing the need for future removals. 

I urge Fmt Polk to consider fe1tility control -- it's the management option the public supports. 

We were just up at Ft. Polk a few weeks ago and we saw a few of the horses grazing. I thought this was a great 
way to manage the removal of grasses/weeds/whatever they eat. I also saw goats grazing and it was quite a 
large group. Are these becoming a problem for the base? 

The base is SO huge I wouldn't think these animals would create a problem. If they are wild, they will run 
when man and machine enter their area. 

Or, maybe some could be caugpt_~Qdtam~.d ruJ._d "!sed as riding animals for people to horseback ride? Maybe a 
rodeo could be implemente-d, l.·iding bucking broncos and taming-them?- -- ·• -- - , 

I pray you don't sell them for the horsemeat trade. Where did they come from in the flrst place? 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Suzanne Enlund 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Aug 20,2015 

Fort Polk Army Base 

The Humane Society of the United States  on behalf of Ginger 
Rushing  
Thursday, August 20, 2015 12: 13 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Humane management for Fort Polk's horses 

As a Louisiana resident, I do not support the roundup and removal of all ofF mt Polk's horses, especially when 
better options exist for their management. Instead, I would like to request that Fmt Polk humanely limits the 
reproduction of the horses living on the base through the implementation of fertility control tools. 

Using fertility control is the least stressfiil option to the individual animals involved, and will help to slow horse 
population growth rates, reducing the need for future removals. · 

I urge Fmt Polk to consider fertility control-- it's the management option the public suppmts. 

"~sTte_d_a-ra-;;~h .in Wyoming that is a good example of what western states are doing to control ;,rra
horse populations and provide secure habitats for the animals. In doing so they have also created an additional 
income stream for ranchers and have limited the number of horses that are culled. (killed). All horse are 
neutered before they are relocated to suitable ranch land provided by ranchers and the state of Wyoming pays 
ranchers a small stipend to take the horses. It is a 
win for the State, the Ranchers and the horses. Perhaps Fort Polk 
could contact the BLM in Wyoming to find out more about the program. 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Ginger Rushing 
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To whom it may concern: I was unable to attend last night's meeting about the horses but I wanted 
To still be able to make a comment. I heard that DoubleS was there saying they could take all of the 
Horses at one .time. They are a "kill pen" and they would sell them for slaughter. 

I know that you may not be able to decide who does get them but instead of them making tens of 
Thousands of dollars profit from the horses set it up so that they can make one hundred to one 
Hundred fifty dollars profit per horse and the rest gets returned to the veterans in the area. · 

Don't trust them. 

Amanda McCoy 
 

 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Classification: 

Moulton, Thomas William (Doc) CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US) 
Friday, August 14,201511 :48 AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM List PAO Public Response MBX Owner 
(UNCLASSIFIED) 
To whom it may concern. pdf 

UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Classification: 

Moulton, Thomas William (Doc) CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US) 
Friday, August 14, 2015 12:59 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 

UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

I think you should brand the horses and keep them or send some to The 1st Cav Division at Fort Hood. 
They have stables and they work with horses all the time. We have hundreds of cattle there now so why Not put 
horses out there too. 

RyanMynes 
 

 

Transcribed from a phone call1230 14 August 2015 

Regards,/ 

Thomas W. Moulton 
PAO Specialist 
Garrison Public Affairs 
Bldg 4919 
7033 Magnolia Drive 
Fmi Polk, LA 71459 
337-531-6134 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Kim Drury  
Tuesday, August 18, 2015 1:33PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Trespass Horses 

What was the result of the 13 August meeting regarding the trespass horses? Wj!l rescues lzs_giy:e~ 

opportunity to save these horse? Please advise. 

Thank you 

Kim Drury 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Tia Maria Torres  
Monday, August 31, 2015 2:05 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Helping the Horses of Ft. Polk 

Hi my name is Tia Maria Ton-es ap.d I am most know for running a Pit Bull rescue in New Orleans. We are also 
the animal control for Assumption Parish (for all animals) 

We also just happen to have a TV show on Animal Planet which may be a great resource that I can use to get 
these horses removed from the base and also give a happy ending for everyone. · 

I also did 6 years in the Army out of Ft. Dix, N.J. Just throwing that one in too :) 

I grew up with horses and they remained a huge prut of my life into my early adulthood. So I have the 
knowledge and experience to take on this endeavor. Ifl could think of a way to help, would you be interested? 

"Raised by wolves" 
Tia Maria Torres 

 

• 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Cassandra Filasek  
Saturday, August 08, 2015 7:53 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Respon-se 

 
Horses around Ft. Polk 

Hi, my name is Michael Filasek. I would like to voice my concem for public safety on the roadways. around Ft. 
Polk. I'm not a resident of Vernon parish, but I am a member of a hunting lease that borders Ft. Polk along 
Hwy. 463. My lease is located on the eastern side of the highway directly across from Ft. Polk in the "Cooter's 
Bogs" area. Even I have had a few close calls before daylight and after dark in that area on the highway from 
not being able to see the horses in the road while driving. Even traveling well under the speed limit the horses 
seem to appear out of nowhere while blending in with the darkness. On the Hwy.463 pavement you can see the 
tire marks all around the Ft. Polk area that are from vehicles trying to stop and avoid an accident from the 
horses. I hunt approximately 400yds from the road and while in my deer stand, I regularly hear homs blowing 
and tires screeching from locking up brakes. These horses could cause serious injury or death to individuals 
who aren't aware or even to us that know about them. At the least there needs to be warning signs posted in 
these "hotspot" areas to bring f01ih awareness to the public. I regularly see these horses, sometimes in very large 
groups, on the pipeline that runs through my lease. When they leave out through the woods towards the 
highway it doesn't take long until you hear all the trouble that they cause. I hope I never witness the sound of a 
crashing car that is dodging one. This is a very serious problem and I am glad to see some attention being 
brought to it. 
Thanks, Michael .Filasek 

Sent from my iPhone 

1 



I, 

Trespass Horse 
Phone Conversation Record 

(please type OR use black or blue ink when filling out record) 

Date: _11 Aug 2015 _________ Time: 0940 _____ _ 

RE: _Citizen called in to DPTMS (MAJ Dennis Meyer) 

Contacter: (Name) Angela Carmouche _____ _ 

(Phone Number) ----------

Questions Posed: -------------------------

Conversation Notes: Ms Crumouche had several comments. She stated she heard Ft 

Polk had ah·eady made a decision on what to do with the horses. I told her that was not 

the case. She said she heard Ft Polk was going to shoot the horses, and I told her that was 

not true. She said she talked to a Mr Bob Baldwin here at Ft Polk a couple of years ago, 

and he said there was a four horse limit for public capture. I told her I was not aware of 

any limit on the number of horses a citizen could capture as the horses do not belong to 

the Army and we have no claim to them. I explained a person does need pe1mission to 

enter Ft Polk property though. She said she knows several Kill-Buyers who will be at the 

meeting Thursday. I told her all citizens are welcome at the meeting to make comments. 

She said there is a horse rescue group from Ft Worth that can take up to 500 horses and 

they even have transportation available and would like to get struted right away. A 

representative from this group will try to be at the meeting Thursday. ·She also talked 

about taking care of some colts before, asked about permits to capture the horses and who 

to talk to do this. I told her Public Capture is ongoing and we would have POC 

information at Thursday's meeting. 

Installation Sta:ffMember_MAJ Dennis Meyer, DPTMS 531-9437 ______ _ 

/D 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 
Signed By: 

Team, 

Meyer, Dennis W MAJ USARMY USAG (US) 
Tuesday, August 11 , 2015 11:12 AM 
Fariss, M W (Wayne) CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US); Brown, Ken D CIV USARMY 
USAG (US); Fontes, Anthony 0 Jr CIV USARMY USAG (US); Howard, Jeffrey M CIV 
USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US); Cedars, Allison M CIV (US); Darr, Troy D CIV USARMY 
USAG (US); Stearns, Scott C CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US) 
phone contact 
Scoping Phone Conversation_horses_11_Aug_15.doc 

FYSA. I know Wayne has had phone calls too. Sorry I didn't get her phone number. 

On a separate note, I was passed the contact info for Dawn Foil at the Humane Society ofNmth Texas (may or 
may not be the same group referenced in the attached phone record.) Unless someone else wants to call her, I 
will call her and see what she wants. 

MAJMeyer 

MAJ Dennis Meyer 
DPTMS Plans Chief 
FtPolk, LA 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Signed By: 

Classification: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Cl 
Friday, August 21, 2015 1:07 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
FW: 300 head of Ferral horses in La (UNCLASSIFIED) 

UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex [mail to:  
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 7:32PM 
To: US ARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox P AO CI 
Subject: 300 head ofFenal horses in La 

If, 

I'm Alex Richmond and I'm trying to get in touch with whoever I need to to fmd out about the 300 head of 
Ferral horses that yall need gone!! Please contact me @ my cell phone @  or my fiance John@ 

Thank you for your time!!!! 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

1 



Trespass Horse 
Phone Conversation Record 

(please type OR use black or blue ink when filling out record) 

Date: _12 Aug 2015 ________ Time: __ 0900 _____ _ 

RE: Call from Joanna 'Vilso 

Contacter: (Name) Joanna Wilson 

(Phone Number) _  ________ _ 

Questions Posed: 

Conversation Notes: She said Dawn Foil will make it to our meeting on Thursday. She 

emphasized that they are willing to help and if we need anything to contact them. She 

described their o eration as the HSUS North Texas and how they have helped with 

£forts. They assist with many rescues and the FPLA horses 

will be easier than others due to the good health of FPLA horses (as opposed to rescues). 

Warned us that people will say that the horses are descendants of cavalry horses and 

should be left alone. I described the format of our Thursday meeting (infmmation tables 

vice a podium) and we agreed this will help. 

Installation Staff Member _MAJ Dennis Meyer, DPTMS 531-943 7 _ ___ _ _ _ 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Wayne, 

For your files. 

V/R! 

MAJMeyer 

MAJ Dennis Meyer 
DPTMS Plans Chief 
Ft Polk, LA 

 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Broc Trahan  
Friday, August 21,2015 2:17PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
horses 

Are yall allowing people to bring trailers..to take some of these horses ? if so can you give me info on when they 
can be picked up and wbaCs...a€\eElea-

Thanks Broc 

1 
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JRTC and Ft. Polk 12 August 15 

Public Affairs Office 

Public Response on Wild Horses 

Dear Sirs, 

As one of the Peason Ridge Heritage Family members I am writing In response. to the 

disposition of the wild horse herds on Peason Ridge and Fort Polk. These horses are part of a 

heritage .... a heritage almost lost when the US Army took the lahds of Peason Ridge and Camp 

Polk after the 1941 Louisiana Maneuvers but that had up until now had been revived by ~he 

Heritage Program first Implemented by Colonel David Sage and General Daniel Bolger in 2007. 

In every landscape there are certain animals, sites, and locations that have a special meaning. 

The wild horses of Peason Ridge are an example. These horses roam FREE and isn't FREEDOM 

one ofthe most important aspects of being an American? We. have many monuments to 

freedom but to the people who lived and continue to live near Peason Ridge these signify our 

freedom and our heritage. And please tell your soldiers and contractors who continuously 

criticize us, our way or life, and these horses that WE WERE HERE BEFORE THERE EVER WAS A 

FT. POLK and JRTCI 

These horses are majestic as the roam and graze the extremely large area now known as 

Peason Ridge. {Not 33,000 acres any more but many many more). This area was first settled 

beginning in and around 1818 and families have lived in this area since that time, but for 

hundreds of years prior the Native Americans lived here. And archaeological evidence shows 

that the Plains Indians followed the buffalo to this area in the winter for food sources. And 

what was the Native Americans riding? Horses! There were 29 homesteader families and over 

35 sharecropper families on Peason Ridge at one time. These families had 16 sections of land 

on present day Peason Ridge set aside for grazing of livestock and for all these many years 

there have been horses on the range. Beginning In 1917 Peavy-Wilson Lumber Company had 

the largest pine sawmill west of the Mississippi River located at Peas on. Horses, mules, and 

oxen were used In the logging Industry and the company had a virtual herd of stock, with the 

Peavy-Wilson Corral Site, a very historical site, located on Peason Ridge. When the mill closed in 

1935 all this stock was turned loose on the cutover timber lands. In 1941 the largest maneuvers 

ever held by the US Army toqk place in Louisiana. The objective of these maneuvers was to 

train all types of units In preparation for World War II. Over 34,000 cavalrymen and their 

trusted mounts, along with nearly 1200 remounts came right through Peason Ridge as the 

maneuver battles raged back and forth through the area. All the sick and lame cavalry horses 

and many who escaped the picket lines joined with these horses. And then after the maneuvers 

and the US Army using imminent domain to evict all these settlers and homesteaders, most of 



their livestock had to be left and abandoned. Yes as you look at the horse herd today you can 

· still see the blood lines of the US Cavalry horses in these magnificent horses. Seems like the 

Army would like to remember their old comrades and their ancestors who they once rode into 

battle astride and would attempt to save them. 

Now the US Government has these horses labeled as "trespass horses". Who represented their 

interests? They have been mislabeled. These are "HERITAGE HORSES" who have more history 

and are more closely related to the lands than the US Army. Since the military took these lands, 

these horses have never trespassed because they were their lands. The only trespassers are the 

US Army. The army has never In 74 years shown any interest in the horses and they have never 

stopped a rotation or any type of training. Ironic that when the Merrill Village was first built 

there were many many plywood cutouts of horses and animals to make It more realistic to 

troop training. You have the real deal with these horses! 

Many people from Ft. Polk from General Yarbrough, Colonel Roger Schuck, and civilian Wayne 

Faris have come to my home and have discussed ways to control the herd and the upkeep of 

the fence around Peason Ridge. The horses were left alone. 

Having been raised on a farm with a large livestock herd (that once grazed Peason Ridge) it is 

easily seen that animals of all types are part of nature's balance. These horses are part of the 

fragile. system of nature still living on these lands. There are more complaints about the large 

wild hog population that drifts from Peason Ridge to surrounding farms and locations than 

horses! What about taking care of the hogs! What about taking care of the coyotes? What 

about the deer populations? I am afraid that JRTC and Ft. Polk have tunnel vision against the 

horses only. Will you be fair in your assessment? In the August 121 2015 Alexandria Daily Town 

Talk headlines state: Army Brass sweating over latest personnel cuts. If the Pentagon is afraid 

of further reductions of troops, shouldn't the army be more interested In providing more arms, 

ammunition, and equipment to the soldiers fighting the real enemy, ISIS, and not on the 

destruction of horses? 

I am 100% against destruction and removal of the horse herd. Sadly we see that a "catch pen" 

has been built near Eagle Hill and personnel have been telling everyone they know what is 

going to take place in doing away with the horses. This is unprofesslonalism at its best bragging 

about this. Sounds like a decision has been rendered and public opinion is worthless. 

In May of 2015 a very successful Peason Ridge Tour was conducted. As with previous tours1 

EVERYONE wanted to see the wild horses. All throughout the tour we stopped to let these 

people take photos of the horses. The public lives them I And who welcomed this tour group 

before it departed to see the lands, horses, and training area? General Timothy McGuire 

commanding general of Ft Polk and JRTC. 

f · 



We live In the greatest nation on this earth and have freedoms, rights, and privileges unknown 

to most nations of the world. The horses of Peason Ridge show us our freedom as we watch 

them graze so peacefully and with majesty across the sand and red clay hills. It is my request 

that these horses be protected as they grace the landscapes of Peason Ridge and Ft. Polk. They 

are not a nuisance; they are part of my history and the history and heritage of these wonderful 

lands known as Peason Ridge. 

Sincerely, _y /) /J. -· 
Rickey Robertson /~~ 

 

 

''If everybody is thinking alike, then somebody isn' t thinking". 

General GeorgeS. Patton Jr. 3rd US ARMY 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 
Friday, August 21, 2015 3:45 PM 

To: 
Subject: 

Fariss, M W (Wayne) CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US) 
Ricky Robertson 

Attachments: Ricky Robertson 12 Aug 15.pdf 

The attached has been added to the AR. 

Thank you, 
Allison Cedars 
Ecologist/NEP A Section 
Civilian 
DPW, ENRMD, Conservation Branch 
1697 23rd Street, Building 2543 

  

 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Louise Thaxton <  
Thursday, September 03, 2015 7:07AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Louise Thaxton 
Trespass Horses are DANGEROUS and Lives Endangered 

I have lived in the Peason community for 32 years and these horses are a nuisance and a really harm to the 
residents of this community. There are very few of the residents of this community who have not narrowly 
escaped physical harm when horses have caused vehicular accidents. 

The horses need to leave- and it doesn' t matter to me - or my family - how they go. 

Louise Thaxton 
Area Manager 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Confidentiality Notice: The information contained in and transmitted with this communication is strictly 
confidential, is intended only for the use of the intended recipient, and is the property of Fairway Independent 
Mortgage Corporation NMLS #2289 or its affiliates and subsidiaries. If you are not the intended recipient; you 
are hereby notified that any use of the information contained in or transmitted with the communication or 
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by law. If you have received 

1 



this communication in error, please immediately retum this communication to the sender and delete the original 
message and any copy of it in your possession. 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Louise Thaxton < > 
Thursday, September 03, 2015 7:12AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Louise Thaxton 
Public Endangerment and Hazard to Community by Trespass Horses -

These horses are going to be responsible for the death of someone - it is a just a matter of time. People have 
lost property - it is only a matter of time before people lose their lives. Over some horses that someone claims 
are "heritage horses". 

WHO CARES? I don't care if they are waving a flag and descendent from General McArthur. I don't care 
, when my children and grandchildren drive these roads and these horses could be responsible for their death or 

disability. 

They need to GO. 

Louise Tha"Xton 
Area Manager 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Confidentiality Notice: The information contained in and transmitted with this communication is strictly 
confidential, is intended only for the use of the intended recipient, and is the property of Fairway Independent 

1 



Mortgage Corporation NMLS #2289 or its affiliates and subsidiaries. If you are not the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that any use of the information contained in or transmitted with the communication or 
dissemination, distribution, or copying ofthis communication is strictly prohibited by law. If you have received 
this communication in error, please immediately return this communication to the sender and de~ete the original 
message and any copy of it in your possession. 
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LWJI 
.'\ tl/JUSt 17,2015 

Public AHairs OHice 

Fort Polk. La 71459 

Al:tn: Public Response 

.Response Cormui ttee: 

ThE· petsou 1JOU mi<jht teceive answers to in re-ference i:o the wild horses is 1Ylonh1 
Roberts. c=rutho~· o:f TI-IE 1VlAN vVI-IO LlSTEl"-TS TO.Ii()RSfS aucl several o-ther -, 
lJoolcs. A(ter ha.vin(j read a nun.JJer ol his books I know he would be ruos·t uvset 
to hear o:( put lin$ these horses to death. l'J1onh.J is the n1an t.ha.t the movie Tl-I.E. 
1-JORSE W'liiSP:E.R \.vas b c1.sed on. I-:le rea1l':) does tall<: -to horses. 

1 have mailed the Alexar,clria Town Tallc article to his horse farm but I thiul<.. a 

co.ll hom the Gen'era.l.would b~ Lhe m.Qst eHedive w<':l<J ofaellin8 hold of hirn 

oncl n1aldl1t:) it cleaY t.h nt'i1is aiel is needed. 

Fla.l3 is Up Panns 
P.O.Box86 l 

Solv<'1115, CA 9)464 
! 

80S-688.J4382 . 

1 could no I. find <:t wcty l:o e-m..:til him so I h ope you will n:J.tJll\.e this calL 

(' 1 - ---
~ey, ~", 

LuJ'~ l0~--~- · I 

La. ur VV eems 

I 

.Lm.ua Weems Interiors 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 
Friday, August 21, 2015 3:32PM 

To: 
Subject: 

Fariss, M W (Wayne) CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US) 
Comments LWI 

Attachments: Laura Weems 17 Aug 15.pdf 

The attached has been added to AR. It contains a contact number to the "Horse Whisperer". 

Thank you, 
Allison Cedars 
Ecologist/NEP A Section 
Civilian 
DPW, ENRMD, Conservation Branch 
1697 23rd Street, Building 2543 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 
Friday, August 21, 2015 3:35 PM 
Fariss, M W (Wayne) CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US) 
Anonymous Pineville 
Anonymous Pineville 17 aug 15. pdf 

The attached has been added to the AR. Back of the envelop had 1) Give them away for fi·ee and 2) Ensure 
Horse Safety. 

Thank you, 
Allison Cedars 
Ecologist/NEP A Section 
Civilian 
DPW, ENRMD, Conservation Branch 
1697 23rd Street, Building 2543 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 

 



JRTC and Fort Polk August 15,2015 
Public Affairs Office 
Atte'ntion : PUBLIC RESPONSE 
7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg 4919 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 

Dear Sirs, 
I read your article in the Alexandria Daily Talk, and it 
caught my interest. Not because I'm an owner of a horse 
or horses; I am not! But because they are beautiful 
creatures and give people much love, devotion, time, and 
hours of work (fields and elsewhere) 

It seems to me, advertiseme.nts could be put in pap~ 
especially in Texas, Oklahoma and elsewhere, and iven to 
responsible owners as to how many they will care for 
Profit should be out of the equation. I definitely would not 
give them to be used for none other then family 
amusement and appreciated for their beauty. ( no soap 
factories) They are one of many of God's creature$, 
coming in many sizes from the big wide horses used by 
the Amish to plow their fields; to the tall huge horses used 
by guards at our own prison, Angola, watching the 
prisoners out in the fields; to the tiny horses, bred for our 
~biidren to e~joy· ~nd._parents to care for. 

Again, I have never owned a horse, but friends of mine 
have! The love and care they give to their beautiful 
animals, should be used by whomever makes that 
momentous decision, again, these are God's creatures, 
and a safe, good home is your 
responsibility, for you are in charge, they are not! 

Revelation 19:11 "Now I saw the heavens opened, and 
behold, A WHITE HORSE. And He (JESUS) who sat on him 
was called Faithful and True, and in righteous He judges 
and makes war." Horses as other animals will be in Heaven. 
The Bible said so! 

I may be almost 80 years of age, but I assure you I have all 
my marbles. I would appreciate a reply on your solution. 

Ms. Barbara Welch Drago /? ~ ~ Ad" 
 . ~ . 

. 

 . . . · . 

;B 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 
Friday, August 21, 2015 3:36 PM 

To: 
Subject: 

Fariss, M W (Wayne) CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US) 
Barbara Drago 

Attachments: Barbara Drago 15 Aug 15. pdf 

The attached has been added to the AR. 

Thank you, 
Allison Cedars 
Ecologist/NEP A Section 
Civilian 
DPW, ENRMD, Conservation Branch 
1697 23rd Street, Building 2543 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Sir/Ma'am, 

Boss, Megan E CPT USARMY NG MIARNG (US) 
Wednesday, August 05, 2015 9:48AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Cl 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Status Trespass Horses 

Yellow Category 

I am writing to inquire the cunent status of the trespass horses. The only information I was able to find online 
was a notice of intent to eliminate the herd. In addition to being a member of the National Guard, I also do a 
significant amount of volunteer work with animal rights groups/shelters and would be interested in providing . _________.---- .._.. - --->OJ- - " - - ~ .. 
mput. 

V/R, 

CPT Megan Boss 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

bellena dotson  
Thursday, August 06, 2015 4:18 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Horses 

Yellow Category 

They are hardly trespassing sense they were military to begin with. If you don't want them there round them up 
and_give them away. Meaning for free they will all be gone within the week .better than being run down by 
tanks like has happened in the past. 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Jessica > 
Thursday, August 06, 2015 5:37 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Fort Polk horses 

I believe that ·wiLD horses of Fort Polk need to be left alone. They are descendants of the civil war/farm horses 
and have been here for several years and therefore should be co considered wild and protected under the law. 
They offer no true threat to the training soldiers and yes accidents have happened which horses getting in the 
way of live fire ect~g_gets t~f haQd 1hen I do_ believe. there .should-be .a round 1JP occasionally 
BUT not with the use of helicopters or things of that nature. There are other more humane ways to round up the > 
horses especially when there are foals around. So PLEASE leave the horses alone, they are ~azing and the one 
of the most magnificent animals! Watch them and learn from them! 

Sent from my iPhone 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

To whom it may concem, 

Liz Rice <  
Friday, August 07, 2015 5:38PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Fort Polk Horses 

Yellow Category 

I just read an article today in reference to the horses on Fort Polk. If the horses are canalled fl r auction, , lease 
let me know because I would be interested. 

In reference to the complaints of the horses being a nuisance, some of us feel the sanie way about the free
roaming cattle on Fort Hood. However, there's nothing we can do about it due to the cattlemen's agreement 
made over 50 years ago. God forbid if we hit a cow ... that's 3 generations worth fmed to the individual for 
hitting a cow, even if it was just an accident. Believe me, they will run across the road in the dark right at the 
last moment. It's happened to me and I nearly hit a white cow that I thought would just stand there in the field. 

I just think that if those horses are in fact descendants of WWII horses, hopefully a horse sanctuary can be 
found to rehome these horses. If not, again, I would like to know if an auction will be done because I would 
make the dnve hom Killeen to get one. 

V/R, 

Elizabeth Rice 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Carol Jett  
Friday, August 07, 2015 9:07 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Horses 

Yellow Category 

If fmt Polk would have rounded up horses and gelded stallions and branded and held an adoption at least once a 
year there would not have been as bad a problem but killing the horses or selling to slaughter should not be at 
all considered 

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 40 L TE DROID 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

·Subject: 

Categories: 

Sent from my iPhone 

 
Saturday, August 08, 2015 9:12 AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Horses 

Yellow Category 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Debra Ray  
Saturday, August 08, 2015 6:21 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Fort Polk Horses 

Yellow Category 

My concern is for the horses if they don't fall under the Wild Horse Act of 1971 but are considered descendants 
of the World War II Calvary horses and are not protected. Then why i§..rl.Ly;ouF--average-f)erson..allo_~o go 
out and catch a horse or horses they want without l?sing_p!.Q.§ecuted. If they are willing to go out and catch the 
~mselves and will be caring for them then why not. It will help take some of the horses away from the 
ar~a yet provide a safe 12Iac~ ~m withouj killigg them .. __ 

-----
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Shawna  
Saturday, August 08, 2015 10:11 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Horses 

Yellow Category 

Why don't you round them up and put them up for adoption or sell them ? I might be able to keep a few until 
they find a forever home. . ---. 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Categories: 

Connie Lashmet  
Sunday, August 09, 2015 1:22 AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 

Yellow Category 

Hello, my name is Connie Lashmet and I am the president of Second Chance Horses, a 501 c3 equine rescue in 
Livingston, TX. I have been following ~he story ofthe Fort POik horses and it had come to my attention that 
there are many slaughter buyers very interested in the fate of these horse. While I do understand the danger 
these horses pose to the public, I also would like to see their removal and rehoming protected. There are many 
other rescues willing to help. I am familiar with untouched horses. In the past 2 months I have taken · 
responsibility for 7 BLM mustangs who were on their way to slaughter, some handled and some not. If there is 
any way I can assist in any way please feel free to contact me. 

Thanks, 
Connie Lashmet 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Melissa Payne  
Sunday, August 09, 2015 1 :51 AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Horses 

Yellow Category 

Please consider a relocation to a rescue organization for these horses. Even if it means dividing them into 
several groups. I understand that if the horses oppose danger and accidents then some type of action should be 
taken, however they didnt ask to be there and certainly shouldn't be put in hands that are going to sentence them 
to death. There are Horse Kill Buyers that are wanting to purchase these horses to send them out to Mexico and 
Canada for slaughter. If people, groups and organizations in the United States will re-home these 
horses .. shouldnt we be considered first? 

Thank you 
Melissa B. Payne 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Categories: 

Rose Peoples <  
Sunday, August 09, 2015 11 :03 AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
horses 
Notice_ of_l ntent_to _Eliminate_ Trespass _Horses. pdf 

Yellow Category 

Please allow rescues to save these beautiful creatures, absolutely deplorable to even think of allowing them to 
be hunted. 
Thank you, 
Rose Peoples 

Sent from my iPad 
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' \ 

Notice of Intent to Conduct an Environmental Assessment for Proposed Action to Eliminate 
Trespass Horses at Fort Polk, LA 

Public Notice 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Army regulations, the Army is 
seeking input as well as the participation of animal rights groups and other subject matter experts in 
developing appropriate alternatives to eliminate trespass horses from the Fort Polk Military Reservation 
and the Peason Ridge Military Training Area. The U.S. Atmy Joint Readiness Training Center and Fort 
Polk will provide opportunities for interested agencies, organizations, and individuals for help in 
determining the appropriate scope of the Environmental Assessment (EA) to include alternative actions 
and issues of concern to be considered and analyzed. 

Fort Polk has a large population of trespass horses. The U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 
Louisiana has determined the horses are trespass livestock to which the Wild Free Roaming Horses and 
Burros Protection Act of 1971 is not applicable. 

The population of trespass horses that remain on the training landscape imposes. a safety conflict with 
training activities. This safety risk is unacceptable for troops, Army equipment, and the horses 
themselves. 

The EA will evaluate potential impacts associated with a wide range of alternatives regarding the 
disposition of the trespass horses. The analysis process will identify affected resources, evaluate effects of 
the proposed actions on those resources, detennine alternative implementation methods, and, if necessary, 
recommend mitigation measures. 

No decision on any actions regarding the horses or the disposition of the horses will be made until after 
completion of the EA and careful consideration of issues of concern and reasonable alternative actions 
identified by the public, appropriate government agencies, and subject matter experts. The Army 
encourages public input on this issue as well as the participation of animal welfare groups and other 
subject matter experts in developing an appropriate course of action in regard to this issue. To aid the 
Army in identifying and evaluating issues and concerns, comments should be as specific as possible. 

Please submit comments to usarmv.polk. imcom.mbx.pao-public-response@mail.mil or to the address 
shown below no later than 30 days from the date of this notice so that your comments and ideas can be 
addressed in the EA. 

JRTC and Fott Polk 
Public Affairs Office 
Attention: Public Response 
7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 

A public meeting will be held in Leesville, LA, to receive public input on issues of concern and 
altemative courses of action. The Leesville meeting will be held from 5 to 8 p.m. Thursday, August 13 at 
Leesville City Hall, 101 West Lee Street, Leesville, LA 71446. The meeting will be conducted in an 
"open house" type forum at which information booths will be established and public comment forms 
made available. The public can come and go at their convenience during the three-hour timeframe of the 
meeting. · 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

 
Sunday, August 09, 2015 9:09PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Fort Polk Horses 

Yellow Category 

I am writing to ask that you transfer the Fort Polk horses t licensed rescue or wild horse sanctuar 
have long been an integral part of American history and as you 
American and European soil. 

JO 

In the past, the Army has abandoned these loyal companions in Europe where many were sold to slaughter after 
years of faithful service. This put the Army in a very bad light and it is still discussed today as the ultimate 
betrayal of these animals. 

These are not the same horses that served in wars but the point is that they could have been. And they would 
have done their jobs well and courageously. I hope the Army demonstrates its respect of these animals and 
appreciation for the species by seeing that they go to a safe haven. This will be marvelous PR as well as the 
right thing to do. 

Many people are interested in the welfare of these animals and they expect the Army to act in an appropriate 
manner. It costs you nothing to do this. It costs bad press to do otherwise. 

Thank you in advance for getting these animals to safety. 

Lynn O'Toole 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Suzanne Bennett  
Sunday, August 09, 2015 11:50 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Input r~garding horses @ Ft. Polk 

Yellow Category 

I believe these horses should have a separate area set aside for them along with an Army sponsored adoption 
program. Adopters should be c~lly screened to avoid sale to kill-buyet:s. -. ·- • ----
Suzanne Bennett 

 
 

 
 

 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

carolwatkins 1950  
Monday, August 10, 2015 10:45 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Horses 

Yellow Category 

I do not like that our military uses animals then discards them or leaves them in country. It would be more 
appropriate to find a new home for these animals now that they are useless to you. They should be considered -veterans just like people and allowed to live out their lives. Military animals should have been fL-xed before use. 
The ASPCA should be able to rehome them. How many horses are there? Give them a reservation to live on 
and feed them. You used them. They have been and remain your responsibility. Try todo the right thing by 
honoring them. They deserve it. 

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy Mega™, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Lynette Dumont  
Tuesday, August 11 , 2015 4:13 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Trespass Horses at Fort Polk, La 

Yellow Category 

You've denied protection and rescue from more than one entity. If you don't want them there, at least do the 
right thing by these gentle animals and let a rescue take them. We the people are sick of animals being treated 
like trash. 

Lafayette, La 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Julie Butera  
Wednesday, August 12, 2015 2:09PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Fort Polk Horses 

Yellow Category 

To Whom This May Concern , 

I hope you don't decide to give these heroes over to kill buyers. 
Just like our brave soldiers stationed at Fort Polk , these horses are heroes .They are America. Their ancestors 
gave their lies for American soldiers. While we don't want to see any soldier or civilian get hurt , we also don't 
want our horses to· get hurt either. I hope we can come to a humane solution of dealing with this and I must 
remind you that slaughter is not a humane option . 

I can see how these horses would not be considered wild since they are descendants of an old farm and 
Cavalry Horses. Also, a military base is not part of public lands . 

I have an idea to perhaps fence off an area for the horses and setting up a careful adoption program . I 
would be willing to contact all rescues and sanctuaries in sunounding areas to see about safe placement of these 
horses. 

If you are able to come up with a humane ,workable solution , I see no problem . 
Certainly,descendants of Cavalry Horses deserve to have some sanctuary space set aside and a good care , 

and adoption program put in Qlace. 
1V.ry name IS Julie Butera . I an1 an advocate for the safety of all Equine nationwide. We must do all we can 

to keep our American Horses Safe from slaughter and harms way. I can be reached at . I am a 
citizen of Louisiana and a resident of New Orleans all my life. All the men in my family are veterans of the 
USA military and we are proud Americans and have visited Fort Polk in the past .We support and admire ya'll. 
Please support your friends and allies the Fort Polk Horses. 

Thank you, 
Julie Butera 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

rebecca  
Thursday, August 13, 2015 10:04 AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
HORSES 

Yellow Category 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I would ask that IF the horses have to be removed, PLEASE give those that wish to safely PLACE them, the 
time to organize and safely and HUMANELY remove and rehome -to either a sanctuary or individual 
adoptions. - -
I, personally, would take one or two if need be. 

Please," for the sake of compassion, and HONOR, let us remove these horses or reduce the herd size in a way 
that can be of the least amount of stress and grief. · 

Thank you, 
s/Rebecca Payne 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Good morning, 

Larissa Seward  
Thursday, August 13, 2015 8:28AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Calvary Horse descendants 

Yellow Category 

This email is being sent to support the Calvary horse descendants located on the Fort Polk, LA grounds. These 
horses should be considered a national treasure of sorts. The Calvary horses played such a huge role in our 
history as Americans. These descendants are what is left of the war hero's that were never recognized. I can 
certainly understand the problem of the horses becoming a lot to handle. I raise horses and work a full time job 
so I understand the challenges of caring for horses and as a ernrnent employee I completely understand the 
issues with funding. Perhaps some of the horses could atio ted ou or a fund raiser could be set up to 
support them. I for on'e""only ~arne across this story recently and I consider myself pretty well versed in the 
equine world, yet I had no clue that these horses existed. I may not have the whole story, as that happens often 
times in this world. But please do not euthanize these animals. I hold several degrees and one· o be 
in equine science. These animals are beneficial in some way. Maybe a program t elp veterans with PTSD r 
veterans with disabilities. Working with a horse has many proven health and psychological benefits. • 

Thank you for taking the time to read my email. 

I am always available to talk if you feel like I may be of assistance. 

Wmmest regards, 

Larissa Seward 
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Cedars, Allison M CJV (US) 

From:  
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 11 :16 AM 
To: 
Subject: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Please find a better solution for the Fort Polk, LA wild horses 

Categories: Yellow Category 

To Whom it May Concern: 

Stolen Horse International is requesting that you take more time before rushing into a decision that would cause 
potential harm to these horses at Fort Polk. 

While we don't want to see any human hurt either, we are suggesting fencing off an area for these horses so they 
can be safe from hrum and any potential hazard. 

There has to be another solution other than sending them to slaughter with kill buyers. This be cruel beyond 
your imagination to each individual horse. I am sure it will cause a national public campaign by the very vocal 
anti-slaughter organizations with your town at the center of the issue. 

Even though Stolen Horse International does not pick a side on the slaughter issue, you may want to keep in 
mind that these same organizations are collectively the ones who had slaughter in the United States removed. 
Maybe you should call on therri for help in re homing the horses? 

We would also like a chance to see a picture of each horse individually, in hopes of connecting any missing 
horse with his or het:Jightful,g~~r. When you have herds like this, other horses d~ get droppe3 off6y not so· 
~eaning people. 

The rise in missing horses has increased throughout Texas, Oklahoma and Louisiana. We have reason to believe 
some of those horses could possibly be in our network as missing . 

"'"""' ... 
Sincerely, 

Debi Metcalfe 
Stolen Horse International Inc. 
NetPosse.com website:  

LIKE us on Facebook:  
 

Never Under Estimate the Power of One! 

CC: Madeleine Pickens 
Elizabeth Shatner 
Bo Derek 
John Holland 
Ellen Wright 
Jana Bailey 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Categories: 

Please save these horses! 

Dawn Mertz  
Thursday, August 13, 2015 11 :29 AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Calvary Horses 
CIMG2849.JPG 

Yellow Category 

Is there any way you can give them to someone to train them as Therapy Horses or Service Animals? 

Or you could get them and train them to assist Rangers to patrol the National Parks? 

Donate them to cities and towns to use in their parks, etc.? .. 

Do a chaTity auction to sell them to new, safe~~ane homes? AJ_,f,-f 
Or even anange for them to be taken to the National Parks somewhere, and set them free there? 

Please look at all alternatives to simply slaughtering them. 

I am Sarah Mertz, I have Spina Bifida. I love horses. I love to ride them. They, and my English Mastiff, 
Melody emich my life so much. 

Please give these horses a chance to emich the lives of other people with disabilities ! ! 

1 





Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

The Hendersons  
Thursday, August 13, 2015 1:45 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Wild Horses 

Yellow Category 

I do not like the word "eliminate" concerning descendants ofhorses used in the war maneuvers in the 1940's. If 
the herd needs thinning out, please round them up and auction them off. They have learned to adapt to soldiers 
and artillery and surely there is room for both. 

Thank you, 

Sheryl Henderson 
 

(fmmer resident of Vernon Parish who always enjoys seeing the wild horses in the Cold Springs area) 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Sarah Bloxom  
Thursday, August 13, 201 !5 5:06 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Horse round up 

Yellow Category 

We are requesting that you take more time before rushing into a decision that would cause potential hrum to 
these horses at Fort Polk. While we don't want to see any human hurt either , we are suggesting fencing off an 
area for these horses so they can be safe from harm and any potential hazard . We would also like a chance to 
see a picture of each horse individually , in hopes of connecting any missing horse with his or her rightful 
owner. The rise in missing horses has increased throughout Texas and Louisiana. We have reason to believe 
some of those horses could possibly be on our stolen horse network as missing . 

Sincerely 

Very concerned citizen and horse owner 

Sarah Bloxom 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Rae Nell Domingues  
Thursday, August 13,2015 5:19PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Trespass Horses 

Please consider humane alternatives, including the use of the immunocontraception vaccine PZP, as well as the 
sterilization of stallions with the use of 

ZonaSta-H as approved by the EPA, a perfect well-planned solution to overpopulation. 

If horses must be destroyed, please consider humane euthanization by authorized veterinarians. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Rae Nell Domingues 

 

Rae Nell 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

JRTC and Fort Polk 

Public Affairs Office 

ATTN: Public Response 

 
Thursday, August 13, 2015 5:37 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Notice of Intent to Eliminate Ft. Polk trespass horses 

Yellow Category 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments in response to your Notice of Intent to Eliminate Trespass 
Horses at Fort Polk. LA. 

I am an (unpaid) director on the Board of Horse Haven of Southern Michigan, a rescue and sanctuary for 
slaughter~bound horses. I am also an attomey for the Defense Logistics Agency's Disposition Services, the DoD 
activity that ~manges disposal of excess DoD property. However, my views do not represent those of my · 
Agency·or any component of the Department of Defense, and I write entirely in my personal capacity as a 
citizen who cares both about the prevention of horse slaughter and the operational readiness of our military 
forces. 

The Almy should consider several reasonable alternatives to the elimination of these so called "trespass horses" 
through their relinquishment to fuedlot brokers or "kill buyers." First among these would be management of the 
herd in a manner that does not degrade the training environs. Given the location of military operations in the 
last several decades (e.g., northeastern Afghanistan, Yemen, and nmihern Iraq), and the likely settings in which 
our militruy services will be engaged in the future, the Army should consider i~ating into its training 
planning the likelihood that its forces will encounter wild horses, feral domesticated horses, and owned herds of 
horses, camels, goats or cattle in the operational setting. 

I wholeheartedly suppmi and would strongly encourage the Army to consider alternatives such as those 
proposed by the Humane Society ofNmih Texas and other animal welfare organizations who argue in favor of 
responsible herd management. Herd management techniques including the gelding of herd sires (stallions) and 
culling of new foals (through humane rescue) could be used to keep the herd's size at an acceptable level. 
While it may be that these so called trespass horses might from time to time be "collateral damage in the 
training setting Gust as they are in real-world operations), it is a "red herring" to suggest that their elimination 
from Fort Polk would contribute to their own safety. The sale or relinquishment of these horses to fe,edlot 
brokers ("kill buyers) or auctions will almost certainly result in most, if not all, being shipped to slaughter in 
Mexico or Canada as several hundred thousand US horses are every year. It is reasonable to assume that the 

1 



horses' interests would be better served if a few are destroyed as a result of their incursion into training areas 
than if the entire herd were decimated through their relinquishment to parties who will send them to slaughter. 
While the safety of our soldiers and the training related requirements of the Army are paramount, it seems 
inappropriate to assert that the "safety risk" to the horses is a genuine factor to consider in the balance of 
interests suppmting the proposal to "eliminate the horses." The far greater risk to the horses would result if the 
Army decides that it is not interested in responsible management of the herd and seeks or allows their removal 
by feedlot "killbuyers" Regardless of whether the horses in question are "wild horses" entitled to protection of 
the Wild Free Roaming Horses and Burros Protection Act of 1971, they are living sentient beings located within 
the confines of Atmy property whose welfare must be considered as part of the DoD 4715 .9 NEPA analysis. 

If, after considering all the information available to it, the Army determines that it must reduce the size of the 
herd, or eliminate the herd in whole or in part, it should conside working with anima welfare organizations, 
either individually, or in consortia, rather than releasing the horses to brokers or feedlot owners. e orses 
are not protected wildlife, then they most likely would be considered the personal prope1ty of the cognizant 
Command on whose post they reside. (And, of course, if they are not required by the owning service they likely 
be considered excess personal property). In the event the Army determines that the herd must be reduced, I 
urge it to assess potential opportunities for donation of the animals to non-profit organizations or the negotiated 
sale of the animals in a manner-that mitigates the harm likely to befall them if they are released or sold in large 
lots to feedlot brokers or on the basis of the highest bid. The DoD's property disposition policies and 
regulations should be sufficiently flexible to allow solutions that would meet the Army's training and 
operational requirements while mitigating the potential harm to the horses within Ft. Polk's possession. 

Unfortunately, Louisiana feedlots and killbuyers (they will most likely present to you as "brokers" 01~ "dealers") 
are leaders in the US' expmt of horses to Mexico for slaughter. In our small (about 30 horse) rescue way up 
north in Michigan, at least four of the horses in our care came from Louisiana feedlots/killbuyers/brokers who 
sell a substantial portion of their horses for slaughter. Even as I am writing my comments to this NOI, I am 
trying to contact a feedlot there to arrange the pickup of several horses our rescue has bailed so that they may 
escape to the safety of our Michigan sanctuary while hundreds more on the lot will experience the fate of 
shipping to Mexico without food or water, being shot in the head with a bolt gun, and then hung (stunned but 
still alive) on a meathook while their bodies are sliced open and their slaughter is completed. You will hear 
how these brokers can "solve your problem" and get these nuisance animals off your base and it is likely true 
that such brokers can quickly handle volumes of horses far greater than any of the thousands of individual horse 
sanctuaries and rescues can. However, before consigning the historic Ft. Polk herd, whose members include 
descendants of horses that served in our cavalry, to the barbaric practice of slaughter, I urge you to consider the 
possible options by which Ft. Polk could engage in responsible herd management with little or no degradation 
to its training capability. If/where culling is required, please consider using regulatory and policy tools that 
would allow the Command to work with animal welfare organizations to mitigate the hrum to the natural and 
historic resource represented by the Ft. Polk herd. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

Robin Walters 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

James Riopelle  
Thursday, August 13, 2015 9:14PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 

 
 

Thank you 

Thank you for your diligence in a seeking humane solution to the problem of too many wild horses at Fort Polk 
for the good of your military mission. 

I would be interested to know the degree to which the following options have been considered 

drugs 
humane sterilization of fertile stallions by capture/orchiectomy (castration) or injection of sterilizing 

.. ~--- ,..._.,c .... - . 
round-up .& movement of horses to other area where they can be permitted tQ_contin~e Jo live their lives 

as wUQJmimals ._---

Thank you, 

James Riopelle MD 

C: J Breaux 

EMcManus 

J Landry 

D Lewis 

PWood 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From:  
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 9:33 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Show respect for FORT POLK'S HISTORICAL CALVARY HORSES 

Categories: Yellow Category 

Dear Sirs, 

I am writing to ask you grant mercy to FORT POLK'S HISTORICAL CALVARY HORSES until proper 
accommodations can be made for them. Let's work together, with a timetable to solve this problem for 
everyone, instead of handling this situation in such a hasty and dishonoring manner; for they ttuly are the 
DESCENDANTS OF SOLDIERS. 

I believe the public would be astounded to learn what is happening to the descendants of CALVARY HORSES 
who canied FORT POLK soldiers to safety, if you brought this deserving issue to light for the American 
people. · 

These are innocents horses are just trying to live. If they must be removed, they can be treated in a more 
humane way that is more consistent with accepted animal husbandry practices for equines. I and others will 
work together to do our best to take care of this problem. Or we can put you in touch with individuals who can 
help provide assistance for them. Just respond with your wishes. 

Let's work toward a solution, with a timetable. Let's prevent at all costs them being chased down, separated 
from their families and sent to slaughter. Not only will this capture experience be tenifying for them, but the 
frantic animals will then be cattle prodded/whipped into trailers to endure a long, hot ride with no food or water 
for many hours, because there is no place to unload them until they are closer to the border. This will be their 
last meal, before they are loaded again to meet the brutal horror that awaits them, most likely in Mexico, where 
the European Union no longer regulates their heinous activities. 

Commercial slaughtering of horses is different that slaughtering other livestock because the tools used to stun 
them are not designed for their long necks, nor extreme explosive flight response nature has given them. The 
result is often multiple excruciating bone shattering blows to the horse's forehead in order to stun the horse; or 
cuts to the spine to paralyze the animal enough to hang him upside down by his back legs, so his throat can be 
slit. He then bleeds out with his heart still pumping as he is butchered. This all happens to the horse who saw 
and heard screaming before him as he smelled their blood before his own brutal, bone shattering stunning and 
death experience. 

Please do not allow activities that will subject FORT POLK'S HISTORICAL CAL VARY HORSES to the 
heinous brutality of this industry that is in no way justified by any Animal Welfare or Slaughter Animal Laws in 
the United States. This is certainly NOT our answer. We don't want this end for FORT POLK'S HISTORICAL 
CALVARY HORSES. The humanity and morals that a society has can be seen in how it treats its animals. 
Please give us the opportunity to help resolve this issue in a decent and humane way. 

1 



Very Respectfully, 

Kimberly Sheppard 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Cindy Gendron  
Friday, August 14, 2015 8:15AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Horses on Ft. Polk 

Yellow Category 

The Homes for Horses Coalition, representing more than 300 rescues across ,:fu_e country, supports your 
consideration of humane alternatives, including the use of the immunocontraception vaccine PZP to control the 
horses on the Ft. Polk Military Reservation. - "-

The Homes for Horses Coalition 

 

 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Audrey Rhoades <  
Friday, August 14, 2015 9:32AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Calvary Herd of Horses 

Yellow Category 

It's almost unbearable to think that my Grandfather's military mount, "Hero," a large dark bay with a Roman 
nose, white blaze and socks, has descendants among this herd that may soon perish! If they MUST be 
relocated, PLEASE allow them to be ' 'r_escued," vs. sold to a "Kill-Buyer!" These are "The best of the best" as 
they are survivors! I would be willing to provide a home for at least one! 

Thank you for any consideration given to the welfare of these horses. 

Sincerely, 

Audrey McLaughlin Rhoades 

(Daughter of two U.S. Marines, wife of a Navy pilot and descendant of honorable members of the U.S. Armed 
Services for centuries!) 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

Sonya Vann  
Friday, August 14, 2015 9:19PM 

To: 
Subject: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
The solution for the horses! 

My plan makes this situation a feel good for everyone. Bonus! 

We gather the herd with bait traps. Mares in season and hay/grain as bait. 
We euthanize injured, deformed, infnm. Cull if you will. 
We then START the breed registry for the historic Ft.Polk horse. 
Every horse is microchiped, DNA profiled and branded with the soon to be designed FT.POLK BRAND. This 
is now the foundation stock of the Ft.Polk breed. 
We then have an auction. I believe people will soon think of these horses as they do the Chincoteague ponys. 
Collector's horses if you will. 
We retum a determined number of Stallions/ Mares, old folks back to a fenced in area of the base. 
We hold an annual round up. 
The Ft.Polk festival if you will. 
Vetting can be done at this.time, to the foundation stock. We pull the weanlings or yearlings to Brand, 

Microchip and DNA profile. This is the stock for the auction every year. 

The brand, tied to the microchip with a contract stating a fine for any Ft.Polk horse found in auction/killpen/ 
holding facility is deterrent to killbuyers. 

This is just off the top of my head in the last couple hours. I am sure In will have more to add later. I would like 
to come tour the base and see the terrain for myself. 

I look forward to hearing from you soon, Sonya Vann 
 

Sent from my Samsung GALAXY S5™, a Cricket 4G LTE smru.tphone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Monica Cooley  
Friday, August 14, 2015 9:23 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Horses 

Yellow Category 

Is the any way to hal~ ~~c~r them? If it is advertised across the news and TV stations you would 
have a great turnout. I would take some. Please keep it humane and in respect of the horses. 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Sabrind Guthrie  
Friday, August 14, 2015 10:37 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
horses 

Since these horses ancestors are war heroes - cavalry,they should be a proud reminder of the men and animals 
that served. designatx,a,P..Ql;;t.io~l~4 which I'm ~ure can be fenced and kept safe so that FT POLK can have 
bragging rights to the fact that they take care oftheir own . After all isn't that what our military does ? 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Stephanie Holoubek  
Saturday, August 15,20151:47 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Wild Horses 

Blue Category, Yellow Category 
j" ' . oc_ ~\A)"{'( 
~~-

I 
ilSV 

It seems to me that an ideal solution would be to send as many of these horses to Angola. Let the inmates train 
them, then sell them or use them in the Angola Rodeo. Many prisons in Louisiana have programs for inmates to 
sell crafts, furniture, vegetables, etc. 'f'itts would be a perfect solution. The money raised from the sale would be 
recycled back into the prison or as income for the various inmates involved in the breaking and training of these 
horses. Many states have quarter horse racing, some might be useful for that in some capacity although they 
probably could not be registered. I can't believe that a base with a Calvary regiment would think ofkilling these 
animals. I know their presence is hazardous but I hope you would consider alternatives. 

Stephanie Holoubek 
 

 

Stephanie Holoubek 

It is with the heart we see clearly. What's essential is often invisible to the eye! 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Lad Cazedessus  
Saturday, August 15, 2015 5:59PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
horses 

Blue Category 

Your best bet would be to contact the Colorado St. Prison in Canon City, Co. 
They have the only Wild Horse program in the Cotmtry. They know how to trap them, etc. My wife & I adopted 
at least 3 horses from them and were very pleased with their service. 
Contact: 
Ted Richards, Fran Ackley, or Brian at  They work for the BLM's wild horse program. 
BLM - Lona . Not sure about this person, don't think I ever spoke with her. 
Prison  
If you trap them & try to sell them for dog food the PET A Nuts & others will raise hell. Of course in Europe 
horse meat is very popular. 
The above folks should be able to help you. 
Good Luck, 
Eugene Cazedessus III 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Leah Gibby  
Sunday, August 16, 2015 8:34AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Suggestion about Fort Polk Horses 

Winston Churchill said "There's something about the outside of a horse that is good for the inside of a man". 

I read where there are a number of horses on Fort Pol that are interfering with activites on the base. I applaud 
the Army's fmward thinking in looking for solutions instead of automatically sending these horses to slaughter. 

There has been a large development nationwide of therapeutic equine programs, with great success. These are 
being used in youth programs, prisons, and even in some ptsd treatments . The development of a program that 
could utilize theE£liorses, an ex:isiting resource, mto a~peutic tool fOr veterans, would be a win, win, win 
situation. Maybe if they cannot all be kept at Fort Polk, other bases can do the same. 

Thank you. 

Leah Gibby 

Sent via the Samsung GALAXY S® 5, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone 

1 





4. Start a go fund me campaign to help with the preserving and training of these animals. 

You will be surprised to fmd a lot of people are willing to help when the right thing is done regardless ofhow 
difficult it may seem at the beginning. 

Best of luck. 
Blessing to all of yot1. 

Dana 

Kind Regards, 
DanaHerm 

 
. Sent via the Samsung Galaxy Note® 3, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Stephanie  
Monday, August 17, 2015 10:40 AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Horses 

Yellow Category 

I am very interested in giving a home o a few of the wild horses. Can you please give me info on what I need 
to do to get them? 

Thank you 
Stephanie Vance 

 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Cedars, Allison M CJV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

bruce and terri hunter  
Monday, August 17, 2015 10:47 AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Tresspass horses on Fort Polk 

Yellow Category 

To whom it may concern, 

I am deeply concerned for the horses on Fort Polk and would like to offer any a~i!~ance in hel.l2ing} elo_saty 
them that I can. · 
Thinking and praying over the last several days I came up with this and was hoping that someone would agree 
and see that it might be a good idea. 

I start school Sept 18th. So I have an entire month to do just this if we can make it work. I will have days off 
after that but am open 7 days a week for the next month. 

What IF ... We can get base to agree. I would agree to a military escmi. They could show me where the herd 
was. I would let them review all the shots that I take and they would be there with me so they know I am not 
taking shots of anything that would be against OPSEC. 
I~ then let al.!_o~ any legitimate ~ClJe or ap.y~,tity_t.ryiu~ to h<dP use all the photos for whatever you 
can do to help get theseoaoies--sm-:-r would si~ over rights to some ouge b.£gy.hQ.!£§ so that the bigge.E.J.e~cue .... 
groups could print cale~iiDfl_m;_books_and all tfie-proceeascould go to raising money to help get the horses 
t~car~of. 
I would not ask for any compensation from any group now the base in any way. I just want to help and this is 
the only way I can. Let me know what you think. I think this could be a good thing. 

I think if more people could see beautiful photos of how healthy and beautiful some of these horses are·we 
could get them adopted more quickly and get others involved to help with the process. 

Much Peace, 
Teresa Hunter 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

AUGUST 18, 2015 
US ARMY 

Karen-Kathy Harris <  
Tuesday, August 18, 2015 6: 16 AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY OR REMOVE THE HORSES AT FORT POLK 

11 57 

PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE, DESTROY OR SELL TO SLAUGHTER THE HORSES AT FORT POLK 
PERHAPS A HORSE CONSERVATION CENTER - INTERACTIVE PEOPLE LEARNING_CENJER· 

f ]RAINING CENTER FOR WOUNDED WA RRIORS; COME ON LET US NOT DESTROY THESE FINE 
'--- - -- ~ -L..:. __ _ 

-ANIMALS. 
THANK YOU 
KAREN HARRIS 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Erinn Tobin  
Tuesday, August 18,2015 9:36AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Fort Polk Horses 

Yellow Category 

I am sure this has already been suggested but many organizations have run events in the past to round up wild 
horses and auction them off or offer them for adoption. The Chincoteague Pony Auction is one example that 
actually raises funds for the local Fire Depmt~ent every year. . 

If you organize an event and broadcast it on Facebook there will be people who get involved. No on wants to 
see the horses killed. If they are healthy and sound there are people who will want them. 

I liked the idea of involving vets to vaccinate and sterilize the herd.I am hoping for the best and I look forward 
to hearing what the final decision is. Best of luck. 

-Brinn 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Hello, 

Mattis, Jennifer L SPC USARMY (US) 
Tuesday, August 18, 2015 7:14PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Wild Horses 

Yellow Category 

My name is SPC Mattis, and I will be coming to Fort Polk in October. I am starting a Master's program, and 
was hoping to do blood tests on the horses if at all possible to look at infectious diseases and parasite infection 
rates, and depending on what is decided to do with them, I would love to help out and use information for my 
Master's research project. 

I have been working with horses for 16 years. Whenever issues with wild/feral horses come up, the solution 
typically ends up with dead horses . Either they are killed on site, or they are sent to slaughter. I have no problem 
with horses sent to slaughter that were bred for that purpose much like cows, but what I don't think people 
realize is that horses bought to go to slaughter in the US often end up in Mexico where they are inhumanely 
slaughtered. They are not like cows. In transport, many are tnistreated, starve, are dehydrated, and sustain 
injuries in the stock trailers. Even if the horses are rounded up and sold, they will go for low prices, and kill 
buyers will gobble them up. 

If you want to get rid of the horses, they very first thing I would suggest is contacting local rescue 
organizations. I would also talk to BLM people who have experience working willi the mustangs in the west. 

... Vrti.iie the~rses are not technically American Mustangs, they may be able to provide help with how to deal 
with the horses if they are rounded up. 

The simplest thing to do, and probably what would ultimately be the most human, ~OJ!ld be gelding all 
stallions. Get some people together, probably veterinarians (I would certainly love to be invoiVed in something 

~ like this), and survey the horses. Geld all of the cunent stallions, and when the new crop of foals are bom, geld 
the colts as sopn as they are old enough. There are probably people in the community that would help round 
them up, and if I can bmTow a horse, I would help as well to round up the colts and get them gelded. There is 
always a chance that mares will encounter a domestic stallion and get pregnant, but eventually the population 
numbers will dwindle if the horses in charge are gelded. 

You can fu1ther cut herd numbers by selectively rounding up the younger horses. Older horses will be more 
difficult to gentle, although it is possible, but the younger horses will be much easier to influence. There are 
many horse stables in the nearby area, and into other states such as Texas, where people would probably be 
willing to adopt the horses. The same process could be utilized that the BLM uses for their mustangs. 

You could also see if the horses could be sent to some of the__£rison programs in the west where prisoners gentle 
the horses and work with them. You would only have to pay shipping fees, aiid I guarantee if you ask around, 
people would be willing to help get the horses somewhere they can be rescued rather than killed. 

I am trying to look at this objectively, rather than emotionally. Ultimately, some horses will die. That's just a 
fact oflife. However, if the Army saves the majority of them rather than sending them to slaughter or 
euthanizing them, that is a great PR move. A headline reading "US ARMY KILLS HUNDREDS OF WILD 
HORSES" probably would not be the best thing for the military. 

1 



Sincerely, 
SPC Mattis 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

AUGUST 19, 2015 
USARMY FORT POLK 

Karen-Kathy Harris  
Wednesday, Augus 1 2015 6:39AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IM M Mailbox PAO Public Response 
PLEASE DO NOT SLAUGHTER OR SELL THE FORT POLK HORSES. 

PLEASE DO NOT SLAUGHTER, SELL OF REMOVE THE FORT POLK HORSES. 
PLEASE INSTITUTE A WOUNDED W ARR10RS M; AN INTERACTIVE PUBLIC LEARNING 
CENTER; A REHABILITATION CENTER OF RISONERS· ~FEW SUGGESTIONS. 
PLEASE TOO MANY OF OUR ORSES/BURROS ARE BEING SLAUGHTERED IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 
THIS MUST END. 
THANK YOU 
KAREN HARRIS 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

DL Taylor <  
Wednesday, August 19, 2015 9:12AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Polk horses 

Yellow Category 

Addressed to decision persons, 
I read of the Almy,s decision to clear horses from Army training groups. 

I immediately thought of my father who graduated from Culver Military Academy in the 1940's. He was a 
holder of the Silver Spur for ridding in the Black Horse troop. 

Times change, but it is a shame that the military doesn't have more than one area to train men and horses for 
services, as well as the sake of survival. · 

I ~:RQY to read that Y..QlE' seni~s p~ j_o ~Q.rk wjth~nifll.ill.Jjghts o.rgani_~i,Qps. Last month I took my 
granddaughter yo v.i§.it a wild horse.sanctuar-y~in South.D~ta. It was beautiful to see thousands of acres of 
range with over 700 hundred horses. 

I hope you cw. fence offyom hors~ and allow the organizations to take tiwJn.:as ,t~rJgnds allc;>w. I am sure 
that putting your heads together a solution wiT OefOtind. Q 

Thank you for reading my email. 

Debra Taylor 
 

i 







Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Deborah Caron < .  
Wednesday, August 19, 2015 6:37 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Input on Horse Removal 

Yellow Category 

As a resident ofNatchitoches, LA I have been following the situation relative to the horses on the base of Fort 
Polk. I emailed a~ organization called The Gentle Bam, sent them a news article on the horse dilemma, 
and asked for any info or suggestions on the problem. They are at capacity on their horse rescues but offered a 
list of other organizations which could be contacted. They also suggested contacting all rescues and sanctuaries 
located locally and implore them for help. 

This is the list they provided: 

Horse Haven of Tennessee  
 

- Mustang Alley Horse Rescue   
 

- Humane League ofLancaster County  
 

- Lifesavers  
 

- Southem California Thoroughbred Rescue
 

- Falcon Ridge Equine Rescue, Inc.   
 

- Tiue Innocents Equine Rescue  
 

- Hanaeleh  

1 



- Safe Haven Horse Rescue   
 

We also have a fl:iend who is originally from this area, and still has family here. He has a ranch in TN and trains 
horses, teaches horsemanship, etc. We have told him about the Ft. Polk issues with the horses. 

I know that contacting organizations and rescues will require time and personnel, which may be limited. If 
there is any way that I may be of any help in looking for solutions (other than killing of these horses), please 
feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 
Deborah Caron 

 

''There are two ways to live your life: One is as though everything is a miracle, the other is as though nothing 
is." Albert Einstein 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Cl 
Friday, August 21, 2015 1:05 PM 

To: 
Subject: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
FW: Feral horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Signed By: kimberly. k. reisch ling. civ@mail. mil 

Categories: 
Classification: 

Yellow Category 
UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message-----
From: AmandaMcCoy [ mailto: ] 
Sent: Friday, August 14,2015 1:23PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Cc: AmandaMcCoy 
Subject: Feral horses 

Let's give back to the veterans. 

My proposed solution to the feral horse issue at FT POLK is as follows: 

Any horses NOT given to a 501c3 rescue or private individual willing to sign a no slaughter adoption contract 
(ie kill buyers) must be Jimited-te-a-pt:ofit..oLthe kill buyer at a net of $150-$200 per head/ after REASONABLE 
expenses. All other proceeds MUST go to a charity that serves our veterans. The kill buyers MUST provide a 
public report of how many horses were sent to Mexico and Canada and how much each animal profited. This 
can easily be given by the kill buyer in their receipt. They list all of that information. 

Let's make this story bittersweet. These are OUR horses. Don't let a kill buyer walk away with $30k to $40k in 
their pocket that belongs to us!!!!! 

Best regards, 
Amanda McCoy 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Cl 
Friday, August 21,2015 1:07PM 

To: 
Subject: 
Signed By: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
FW: Horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 

 

Categories: 
Classification: 

Yellow Category -
UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message-----
From: Nstmib7 [mailto:  
Sent: Friday, August 14,2015 4:08PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Horses 

I recommend that you round them up and have adoption event. he BLM used to charge $125.00 per horse or 
mare/ foal package. I am sure you can get most n reclaim costs of round ups. 

If they got this way thru Army mismanagement. I feel it is the Army's responsibility to fix the problem 
humanely and with the best pubicity. 

Thank you, 
Karin 

Happy Connecting. Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy S.® 5 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Signed By: 

Categories: 
Classification: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Cl 
Friday, August 21, 2015 1:09 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
FW: Horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Yellow Category 
UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message-----
From: Karen Mominee  
Sent: Saturday, August 15,2015 9:29AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Horses 

~e rv\ c .. e-
Wounded waniors is a good prospect for the horses. They work wonders with the vets and their families. 
Killing is not the answer. If the. horses are viable, donate to 4h kids for projects, fence off an area for them. 
Contact horse trainers to rehab and sell as a profit to help wounded vets. Spend sometime outside the box and 
employ a useful way to use them without slaughter and without causing a problem for your maneuver. Killing 
isn't the best answer to animals that serve human kind in many ways. 

Sent from my iPad 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Cl 
Friday, August21 , 20151:10 PM 

To: 
Subject: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
FW: Trespass Horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Signed By:  

Categories: 
Classification: 

Yellow Category 
UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message-----
From: kenderlywoods [mail  
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 11:13 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Trespass Horses 

An ~d£Qtion ~rive would be a great thing. Many people would be honored to own and· love a military horse. 

How about a PTSD I Therapy ranch. Horses are very calming and great therapy. 
' 

Fence an area off for them , allow the public to come and visit them. A cover charge for this would not be 
· frowned apon and couldpay for their upkeep. It could be a drive through park with an observation picnic area. 

Sent on a Sprint Samsung Galaxy S® III 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CJV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Cl 
Friday, August21, 20151:11 PM 

To: 
Subject: 
Signed By: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
FW: Trespass horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Categories: 
Classification: 

Blue Category, Yellow Category 
UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message-----
From:  
Sent: Sunday, August 16,20151:02AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Trespass horses 

They can b donated the West Texas Boys Ranch. We use them in therapy for the boys and if they don't fit 
our program we ram and sell them to suppmt our program. You can email  or call Tanner 
Miller@  

Sent from my iPhone 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Signed By: 

Categories: 
Classification: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Cl 
Friday, August 21, 2015 1:12 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
FW: Trespass Horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 

 

 

 

 Message-----
From: katrina williams [mailto  
Sent: Sunday, August 16, 2015 12:40 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Trespass Horses 

Is this really what we would do to the ancestors of our fighting men .... .I mean really, the world is over 
populated and we are having to take on more everyday. It is no different than just shooting all the homeless 
people and cleaning up our streets. Fence off an area for them or better yet, J{onate them to our 4:-h, ffa and 
other youth or~~~ns so that our children can learn responsibility and kindness in carihg for these Truly 
Amazing Aminals. 
Sincerely, 
Sheridan Williams 
Horse Owner and #1 Fan 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Ailison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Cl 
Friday, August 21, 2015 1:14PM · 

To: 
Subject: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
FW: Keep the herd free! (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Signed By:   

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message-----
From: Dianne Partington [ mailto  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18,2015 4 :25PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Keep the herd free! 

Please consider leaving the wild horses on the 5000 acre pasture. 
And please screen all buyers to prevent kill buying!! 
Thank you for your consideration ... 
Sincerely, 
Dianne Partington 

 

Sent from my iPhone 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Cl 
Friday, August21, 20151:15 PM 

To: 
Subject: 
Signed By: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
FW: Horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

---,.-Original Message-----
From: Linda Arndt [mailt  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 201 5 9:35PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox P AO CI 
Subject: Horses 

As a veterinarian I know you can control the horse pop1!lation withjertili!Y_.2rllg2forts. I also know that horse 
slaughter is extremely inhumane because horses are flight/fight animals with long necks and brain/skull posit ion 
that make stunning horses very, very difficult. Imagine what that means for the horse as humans attempt to stun 
it. If you can't imagine the situation, there are many videos that clearly show how inhumane horse slaughter is. 
You have the acreag~ ava~to fence off a large and adequ~ea for the horses, including a water source. 
You also can utilize fertility drugs lOpte'\Yent overcp'opulation once £.0i.:'seslnerds are identified and listed. The 
horses represent a part of history worth preserving. You will find those within your ranks that want to take on 
the effmt needed to continue to preserve the icons and living reminders of that part of U.S. history. 

Sent from my iPhone 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Cl 
Friday, August21, 20151:17 PM 

To: 
Subject: 
Signed By: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
FW: Horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 

 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message-----
From: Pat [mail to :  
Sent: Wednesday, August 19,2015 5:06AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Horses 

Please consider all suggestions from horse advocacy groups to successfully manage the herd to a safe and 
satisfactory conclusion for all.. .... perhaps a fenced area that provides shade an adequate grazing 

Pat roop 
Lee,nh 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Cl 
Friday, August 21, 2015 1:18 PM 

To: 
Subject: 
Signed By: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
FW: Polk Horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message-----
From: Dawn Onesty  
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2015 10:20 AM 
To: US ARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox P AO CI 
Subject: Polk Horses 

Set some land aside to keep these horses! 
Dawn Onesty 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

1 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Cl 
Friday, August 21 , 2015 1:18PM 

To: 
Subject: 
Signed By: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
FW: Fort Polk Horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Categories: 
Classification: 

Yellow Category 
UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message-----
From: Peggy Rollie [mailto  
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2015 10:52 AM 
To: US ARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox P AO CI 
Subject: Fort Polk Horses 

Dear Sir, 

Please ensure the safety of these horses. They are sentient beings, and deserve protection. Consider the impact 
you can make b@.f<§g with a~at care about these horses. There is a program in Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park in North Dakota that protects the wild horses that reside in the park. The Park Service 
works with an advocacy group. T e ark service gently rounds up the horses that they deem need removal; the 
advocacy group is in charge o mdin them their forever hom Not one horse from here goes to slaughter. 
Please do the right thing for these horses. I'm sure there are other solutions. lets find them together. 

Regards, 

Peggy Rollie 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Signed By: 

Classification: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Cl 
Friday, August 21,2015-1:20 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
FW: Fort Polk Horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 

 

UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message-----
From: Octavia Jewell [mailto  
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2015 7:50PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Fort Polk Horses 

I have just read about the possible removal of the wild horses at Fort Polk. My suggestion is leaving the hor~s 

at Fort Polk within a 50,0 .. 0.1Wre feB%d are]- with shade and good pasture. Herd management can be utilized to 
help prevent over population. -. 

Thank you, 
Octavia Jewell 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android <https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/mobile/?.src=Android> 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Cl 
Friday, August 21,2015 2:01PM 

To: 
Subject: 
Signed By: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
FW: Save our horses (UNCLASSIFIED  

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message-----
From: sheny schappell [mail  
Sent: Thursday, August 20,2015 1:18PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Save our horses ~·e..-. 

r c:. \ oco.... 
Please set aside lands for the wild horses. They are part of our heritage. 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

AUGUST 23, 2015 
US ARMY 
FORT POLK 

Karen-Kathy Harris  
Sunday, August 23, 2015 7:12 AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY THE FT POLK HORSES 

PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY OR REMOVE THE FORT POLK HORSES. PLEASE INVESTIGATE THIS 
THORQUG!I.LY; PR04/.f9E-A-MA:NA&E-AR~E-Pb-AN-FOR~RERI:IA1§...A WOUNDED W ARRIQRS 
REHABILITATION TRAINING CENTER; AN INTERACTIVE PUBLIC c00ER.11US HERD IS 
ICONIC 
THANK YOU 
KAREN HARRIS 

 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

To whom it may concern: 

Christine E. Mackenzie  
Monday, August 24, 2015 3:37 AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
the wild, free horses and burros protection act of 1971 ... 

these so called ' TRESPASS HORSES' do not recognize human borders and restricted access to ce1iain 
properties . .. and must therefore_b,e_nw:=Y_ed to a place where they are safe and can remain unharmed by folks 
from F01i Polk who see them as a threat. HUMANS ARE THE THREAT! Animals were placed on the emih to 
live in peaceful co-existence with us. They don't conduct wartime rituals and dangerous tests in a time where 
peace prevails, do they??? 

It is absolutely clem· that human interference in mother nature's grand plan causes the biggest problems on our 
planet, who are we to remove the last wild things on emih? 
OK, if there is a possible threat, causing harm to these free animals, then everything possible must be 
undertaken to ensure the survival of this, one of the last remaining free herds and they need to be taken to a 
designated area where they can continue to prosper and live out ofhmm's way. 

Man has such a short-lived memory-span and already forgot that we owe all living and remaining wild horses 
our gratitude for bringing us to the wild West, the last frontier ... in the first place. They pulled our covered 
wagons and we arrived on their backs! 

They were used as our only mode of transp01i for centuries before being let go by an army who was no longer 
in need of a cavalry. They took care of their human companions, they sacrificed their lives, now it is time for 
the human race to show some compassion for these noble creatures and to take care of these beautiful, smart 
animals who have saved countless lives during the Civil War and WWl. Take them to a safe sanctuary and 
show them some gratitude!!! YES, THE WILD FREE HORSES AND BURROS ACT NEEDS TO BE ACTED 
UPON FOR THEIR PROTECTION, it still stands. . 

A concern citizen 

1 



-
Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

To whom it may concern, 

Cara Elsbury  
Monday, August 24, 2015 3:09PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Fort Polk wildhorses 

Yellow Category 

My name is Cara Elsbury. I am inquiring about the horses at Fmt Polk. I learned of these horses from my family 
in Lake Charles. I live in Jasper, Tx., I am emailing you to find out if it possible to adout.at least 2 of the horses. 
I have a home with acreage to keep the horses on. I have been around horses my entire life, the horses will be 
very well taken care of. I do know of other people in my area that are also interested. I attend the Jasper County 
Cowboy Church in Jasper, if you would like, I~ll share this information with the church members. Alot, of the 
members have acreage and already own horses. Vje just want these animals to be taken care of and given to 
good homes. It is a much better alternative to sending them off to be butchered. Please email me at the above 
address to let me know. Thank you!! Cara Elsbury 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Classification: 

Moulton, Thomas William (Doc) CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US) 
Monday, August 24, 2015 3:26 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 

UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

I received a phone call from Julie Butera from New Orleans, at approximately 2:00pm 24 
August 2015. She wanted us to know that she is part Of the group about the horses that is not trying to disrupt 
the process and she sees the need to relocate many of these horses. 

Yes they are beautiful and yes it would be great for them to stay where they are but she sees that the horses are 
overcrowded and that something needs to Be done to relocate substantial parts of the herds. She is personally 
willing to(@opt at least 2 horse3and take them home and keep them. She is working to Find others that will do 
the same. 

Regards,/ 

Thomas W. Moulton 
P AO Specialist 
Ganison Public Affairs 
Bldg 4919 
7033 Magnolia Drive 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 
337-531-6134 

· CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Angel Smith  
Tuesday, August 25, 2015 12:55 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Elimination of Wild Horses from Fort Polk 

Yellow Category 

-:ttr5 

In response to the plan to remove the wild horses from Fort Polk, I would like to submit my comments: 

I realize that the horses have become an issue over the past several years due to the growth of the herd and the 
inability of the person or persons appointed to find a solution to. the expansion of the herd. The persons who 
have been responsible for fmding a solution have done too little, too late. Since these appointees have been 
unable to come up with a feasible solution year after year, it is time that not only horse advocates be allowed to 
brainstorm this problem, but that outside experts who are familiar with large-scale equine herd management be 
allowed to assist. This should have happened a long time ago. The problem should not be constantly addressed 
by the same persons intent on the "elimination" of the herd, but should instead be addressed with a fresh 
approach by people with better ideas than have been suggested in the past. Veterinary schools such as LSU 
might have some ideas or be able to assist with large-scale castrations as well. 

One possible solution is to build fences in the training areas where you do not want wildlife. Simply put, this is 
the most effective way of keeping ANY type of wildlife from encroaching in training areas such as the drop 
zone and the airfield. These areas should be fenced anyway since the areas should be secured. 

Adoptions coordinated by animal advocates is another way of dispersing a portion of the herd. While it will not 
disperse ail of them, it is a start. 

There are also birth control chemicals that can be utilized by darting mares with PZP and PZP-22. This form of 
contraception could be used in addition to the castration of the stallions. Since the pens have already been built 
to round up the horses, they could be used as a staging area for this type of intervention. I have heard that one of 
the problems preventing the Post fi"om sterilizing any horses is the Post's fear of marking the hides of those 
animals which have been castrated. They fear that marking a horse makes it subject to being"owned" by the 
Post, which is untme. The Fort Polk legal branch effectively ended that problem when they eliminated the rights 
of the horses to be federally protected by coining them as "Trespass Horses." As such, marking them is not 
going to suddenly constitute ownership. Use it to your advantage to identify the ones that have received birth 
control. Adoption and the use of birth control is a far better solution than contracting killer buyers to haul them 
out of ACP #7 in the middle of the night. That is wrong on so many levels, to include cmelty to animals. 

Finally, please stop with the rhetoric of claiming that the horses are going to come after soldiers kicking and 
biting. This is not in their nature and they simply want to live in piece. The claims of the soldiers stepping in 
manure is fw.iher evidence of the rhetoric that is being spun. People are not stupid. This can and should be dealt 
with in an intelligent and compassionate manner. These horses are not trash, vermin, or "noxious pests"; they 
are intelligent and intuitive living creatures that deserve to live in peace and not be harmed in any way, or be 
cruelly exploited by contracted slaughter transporters. 

Sincerely, 

Angel Smith 

1 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

Darr, Troy D CIV USARMY USAG (US) 
Tuesday, September01, 20151:13 PM 

To: 
Subject: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
FW: Attention: Lt. Col Brian Sullivan (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Attachments: 
  

Categories: Yellow Category 

-----Original Message-----
From: Rae Addison [mailto  
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2015 3:52PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Attention: Lt. Col Brian Sullivan 

Attention : Lt. Col Brian Sullivan 

Attached you will find a six page letter concerning the removal of the horse herds at Fmt Polk. 

I also have mailed a copy to your office. 

I look forward to hearing back from you concerning my letter. Please feel free to contact me with any questions 
and concerns you may have after reviewing the letter. 

Thanks 

Rae Addison 

 
 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

1 



·" ' '' 

Attention: Lt. Col Brian Sullivan 

Subject: The removal of the " trespass" horses at Fort Polk 

Lt. Col Sullivan, 

It was a great pleasure meeting and speaking with you at the public forum about the 
removal of the horse herds. Speaking with you gave me a great insight to the Army's concerns 
regarding the horses. However, I still feel strongly that complete eradication of the herd is 
unnecessary and not the proper solution. I understand that having ~erds of 700 head in the areas 
where training our men and women in uniform can be dangerous; I do not believe that 
eradication is the answer. 

While at the meeting I asked the question "do you have records to verifY the claim that 
the horses pose a threat to the safety of the troops, how many accidents have occmTed that 
produced an injury of some kind that was ca~sed by the horses?" and the answer I was given is 
"we don't have any reports of the kind, we haven' t had any injuries that were caused by the 
horses." To me that statement nullifies the argument that the horses pose a safety hazard to the 
troops, but for the sake of the argument I see your point having horses in a landing zone where 
troops are jumping can be dangerous; especially since horses have a fight or flight nature. I can 
see where horses grazing in a landing zone could potentially be spooked resulting in their 
running over the soldiers or becoming tangled in the parachute. Going with the thought of the 
horse grazing in an open area and being spooked by the soldiers, If the problem arises with the 
horses, what about the deer hogs and other wildlife that inhabit the training area. You cannot 

tell me that deer don't graze that area too. If the horses are eradicated, what' s next the deer and 
hogs and other wild life? Louisiana is known as Sportsman's Paradise for a reason. 

Addressing the concerns of State Representative James Armes and Sheriff Craft 
regarding the safety of the drivers on 117 and 463, how many accidents were caused by the 
horses in the roads. Can you prove that all reports are the wild horses or ar~ they domestic 
horses that got out of someone's pasture due to a fence being down or a gate left open? To Mr. 
Armes comments about horses ' eyes not shining in headlights, yes they do, they may not shine as 
bright as a deer's eyes but they do shine. Deer also stop when they are shined by a light and 
horses typically run from it, especially as the light gets closer and the noise gets louder. This is 
an inherit instinct of an equine, fight or flight. How many car accidents were caused by deer on 
the same roads? How are you going to prevent deer from being on the roads and causing 
accidents? Sheriff Craft mentioned building a containment fence around the area to keep the 
animals off the road that could and would work however would be a costly solution to keeping 

the animals off the road. Mr. Annes also commented that his main concern was the safety of 
young drivers driving back and fmth to NSU sometimes traveling late at night and the horses 

being a distraction. My question is what about those same drivers talking and texting on their cell 



phones. No matter how many laws are made about talking and texting while driving, it will 
continue. Eradication of the horse Herds will not make that stretch of road safer. That road has 
always been a dangerous section of road due to the high number of curves, sub-standard road 
conditions, pot holes, uneven pavement, and absence of shoulders. It also has very limited 
lighting, 

I also mentioned at the meeting that since the horses are grazing in the landing zones, 
why they can't be used as training tools. Teaching the soldiers how to handle unplanned 
obstacles should be beneficial. Every country no matter the terrain or climate has wildlife. The 
Horses can be used as teaching tools as how to handle unexpected obstacles. 

While at the meeting we also discussed the potential rate of the herd doubling as being 
another concern of the Almy. Yes, it is likely that in the next 20 years the herd could double if no 
herd management is practiced. There are ways to prevent the herd from doubling. By using 

simple management practices such as having roundups and castrating the stallions to prevent 
breeding the likely hood ofthe herd doubling severely diminishes. You mentioned to me the 
sterilization of the mares, however the cost of sterilization would be astronomical due to the fact 
that there are no facilities in the close proximity to Fort Polk set up for that and an Equine 
Reproduction Specialist would have to come in to do that and the closest equine repro specialist 
is in Lafayette. There is a professor at McNeese that specializes in Equine Reproductive 
Physiology; but he is not set up to actually practice. The cost related to the capture and transpmt 
to a location to have that many mares sterilized makes that an impractical solution. Castrating 
the stallions can be done on site, in round pens and by any veterinarian and even soth"e ranchers 
and horse owners, who most likely will donate their time and expertise in protecting the herds. 

One of the many topics we talked about was the lack of funds that the Army has available 
to use for herd management. I completely understand that the budget cuts in Washington are a 

real thing and that the funds that are needed to properly train our troops is becoming harder and 
harder to come by, so the thought of spending large sums of money on herd management is out 
of the question. My suggestion to remedy the problem of funding is to open up a fund designed 
to help protect and provide for the herds. There are many local civic organizations that are 
looking for ways to help the community. By your own admission you have only been at Fort 
Polk for a limited time; but you have seen the community get behind grassroots effmts with a 
hefty support of the things that makes Vernon Parish what it is today. 

You have asked for solution suggestions. Use the guidelines set forth by the BLM and the Wild 
Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act of 1971. The BLM studies a tract of land for a 5 year period 
and within that time frame develops an (AML) Appropriate Management Level which is 
comprised of how many horses can the area of land sustain while taking into consideration all 
factors including the wildlife population, the amount of grass and water for the animals and the 

' ' 



amount of human interaction in the area. Once that number has been figured, the area of land is 
monitored and when that area reaches the AML the BLM comes in and has a round up and 
reduces the herd numbers to fall within the ALM. The BLM does this by taking the herds and 
looking at it as a whole. For instance if in the herd there are 50 2 year olds and 15 are stallions 
and 35 are mares they will leave 5 stallions and 15 mares in that age range in the herd and the 
rest will be captured and put up for adoption. Using this method, the herd numbers are reduced 
and they haven't completely eliminated the potential of reproduction so tl:).e herd can continue 

when the older horses die. 

Another way that the herds here could be manag·ed is to have the herds evaluated in their 
entirety, and culling the horses that are malnourished, and /or the oldest horses in the herd, and 

ultin;ately euthanizing thpse horses humanly because they are too weak to survive in the herd. 
You then could look at the herds and discover that the herd has say 60 two year olds, 40 mares 
and 20 stallions, out of that number take 20 mares and 10 stallions and place them up for 
adoption or allow them to be broke and used for training purposes and take the remaining 10 

stallions and castrate 5 allowing for 20 mares, 5 stallions and 5 geldings to be released back into 
the wild herds. Granted that is still half the herd, and over a time period the herd numbers will 
once again reach the number that they are now. This is not a problem that is going to go away 
overnight and it is a problem that the solution will have to be taken and continued forever. One 
round up is not going to solve the issue; this is something that the community and the Almy will 
have to make a commitment. 

For more information concerning the BLM and their herd management practices feel free 

to take a look at the BLMs website at the following link. 
www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/whbprogram.html There you can fmd how they manage the herd 
numbers as well as· how they use preventive measures to keep the mares from reproducing at 

such a high rate. 

As you can tell this is a subject that I feel passionate about and having grown up around 
these "trespass" horses I feel like it is my duty to speak up to protect these herds. My Family has 
been in this area for decades long before Camp Polk came to the area. The horses were here then. 
Granted my family is from the western side of the parish around the Evans and Burr Ferry area 
where another herd of wild horses roam fieely across hunting leases and tons of private property, 
I still feel a connection to the herds at Fort Polk due to the fact that my friends and I grew up 
riding back roads on Peason and the area between the back gate and Pitkin. It was always a treat 

to see the horse herds and to see how many new babies were born in the spring and the first 
person who saw the herd got to pick the music that we listened to that night as we were driving 
around. To the thought that the horses are dangerous to people I have personally seen several 
different horses come straight up to the truck and eat crackers out of a child's hands, I have seen 

a horse follow hunters from their deer-stands back to the hunting camp. All horses are 
dangerous. I can't tell you how many times I've been kicked or at least kicked at by domestic 
horses that are around people on a daily basis. It's just a matter of personal space. 



Another reason that I feel such a strong connection, I was privileged to be able to raise 
an abandoned foal. Hally went to live with a family friend who at 98 years old was using her to 
plow his garden. I am including the story about one very spoiled member of the Equine species 

Where I Grew up on Camp Baker Road, we had a herd that roamed across our 80 acres 
and the surrounding woods. Sadly I lived in the middle of a hunting lease and around a 
bunch of individuals who didn't see the true beauty in the wild horses One spring 
morning, my older brother and dad went to the back 40 to fi-x fence and they returned 
shortly to get some feed and a rope and to get my mom and I. When they anived to the 
area where the fence needed to be fixed they found shot, 2 wild mares and curled up next 
to one of the dead mares was a filly only a few days old. My dad and my brother 
decided they were going to catch the baby and bring her back to the bam but to do this 
they would need a plan. So they came and got a rope and feed, they set a snare and 
caught the little filly. After getting her half pushed, half pulled to the bam, my dad yelled 
"hallelujah," which became her name. "Hally" as we call her is one very spoiled member 
of the equine species and you could never tell that she was born a wild mustang except 
for her wild appearance with her long mane and her short frame. "Hally" is 19 years old 
and is living with a family friend who is 1 00 years old and up until a few years ago, still 
plowed his field with an old fashioned plow pulled by none other than the f01mer wild 
mustang herself, Hally. 

Up until the notice to eradicate the herds was published at the beginning of August, I was under 
the impression that all the horses at Fort Polk and the sunounding area were under the protection 
of The BLM and the Wild Free Roaming Horse and Buno Act. I have searched the internet over 
and over to find the comt case which deems these herds as Trespass horses and removes them 
from the protection of The BLM and cannot find it. For the next meeting it would be of great 
benefit for the comt documents to be provided for the general public's review. 

These herds are some of the last remaining wild horses in the state and in this portion of 
the country. They represent a simpler time in American history and the history of the area. In my 
personal Opinion it would be a shame for the herds to be completely eradicated. I do believe 
that the herds need to be managed and that they can become a problem if the herd continues to 
grow. I believe that there won't be enough resources to sustain a herd of that magnitude on the 
land in question and that within its self will be a tragedy. The area has a dual purpose in my 
opinion it serves as habitat for many different forms of wild life, the horses included, and as the 
training area for the greatest military force in the world. I believe there can be a happy medium 
reached where the herds are saved and the Army gets a safer training area. 

I have in the last few weeks spoken to some of my friends husbands who either work at 
Fort Polk at role play, or are active duty soldiers, some who are set to deploy in the next month 



and they tell me that they. cherish seeing the horse herds roaming in the field. They also told me 
they did have safety concerns about jumping with the numbers ofhorses out there in the landing 
zone and they are the ones that pointed out to me the real safety concerns the horses pose to their 
training. They also stated that while the number of horses affects the training missions they do 
not want to see the horses eradicated. They believe in the beauty and the history that the horses 

provide to the area. 

Thank You for your time and your attention in this matter and most of all Thank You and your 
soldiers for your service and sacrifices for this great country we are blessed to live in. 

Christina "RAE "Addison 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Holland, Marjorie G.  
Tuesday, September 01, 2015 3:52 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
wild horses 

Yellow Category 

Please locate them to other area's or fence off with fencing they can SEE to not get in the areas where they are 
not to be. · 

Let them stay there. 

There are over 45,000 horses in BLM management, and these horses are MISERABLE. 

Start adoption processes. There are a lot of entities that will help and start adopting out these horses. 

Find other locations, where they have space to nm freely. 

Find farmers with land that can keep them . ...--- --· 

There are numerous locations in Louisiana that have land and farms. 

The grass grows so freely there. 

Do not get BLM involved, or ship to slaugher. 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Hanchey, Amy  
Tuesday, September 01, 2015 6:14PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Mary Brocato;  
Official Proposal Re: Horse Presence 
JRTC and Fort Polk Horse Proposal final.docx 

To the attention of Brigadier General Timothy P. McGuire, Commanding General, Joint Readiness Training 
Center and Fort Polk Military Base 

And Mr. Wayne Fariss, Chief of Conservation Branch, Fort Polk Military Base 

We respectfully submit a proposal regarding the Horse presence at Fort Polk Military Base. 

Please see the attached document for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Amy Hanchey 
Technical Lead Service & Suppmt 
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JRTC and Fort Polk, Public Affairs Office 

Attention: Public Response 

7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919 

Fort Polk, LA 71459 

To whom it may concern: 

The Fort Polk/Peason Ridge/Kisatchie Horse Management Group, on behalf of the Fort Polk 
Historic Cavalr Wild Horse Guardians and the Louisiana Horse Rescue Association, would like 
the opportunity to address and resolve the issues surrounding the presence of fre ... r~ing 
horses in the Fort Polk/Peason Ridge areas and including, but not limited to, Kisatchie National 
Forest. Primary partnering organizations are Louisiana and regional area based groups. For that 
reason we can actively participate with Fort Polk in doing what is in the best interests for the 
entire Fort Polk community. 

Our recommendations in this proposal are focused on mitigating any negative impacts that may 
be precipitated by the horses' presence while retaining the positive values that the horses can 
bring to the area. 

Objective: 

This group would respectfully request that we work with you to form a board consisting of 
representation from Fort Polk, the Peason Ridge Heritage families, local law enforcement, 
Kisatchie National Forest, the La. Horse Rescue Association, Guardians of Ft. Polk Cavalry Wild 
Horses, and other equine advocacy groups, as well as equine veterinarians from accredited 
veterinarian schools such as LSU or Texas A & M to manage the free-roaming horses. We 
believe members appointed from each of these groups would provide fair representation for 
the military, the community, Kisatchie Forest, and the horses. Management decisions about the 
horses would be made by the members of this board. 

We therefore request that the military, along with input from our group, establish a 
FortPolk/Peason Ridge/Kisatchie Horse Management Group consisting of appointed members 
from the relevant groups: Ft. Polk, the LHRA, members of equine advocacy groups, local law 
enforcement, veterinarians from established veterinary schools such as LSU and/or Texas A&M, 
and the Peason/Kisatchie communities. 

Proposed responsibilities ofthe board: 

1. Address road artd other safety concerns for military and civilian persons, as well as safety 
concerns for the horses. 

2. Ensure treatment of horses in humane and ethical ways that would exclude mass roundups, 



or individual roundups which may resu lt in injury and death to the horses and possible kill 
buyer destinations for those horses that are captured. 

3. Establish ways to control and preserve the horse herds long term in their homelands of Fort 
Polk, Peason Ridge and Kisatch ie National Forest, allowing them to peacefully co-exist with Fort 
Polk military and civilians of the local areas such as Peason, and the rural communities near 
Kisatchie National Forest's 604,000 acres and Fort Polk. Military lands now approach 100,000 
acres. Surely remote areas can be provided that will allow the horses to remain free, yet not 
endanger the valuable military training exercises that the soldiers participate in. We seek to 
find these areas together. 

r 

4 . Determine what organizations are best suited to assist in the Environmental Assessment and 
long term management of the horses and work withthose organizations. -------_; 

5. Work closely with a veterinary school such as LSU Vet School or Texas A&M to develop a 
birth control program suitable for the horses that will prevent the herds from increasing in -number. 

6. Explore the possibility of ~1-foster~r.lgLrelocation programs for suitable horses. 

7. Explore, develop, and implement fund raising programs and that will benefit the 
management of the horses. Seek sponsorships from su itable donors. 

The Fort Polk/Peason Ridge/ Kisatchie Horse Management Group & LHRA would like to form 
and maintain a cooperative working relationship with the US Army at Fort Polk, the Kisatchie 
Forest Service, and local authorities and citizens to create and implement the appropriate 
protocols by which to manage the area for the benefit of the community, recreation, the 
environment, free-roaming horses and future generations. 

We believe we can provide a win/win so lution for all parties involved; including the horses as a 
protected natural resource. 

Our approach will be from ·a conservation point of view. We believe this is the best way to 
support a positi~e image and reputation of the Fort Polk base, Kisatchie National Forest, the 
outlying areas, and the State of Louisiana as a whole. 

We believe that our plan, if accepted and implemented, will bring about a positive impact tonot 
only Fort Polk Base, but USFS at Kisatchie and surrounding parishes as a whole. In doin·g this, 
Fort Polk would set a precedent of protecting its soldiers and their training exercises while 
paying tribute to a longstanding herd of wild horses, perhaps descended from military cavalry 
horses and homesteaders of the area who lost their homes, horses, and other livestock when 
they were seized by the military to support the World War II effort on behalf of our country. 



Choosing to protect both the soldiers and the horses can become a tremendous positive image 
builder for the military-- and especially Fort Polk -- nationwide. Imagine, for a moment, the 
good will that can be brought about (and publicized by the media) of a military base that trains 
soldiers for protecting our country and also has compassion for horses whose ancestors and 
heritage families have already given so much to our country. 

This area of Louisiana is especially rich in national heritage and is k!lown for its love of freedom, 
love of country and love of kin. Louisiana and this central Louisiana area are hugely patriotic 
and supportive of the military. We are also proud of our history and our heritage. These horses 
are an important part of the history, culture, and heritage of this area. 

Please join us in developing a plan to improve and protect the quality of life for all concerned: 
the b(ave soldiers who serve our country, the civilians who live in the area, and the free horses 
that also have made their home on these vast acres for the past 75 years. 

Horses have been shown to have profound effects on people, often life changing as seen from 
the Wounded Warriors Equestrian programs already establis.hed at other bases. 

Consider, for example, an article published in 2012 on www.army.mil. 

JOINT BASE MYER-HENDERSON HALL, Va. (June 12, 2012) -- 11Approximately 175 post traumatic 
stress disorders have been treated by a unique form of therapy, called the Wounded Warriors 
suffering from physical wounds, traumatic brain injuries, and Therapeutic Riding Program. The 
Therapeutic Riding Program, or TRP, uses soldiers and horses from the U.S. Army Caisson 
Platoon, 3d U.S. Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard), to provide equine assisted therapy fcir 
Wounded Warriors and military veterans. Those soldiers enrolled in this program groom, 
conduct ground work, and/or ride horses." 

"When we started this program in 2006 on Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall, Virginia, we did 
many studies on the effects ofthis treatment. The facts don't lie, this is a great program," said 
retired Command Sgt. Maj. Larry Pence, co-founder of Caisson Platoon Equine Assisted 
Program. 

"The physical, emotional and therapeutic benefits for these Wounded Warriors are great as 
they continue in the process of their rehabilitation. 11 

"If I had the power to take all the 300,000 or however many soldiers who suffer from post
traumatic stress or traumatic brain injury and put them in formation in an arena and snap your 
fingers to heal them alii would, but you can 't do that. It is a process and sometimes a long one, 
but as long as we are helping one Soldier, then it is all worth it, 11 said Pence. "For me, it is a 
pleasure to watch the character and courage of these young men and women in this program. 
It is really remarkable. 11 

Post-Traumatic Stress Syndrome (PTSS) is of concern because some soldiers returning from 
combat to the Fort Polk military base can and do suffer from PTSS/PTSD. Turning the horses 
from a detriment into an asset to assist with helping these soldiers would be of benefit to all 
concerned. 



Our group believes a possible move in this direction could generate positive outcomes for 
soldiers: past, present, & future as well as the community, and would bring positive attention 
and investment in the Folk Polk base. This can be accomplished by partnering with PATH 
International; The Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship International (PATH 
Inti.) which promotes safety and optimal outcomes in equine-assisted activities and therapies 
for individuals with special needs. 

In conjunction with Wounded Warriors Equestrian Program, this program is the place where 
Veterans and Service Members come to train, learn to train, and be with horses of all 
disciplines. All money raised supports Therapeutic Riding Facilities and Horse Rescue Farms 
across the United States.-Why shouldn't Fort Polk become a part of something great in working 
with professional military members and professional horsemen giving back to their 
communities through their love of horses? 

Our multi-pronged approach to horse management would be to assess and determine which 
horses are suitable for becoming a therapy horses. These horses could be part of an outreach 
program partnering with the previou.sly mentioned, well respected, successful entities. This 
approach would all make it possible to allow adoption of horses, burros, etc. from the herd, if 
the management group agrees. 

This would be a function of this management group to determine if certain animals are 
adoptable, and to work carefully to ensure that people meet certain adoption criteria (such as 
vet. references), experienced horse owners, even accredited therapy groups such as Old River 
Horse Farm in Natchitoches. We would be in favor of ado'ption as one of many ways of 
managing the herd and keeping total size of herd down. We cannot allow them to keep 
multiplying on to infinity. Adoption is one management tool to control herd size. 

While we realize that this would address only a portion of the issues surrounding the free
roaming horses, the true wild horses can add value to USFS at Kisatchie & Fort Polk Army Base. 
The value added by maintaining the wild horse herd(s) would positive ly impact all parties 
involved. By protecting, preserving and managing the Fort Polk's Historic Horse Herd, please 
consider the following value and benefits: 

-Recreational Value 

-Aesthetic' value 

-Ecological value 

-Financial value 

-Tourism value 

-Emotional/Psychological/Physical health value 



-Historical and cultural value 

-Educational value 

-Scientific value 

-Genetic value 

-Evolutionary value/uniqueness of the Herd 

-Value of the lives of all the horses: cavalry, heritage, and abandoned 

The board would work closely with Fort Polk to obtain resources needed for additional 
boundary implementation and boundary repair to restrict the horses from dangerous areas that 
would interfere with military training with the input, cooperation and guidance of US Army, 
USFS, and local authorities. 

We would continue to collaborate with organizations such as Louisiana Horse Rescue 
Association, Wild Equs Network (WENL Theodore Roosevelt National Park, LSU, Texas A&M, 
Wild Horse Preservation Organization, Friends of Animals, Humane Society of North Texas and 
other equine groups for an Environmental Assessment, long term herd management and 
population control. 

This would also allow us to address the concerns ofthe hunters' by assessing and tracking the 
natural movement and location of the free-roaming horses, providing relative and timely 
communication with USFS Kisatchie, local law enforcement and Fort Polk officials. There are 
great strides in technology, such as GPS tracking systems that may assist us with this aspect. 

We will also gladly work with all relevant parties to address and so lve the ongoing horse
dumping issue, which has only exacerbated the population issues. Without addressing the 
horse dumping issues, we know the problem wi ll only continue. 

We implore you to finally accomplish what so many before have struggled to do; devise and 
execute an ethical and humane solution to the equine presence in Kisatchie I Fort Polk I Peason 
Ridge that allows the military, the civilians of the area, along with the free-roaming horses to 
peacefully and safely co-exist. 

No other animal in history has served our country as horses ha':'e. Horses helped write our 
nation's history. Please protect the free-roaming horses of Fort Polk, Peason Ridge and 
Kisatchie. Please do not let this be another example of the destruction of what America and 
patriotism mean to us. We respectfully request that you join us in an initiative to preserve our 



Heritage, protect our free roaming horses, protect our soldiers, and the patriotic members 
ofthe areas where the horses roam. This situation deserves professional assessment by multiple 
organizations and serious consideration for safe sanctuary. 

As shown by the public support we gained with upwards of 2900 socia l media followers as well 
as the online petition to elected officials, 1,265 People Have Sent 2, 736 letters and e-m ails to 
Congress highlighting the public opinion on the matter. This number, correct as of August 28, 
2015, is steadily growing. Please see attached document showing the comments from local and 
national citizens. 

We hope you will heed the message of all these people who want the horses to be saved and 
protected on their homelands-- not eliminated, eradicated or removed. Primary partnering 
organizations are Louisiana and regional area based groups, for that reason we can actively 
participate with Fort Polk in doing what is in best interests for the entire Fort Polk community. 

In closing we would like to echo Col. Charles Hancock Reed, 2nd Cavalry Group (Mech.), 
Commander, 1945 explaining his decision to save the Lipizzaner horses in "Operation Cowboy" 

"We were so tired of death and destruction; we wanted to do something beautiful." 

(Excerpt From: Menyhert, Renita. "Ernie Pyle Was My Hero." Xlibris, 2012-09-07.) 

Please echo his sentiment and give us the opportunity to do something beautiful together. 

Acting as representatives for Fort Polk's Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians, Louisiana Horse Rescue 
Association, Peason Ridge Heritage Families, we are 

Sincerely, 

Amy Hanchey, administrator, Fort Polk's Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians,  
 

Mary Brocato, administrator, Fort Polk's Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians; board of directors, La. 
Horse Rescue Association,  

Rickey Robertson, administrator, Fort Polk's Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians; Peason Ridge 
Heritage Families,  

 



JRTC and Fort Polk, Public Affairs Office 

Attention: Public Response 

7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919 

Fort Polk, LA 71459  

 

To whom it may concern: 

The Fort Polk/Peason Ridge/Kisatchie Horse Management Group, on behalf of the Fort Polk 
Historic Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians and the Louisiana Horse Rescue Association, would like 
the opportunity to address and resolve the issues surrounding the presence of free-roaming 
horses in the Fort Polk/Peason Ridge areas and including, but not limited to, Kisatchie National 
Forest. Primary partnering organizations are Louisiana and regional area based groups. For that 
reason we can actively participate with Fort Polk in doing what is in the best interests for the 
entire Fort Polk community.  

Our recommendations in this proposal are focused on mitigating any negative impacts that may 
be precipitated by the horses' presence while retaining the positive values that the horses can 
bring to the area.  

Objective: 

This group would respectfully request that we work with you to form a board consisting of 
representation from Fort Polk, the Peason Ridge Heritage families, local law enforcement,  
Kisatchie National Forest, the La. Horse Rescue Association, Guardians of Ft. Polk Cavalry Wild 
Horses, and other equine advocacy groups, as well as equine veterinarians from accredited 
veterinarian schools such as LSU or Texas A & M to manage the free-roaming horses. We 
believe members appointed from each of these groups would provide fair representation for 
the military, the community, Kisatchie Forest, and the horses. Management decisions about the 
horses would be made by the members of this board. 

We therefore request that the military, along with input from our group, establish a 
FortPolk/Peason Ridge/Kisatchie Horse Management Group consisting of appointed members 
from the relevant groups: Ft. Polk, the LHRA, members of equine advocacy groups, local law 
enforcement, veterinarians from established veterinary schools such as LSU and/or Texas A&M, 
and the Peason/Kisatchie communities.  

Proposed responsibilities of the board: 

1. Address road and other safety concerns for military and civilian persons, as well as safety 
concerns for the horses.  

2. Ensure treatment of horses in humane and ethical ways that would exclude mass roundups,  
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or individual roundups which may result in injury and death to the horses and possible kill 
buyer destinations for those horses that are captured.  

3. Establish ways to control and preserve the horse herds long term in their homelands of Fort 
Polk, Peason Ridge and Kisatchie National Forest, allowing them to peacefully co-exist with Fort 
Polk military and civilians of the local areas such as Peason, and the rural communities near 
Kisatchie National Forest's 604,000 acres and Fort Polk. Military lands now approach 100,000 
acres. Surely remote areas can be provided that will allow the horses to remain free, yet not 
endanger the valuable military training exercises that the soldiers participate in. We seek to 
find these areas together.  

4. Determine what organizations are best suited to assist in the Environmental Assessment and 
long term management of the horses and work with those organizations. 

5. Work closely with a veterinary school such as LSU Vet School or Texas A&M to develop a 
birth control program suitable for the horses that will prevent the herds from increasing in 
number.  

6. Explore the possibility of adoption/fostering/relocation programs for suitable horses.  

7. Explore, develop, and implement fund raising programs and that will benefit the 
management of the horses. Seek sponsorships from suitable donors.  

 

The Fort Polk/Peason Ridge/ Kisatchie Horse Management Group & LHRA would like to form 
and maintain a cooperative working relationship with the US Army at Fort Polk, the Kisatchie 
Forest Service, and local authorities and citizens to create and implement the appropriate 
protocols by which to manage the area for the benefit of the community, recreation, the 
environment, free-roaming horses and future generations. 

We believe we can provide a win/win solution for all parties involved; including the horses as a 
protected natural resource.  

Our approach will be from a conservation point of view. We believe this is the best way to 
support a positive image and reputation of the Fort Polk base, Kisatchie National Forest, the 
outlying areas, and the State of Louisiana as a whole.  

We believe that our plan, if accepted and implemented, will bring about a positive impact tonot 
only Fort Polk Base, but USFS at Kisatchie and surrounding parishes as a whole. In doing this, 
Fort Polk would set a precedent of protecting its soldiers and their training exercises while 
paying tribute to a longstanding herd of wild horses, perhaps descended from military cavalry 
horses and homesteaders of the area who lost their homes, horses, and other livestock when 
they were seized by the military to support the World War II effort on behalf of our country. 
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Choosing to protect both the soldiers and the horses can become a tremendous positive image 
builder for the military -- and especially Fort Polk -- nationwide. Imagine, for a moment, the 
good will that can be brought about (and publicized by the media) of a military base that trains 
soldiers for protecting our country and also has compassion for horses whose ancestors and 
heritage families have already given so much to our country.  

This area of Louisiana is especially rich in national heritage and is known for its love of freedom, 
love of country and love of kin. Louisiana and this central Louisiana area are hugely patriotic 
and supportive of the military. We are also proud of our history and our heritage. These horses 
are an important part of the history, culture, and heritage of this area. 

Please join us in developing a plan to improve and protect the quality of life for all concerned: 
the brave soldiers who serve our country, the civilians who live in the area, and the free horses 
that also have made their home on these vast acres for the past 75 years. 

Horses have been shown to have profound effects on people, often life changing as seen from 
the Wounded Warriors Equestrian programs already established at other bases. 

Consider, for example, an article published in 2012 on www.army.mil. 

JOINT BASE MYER-HENDERSON HALL, Va. (June 12, 2012) -- "Approximately 175 post traumatic 
stress disorders have been treated by a unique form of therapy, called the Wounded Warriors 
suffering from physical wounds, traumatic brain injuries, and Therapeutic Riding Program. The 
Therapeutic Riding Program, or TRP, uses soldiers and horses from the U.S. Army Caisson 
Platoon, 3d U.S. Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard), to provide equine assisted therapy for 
Wounded Warriors and military veterans. Those soldiers enrolled in this program groom, 
conduct ground work, and/or ride horses.” 

"When we started this program in 2006 on Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall, Virginia, we did 
many studies on the effects of this treatment. The facts don't lie, this is a great program," said 
retired Command Sgt. Maj. Larry Pence, co-founder of Caisson Platoon Equine Assisted 
Program.  

"The physical, emotional and therapeutic benefits for these Wounded Warriors are great as 
they continue in the process of their rehabilitation." 

"If I had the power to take all the 300,000 or however many soldiers who suffer from post-
traumatic stress or traumatic brain injury and put them in formation in an arena and snap your 
fingers to heal them all I would, but you can't do that. It is a process and sometimes a long one, 
but as long as we are helping one Soldier, then it is all worth it," said Pence. "For me, it is a 
pleasure to watch the character and courage of these young men and women in this program. 
It is really remarkable." 

Post-Traumatic Stress Syndrome (PTSS) is of concern because some soldiers returning from 
combat to the Fort Polk military base can and do suffer from PTSS/PTSD.  Turning the horses 
from a detriment into an asset to assist with helping these soldiers would be of benefit to all 
concerned.  
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Our group believes a possible move in this direction could generate positive outcomes for 
soldiers: past, present, & future as well as the community, and would bring positive attention 
and investment in the Folk Polk base. This can be accomplished by partnering with PATH 
International; The Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship International (PATH 
Intl.) which promotes safety and optimal outcomes in equine-assisted activities and therapies 
for individuals with special needs. 

In conjunction with Wounded Warriors Equestrian Program, this program is the place where 
Veterans and Service Members come to train, learn to train, and be with horses of all 
disciplines. All money raised supports Therapeutic Riding Facilities and Horse Rescue Farms 
across the United States. Why shouldn't Fort Polk become a part of something great in working 
with professional military members and professional horsemen giving back to their 
communities through their love of horses? 

Our multi-pronged approach to horse management would be to assess and determine which 
horses are suitable for becoming a therapy horses. These horses could be part of an outreach 
program partnering with the previously mentioned, well respected, successful entities. This 
approach would all make it possible to allow adoption of horses, burros, etc. from the herd, if 
the management group agrees.  

This would be a function of this management group to determine if certain animals are 
adoptable, and to work carefully to ensure that people meet certain adoption criteria (such as 
vet. references), experienced horse owners, even accredited therapy groups such as Old River 
Horse Farm in Natchitoches. We would be in favor of adoption as one of many ways of 
managing the herd and keeping total size of herd down. We cannot allow them to keep 
multiplying on to infinity. Adoption is one management tool to control herd size. 

While we realize that this would address only a portion of the issues surrounding the free-
roaming horses, the true wild horses can add value to USFS at Kisatchie & Fort Polk Army Base. 
The value added by maintaining the wild horse herd(s) would positively impact all parties 
involved. By protecting, preserving and managing the Fort Polk's Historic Horse Herd, please 
consider the following value and benefits: 

-Recreational Value 

-Aesthetic value 

-Ecological value 

-Financial value 

-Tourism value  

 

-Emotional/Psychological/Physical health value 
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-Historical and cultural value 

-Educational value 

-Scientific value 

-Genetic value 

-Evolutionary value/uniqueness of the Herd 

-Value of the lives of all the horses: cavalry, heritage, and abandoned 

 

The board would work closely with Fort Polk to obtain resources needed for additional 
boundary implementation and boundary repair to restrict the horses from dangerous areas that 
would interfere with military training with the input, cooperation and guidance of US Army, 
USFS, and local authorities.  

We would continue to collaborate with organizations such as Louisiana Horse Rescue 
Association, Wild Equs Network (WEN), Theodore Roosevelt National Park, LSU, Texas A&M, 
Wild Horse Preservation Organization, Friends of Animals, Humane Society of North Texas and 
other equine groups for an Environmental Assessment, long term herd management and 
population control.  

This would also allow us to address the concerns of the hunters by assessing and tracking the 
natural movement and location of the free-roaming horses, providing relative and timely 
communication with USFS Kisatchie, local law enforcement and Fort Polk officials. There are 
great strides in technology, such as GPS tracking systems that may assist us with this aspect.  

We will also gladly work with all relevant parties to address and solve the ongoing horse-
dumping issue, which has only exacerbated the population issues. Without addressing the 
horse dumping issues, we know the problem will only continue.  

We implore you to finally accomplish what so many before have struggled to do; devise and 
execute an ethical and humane solution to the equine presence in Kisatchie / Fort Polk / Peason 
Ridge that allows the military, the civilians of the area, along with the free-roaming horses to 
peacefully and safely co-exist. 

No other animal in history has served our country as horses have. Horses helped write our 
nation's history. Please protect the free-roaming horses of Fort Polk, Peason Ridge and 
Kisatchie. Please do not let this be another example of the destruction of what America and 
patriotism mean to us. We respectfully request that you join us in an initiative to preserve our  
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Heritage, protect our free roaming horses, protect our soldiers, and the patriotic members 
ofthe areas where the horses roam. This situation deserves professional assessment by multiple 
organizations and serious consideration for safe sanctuary. 

As shown by the public support we gained with upwards of 2900 social media followers as well 
as the online petition to elected officials, 1,265 People Have Sent 2,736 letters and e-mails to 
Congress highlighting the public opinion on the matter. This number, correct as of August 28, 
2015, is steadily growing. Please see attached document showing the comments from local and 
national citizens.  

We hope you will heed the message of all these people who want the horses to be saved and 
protected on their homelands -- not eliminated, eradicated or removed. Primary partnering 
organizations are Louisiana and regional area based groups, for that reason we can actively 
participate with Fort Polk in doing what is in best interests for the entire Fort Polk community.  

In closing we would like to echo Col. Charles Hancock Reed, 2nd Cavalry Group (Mech.), 
Commander, 1945 explaining his decision to save the Lipizzaner horses in “Operation Cowboy”  

   “We were so tired of death and destruction; we wanted to do something beautiful.”  

(Excerpt From: Menyhert, Renita. “Ernie Pyle Was My Hero.” Xlibris, 2012-09-07.) 

Please echo his sentiment and give us the opportunity to do something beautiful together.  

Acting as representatives for Fort Polk's Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians, Louisiana Horse Rescue 
Association, Peason Ridge Heritage Families, we are  

Sincerely, 

Amy Hanchey, administrator, Fort Polk's Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians,  
 

 

Mary Brocato, administrator, Fort Polk's Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians; board of directors, La. 
Horse Rescue Association,  

 

Rickey Robertson, administrator, Fort Polk's Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians; Peason Ridge 
Heritage Families,  
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Friday, September 04, 2015 12:26 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Cc: Lawrence, Mary E CIV USARMY JRTC HQ (US); Sullivan, Brian P LTC USARMY JRTC HQ 

(US)
Subject: FW: Official Proposal Re: Horse Presence
Attachments: JRTC and Fort Polk Horse Proposal final.docx

Allison, for the AR --- there is no need to print it out as I have a copy that was mailed to me in my in box in my 
office ---- the CGs also received one. 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

(cell) 
 

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Hanchey, Amy [mailto:   
Sent: Tuesday, September 01, 2015 6:14 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Cc: Mary Brocato;  
Subject: Official Proposal Re: Horse Presence 
 
To the attention of Brigadier General Timothy P. McGuire, Commanding General, Joint Readiness Training 
Center  and Fort Polk Military Base  
 
And Mr. Wayne Fariss, Chief of Conservation Branch, Fort Polk Military Base 
 
  
 
We respectfully submit a proposal regarding the Horse presence at Fort Polk Military Base.  
 
Please see the attached document for your consideration.  
 
  
 
Sincerely,  
 
  
 
Amy Hanchey 
Technical Lead Service & Support 
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Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in IMMEDIATE DANGER | Petition2Congress

http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/[8/19/2015 12:36:38 PM]

 SubmitAction Home Legislator Directory Start a Petition

1 minute ago    link Susan S. from Tullahoma, TN

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 minute ago    link marie g. from Sicklerville, NJ

 signed.

1 minute ago    link Debora M. from Scottown, OH

 signed.

5 minutes ago    link Elatia G. from Royal Oak, MI

 writes:

Flag Comment

Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in
 IMMEDIATE DANGER

 337 People Have Sent 764 Letters and Emails

Take Action Now

Some recent comments: these messages are published with permission of the signer.

I am outraged that my tax money would be used to remove these horses and leave them

 vulnerable to slaughter.

Leave the horses alone!

<< prev 2 3 4 next >>1
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Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in IMMEDIATE DANGER | Petition2Congress

http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/[8/19/2015 12:36:38 PM]

6 minutes ago    link Diane C. from Middletown, DE

 signed.

7 minutes ago    link marjorie h. from Summerhill, PA

 signed.

8 minutes ago    link Angie M. from Mesa, AZ

 writes:

Flag Comment

8 minutes ago    link Sandra S. from Prineville, OR

 signed.

9 minutes ago    link Barbara G. from Appleton, WI

 writes:

Flag Comment

9 minutes ago    link Teresa S. from Marietta, OK

 signed.

15 minutes ago    link Someone from Salem, OR

 writes:

Flag Comment

19 minutes ago    link Stephanie S. from Meridian, MS

 signed.

19 minutes ago    link Cynthia C. from Wellsville, PA

 writes:

Don't understand people these horses are WII Calvalry descendants. They need to be protected.

 They have served mankind for centuries. these are our horse and need to be saved!!!

Please stop destroying all horses that are part of our heritage. You work for us....LISTEN!!!!

Do not slaughter these horses as they are intelligent, sentient mammals that have faithfully served

 mankind for centuries and deserve to live their lives in peace and contentment!

Leave the horses alone!
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Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in IMMEDIATE DANGER | Petition2Congress

http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/[8/19/2015 12:36:38 PM]

Flag Comment

20 minutes ago    link Allison D. from Ashtabula, OH

 signed.

22 minutes ago    link Windy V. from Johnsonville, SC

 signed.

22 minutes ago    link Kristine L. from Vancouver, WA

 signed.

23 minutes ago    link Tammy M. from Cherokee, IA

 signed.

24 minutes ago    link Someone from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

24 minutes ago    link Windy V. from Johnsonville, SC

 signed.

24 minutes ago    link Someone from Canton, OH

 signed.

25 minutes ago    link Sharon K. from Beverly Hills, CA

 writes:

Flag Comment

25 minutes ago    link Elizabeth F. from Crossville, IL

 signed.

27 minutes ago    link Billie F. from Canton, IL

 writes:

Signing this petition is a waste of time. If you want to save the horses, sign up to adopt a horse. If

 you do nothing, then expect nothing to be done. "It it's to be, it has to begin with me."

No horse should be murdered for any reason...what part of "Thou shalt not kill" is beyond human

 understanding? A nation that does not keep God's laws is doomed to feel Divine Justice when

 Christ comes to reclaim His legacy.

These horses belong to the tax payers of the United States of America . They are descendants of

 Fort Polks WWII Cavalry horses. The last few years our government has been rounding up
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Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in IMMEDIATE DANGER | Petition2Congress

http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/[8/19/2015 12:36:38 PM]

Flag Comment

27 minutes ago    link Sheila D. from Durant, OK

 signed.

27 minutes ago    link Lisa J. from Shreveport, LA

 signed.

27 minutes ago    link Maureen D. from Canoga Park, CA

 signed.

33 minutes ago    link Sharon m. from Bellaire, TX

 signed.

34 minutes ago    link Anne H. from Woodstock, VT

 signed.

35 minutes ago    link Patti W. from Knoxville, TN

 signed.

35 minutes ago    link Becky M. from Fairview, UT

 signed.

35 minutes ago    link Jill F. from Redwood City, CA

 writes:

Flag Comment

35 minutes ago    link Lisabeth G. from Seekonk, MA

 writes:

 America's Wild Mustangs,and Burros. This has to stop before there are no more left. Many

 American's did not know that this was happening. We have asked our government to stop these

 very stressful helicopter round ups. Many horses & burros have been killed, mares have aborted

 their babies after being ran for up to 20 miles to be caught. Then they are put in holding pens,

 which the tax payers are paying for. They have no shelter from hot sun, rain,or snow. They live in

 inhumane conditions. They could be left in their herds to take care of themselves. Birth control

 methods should have been used many years ago, to limit herd size. Now the BLM is sending

 them to their death, by allowing them to be sold to KILL BUYERS. These poor horses are trucked

 into Mexico to be killed in a very inhumane way. Don't send America's War Horses to their death,

 and let Kill Buyers profit.

These horses should be protected.

These horses need to be protected!!! Horses are NOT LIVESTOCK to be eaten. We do not have

 horse farms to produce horses to be eaten.
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Flag Comment

36 minutes ago    link megan o. from Independence, MO

 signed.

37 minutes ago    link Mrs. H.B. W. from Clinton, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

42 minutes ago    link ANNE C. from Lexington, KY

 signed.

43 minutes ago    link Kathy B. from Wewoka, OK

 writes:

Flag Comment

45 minutes ago    link Grace C. from Allen, TX

 writes:

Flag Comment

51 minutes ago    link Someone from Athens, TX

 writes:

Flag Comment

53 minutes ago    link Melanie Z. from Webster, FL

 signed.

54 minutes ago    link Linda A. from Mercer, WI

 signed.

55 minutes ago    link Lucretia W. from Euless, TX

These horses need to be protected from going to kill buyers for slaughter in Mexico and Canada-

 You all also need to bet off your tails and pass both the SAFE Act and the PAST Act.

It seems like the republicans just want to destroy this country. Kill off everything. Time to stop.

These horses need to be protected, not slaughtered!

couldn't the healthy ones be used as rodeo stock
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 signed.

58 minutes ago    link Sandy F. from Rock Springs, WY

 signed.

59 minutes ago    link Frank W. from Phoenix, AZ

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Karen C. from Marcus Hook, PA

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Karen H. from Linthicum Heights, MD

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Laurie S. from Ellijay, GA

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Someone from Fort Polk, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Nancy M. from Santa Rosa Beach, FL

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Robin S. from Huntington Station, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Janice M. from East Aurora, NY

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Fiona B. from Lebanon, CT

 signed.

Please I beg you to NOT take these horses home away and send them to a very brutal slaughter.

 These are OUR American Horses! How could anyone that does this sleep at night ? Stop!

9734941492

Please do not abandon the Fort Polk Calvary horses.. They are a valuable part of this country's

 heritage and need to be protected .

#89



Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in IMMEDIATE DANGER | Petition2Congress

http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/[8/19/2015 12:36:38 PM]

1 hour ago    link Colletta B. from New River, AZ

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Tanya T. from Pasadena, TX

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Julia H. from Buffalo, NY

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Peggy M. from Broomfield, CO

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Cynthia H. from Medford, OR

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Christine U. from Vero Beach, FL

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Someone from Lisbon, OH

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Susan M. from Toledo, OH

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Sarah D. from Philadelphia, PA

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Rose P. from Blairsville, GA

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Desiree M j. from Middleboro, MA

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Patricia G. from Holland, MI

 writes:

Let these horses be FREE!

Don't let these horses sell to slaughter!

Please stop the removal of the Fort Polk Cavalry War Horses! This is a death sentence to the very
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Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Karen D. from Ballston Spa, NY

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Valorie R. from Alpharetta, GA

 signed.

1 hour ago    link danielle h. from Wilmington, DE

 signed.

1 hour ago    link kari m. from Rochester, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Desima V. from Terre Haute, IN

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Kathryn R. from Kaysville, UT

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Faye W. from Kistler, WV

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Michelle S. from Danville, CA

 signed.

1 hour ago    link judy k. from Eldorado, IL

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Molly M. from Paducah, KY

 writes:

 horses this country was built on. These horses deserve protection. Really?! 1 - 50 horses per

 permit? This is disgusting! Please stop this roundup and protect what is left of these incredible

 WWII Cavalry War Horses for future generations to see and appreciate! Please re-evaluate and

 give these horses protected status! Thank you!

Shouldn't be killing the animal that helped make this country. The government has no respect.

Shame on our government for selling our history to be slaughtered like garbage!! This needs to

 stop!
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Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link kathie s. from Charlotte, NC

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link marty c. from Jamestown, TN

 signed.

1 hour ago    link maria d. from Summerville, SC

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Shari A. from Summit, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link kathie s. from Charlotte, NC

 writes:

These horses are in danger of Slaughter 

 with your maximum of 50 horses per permit!

 Please lower this to 2 per permit!

 Kill buyers will come and take them to 

 Mexico for slaughter!

 BAN KILL BUYERS

 WHY is our government turning their back

 on these precious horses, who are

 Innocent!!!!! Money!? 

 SHAMEFUL

These are native American born an raised here that makes them a US CITIZEN NOT

 SLAUGHTER FOR YOU TOO PROFIT BY...

let them be! These horses deserve the same right of passage as their ancestors...

This rounding up of horses through out the states must stop! You are selling to kill buyers who

 have been caught unloading the horses they can't take to slaughter, and taking them there and

 letting them go! Much of this is by their hands!!

These are native American born an raised here that makes them a US CITIZEN NOT

 SLAUGHTER FOR YOU TOO PROFIT BY...

#89



Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in IMMEDIATE DANGER | Petition2Congress

http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/[8/19/2015 12:36:38 PM]

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link rebecca k. from Cincinnati, OH

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Someone from Mohegan Lake, NY

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Jennifer W. from Arkadelphia, AR

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Bridgette M. from Baileys Harbor, WI

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link elizabeth p. from Boulder, CO

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Shari A. from Summit, NY

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Julia T. from Florence, SC

 signed.

1 hour ago    link kathie s. from Charlotte, NC

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Susan S. from Adams, WI

 writes:

Why all of a sudden are these historical horses in the way? There must be other options besides

 removal and possible slaughter.

"The Greatness of a nation and its Moral progress can be Judged by the way its Animals are

 treated " Mahatma Ghandi

these horses' ancestors served our country and some died for our country. Don't these

 descendants deserve better than the slaughter house?
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Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Tiffany H. from Lafayette, LA

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Shari A. from Summit, NY

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Melissa M. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link denise c. from Perris, CA

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Deanna D. from Indianapolis, IN

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Jamie B. from Dallas, OR

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Veronica H. from Buckeye, AZ

 signed.

1 hour ago    link troy l. from Cedar Grove, TN

 signed.

1 hour ago    link sharon D. from Kingston, NY

 writes:

Leave the Polk Horses run wild. Leave all of our Wild Horses run wild. All of these horses should

 be protected and respected. Work to ensure their safety and well-being.

These horses deserve to stay!!! Spend the time and effort on fences. Save these creatures!!

HAVE YOU NOT DONE ENOUGH TO MURDER ANIMALS ? LET THE HORSES LIVE GET RID

 OF THE $80 MILLION DOLLAR BLM HORSE KILLERS. MAKE LAWS TO PUNISH ANIMAL

 ABUSERS. DO SOMETHING .

As a born and bred American citizen, and lifetime horse woman --i find the proposed annihilation

 of these horses egregious disgusting inhumane and IMMORAL! Have we as,a,society sunk so

 low that our NATIONAL HERITAGE HORSES must be ripped from their homes and ultimately
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Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Barb B. from Glendale, AZ

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Martina m. from East China, MI

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Deirdre D. from Deerfield, NH

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Tamara G. from Flower Mound, TX

 signed.

 slaughtered? ??Cannot this government --that extends its borders to illegal immigrants --give

 homes and safety to horses born here -remnants of proud Cavalry Horses that served us in War?

 ?To say that i am appalled is an understatement! This must be stopped -all Wild HORSES MUST

 BE PROTECTED AND SAVED BEFORE THEY ARE EXTINCT! EXTINCTION IS FOREVER!

Kill buyers need to be banned from any sale, but these horses should be LEFT ALONE except for

 protection. How about more regulation on human activity? Kill buyers are the scum of the earth

 already. What about banning their activities?

Take Action Now

<< prev 2 3 4 next >>1
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2 hours ago    link Tamara G. from Flower Mound, TX

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Carolyn K. from Bourbonnais, IL

 signed.

2 hours ago    link linda g. from Valley Cottage, NY

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Beverly D. H. from Macon, GA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link michelle L. from Cedar Grove, TN

 signed.

2 hours ago    link JERRY D. from Austin, TX

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Anne Marie M. from Hampden, MA

 signed.

Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in
 IMMEDIATE DANGER

 338 People Have Sent 764 Letters and Emails

Take Action Now

Some recent comments: these messages are published with permission of the signer.

<< prev 1 3 4 next >>2
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2 hours ago    link Krista S. from Mullica Hill, NJ

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Sharon W. from Shipshewana, IN

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Virginia P. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link DEBORAH L. from Levittown, PA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link daisy B. from Dacula, GA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link sharon D. from Kingston, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link Nicole J. from Tomball, TX

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Debbie L. from Levittown, PA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Pamela V. from Fair Play, MO

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link Laura D. from Mastic Beach, NY

 signed.

As a born and bred American citizen, and lifetime horse woman --i find the proposed annihilation

 of these horses egregious disgusting inhumane and IMMORAL! Have we as,a,society sunk so

 low that our NATIONAL HERITAGE HORSES must be ripped from their homes and ultimately

 slaughtered? ??Cannot this government --that extends its borders to illegal immigrants --give

 homes and safety to horses born here -remnants of proud Cavalry Horses that served us in War?

 ?To say that i am appalled is an understatement! This must be stopped -all Wild HORSES MUST

 BE PROTECTED AND SAVED BEFORE THEY ARE EXTINCT! EXTINCTION IS FOREVER!

Cannot this Army figure out how to fence off part of the land? We expect the inept to protect our

 country while destroying their very heritage?
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2 hours ago    link Debra K. from Suffolk, VA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Debra K. from Suffolk, VA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Suzanne S. from Doylestown, PA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link JUNE C. from Prairieville, LA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Someone from Farmington, MI

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link Rose P. from Blairsville, GA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link donna P. from Rosepine, LA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Bri H. from Blythe, CA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Vickie C. from North Fort Myers, FL

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link John K. from Jemison, AL

 writes:

Flag Comment

This is an outrage. They have been there for years. If they have to go take the time to find them a

 new place. We can't continue to take any life so lightly

Please let the horses run free...they are the heartbeat that helped us build this country so we

 could all be FREE...

 .God loves the horses and the caretakers of his creation...

If there is no harm to the environment or ecology of the area they inhabit, then leave these

 animals alone.
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2 hours ago    link Jana I. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Donna F. from Pompano Beach, FL

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link Someone from Tacoma, WA

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link Someone from Deridder, LA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Lynn M. from Rosepine, LA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Jessica C. from Fort Polk, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link Pamela H. from Henderson, KY

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Laura L. from Orland Park, IL

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Dena T. from West Hartford, CT

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Alison G. from Overland Park, KS

 writes:

The battled w/ us, transported us West, entertained us, became our friends. Why would you send

 them to slaughter? how very wicked. God will judge.

Not cool.

Leave these horses alone. They boost moral when the soldiers see them out there. They haven't

 done any harm.

Don't ship these horses out, leave them alone......if anything, work around and with the
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Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link Summer M. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link donna s. from Ticonderoga, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link Tonya A. from Villa Rica, GA

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link Valerie D. from Meriden, CT

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Linda S. from Saint Louis, MO

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link Rosemarie D. from Poughkeepsie, NY

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Pamela K. from San Diego, CA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Christine K. from Glenolden, PA

 signed.

 horses........no need to kill them. Afterall, they are war heroes too!! Remember WARHORSE

leave wildhorses and burro alone

Why do we insist to invade these beautiful animals space and take them from their natural

 environment ..... This is cruel and unjust !!! I am livid at such outrage .... These beautiful animals

 don't bother anyone nor do they invade or cause any disruption to us .... We should Leave these

 beautiful animals to live their lives as we want to be able to live ours !!! To take them from this just

 to send them to a slaughter house is horrific !!!! There is absolutely NO Need in this !!! I will Stand

 Up for these wild Horses as all animals and be their voice until my last breath !!!!

The protected status for these living, breathing, descendants of war veterans needs to be re-

evaluated and re-instated! STOP any further action to remove these horses from their home!
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2 hours ago    link Eileen C. from Hopkins, MN

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link Susan W. from Walker, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link Nickie H. from Fort Stewart, GA

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link Nickie H. from Fort Stewart, GA

 writes:

6129689181

Leave these horses alone! 

 Why must you slaughter them????

In this day and age what a disgrace and an act of uneducation. 

 Recuse groups and organizations should be allowed time without the "kill buyers" being allowed

 in, to be able to find places to re home these horses. 

 The kill buyers should NOT be allowed access period. Is this the message we want to send our

 kids? That if something whether animal, person, building or art is in the way or unwanted eh just

 destroy it. Doesn't matter even if history is attached. 

 The Arny prides itself on its history yet here is one person not willing to give rescue groups time to

 act. It takes time to organize new homes, trailers, trucks, food etc. 

 The government itself could help relocate them to an area somewhere in the states where they

 can still run free.

In this day and age what a disgrace and an act of uneducation. 

 Recuse groups and organizations should be allowed time without the "kill buyers" being allowed

 in, to be able to find places to re home these horses. 
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Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link Nickie H. from Fort Stewart, GA

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link Nickie H. from Fort Stewart, GA

 writes:

 The kill buyers should NOT be allowed access period. Is this the message we want to send our

 kids? That if something whether animal, person, building or art is in the way or unwanted eh just

 destroy it. Doesn't matter even if history is attached. 

 The Arny prides itself on its history yet here is one person not willing to give rescue groups time to

 act. It takes time to organize new homes, trailers, trucks, food etc. 

 The government itself could help relocate them to an area somewhere in the states where they

 can still run free.

In this day and age what a disgrace and an act of uneducation. 

 Recuse groups and organizations should be allowed time without the "kill buyers" being allowed

 in, to be able to find places to re home these horses. 

 The kill buyers should NOT be allowed access period. Is this the message we want to send our

 kids? That if something whether animal, person, building or art is in the way or unwanted eh just

 destroy it. Doesn't matter even if history is attached. 

 The Arny prides itself on its history yet here is one person not willing to give rescue groups time to

 act. It takes time to organize new homes, trailers, trucks, food etc. 

 The government itself could help relocate them to an area somewhere in the states where they

 can still run free.

In this day and age what a disgrace and an act of uneducation. 

 Recuse groups and organizations should be allowed time without the "kill buyers" being allowed

 in, to be able to find places to re home these horses. 

 The kill buyers should NOT be allowed access period. Is this the message we want to send our

 kids? That if something whether animal, person, building or art is in the way or unwanted eh just

 destroy it. Doesn't matter even if history is attached. 
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Flag Comment

3 hours ago    link Ashley W. from Flushing, OH

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Someone from Plano, TX

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Jennifer R. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 hours ago    link Shanna M. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 hours ago    link Jean F. from Smyrna, TN

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 hours ago    link Patricia H. from Stockbridge, GA

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Sondra C. from Chatsworth, CA

 signed.

 The Arny prides itself on its history yet here is one person not willing to give rescue groups time to

 act. It takes time to organize new homes, trailers, trucks, food etc. 

 The government itself could help relocate them to an area somewhere in the states where they

 can still run free.

Please save the horse.

These horses should be protected. From my understanding the rescue groups aren't even being

 granted time to come up with a proper solution. I personally know many people that are upset

 over this decision. I ask that you reconsider.

Please save the horses!
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3 hours ago    link Heather A. from Bossier City, LA

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Someone from Leesville, LA

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Kortnee D. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Patricia C. from Toms River, NJ

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Vonda B. from Floresville, TX

 signed.

3 hours ago    link John S. from Excelsior Springs, MO

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Diana K. from Kansas City, MO

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Ruth & Rick B. from Souderton, PA

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Cathy Ann M. from Waynesboro, PA

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Someone from Fort Polk, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 hours ago    link Someone from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

4 hours ago    link Elizabeth T. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

Why can't they be relocated to a safer area on fort polk? Planting food away from the box, would

 keep them from coming out to the roads looking for food.

Leave the horses alone !
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4 hours ago    link Scott K. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

4 hours ago    link Cherene S. from Concord, CA

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 hours ago    link NANCY C. from Rome, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 hours ago    link Someone from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 hours ago    link Laurie C. from Kaufman, TX

 signed.

4 hours ago    link Cherene S. from Concord, CA

 signed.

4 hours ago    link Nicole C. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

4 hours ago    link Kelly F. from Robeline, LA

 signed.

4 hours ago    link Becky M. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

It is disconcerting to think that such cruelty is allowed in my country. We are supposed to be the

 stewards of animals and not their cruel masters. There's no reason why these horses can't be

 assured safety and a peaceful existence without torture, fear or loss. They have emotions just as

 humans do. They also remember those who have been kind to them. Please do your part to

 protect them.

do we not have any honor in this country for all the animals who have helped shape us, who have

 worked and died for us.

At least be open and up front about what is happening to these horses. Give the people trying to

 find a solution time to find one. These horses have been there for a long time. What is the

 emergency that would cause so many to be sent to slaughter?
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4 hours ago    link Debbie W. from Florien, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

5 hours ago    link arlene o. from Bedford, OH

 writes:

Flag Comment

5 hours ago    link Joan B. from Arlington, MA

 signed.

5 hours ago    link James Q. from Sulphur, LA

 signed.

5 hours ago    link Eva S. from Many, LA

 signed.

5 hours ago    link mae m. from Reddick, FL

 writes:

Flag Comment

5 hours ago    link Myra M. from Natchitoches, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

5 hours ago    link sam f. from Vista, CA

 signed.

Please, please don't harm/move these beautiful creatures!! They are part of our history!!! :(

These Horses not treaspassers they are decendants

 , NO TO REMOVEL OF ANY OF THEM !!!!!

lord everywhere you turn humanity has lost its heart and is attacking all wild creatures these WILD

 horses need to be left alone they are living well wild and free everything the government touches

 turns into a problem and the horses everywhere are suffering for it STOP THE GENOCIDE !!!

I have a sick feeling in my stomach that nothing is sacred anymore. They should be protected and

 admired a reminder of our history. They are a perfect reminder of our military history in Louisiana

 our troops and Country. 

 Strength, beauty, freedom
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5 hours ago    link Janice R. from Tipp City, OH

 signed.

5 hours ago    link Someone from Fort Polk, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

5 hours ago    link Robyn K. from Fairfield, PA

 writes:

Flag Comment

5 hours ago    link Michelle G. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

5 hours ago    link Cathy H. from Broadalbin, NY

 signed.

5 hours ago    link Someone from Fort Polk, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

5 hours ago    link Sueann M. from Johnsonville, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

5 hours ago    link Kendra B. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Horses have never been a problem while we are out training. Makes training more realistic can't

 avoid wildlife in battle why do it in training. They aren't hurting anyone. What's next the wild boar

 that are out there to?

There are many ways to rectify this. Life is all about sharing and sharing the land with the horses

 that were left behind would teach a positive lesson to all.

Leave the horses alone. They are not harming anybody. One of the few things that make this hell

 hole a little better.

Why can't we preserve our heritage? Why not start here?
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Flag Comment

5 hours ago    link Deb M. from Garden City, KS

 signed.

5 hours ago    link kaitlyn n. from Fort Polk, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

5 hours ago    link Ana H. from Bel Air, MD

 signed.

6 hours ago    link Robin N. from Silver Lake, WI

 signed.

6 hours ago    link Frances S. from Charlotte, NC

 writes:

Flag Comment

Our troops (my husband included) have been training with these horses for years and now they

 are a problem??? I say they were here first. Leave them alone.

These horses deserve to live! They aren't hurting anyone..

Why is our government so anxious to destroy everything! These horses have been there for years.

 They are a symbol of our past. Leave the horses alone!

Take Action Now

<< prev 1 3 4 next >>2
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6 hours ago    link Stacey S. from Milton, FL

 writes:

Flag Comment

6 hours ago    link Nicki C. from Snow Hill, MD

 signed.

7 hours ago    link Donna S. from Buckeye, AZ

 signed.

7 hours ago    link Donna W. from Pitkin, LA

 writes:

Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in
 IMMEDIATE DANGER

 338 People Have Sent 764 Letters and Emails

Take Action Now

Some recent comments: these messages are published with permission of the signer.

Let them be free not slaughtered

These horses are apart of our history, please leave them be, unless you lived here watch them

 you will not appreciate them and the history behind them, military have been working around

 them for years on in. I ask to please leave them be.

<< prev 1 2 4 next >>3
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Flag Comment

8 hours ago    link Joleen R. from New Orleans, LA

 signed.

8 hours ago    link Linda W. from Atlanta, GA

 signed.

9 hours ago    link Nancy H. from Portland, OR

 signed.

9 hours ago    link Carol L. from Wichita, KS

 signed.

10 hours ago    link Someone from Fife Lake, MI

 writes:

Flag Comment

10 hours ago    link Barbara A. from Redwood City, CA

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Barbara m. from Anacoco, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

11 hours ago    link Rose N. from Glendora, CA

 signed.

11 hours ago    link carol w. from Joplin, MO

 signed.

Now we are taking rights of another American icon. A flag is okay, but to kill innocent horses?wow

 we are sinking fast as a country that has such rich history and throwing it away. Protection here is

 required. We keep so many other animals on an endangered list, why not our history. What next?

 Taking the families of hero's just because we can. If it wasn't for the hero horses of WWI what

 would the outcome have been

when the bugle sounds does it also mourn for the heroes that served and those with no voice but

 ours, are they the forgotten is their worth not worthy, turn your backs on them it's like turning

 away the soldier and his for bearers, these are our heritage don't take away what little is left, with

 all what we as Americans are loosing why this also. Please reconsider this, help safe them from

 being taken away too!
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11 hours ago    link carol w. from Joplin, MO

 signed.

12 hours ago    link Sandra C. from Tierra Amarilla, NM

 signed.

12 hours ago    link albert b. from Florien, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

12 hours ago    link Someone from West Tisbury, MA

 signed.

12 hours ago    link Darlene H. from Deridder, LA

 signed.

12 hours ago    link Jennifer S. from Many, LA

 signed.

12 hours ago    link Kathy C. from Lafayette, IN

 writes:

Flag Comment

12 hours ago    link Julie B. from New Orleans, LA

 signed.

12 hours ago    link Laura S. from Rancho Cucamonga, CA

 signed.

12 hours ago    link Someone from Arroyo Grande, CA

 signed.

13 hours ago    link gretchen s. from Mariposa, CA

 writes:

there should be better ways of dealing with these horses than this. these horses should be

 protected just like them dang woodpeckers, even more so. they deserve more then just ending up

 selling for soap!

History is repeating itself,, our Calvary horses were betrayed by our government in 1932,, now you

 are betraying them again. I vote and I am voting out any politicians that do not stop the removal

 and slaughter of our wild horses and of our horses.

209.628,7973
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Flag Comment

13 hours ago    link Gina M. from Ramona, CA

 signed.

13 hours ago    link Renee R. from Fort Worth, TX

 signed.

13 hours ago    link Pamela R. from Deridder, LA

 signed.

13 hours ago    link deb H. from Bell, FL

 signed.

13 hours ago    link Barbara B. from Junction City, KS

 writes:

Flag Comment

13 hours ago    link Rosanna B. from North Fort Myers, FL

 signed.

13 hours ago    link Denise W. from Denver, CO

 writes:

Flag Comment

13 hours ago    link Lezlie M. from Pitkin, LA

 signed.

13 hours ago    link Tanya D. from Lexington, KY

 writes:

Flag Comment

14 hours ago    link gail w. from Strawberry Plains, TN

Stop this now. Protect our heritage horses.

Stop the madness!!! Our 'so called' government is supposed to be protecting history. How

 dispeciable to be selling these historical descendants to slaughter. Didn't you make selling horses

 to slaughter illegal???

Stop this nonsense and protect the horses
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 signed.

14 hours ago    link gail w. from Strawberry Plains, TN

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Helen M. from Saint Paul, MN

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Jill R. from Concord, NC

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Cheryl P. from Farmerville, LA

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Julia S. from Sacramento, CA

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Andrea L. from Esopus, NY

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Lisa B. from Lindale, TX

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Caty C. from Littleton, CO

 writes:

Flag Comment

14 hours ago    link Someone from Tucson, AZ

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Someone from Cedar Rapids, IA

 writes:

Flag Comment

14 hours ago    link J. M. from New York, NY

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Mary Anne T. from Jacksonville, FL

Please stop this drastic measure!! These horses do not deserve to be going to slaughter, they

 deserve a humane treatment. This is wrong wrong wrong. Please let advocates work to find them

 homes and sanctuary! It can be done.

Shameful.
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 signed.

14 hours ago    link Someone from Frankfort, KY

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Ellen M. from Montesano, WA

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Alice B. from Ridgway, CO

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Helen S. from Connellys Springs, NC

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Elissa a. from Boyce, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

14 hours ago    link Dawn J. from Bucyrus, KS

 writes:

Flag Comment

15 hours ago    link Lisa D. from Saint Charles, IL

 writes:

Flag Comment

15 hours ago    link elizabeth p. from Boulder, CO

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Hilary M. from Greenback, TN

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Jennifer W. from Minneapolis, MN

 signed.

15 hours ago    link diane b. from Burlington, NC

These horses must be able to stay on their homeland.

Pls leave them alone & find a solution to this & it's not rounding up & not kill buyers .

Why do you all keep doing this?
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 signed.

15 hours ago    link Lonnea H. from Springfield, OR

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Elizabeth H. from Everett, WA

 writes:

Flag Comment

15 hours ago    link Cheryl C. from Independence, LA

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Lisa N. from Madison, AL

 writes:

Flag Comment

15 hours ago    link Beth M. from Oxford, OH

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Sharon W. from Riverside, NJ

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Sheelagh D. from Sebastopol, CA

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Sheelagh D. from Sebastopol, CA

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Sheelagh D. from Sebastopol, CA

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Mary Jane T. from Portland, OR

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Kristin S. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

Why must people keep killing the horses is't there not enough creed already , they have to keep

 killing please stop killing are beautifu history.

It is shameful that people who genuinely care about these war veteran descendants are not being

 permitted to rehome them. These horse advocates are ready willing and able to relocate the

 horses. Do the right thing here.
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16 hours ago    link kathy w. from Lake Village, AR

 signed.

16 hours ago    link MP C. from Cincinnati, OH

 writes:

Flag Comment

16 hours ago    link Julie H. from Many, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

16 hours ago    link arlene o. from Bedford, OH

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Pat L. from Bensalem, PA

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Laurie C. from Las Vegas, NV

 writes:

Flag Comment

16 hours ago    link Someone from Sabillasville, MD

 writes:

Flag Comment

A complete joke. 

 End the old scam of horse slaughter now Click www.USA.gov ***TELL CONGRESS TO PASS

 THE SAFE ACT AND THE PAST ACT NOW*** Persist.

I grew up in Peason and enjoyed watching these horse roam free! I still go there today and see

 them and would love for them to continue to be free.

As an Air Force dependent, and working hard on saving our wild horses, this makes no sense.

 Government paperwork stated until Jan. No one should be removing horses now. For the Army to

 do this, is a disgrace Many of these horses are from the line of the Buffalo Solder "War Horse's".

 What a disgrace!

 .

Please ensure that the wild horses go to safe homes and that time is taken to document each

 buyer of each horse. Thank you.
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16 hours ago    link Blake P. from Clinton, LA

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Deborah C. from Converse, TX

 writes:

Flag Comment

17 hours ago    link charlotte s. from Phoenix, AZ

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Gloria S. from Ojai, CA

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Marie M. from Gibsonville, NC

 writes:

Flag Comment

17 hours ago    link Denice J. from Warren, MI

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Lisa C. from Saint Louis, MO

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Cheryl B. from Woodruff, SC

 signed.

17 hours ago    link janet b. from Saint Joseph, MO

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Pat R. from Lee, NH

 writes:

Flag Comment

These horses ancestors earned a place for these horses by their blood and sweat that mingled

 with their soldier riders. Please do not let them go to unscrupulous kill buys or their agents. There

 can be a place for them and methods for adopting them to proper homes. Please, allow a

 humane resolution to this situation.

Please stop this removal. Do not allow people to come in to remove horses. Kill buyers will be all

 over this! Please find an alternative to ensure the health and well-being of these hirses.

Please do not allow these horses to be rounded up....ease consult and meet with horse advocacy

 groups to find a better solution. Thank you
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17 hours ago    link Margaret J. from Salisbury, MA

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Someone from Denver, CO

 signed.

17 hours ago    link kathryn s. from Clarkesville, GA

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Marie L. from Fargo, ND

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Ramona B. from Collins, OH

 writes:

Flag Comment

18 hours ago    link lona D. from Kiowa, CO

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Someone from Renton, WA

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Someone from New York, NY

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Rhonda L. from Rochester, WA

 writes:

Flag Comment

18 hours ago    link chantel p. from Great Bend, KS

 writes:

Please read: Horse Tales of the US Cavalry in Louisiana - 1941

 http://www.sfasu.edu/heritagecenter/9246.asp 

 There is still a large wild horse herd on Peason Ridge Military Reservation. As you view these

 wild horses, you can see the blood lines of the cavalry horses of World War II in them. Many of

 the cavalry mounts, sick or lame, along with some who escaped, mixed with the wild horses

 roaming the Peason area and their descendants still roam freely throughout the area. Please

 save the wild horses!

Leave the horses alone!
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Flag Comment

18 hours ago    link Matthew l. from Lafayette, LA

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Mary M. from Rocky Hill, KY

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Ellen C. from Mansfield, PA

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Someone from Many, LA

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Julie D. from Delaware, OH

 signed.

THEY WERE HERE BEFORE US.. HOW CAN YOU TAKE AWAY AMERICAS PRIDE WITH THE

 BRUTAL KILLING OF OUR HORSES, THAT BROUGHT THIS COUNTRY , TO WHERE IT IS

 TODAY!

Take Action Now

<< prev 1 2 4 next >>3
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19 hours ago    link Adam H. from Florien, LA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Howard P. from Miami, FL

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Susan C. from Big Rock, IL

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Rosemary m. from Howard City, MI

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Leslie B. from Phoenix, AZ

 writes:

Flag Comment

Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in
 IMMEDIATE DANGER

 338 People Have Sent 768 Letters and Emails

Take Action Now

Some recent comments: these messages are published with permission of the signer.

Please it takes less then 20 seconds!

<< prev 1 2 3 next >>4
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20 hours ago    link Delia M. from Royal, AR

 signed.

20 hours ago    link samantha p. from Bushnell, FL

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Deborah H. from Winter Springs, FL

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Someone from Florien, LA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link cheryl d. from Augusta, ME

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Nanci F. from Lockhart, TX

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Valerie P. from Jacksonville, FL

 writes:

Flag Comment

20 hours ago    link Someone from Spring Hill, FL

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Christy L. from Palm Springs, CA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link ronald b. from Clinton, TN

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Elaine B. from Sunland, CA

 writes:

Flag Comment

Please stop allowing the public to remove the Fort Polk horses. These horses should be allowed

 to remain at Fort Polk, but at the very least they need to be protected from people who seek to

 profit from them (people who will sell them to slaughter). Please HALT any further removal of

 these horses and ensure that a plan is put in place to ensure the protection of these horses. I can

 offer you a no-slaughter, no auction contract if you need one as a basis to start from.

It is difficult to believe that horses have become the enemy. Horses are the spiritual connections to

 that which is higher. They are intelligent, perceptive, beautiful and innocent.
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21 hours ago    link Virginia A. from Barkhamsted, CT

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Angie B. from Many, LA

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Linda V. from Mount Laurel, NJ

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Joan S. from Farner, TN

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Michael L. from Lancaster, CA

 writes:

Flag Comment

21 hours ago    link Kellee G. from Troutdale, OR

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Cindy K. from Omaha, NE

 writes:

Flag Comment

21 hours ago    link Brenda L. from Many, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

Hello to everyone who reads this 

 I grew up as a army brat for 17yrs my father was SGM William Leahy ( just like the senator

 Patrick Leahy) I would like everyone know what I think about the horses.At Ft.Polk when I grew

 up there in 89/93 my father was the base SGM he took me to the area of were the horses have

 been and told me the history of Military horses . SO WHAT TO DO WITH THE HORSES . With all

 of the soldiers are dealing with PSTD use the horses to help soldiers

What has happened in this country? Our wild horses are coming under attack all over this country

 and you don't appear to be listening to us. We know there has to be a better way, organized and

 safe for the horses and the people. If allowed, there is no way to track these horses and no way

 to keep them out of harms way and this is so unfair. We are their voice and WE THE PEOPLE

 are talking and once again, you are not listening...

A part of history that needs to remain. A really neat visual to use to teach children a part of the

 past in our country. In fact many adults do not know about the part these horses paid in the

 Calvary. Gone and in will be forgotten.
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21 hours ago    link Someone from Many, LA

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Jonell P. from Hornbeck, LA

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Mary B. from Many, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

21 hours ago    link linda g. from Valley Cottage, NY

 signed.

22 hours ago    link Betsy M. from Cullowhee, NC

 signed.

22 hours ago    link Kathryn F. from Princeton, NC

 signed.

22 hours ago    link Melissa P. from Clinton, LA

 signed.

22 hours ago    link Pam C. from Sharon, SC

 signed.

23 hours ago    link Tammy G. from Melbourne, FL

 writes:

Flag Comment

23 hours ago    link Lisa B. from Lindale, TX

 signed.

23 hours ago    link Jill J. from Chatham, MA

 signed.

23 hours ago    link Karen H. from Walden, CO

 signed.

these noble horses do not need to be captured but should remain wild and free where they are!

Why are you so greedy.? Instead of letting this go like this set them up with some ppl that will keep

 them alive. STOP SLAUGHTERING OUR WILD HORSES
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23 hours ago    link Tonya M. from Brooklyn, NY

 signed.

23 hours ago    link Julie S. from Phoenix, AZ

 signed.

Take Action Now

<< prev 1 2 3 next >>4
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16 hours ago    link Kathryn S. from Glen Carbon, IL

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Yvette F. from Chandler, AZ

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Robert H. from Stratham, NH

 signed.

16 hours ago    link karen g. from Dorothy, NJ

 writes:

Flag Comment

17 hours ago    link Betty M. from Many, LA

 writes:

Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in
 IMMEDIATE DANGER

 527 People Have Sent 1,188 Letters and Emails

Take Action Now

Some recent comments: these messages are published with permission of the signer.

Ythese horses need to be left alone please

<< prev 1 3 4 5 6 next >>2
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Flag Comment

17 hours ago    link Kelly T. from Olney, IL

 writes:

Flag Comment

17 hours ago    link samuel d. from Cottonwood, CA

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Someone from Saint Francisville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

17 hours ago    link Donna Q. from Lancaster, PA

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Someone from Saint Francisville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

17 hours ago    link Donna Q. from Lancaster, PA

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Julie E. from Cottonwood, AZ

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Pamela J H. from Mckeesport, PA

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Linda M. from Apache Junction, AZ

These horses are part of our heritage. They have been on that land for more than 75 years. I

 toured Peason Ridge last fall and saw the horses. They are beautiful. There are a few horses in

 thousands of acres. There is no population problem with the horses.

As long as the Fort is there they should as possible bloodlines of cavalry stay! Shame on these

 excuses and not protect them! As Americans we should be proud of the brave and land of the

 FREE!

a shame

a shame
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 writes:

Flag Comment

17 hours ago    link Pamela J H. from Pittsburgh, PA

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Pamela J H. from Pittsburgh, PA

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Janis P. from Gold Hill, OR

 writes:

Flag Comment

17 hours ago    link Gloria K. from Whitewood, SD

 writes:

Flag Comment

17 hours ago    link yvonne h. from Wichita, KS

 signed.

17 hours ago    link fran l. from Cave Creek, AZ

 writes:

Flag Comment

17 hours ago    link Michelle B. from Gainesville, GA

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Lynn o. from Walnut Grove, MO

 signed.

Disgusting!!

These horses deserve to be protected.

Absolutely outrageous! They've contacted kill buyers, the scum of the earth, and given them

 priority over the cavalry horses and won't even let the public speak! When did it become

 acceptable for the government to do anything they wish with OUR wild horses and give us no

 input on these decisions even though we taxpayers foot the bill? ??

What's being done is disgusting.
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18 hours ago    link deanna o. from Roscoe, IL

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Jennifer S. from Hattiesburg, MS

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Barbara J. from Rush, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

18 hours ago    link Jennifer S. from Hattiesburg, MS

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Kelly T. from Ball Ground, GA

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Anina C. from Pasadena, CA

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Someone from Scottsdale, AZ

 writes:

Flag Comment

18 hours ago    link Christina T. from Searcy, AR

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Susan A. from Bonsall, CA

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Sarah w. from San Tan Valley, AZ

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Debbie h. from Dittmer, MO

 writes:

Flag Comment

PLEASE SAVE OUR WILD HORSES !!!

Save our horses!!

Please DON'T SEND THESE HORSE'S TO AUCTION. IT'S A DEATH SENTENCE.
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18 hours ago    link Valerie H. from Ventura, CA

 signed.

18 hours ago    link johanna r. from Mesa, AZ

 writes:

Flag Comment

18 hours ago    link jennifer m. from Sun Valley, CA

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Kathleen R. from Cincinnati, OH

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Roni Sue C. from Vail, AZ

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Jennifer W. from Hillsboro, OR

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Sharon H. from Scottsdale, AZ

 signed.

19 hours ago    link JANET S. from Rolling Meadows, IL

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Barbara S. from Glade Hill, VA

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Jeannette S. from Zephyrhills, FL

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Elaine B. from Plymouth, CA

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Pamela P. from Fleetwood, PA

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Twanna P. from Harrodsburg, KY

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Someone from Nashport, OH

 signed.

Why is everyone out to kill horses are we america so hard up for money we have kill our heritage

 horses and wild horses?! It's a disgrace!
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19 hours ago    link Someone from Nashport, OH

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Jana H. from Carter, OK

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Brandy M. from Allegan, MI

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Jana H. from Carter, OK

 signed.

19 hours ago    link J Mayers S. from Rolling Meadows, IL

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Lisa W. from Nowata, OK

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Margo S. from Eugene, OR

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Janet M S. from Rolling Meadows, IL

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Anna C. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Sallie S. from Bancroft, WI

 signed.

20 hours ago    link lori i. from Oronoco, MN

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Jennifer A. from Branford, CT

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Someone from Columbia, SC

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Mary Ann M. from Robeline, LA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Shirley F. from Staten Island, NY

 signed.

20 hours ago    link sabina p. from Philadelphia, PA
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 writes:

Flag Comment

20 hours ago    link Curtis B. from Marion, TX

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Grace P. from Newcastle, ME

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Tammy P. from Cumming, GA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Alisa C. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

20 hours ago    link Kathy T. from Brandon, VT

 writes:

Flag Comment

20 hours ago    link Karina B. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Julie k. from Virginia Beach, VA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Fiona W. from Euless, TX

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Caro P. from Plainfield, IL

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Betty G. from Port Richey, FL

 signed.

Please spare these war horse descendants....oh and btw I vote!

These horses need to be protected!!! Let them run free.

My son trained at Fort Polk .. the horses were not a problem for them when they were there, and

 so it seems most service men and women agree with that!! Stop harrassing, abusing and

 slaughtering our PROTECTED wild ones!!
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20 hours ago    link kathi h. from Wadsworth, OH

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Patricia T. from Dry Prong, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

20 hours ago    link Judith W. from Gilmanton, NH

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Dawn M. from Saint Joseph, MO

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Someone from Dorset, OH

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Constance K. from Greenville, SC

 writes:

Flag Comment

20 hours ago    link Someone from Cape May Court House, NJ

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Sydney D. from Longview, WA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link LINDA G. from Mount Dora, FL

 writes:

Flag Comment

LET THESE HORSE RUN FREE. CATCH AS MANY OF THEM AS YOU CAN AND EITHER

 STERILIZE THEM OR LET PEOPLE ADOPT THEM THAT WILL GIVE THEM A GOOD AND

 LOVING HOME IF THEY ARE ROUNDED UP EACH YEAR AND THE YOUNG STUDS COLTS

 STERILIZED IT WOULD PUT A STOP TO THIS OVER POPULATION. PLEASE PROTECT

 THEM. A LITTLE HORSE******NEVER HURT ANYONE.

This is just one more, one more. It's insidious from coast to coast, all for the Public Land that they

 live on! This Congress wants to sign it over to the states to lease/sell to private and corporate

 interests... at the horses expense!!

WHAT IS IT ABOUT THE GOVERNMENT AND HORSES, DOES IT DISLIKE THEM BEING

 FREE AS THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO BE, PER THE LAW......................
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20 hours ago    link Someone from Heber, CA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Nancy W. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Naomi M. from Buford, GA

 writes:

Flag Comment

21 hours ago    link Susan S. from Queen Creek, AZ

 writes:

Flag Comment

21 hours ago    link Karen E. from Dorchester Center, MA

 writes:

Flag Comment

21 hours ago    link Lori S. from Manitou Beach, MI

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Janet H. from Mesa, AZ

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Dalenne S. from York, PA

 writes:

Flag Comment

This would be such a great loss of a heritage. I don't know where they are pulling their numbers

 from, but I was all over Ft Polk and only saw a small herd of about 8. If there sre 1000 they were

 camouflaged really well.

Please give these horses the dignity they deserve!

These horses must be protected!! They are a part of America's story! Whether you like them or not

 is immaterial. They are living breathing parts of a direct line to history. Their ancestors were with

 our ancestors making things happen...and a part of us all. Do the right thing: SAVE THEM !!!!!

Shame on you! This is how you treat those that have served your country? Sick!
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21 hours ago    link Susan S. from Tullahoma, TN

 writes:

Flag Comment

21 hours ago    link marie g. from Sicklerville, NJ

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Debora M. from Scottown, OH

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Elatia G. from Royal Oak, MI

 writes:

Flag Comment

21 hours ago    link Diane C. from Middletown, DE

 signed.

21 hours ago    link marjorie h. from Summerhill, PA

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Angie M. from Mesa, AZ

 writes:

Flag Comment

21 hours ago    link Sandra S. from Prineville, OR

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Barbara G. from Appleton, WI

 writes:

Flag Comment

I am outraged that my tax money would be used to remove these horses and leave them

 vulnerable to slaughter.

Leave the horses alone!

Don't understand people these horses are WII Calvalry descendants. They need to be protected.

 They have served mankind for centuries. these are our horse and need to be saved!!!

Please stop destroying all horses that are part of our heritage. You work for us....LISTEN!!!!
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21 hours ago    link Teresa S. from Marietta, OK

 signed.

Take Action Now
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 SubmitAction Home Legislator Directory Start a Petition

4 minutes ago    link KAREN H. from Walden, CO

 signed.

6 minutes ago    link Helga E. from Cotopaxi, CO

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Susan B. from Hudson, WI

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Bobbi B. from Bethel, MN

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Someone from Andover, NJ

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Lyn J. from Glen Burnie, MD

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Brooke F. from Canandaigua, NY

 signed.

Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in
 IMMEDIATE DANGER

 529 People Have Sent 1,192 Letters and Emails

Take Action Now

Some recent comments: these messages are published with permission of the signer.
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2 hours ago    link Elaine n. from Lanesboro, MA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Milan M. from San Clemente, CA

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Denise B. from Jacksonville, FL

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 hours ago    link Someone from Bristol, VA

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Virginia B. from El Paso, TX

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 hours ago    link Donna B. from Leominster, MA

 signed.

3 hours ago    link KAREN H. from Walden, CO

 signed.

3 hours ago    link j p. from Huntington, WV

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 hours ago    link Marjorie C. from New York, NY

 writes:

Why does America have to destroy everything? When will we learn? The time is now!! Leave the

 horses alone!

Please don't remove these from their land. And most of all do not harm them. They are God's

 creatures.

i am so tired of the killing of animals in this country. when will it stop? there are other solutions

 beside the caveman mentality of killing a living being.

Please respect these horses. Why must the gov continue to destroy horses. They are our

 companions and help us in so many ways.
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Flag Comment

3 hours ago    link Ann M. from Sugar Grove, VA

 signed.

3 hours ago    link EliZabeth W. from Sugar Grove, NC

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 hours ago    link janet c. from Big Indian, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

5 hours ago    link Someone from Charlotte, NC

 writes:

Flag Comment

5 hours ago    link Isabella C. from Bakersfield, CA

 signed.

5 hours ago    link Marcia S. from Dallas, OR

 signed.

6 hours ago    link linda b. from Subiaco, AR

 signed.

6 hours ago    link Pamela B. from Lowellville, OH

 signed.

7 hours ago    link Karen M. from Irvine, CA

 signed.

Please stop the slaughter of these horses.. When you let just anyone pick them up or buy them ...

 you must know that many are sold to horrible conditions and slaughter.. stand up for the horses

 that stood under our soldiers and for the many that were abandoned. Please stop the removal of

 these majestic animals...

never , what a disgrace to even think of this

YOU must STOP this now and make these horses safe and NEVER taken and sold to a KIll

 Broker NEVER

#89



Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in IMMEDIATE DANGER | Petition2Congress

http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/1[8/20/2015 10:29:29 AM]

7 hours ago    link Marie g. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

7 hours ago    link Dona L. from Tucson, AZ

 signed.

7 hours ago    link barbara r. from Milton, FL

 signed.

8 hours ago    link margaret m. from Boerne, TX

 writes:

Flag Comment

8 hours ago    link Kim L. from Nazareth, PA

 signed.

9 hours ago    link Someone from Livingston, MT

 signed.

9 hours ago    link Stacy F. from Gilbert, AZ

 signed.

9 hours ago    link Barbara E. from Scottsdale, AZ

 signed.

9 hours ago    link jeanne r. from Sonoma, CA

 signed.

9 hours ago    link roscoe B. from Starks, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

10 hours ago    link michael d. from Sulphur, LA

 signed.

10 hours ago    link Allison L. from Olathe, KS

 signed.

These horses have a protected status-leave them alone.

within 30 miles of Fort Polk, was unaware that this is ongoing.. will spread...I would love to get

 several of these horses..
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10 hours ago    link Trudy A. from Seminole, FL

 writes:

Flag Comment

10 hours ago    link Paula K. from Scottsdale, AZ

 writes:

Flag Comment

10 hours ago    link Cynthia R. from Phoenix, AZ

 writes:

Flag Comment

10 hours ago    link Karri M. from Mckinleyville, CA

 signed.

10 hours ago    link Doreen C. from Dateland, AZ

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Carol H. from Fraziers Bottom, WV

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Rocio P. from Chaparral, NM

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Destini R. from Apache Junction, AZ

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Deborah L. from Prescott Valley, AZ

 signed.

Have mercy and get the humanitarian voters to support you in politics , save these horses . Do

 what is right and honorable for God's sake not just for greed or commercial progress this I pray in

 Jesus' name , let the horses be saved and not sold to kill buyers.

Really! I am sure you all can spend our money on something better than this. Leave them alone.

 Is this another chunk of land you want to lease to the fricken cattle ranchers? 

 Signed, 

 Disgusted

Please protect these decedents of WW.II. They are a part of our history and heritage and need to

 be protected and allowed to run free. Please do not let this symbols for America and Freedom be

 harmed or captured. Protect them!!
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11 hours ago    link Thekla B. from Osage City, KS

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Vikki M. from Albuquerque, NM

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Patty S. from Kirksville, MO

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Marsha A. from Farmington, MN

 signed.

12 hours ago    link Cat D. from San Jose, CA

 signed.

12 hours ago    link Jan J. from Oshkosh, WI

 signed.

12 hours ago    link Susan X. from Dillon, MT

 writes:

Flag Comment

12 hours ago    link Vanessa E. from Mystic, CT

 writes:

Flag Comment

12 hours ago    link Stacy W. from Lititz, PA

 signed.

13 hours ago    link Jewel A. from Acampo, CA

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Lu C. from Nickerson, KS

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Judy C. from Narragansett, RI

 signed.

Please be compassionate toward these horses. Horses have suffered over the history of our

 country. There not something to away.

Save these wonderful horses! Don't send them to slaughter ( kill buyers.)
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14 hours ago    link Nancy R. from Many, LA

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Dawn H. from Scottsdale, AZ

 signed.

14 hours ago    link carol m. from Phoenix, AZ

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Wilma K. from Newton, NJ

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Chris r. from Purcellville, VA

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Amy b. from Morgantown, KY

 writes:

Flag Comment

14 hours ago    link Lynda B. from Vallejo, CA

 signed.

15 hours ago    link afroditi k. from Rio Vista, CA

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Linda M. H. from Lake Luzerne, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

15 hours ago    link Sarah S. from Salt Lake City, UT

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Karen S. from Grand Ridge, FL

 signed.

Okay, so the army is supposed to be heroes. Aren't heroes supposed to save the helpless?

 Horses are helpless. And you just want to send them to their deaths? Shame on you u.s army.

 SHAME ON YOU. You are worse than the nazis.

You all seem to be more interested in profit over compassion....why and how do you think our

 Country got, and is in, the shape it's in. It's funny how fast you can tear it down, but pretty slow on

 the upkeep, care and compassion you should be putting first and foremost. Time to get right with

 your conscience and do the right thing, take care of our Countries Icons and Heritage.
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15 hours ago    link Heather F. from Hamlin, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

15 hours ago    link Cindy D. from Bethlehem, PA

 signed.

15 hours ago    link victoria T. from Bayfield, WI

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Jessica B. from Loveland, CO

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Rebecca N. from Brookline, NH

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Carolyn S. from Queen Creek, AZ

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Jo S. from Scottsdale, AZ

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Chava N. from Brooklyn, NY

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Dianne W. from Youngstown, FL

 signed.

15 hours ago    link CHRISTINE S. from Cottonwood, AZ

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Linda P. from Cottonwood, AZ

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Suzanne A. from Marrero, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

16 hours ago    link Marilyn W. from Chewelah, WA

show some respect...

Horses are not food and should not be sold for slaughter for consumption to other countries.

 These animals are iconic and belong in the wild!
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 signed.

16 hours ago    link Jean O. from Abington, MA

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Debbie M. from Evansville, IN

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Michael D. from Dallas, TX

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Valerie T. from Toledo, OH

 signed.

16 hours ago    link karen d. from Crete, IL

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Tracy C. from Bowersville, OH

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Yoko h. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Connie H. from Milan, TN

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Becky A. from Superior, WI

 writes:

Flag Comment

16 hours ago    link Rebecca H. from Winnfield, LA

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Angie M. from Mesa, AZ

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Annie M. from Clarkdale, AZ

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Dedra C. R. from Franklinville, NC

 signed.

if you harm these horses (or ANY horses) in any way, shape or form - you're all heartless and

 have no souls - leave them alone! they are causing NO HARM TO ANYONE!
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16 hours ago    link Sonja S. from Cave Creek, AZ

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Jo C. from Mesa, AZ

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Roberta B. from Elon, NC

 signed.

16 hours ago    link kristina b. from Gratiot, WI

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Phyllis N. from Burbank, CA

 signed.

Take Action Now
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4 days ago    link Milan M. from San Clemente, CA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Denise B. from Jacksonville, FL

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Someone from Bristol, VA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Virginia B. from El Paso, TX

 writes:

Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in
 IMMEDIATE DANGER

 721 People Have Sent 1,624 Letters and Emails

Take Action Now

Some recent comments: these messages are published with permission of the signer.

Why does America have to destroy everything? When will we learn? The time is now!! Leave the

 horses alone!

Please don't remove these from their land. And most of all do not harm them. They are God's

 creatures.

<< prev 1 2 4 5 6 7 8 next >>3
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Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Donna B. from Leominster, MA

 signed.

4 days ago    link KAREN H. from Walden, CO

 signed.

4 days ago    link j p. from Huntington, WV

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Marjorie C. from New York, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Ann M. from Sugar Grove, VA

 signed.

4 days ago    link EliZabeth W. from Sugar Grove, NC

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link janet c. from Big Indian, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

i am so tired of the killing of animals in this country. when will it stop? there are other solutions

 beside the caveman mentality of killing a living being.

Please respect these horses. Why must the gov continue to destroy horses. They are our

 companions and help us in so many ways.

Please stop the slaughter of these horses.. When you let just anyone pick them up or buy them ...

 you must know that many are sold to horrible conditions and slaughter.. stand up for the horses

 that stood under our soldiers and for the many that were abandoned. Please stop the removal of

 these majestic animals...

never , what a disgrace to even think of this
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4 days ago    link Someone from Charlotte, NC

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Isabella C. from Bakersfield, CA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Marcia S. from Dallas, OR

 signed.

4 days ago    link linda b. from Subiaco, AR

 signed.

4 days ago    link Pamela B. from Lowellville, OH

 signed.

4 days ago    link Karen M. from Irvine, CA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Marie g. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Dona L. from Tucson, AZ

 signed.

4 days ago    link barbara r. from Milton, FL

 signed.

4 days ago    link margaret m. from Boerne, TX

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Kim L. from Nazareth, PA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Someone from Livingston, MT

 signed.

4 days ago    link Stacy F. from Gilbert, AZ

YOU must STOP this now and make these horses safe and NEVER taken and sold to a KIll

 Broker NEVER

These horses have a protected status-leave them alone.
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 signed.

4 days ago    link Barbara E. from Scottsdale, AZ

 signed.

4 days ago    link jeanne r. from Sonoma, CA

 signed.

4 days ago    link roscoe B. from Starks, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link michael d. from Sulphur, LA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Allison L. from Olathe, KS

 signed.

4 days ago    link Trudy A. from Seminole, FL

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Paula K. from Scottsdale, AZ

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Cynthia R. from Phoenix, AZ

 writes:

within 30 miles of Fort Polk, was unaware that this is ongoing.. will spread...I would love to get

 several of these horses..

Have mercy and get the humanitarian voters to support you in politics , save these horses . Do

 what is right and honorable for God's sake not just for greed or commercial progress this I pray in

 Jesus' name , let the horses be saved and not sold to kill buyers.

Really! I am sure you all can spend our money on something better than this. Leave them alone.

 Is this another chunk of land you want to lease to the fricken cattle ranchers? 

 Signed, 

 Disgusted

Please protect these decedents of WW.II. They are a part of our history and heritage and need to

#89



Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in IMMEDIATE DANGER | Petition2Congress

http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/3[8/24/2015 9:20:13 AM]

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Karri M. from Mckinleyville, CA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Doreen C. from Dateland, AZ

 signed.

4 days ago    link Carol H. from Fraziers Bottom, WV

 signed.

4 days ago    link Rocio P. from Chaparral, NM

 signed.

4 days ago    link Destini R. from Apache Junction, AZ

 signed.

4 days ago    link Deborah L. from Prescott Valley, AZ

 signed.

4 days ago    link Thekla B. from Osage City, KS

 signed.

4 days ago    link Vikki M. from Albuquerque, NM

 signed.

4 days ago    link Patty S. from Kirksville, MO

 signed.

4 days ago    link Marsha A. from Farmington, MN

 signed.

4 days ago    link Cat D. from San Jose, CA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Jan J. from Oshkosh, WI

 signed.

4 days ago    link Susan X. from Dillon, MT

 writes:

 be protected and allowed to run free. Please do not let this symbols for America and Freedom be

 harmed or captured. Protect them!!

Please be compassionate toward these horses. Horses have suffered over the history of our

 country. There not something to away.
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Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Vanessa E. from Mystic, CT

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Stacy W. from Lititz, PA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Jewel A. from Acampo, CA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Lu C. from Nickerson, KS

 signed.

4 days ago    link Judy C. from Narragansett, RI

 signed.

4 days ago    link Nancy R. from Many, LA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Dawn H. from Scottsdale, AZ

 signed.

4 days ago    link carol m. from Phoenix, AZ

 signed.

4 days ago    link Wilma K. from Newton, NJ

 signed.

4 days ago    link Chris r. from Purcellville, VA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Amy b. from Morgantown, KY

 writes:

Flag Comment

Save these wonderful horses! Don't send them to slaughter ( kill buyers.)

Okay, so the army is supposed to be heroes. Aren't heroes supposed to save the helpless?

 Horses are helpless. And you just want to send them to their deaths? Shame on you u.s army.

 SHAME ON YOU. You are worse than the nazis.
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4 days ago    link Lynda B. from Vallejo, CA

 signed.

4 days ago    link afroditi k. from Rio Vista, CA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Linda M. H. from Lake Luzerne, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Sarah S. from Salt Lake City, UT

 signed.

4 days ago    link Karen S. from Grand Ridge, FL

 signed.

4 days ago    link Heather F. from Hamlin, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Cindy D. from Bethlehem, PA

 signed.

4 days ago    link victoria T. from Bayfield, WI

 signed.

4 days ago    link Jessica B. from Loveland, CO

 signed.

4 days ago    link Rebecca N. from Brookline, NH

 signed.

4 days ago    link Carolyn S. from Queen Creek, AZ

 signed.

4 days ago    link Jo S. from Scottsdale, AZ

 signed.

You all seem to be more interested in profit over compassion....why and how do you think our

 Country got, and is in, the shape it's in. It's funny how fast you can tear it down, but pretty slow on

 the upkeep, care and compassion you should be putting first and foremost. Time to get right with

 your conscience and do the right thing, take care of our Countries Icons and Heritage.

show some respect...
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4 days ago    link Chava N. from Brooklyn, NY

 signed.

4 days ago    link Dianne W. from Youngstown, FL

 signed.

4 days ago    link CHRISTINE S. from Cottonwood, AZ

 signed.

4 days ago    link Linda P. from Cottonwood, AZ

 signed.

4 days ago    link Suzanne A. from Marrero, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Marilyn W. from Chewelah, WA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Jean O. from Abington, MA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Debbie M. from Evansville, IN

 signed.

4 days ago    link Michael D. from Dallas, TX

 signed.

4 days ago    link Valerie T. from Toledo, OH

 signed.

4 days ago    link karen d. from Crete, IL

 signed.

4 days ago    link Tracy C. from Bowersville, OH

 signed.

4 days ago    link Yoko h. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Connie H. from Milan, TN

Horses are not food and should not be sold for slaughter for consumption to other countries.

 These animals are iconic and belong in the wild!
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 signed.

4 days ago    link Becky A. from Superior, WI

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Rebecca H. from Winnfield, LA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Angie M. from Mesa, AZ

 signed.

4 days ago    link Annie M. from Clarkdale, AZ

 signed.

4 days ago    link Dedra C. R. from Franklinville, NC

 signed.

4 days ago    link Sonja S. from Cave Creek, AZ

 signed.

4 days ago    link Jo C. from Mesa, AZ

 signed.

4 days ago    link Roberta B. from Elon, NC

 signed.

4 days ago    link kristina b. from Gratiot, WI

 signed.

4 days ago    link Phyllis N. from Burbank, CA

 signed.

4 days ago    link Linda I. from Monroe, UT

 signed.

4 days ago    link Londi S. from Medford, OR

 writes:

if you harm these horses (or ANY horses) in any way, shape or form - you're all heartless and

 have no souls - leave them alone! they are causing NO HARM TO ANYONE!

Please don't remove these horses and allow kill buyer's to buy them. These horses are our

 herutage. They deserve better then this. Leave them alone and let them be free!!!
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Copyright Petition2Congress

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Kathryn S. from Glen Carbon, IL

 signed.

4 days ago    link Yvette F. from Chandler, AZ

 signed.

4 days ago    link Robert H. from Stratham, NH

 signed.

4 days ago    link karen g. from Dorothy, NJ

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Betty M. from Many, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 days ago    link Kelly T. from Olney, IL

 writes:

Flag Comment

Ythese horses need to be left alone please

These horses are part of our heritage. They have been on that land for more than 75 years. I

 toured Peason Ridge last fall and saw the horses. They are beautiful. There are a few horses in

 thousands of acres. There is no population problem with the horses.

As long as the Fort is there they should as possible bloodlines of cavalry stay! Shame on these

 excuses and not protect them! As Americans we should be proud of the brave and land of the

 FREE!

Take Action Now

<< prev 1 2 4 5 6 7 8 next >>3
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 SubmitAction Home Legislator Directory Start a Petition

23 hours ago    link Shelly V. from Coatesville, PA

 signed.

1 day ago    link Julie R. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 day ago    link Susan W. from Worcester, NY

 signed.

1 day ago    link Cheryl B. from Woodruff, SC

 writes:

Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in
 IMMEDIATE DANGER

 721 People Have Sent 1,624 Letters and Emails

Take Action Now

Some recent comments: these messages are published with permission of the signer.

Please leave these horses where they have lived all their lives, there is more than enough room.

 You have worked with them there for decades. Leave them to live in Peace. They are part of

 history.

The horses have served our country well throughout history......They deserve protection.

<< prev 1 3 4 5 6 7 8 next >>2
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Flag Comment

1 day ago    link Robert H. from Stratham, NH

 signed.

1 day ago    link Tyson E. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 day ago    link Bonnie W. from Gilbert, LA

 signed.

1 day ago    link Someone from Chapel Hill, NC

 signed.

1 day ago    link Amber R. from La Mesa, CA

 signed.

1 day ago    link Raphael H. from Port Barre, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 day ago    link Greg H. from Coushatta, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 day ago    link Amy a. from Proctorville, NC

 writes:

Please leave these horses Alone !

Thanks Amy .

Please leave these horses where they have lived for over seventy + years there is plenty of room

 for them. Thanks

Fort Polk has let this issue slide for many years and now the answer is to auction them off for

 slaughter?? This is completely outrageous and the result of the Army not taking care of these

 horses when they were a manageable number. A simple solution would have been for the Army

 veterinarians to geld the stallions before their numbers were so many. This can still be done but

 the answer is not for the Army to skirt responsibility at the expense of these horses lives.
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Flag Comment

1 day ago    link Mehan W. from Anacoco, LA

 signed.

1 day ago    link Veleda C. from New Ulm, MN

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 day ago    link karma g. from Neola, UT

 signed.

1 day ago    link Leslie F. from Kingwood, TX

 signed.

1 day ago    link Jacquelyn H. from Hudson, OH

 signed.

1 day ago    link Gayle A. from Walkersville, MD

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 day ago    link shsri a. from Summit, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 day ago    link Someone from Agate, CO

 writes:

America's wild horses are all descendants of the horses that built and shaped this country, they

 deserve to respect and humane management!

There's over 100,000 acres there. Fence off 5000 AC and move the horses there. Turn over

 management to an advocacy group to Manage the growth of the population. It's so easy to save

 these Heritage horses. You should feel and obligation to their ancestors the Calvary horses to

 take care of them!

We must protect these historic horses from KB's and give these guys a chance at life. Not all are

 the original calvary horses but horses just dropped off and turned loose up there. Lets work on

 coming to a peaceful resolution for these horses as we know what they could be capable of.
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Flag Comment

1 day ago    link Frank b. from Rainier, WA

 signed.

1 day ago    link Gretchen S. from Mariposa, CA

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 day ago    link Gayle A. from Walkersville, MD

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 day ago    link Kim S. from Peculiar, MO

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 day ago    link Deb M. from Garden City, KS

 signed.

2 days ago    link Venette S. from Wildersville, TN

 signed.

2 days ago    link Tracie N. S. from Jacksonville, NC

 writes:

Please PROTECT and DEFEND our American Heritage Veteran descended horses!

SAVE THE HORSES!

There's over 100,000 acres there. Fence off 5000 AC and move the horses there. Turn over

 management to an advocacy group to Manage the growth of the population. It's so easy to save

 these Heritage horses. You should feel and obligation to their ancestors the Calvary horses to

 take care of them!

The Fort Polk Cavalry horse descendants and the Peason Ridge logging horse descendants in

 this area deserve to be protected. They are part of Louisiana's military and logging history!

These horses can be managed better than they have in the past if the Government really wanted

 to. These horses are descendents of our WW II Calvary horses and my Uncle who served in WW

 II purchased several of these magnificent animals when he returned home from the war. These

 animals must and should be saved for all Americans to see. Their story should be told so that all
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Flag Comment

2 days ago    link Lisa B. from Holden, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 days ago    link Kim L. from Nazareth, PA

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 days ago    link Kathryn F. from Princeton, NC

 signed.

2 days ago    link Nan E. from Vincentown, NJ

 signed.

2 days ago    link Someone from Leesville, LA

 signed.

2 days ago    link Dedra C. R. from Franklinville, NC

 signed.

2 days ago    link Someone from Saint Martinville, LA

 signed.

2 days ago    link staci-lee s. from Boca Raton, FL

 signed.

2 days ago    link Mila J. from Leesville, LA

 Americans know that they are down there. Because I didn't know that they were until just a few

 minutes ago! How dare the US Army to keep them hid all these years up until now! And now they

 just want to sell them off to kill buyers for European dinners! Shame on you! All this Government

 knows is to take our Native, Majestic American Mustangs, and these WWII Calvary mounts and

 the wild ponies of the outer banks and next will be the Chincoteague ponies and decimate them

 to extinction all because they say that they are a nuisance. What's next, our Senior Citizens? Stop

 this now!

Please protect these w wild & free animals. They've done nothing wrong so let them keep running

 free

THIS IS HORRIFYING, APPALLING &UN-AMERICAN

 HOW DARE U DO THIS TO AMERICAN HERO'S THAT SERVED THEIR COUNTRY! ???????

 THIS IS AN OUTRAGE!

#89



Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in IMMEDIATE DANGER | Petition2Congress

http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/2[8/24/2015 9:20:39 AM]

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 days ago    link Sarah S. from Lafayette, LA

 signed.

2 days ago    link Leigh Ann L. from Kearney, NE

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 days ago    link Maureen K. from Brockport, NY

 signed.

2 days ago    link Susan . from Buckley, WA

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 days ago    link Sarah P. from Arlington, VA

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 days ago    link Someone from Leesville, LA

 signed.

3 days ago    link Someone from Lafayette, LA

 signed.

3 days ago    link Someone from Charlotte, NC

How about we support and continue our traditions instead of getting rid of them? Wouldn't it be

 nice for somebody in charge to apply their brain and effort better than that?

Please Put a Halt To Removing Fort Polk's Historic Cavalry War Horse Herd . PLEASE RE-

EVALUATE THESE HORSES PROTECTED STATUS !! Thank You !!

Stop the GREED let our horses stay wild and not be replaced with cows and sheep!

Please don't remove these horses who are not endangering anyone. 

 I'm a retired Army officer who has served at Ft Polk, and there is more than enough room for

 them to be left alone. 

 IF you must thin the herd, then do so in a responsible way. NOT sell them to kill buyers.
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 signed.

3 days ago    link MELODY H. from Slidell, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link Deborah D. from Baton Rouge, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link Someone from Hydes, MD

 signed.

3 days ago    link Maren S. from Fort Wayne, IN

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link Hannah D. from Lafayette, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link Someone from Denton, TX

Fort Polks 1000 Horses WWII Cavalry descendants are in immediate danger of losing their home

 of 70 plus years and being sold for slaughter.

 Fort Polk Army Base said horses would not be removed till Jan 1 2016, however, that is not the

 case! THESE HORSES ARE ALREADY BEING RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC.. (slaughter)

 It's all about the MONEY. Our dire concern is that kill buyers who will profit by selling these

 horses to slaughter will try to claim these horses. Fort Polk game warden confirmed you can get 1

 to 50 Horses per permit.

These horses deserve a chance. Bring in final year vet students to geld the stallions. Stop letting

 the situation get out of hand then resort to extreme, unpleasant methods of dealing with problem

 military created to begin with...

Please leave the horses alone. They have been there for over 70 years and have a right to stay.

 These are not "trespass horses" and ripping their family groups apart and selling them is not

 okay!

Kisatchie sanctuary!!! Please #FortPolk
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 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link Donna G. from Fort Smith, AR

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link Kimberly C. from West Haven, CT

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link Andrea L. from Carver, MA

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link Suzanne B. from East Greenbush, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link Deb P. from Delavan, WI

 signed.

3 days ago    link Deborah H. from Wichita, KS

 signed.

3 days ago    link Gary P. from Farmingdale, NY

 signed.

All other areas of rehoming these horses should be considered including leaving these at Ft Polk.

These horses need to be safe where they are. They aren't hurting you leave them alone.

PLEASE let the HORSES be. That's their home. NO ONE should own them.

This country should be ashamed of even a thought of this. Who the hell do you think you are!!

this is not the way that descendants of American war horses should be treated. Don't sell to kill

 buyers.
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3 days ago    link Marcie N. from Flushing, NY

 signed.

3 days ago    link Genelle H. from Robeline, LA

 signed.

3 days ago    link Julie B. from Sebastopol, CA

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link Michelle S. from Jacksonville, FL

 signed.

3 days ago    link Linda D. from Jamul, CA

 signed.

3 days ago    link natasha j. from Pitkin, LA

 signed.

3 days ago    link Someone from Hanover, CT

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link Barbara W. from Tucson, AZ

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link lisabeth b. from Sherborn, MA

 signed.

It is unconscionable that these horses would be put at risk. Has your war on horses ended yet?

 When is enough going to be enough?

I am becoming more and more ashamed of this country, my country that would sell out the

 descendants of a noble breed that carried our proud military into battle.How can it be that these

 magnificent animals are being sold to kill buyers for human consumption, how can you in good

 conscience call yourselves Americans. Please stop the senseless slaughter of Americas wild

 horses.

HALT! How far will people go for a buck? It is shameful that we have to file a petition like this one.

 People in government, your salary comes from our tax dollars. And this is our voice.
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3 days ago    link Janet Y. from Highland, MD

 signed.

3 days ago    link Tina B. from West Grove, PA

 signed.

3 days ago    link Erik S. from Central Point, OR

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link Cathy W. from Chapel Hill, NC

 signed.

3 days ago    link Mary B. from Buras, LA

 signed.

3 days ago    link William V. from New Orleans, LA

 signed.

3 days ago    link Denise D. from Albuquerque, NM

 signed.

3 days ago    link Brittany M. from Lafayette, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link Mary B. from Many, LA

 signed.

3 days ago    link Angie M. from Mesa, AZ

 writes:

Even if you happen to have no compassion for these beautiful horses, perhaps you are

 compassionate about AMERICA Home of the FREE. These horses are Veterans of our heritage

 and deserve to be preserved as they have been for so many years.

It is unbelievable that we would even consider getting rid of these horses. I am completely

 appalled and find this very unsettling. Why would we jeopardize the lives of these amazing

 animals while simultaneously destroying a huge part of our nation's and our state's history. These

 horses should remain where they have been for the past 7 decades and we should be grateful

 that they are there. Please stop the removal of the Fort Polk wild horses.

4806949624
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Flag Comment

3 days ago    link kahmelia s. from Marietta, GA

 signed.

3 days ago    link Lisa B. from Reno, NV

 signed.

3 days ago    link Barbara J. from Saint Albans, WV

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link David C. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link Kathleen K. from Saint Cloud, FL

 signed.

3 days ago    link suzan h. from Morriston, FL

 signed.

3 days ago    link Tori V. from Port Barre, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link Catheine B. from Kingman, AZ

 signed.

3 days ago    link Susan H. from Weedsport, NY

 signed.

Where's your honor and integrity concerning these animals. You are learning to protect and

 defend so protect and defend these babies. What's the matter with you? They have a right to life

 as well as you do. Their blood will forever be on your hands and in your minds if you let these

 beauties be killed. Pull up your big boy pants and do the right thing...give them their life...please

 don't disgrace yourself further. The world is watching your decision on the horses lives.

I think this is a public disgrace that the government cares so little for our national heritage

These animals have done their time, just like the veteran's, now give them a break. They're what

 this country is built on, they're a part of our history & don't deserve to be treated this way.
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3 days ago    link Someone from Many, LA

 signed.

3 days ago    link Nita E. from Cave Creek, AZ

 signed.

3 days ago    link Someone from Show Low, AZ

 signed.

3 days ago    link Jane H. from Many, LA

 signed.

3 days ago    link Teresa T. from Lake Grove, NY

 signed.

3 days ago    link Carlene C. from Slidell, LA

 signed.

3 days ago    link Carlene C. from Slidell, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 days ago    link KAREN H. from Walden, CO

 signed.

3 days ago    link Helga E. from Cotopaxi, CO

 signed.

4 days ago    link Susan B. from Hudson, WI

 signed.

4 days ago    link Bobbi B. from Bethel, MN

 signed.

4 days ago    link Someone from Andover, NJ

 signed.

4 days ago    link Lyn J. from Glen Burnie, MD

 signed.

Please take care of these animals. They are Veterans. They were there and I am sure they went

 thru some terrible times in those conflict. They should be kept and honored just like the veterans

 that they are . We do not kill our Veteran's!
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4 days ago    link Brooke F. from Canandaigua, NY

 signed.

4 days ago    link Elaine n. from Lanesboro, MA

 signed.

Take Action Now
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 SubmitAction Home Legislator Directory Start a Petition

9 minutes ago    link Sharon S. from Gig Harbor, WA

 writes:

Flag Comment

32 minutes ago    link Shirley S. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Someone from Adrian, MI

 signed.

Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in
 IMMEDIATE DANGER

 721 People Have Sent 1,624 Letters and Emails

Take Action Now

Some recent comments: these messages are published with permission of the signer.

Protect the offspring of the horses that aided you when you went to war!!!!! Figure out some better

 measure and learn to cohabitate with them like you have been doing.

Please leave those horses alone they are a part of Fort Polk history. How ironic is it when you will

 preserve an old house or building but a piece of living history you want to destroy. What's wrong

 with the politics in this country.

<< prev 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 next >>1

#89

http://www.petition2congress.com/
http://www.petition2congress.com/
http://www.petition2congress.com/congress/
http://www.petition2congress.com/create
http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger
http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/5
http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/5
http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/6
http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/6
http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/7
http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/7
http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/8
http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/8


Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in IMMEDIATE DANGER | Petition2Congress

http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/1[8/24/2015 9:21:10 AM]

1 hour ago    link Teresa J. from Thurston, NE

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Ana A. from Alcolu, SC

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Edward W. from Reedy, WV

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Maureen W. from Reedy, WV

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Cynthia P. from Ramona, CA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Evelyn B. from Lakeland, FL

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Helen K. from Tannersville, PA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link gail w. from Strawberry Plains, TN

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Eleanor D. from Coxsackie, NY

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Shamicha Y. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

These horses need protected. As their ancestors payed their way by being war horses.

it is a shame that the offspring of the WWII cavalry horses are going to have to loose their lives

 because a few military leaders have gotten poop on their shoes....they should EMBRACE it, It

 could bring them luck

without the horses in WWII and the soldiers who handled them, we could possibly be speaking

 German...these horses deserve our help, some of their ancestors gave "their ALL"
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3 hours ago    link erin c. from Champaign, IL

 signed.

4 hours ago    link Magan G. from Hineston, LA

 signed.

5 hours ago    link Mary W. from Hilliard, FL

 signed.

5 hours ago    link Janel C. from Frankfort, IL

 signed.

6 hours ago    link lynn m. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

6 hours ago    link Phyllis B. from Prather, CA

 signed.

6 hours ago    link sarah D. from Torrance, CA

 signed.

6 hours ago    link Jan J. from Springville, CA

 signed.

7 hours ago    link Yvonne S. from Monterey, CA

 signed.

7 hours ago    link Wanda H. from Slagle, LA

 signed.

7 hours ago    link Dusti P. from Hornbeck, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

8 hours ago    link carol b. from Greer, SC

What about the thousands upon thousands of dollars if new unused material and other new items

 buried every year? Guess these horses are in the way too.

These horses are beautiful creatures and seeing them up close and personal is so peaceful!!

 These horses have so much history in this area and for the Louisiana military!! I live not far from

 Peason Ridge and have seen these horses many times growing up... To have them vanish would

 be detrimental...
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 writes:

Flag Comment

8 hours ago    link kim h. from Newcastle, ME

 signed.

8 hours ago    link Gale B. from Graham, WA

 writes:

Flag Comment

8 hours ago    link Lorie R. from Allentown, PA

 signed.

9 hours ago    link Someone from Fort Polk, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

9 hours ago    link Carole Z. from Old Fields, WV

 signed.

10 hours ago    link Alex M. from Saint Petersburg, FL

 signed.

10 hours ago    link Rene B. from Paradise, CA

 signed.

10 hours ago    link Samantha P. from Lafayette, LA

 signed.

10 hours ago    link Jan H. from Wildomar, CA

 writes:

To paraphrase: , We hold these truths to be self evident: that all creatutes are born equal and free.

 Thst they are endowed with inalienable rights of FREEDOM AND LIFE AND THE PURSUIT OF

 HAPPINESS

These are the family of the brave war horses that carried those solders into battle. Is anything left

 in America safe from greed? Why must man profit from the horrible deaths of all of our horses?

These horses add so much to this area! Please do not deprive future residents of the opportunity

 to witness these majestic creatures!!
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Flag Comment

10 hours ago    link Debra W. from Idabel, OK

 signed.

10 hours ago    link Kristin S. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

10 hours ago    link Julie R. from Medina, OH

 signed.

10 hours ago    link Kristin S. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Teresa J. from Sumner, IL

 writes:

Flag Comment

11 hours ago    link Cindi K. from Evansdale, IA

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Lisa L. from San Leandro, CA

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Lisa L. from San Leandro, CA

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Linda S. from Castle, OK

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Judy L. from Rochester, MN

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Sabrina G. from Florence, AL

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Elizabeth M. from Enterprise, AL

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Someone from Jacksonville, AR

Stop this insanity of destroying our horses for the benefit of war games.

These are the family of the brave war horses that carried those solders into battle. Is anything left

 in America safe from greed? Why must man profit from the horrible deaths of all of our horses?
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 writes:

Flag Comment

11 hours ago    link Nadeen R. from Massapequa, NY

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Samantha H. from Elizabeth, CO

 signed.

12 hours ago    link Someone from Robeline, LA

 signed.

12 hours ago    link Ronald S. from Irvine, CA

 signed.

12 hours ago    link Donna S. from Huntsville, AR

 signed.

12 hours ago    link Brenda E. from New Llano, LA

 signed.

12 hours ago    link Shelly S. from Natchitoches, LA

 signed.

13 hours ago    link Debra H. from Glen Allen, VA

 signed.

13 hours ago    link Sherry D. from Robert, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

13 hours ago    link Sherry D. from Robert, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

We would watch them while stationed at Ft. Polk, please protect this national treasure.

These horses are part of Louisiana's history and heritage! Please keep where they belong.. Where

 they are now!

These horses are part of Louisiana's history and heritage! Please keep where they belong.. Where

 they are now!
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13 hours ago    link Denise s. from Brick, NJ

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Velva S. from Provencal, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

14 hours ago    link Velva S. from Provencal, LA

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Someone from Deridder, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

14 hours ago    link JoAnn A. from Warren, NJ

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Amy P. from Muskegon, MI

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Someone from Hollister, MO

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Someone from Hollister, MO

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Someone from Hollister, MO

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Laura M. from Knoxville, GA

 signed.

15 hours ago    link jacki t. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Tonia S. from Many, LA

 signed.

I live in Kisatchie, these horses have been here as long as I can remember, they deserve to STAY

 here and be left ALONE!!! Please, do not take them away!!!

These horses are an important part of history, please don't get rid of them. Training has been

 going on for several decades with theses horses in attendance.
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16 hours ago    link Someone from Leesville, LA

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Cindy J. from Lakeview, MI

 writes:

Flag Comment

16 hours ago    link Kayla S. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Beth I. from Jber, AK

 writes:

Flag Comment

16 hours ago    link barb C. from Garden City, KS

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Rose P. from Blairsville, GA

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Someone from Pitkin, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

16 hours ago    link Kelsi J. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

18 hours ago    link pamela h. from Fort Benning, GA

 writes:

If they can't be fenced in on so many acres then you need someone to work the sales of the

 horses, not to be in a hurry you need to know who is receiving the horses, again hire a person to

 help that is an advocate for the horses, they know what to look for because it just would not be

 right to sell them to a KB for slaughter, remember they were there when the military needed them

 and now you must work for the horses.

I would see these horses every evening heading home while stationed at Polk. They never

 harmed anyone, never came into populated areas, always stayed in the wooded sections. Leave

 them alone

These hoses are part of our history in this area and belong where they can be wild and free.

 Please re-consider and leave them protected, this is their home.
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Flag Comment

19 hours ago    link Lisa F. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Catherine b. from Littleton, CO

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Florence H. from Colorado Springs, CO

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Judy M. from Cedar Park, TX

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Stephanie J. from Fort Polk, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

20 hours ago    link Jill O. from Chisago City, MN

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Cata P. from Leander, TX

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Someone from Fort Polk, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

21 hours ago    link Someone from Opelousas, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

Please don't harm these beautiful animals. Seeing these horses free at fort polk was sucha

 beautiful and awe inspiring site. save them!

Keep the horses and leave them alone. They are one of the few beauties of Fort Polk. They do no

 harm and everyone loves them. Please don't hurt these innocent animals!

They should leave them alone. They been here longer thrn most people. Our family loves them.

Leave the horses alone. Military can work around them.
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21 hours ago    link linda g. from Valley Cottage, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

22 hours ago    link Elaine L. from Robeline, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

22 hours ago    link Someone from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

22 hours ago    link Lisa S. from Pitkin, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

22 hours ago    link Someone from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

22 hours ago    link Mary B. from Many, LA

 signed.

Protect the horses.They are not food.

Leave the horses alone!! They don't kill, shoot, rob, or hurt!! They have a right to live free as they

 have done so many years!! Do something about the killing thugs on the street!!!

The game warden on north fort is trying to catch people looking at the horses, he wants to write

 tickets for it, but if you are willing to drive up to his office and get a permit he will drive you around

 and show you where they are at.

Respect these horses

I work on Fort Polk, and love seeing the horses. I have always thought Ft. Polk was unique

 because they DID allow these horses to roam free. It would be a shame to see this end. Who are

 they really hurting by being there???!
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22 hours ago    link Karen A. from Pitkin, LA

 signed.

23 hours ago    link kip l. from Cave Creek, AZ

 signed.

23 hours ago    link Abbey F. from Littleton, CO

 signed.

23 hours ago    link Pamela F. from Littleton, CO

 writes:

Flag Comment

23 hours ago    link Someone from Buckeye, AZ

 writes:

Flag Comment

23 hours ago    link Sara C. from Kansas City, MO

 writes:

Flag Comment

23 hours ago    link Shelly V. from Coatesville, PA

 writes:

Flag Comment

Please protect these horses, they are a part of history. They have lived there for years, the military

 has worked around them, please continue to do so!

As an Army Officer wife of 27 years (Field Artillery) and an equestrian, these horses play an

 important role in the history and future of our military. Please DO NOT remove these horses!

These horses have historical significance. They deserve to be free. Let them be.

Please leave the hosres alone. I lived there 2 years and went there often to see them. They live

 there and need to stay there!!!!!

<< prev 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 next >>1
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1 hour ago    link Diane R. from North Hollywood, CA

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Someone from Deridder, LA

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Deborah C. from East Stroudsburg, PA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Tom C. from Bedford, IN

 signed.

2 hours ago    link jewel h. from Provencal, LA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Someone from Leesville, LA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Someone from Pitkin, LA

 signed.
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 741 People Have Sent 1,656 Letters and Emails

Take Action Now

Some recent comments: these messages are published with permission of the signer.
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2 hours ago    link Mary Ann F. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Someone from Hildebran, NC

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Keshia H. from Merryville, LA

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Codi W. from Manhattan, KS

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Karen M. from Sunnyvale, CA

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Caty C. from Littleton, CO

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 hours ago    link Donna G. from Fort Smith, AR

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 hours ago    link Birgitt T. from Deridder, LA

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Dolly O. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Debra G. from Adrian, MI

 writes:

NO MORE ROUNDUPS! Stop the insanity!

These horses should be treated as retired service horses. Their descendants should be protected,

 gives the soldiers good training for "land mines". Couldn't help the pun.

I am absolutely ashamed of our Government for removing these horses. Their descendants fought

 for and with us in many battles and this is what they get in return. These horses deserve so much

 more than handing a permit for someone, most likely kill buyers, to gather 1 to 50 horses. This is

 absurd. Is nothing in this Nation sacred anymore??? How can anyone say that they are trespass

 horses when we all know exactly who they are. If people have dropped horses off there then so

 be it. This must stop and stop now. Your Constituents have voted you in and sure can vote you
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Flag Comment

3 hours ago    link Dee Anne J. from Colorado Springs, CO

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 hours ago    link Martina S. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

4 hours ago    link Kathrin J. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

4 hours ago    link Sharon S. from Gig Harbor, WA

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 hours ago    link Shirley S. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

5 hours ago    link Someone from Adrian, MI

 signed.

5 hours ago    link Teresa J. from Thurston, NE

 writes:

Flag Comment

 out which will happen if you cannot start hearing the public's opinion. Stop this now and save

 these Icons of out heritage and history!!!

These horses are a part of our History! Treat them as such.

Protect the offspring of the horses that aided you when you went to war!!!!! Figure out some better

 measure and learn to cohabitate with them like you have been doing.

Please leave those horses alone they are a part of Fort Polk history. How ironic is it when you will

 preserve an old house or building but a piece of living history you want to destroy. What's wrong

 with the politics in this country.

These horses need protected. As their ancestors payed their way by being war horses.
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5 hours ago    link Ana A. from Alcolu, SC

 signed.

5 hours ago    link Edward W. from Reedy, WV

 writes:

Flag Comment

5 hours ago    link Maureen W. from Reedy, WV

 writes:

Flag Comment

6 hours ago    link Cynthia P. from Ramona, CA

 signed.

6 hours ago    link Evelyn B. from Lakeland, FL

 signed.

6 hours ago    link Helen K. from Tannersville, PA

 signed.

6 hours ago    link gail w. from Strawberry Plains, TN

 signed.

7 hours ago    link Eleanor D. from Coxsackie, NY

 signed.

7 hours ago    link Shamicha Y. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

8 hours ago    link erin c. from Champaign, IL

 signed.

8 hours ago    link Magan G. from Hineston, LA

 signed.

9 hours ago    link Mary W. from Hilliard, FL

it is a shame that the offspring of the WWII cavalry horses are going to have to loose their lives

 because a few military leaders have gotten poop on their shoes....they should EMBRACE it, It

 could bring them luck

without the horses in WWII and the soldiers who handled them, we could possibly be speaking

 German...these horses deserve our help, some of their ancestors gave "their ALL"
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 signed.

10 hours ago    link Janel C. from Frankfort, IL

 signed.

10 hours ago    link lynn m. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

10 hours ago    link Phyllis B. from Prather, CA

 signed.

10 hours ago    link sarah D. from Torrance, CA

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Jan J. from Springville, CA

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Yvonne S. from Monterey, CA

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Wanda H. from Slagle, LA

 signed.

12 hours ago    link Dusti P. from Hornbeck, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

12 hours ago    link carol b. from Greer, SC

 writes:

Flag Comment

What about the thousands upon thousands of dollars if new unused material and other new items

 buried every year? Guess these horses are in the way too.

These horses are beautiful creatures and seeing them up close and personal is so peaceful!!

 These horses have so much history in this area and for the Louisiana military!! I live not far from

 Peason Ridge and have seen these horses many times growing up... To have them vanish would

 be detrimental...

To paraphrase: , We hold these truths to be self evident: that all creatutes are born equal and free.

 Thst they are endowed with inalienable rights of FREEDOM AND LIFE AND THE PURSUIT OF

 HAPPINESS

#89



Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in IMMEDIATE DANGER | Petition2Congress

http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/1[8/24/2015 1:37:30 PM]

12 hours ago    link kim h. from Newcastle, ME

 signed.

12 hours ago    link Gale B. from Graham, WA

 writes:

Flag Comment

13 hours ago    link Lorie R. from Allentown, PA

 signed.

13 hours ago    link Someone from Fort Polk, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

14 hours ago    link Carole Z. from Old Fields, WV

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Alex M. from Saint Petersburg, FL

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Rene B. from Paradise, CA

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Samantha P. from Lafayette, LA

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Jan H. from Wildomar, CA

 writes:

Flag Comment

14 hours ago    link Debra W. from Idabel, OK

 signed.

These are the family of the brave war horses that carried those solders into battle. Is anything left

 in America safe from greed? Why must man profit from the horrible deaths of all of our horses?

These horses add so much to this area! Please do not deprive future residents of the opportunity

 to witness these majestic creatures!!

Stop this insanity of destroying our horses for the benefit of war games.
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15 hours ago    link Kristin S. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Julie R. from Medina, OH

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Kristin S. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Teresa J. from Sumner, IL

 writes:

Flag Comment

15 hours ago    link Cindi K. from Evansdale, IA

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Lisa L. from San Leandro, CA

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Lisa L. from San Leandro, CA

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Linda S. from Castle, OK

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Judy L. from Rochester, MN

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Sabrina G. from Florence, AL

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Elizabeth M. from Enterprise, AL

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Someone from Jacksonville, AR

 writes:

Flag Comment

16 hours ago    link Nadeen R. from Massapequa, NY

These are the family of the brave war horses that carried those solders into battle. Is anything left

 in America safe from greed? Why must man profit from the horrible deaths of all of our horses?

We would watch them while stationed at Ft. Polk, please protect this national treasure.
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 signed.

16 hours ago    link Samantha H. from Elizabeth, CO

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Someone from Robeline, LA

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Ronald S. from Irvine, CA

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Donna S. from Huntsville, AR

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Brenda E. from New Llano, LA

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Shelly S. from Natchitoches, LA

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Debra H. from Glen Allen, VA

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Sherry D. from Robert, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

18 hours ago    link Sherry D. from Robert, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

18 hours ago    link Denise s. from Brick, NJ

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Velva S. from Provencal, LA

 writes:

These horses are part of Louisiana's history and heritage! Please keep where they belong.. Where

 they are now!

These horses are part of Louisiana's history and heritage! Please keep where they belong.. Where

 they are now!

I live in Kisatchie, these horses have been here as long as I can remember, they deserve to STAY
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Flag Comment

18 hours ago    link Velva S. from Provencal, LA

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Someone from Deridder, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

18 hours ago    link JoAnn A. from Warren, NJ

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Amy P. from Muskegon, MI

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Someone from Hollister, MO

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Someone from Hollister, MO

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Someone from Hollister, MO

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Laura M. from Knoxville, GA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link jacki t. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Tonia S. from Many, LA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Someone from Leesville, LA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Cindy J. from Lakeview, MI

 writes:

 here and be left ALONE!!! Please, do not take them away!!!

These horses are an important part of history, please don't get rid of them. Training has been

 going on for several decades with theses horses in attendance.

If they can't be fenced in on so many acres then you need someone to work the sales of the
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Flag Comment

20 hours ago    link Kayla S. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Beth I. from Jber, AK

 writes:

Flag Comment

21 hours ago    link barb C. from Garden City, KS

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Rose P. from Blairsville, GA

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Someone from Pitkin, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

21 hours ago    link Kelsi J. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

23 hours ago    link pamela h. from Fort Benning, GA

 writes:

Flag Comment

23 hours ago    link Lisa F. from Leesville, LA

 horses, not to be in a hurry you need to know who is receiving the horses, again hire a person to

 help that is an advocate for the horses, they know what to look for because it just would not be

 right to sell them to a KB for slaughter, remember they were there when the military needed them

 and now you must work for the horses.

I would see these horses every evening heading home while stationed at Polk. They never

 harmed anyone, never came into populated areas, always stayed in the wooded sections. Leave

 them alone

These hoses are part of our history in this area and belong where they can be wild and free.

 Please re-consider and leave them protected, this is their home.

Please don't harm these beautiful animals. Seeing these horses free at fort polk was sucha

 beautiful and awe inspiring site. save them!
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Copyright Petition2Congress

 signed.

23 hours ago    link Catherine b. from Littleton, CO

 signed.

Take Action Now
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 SubmitAction Home Legislator Directory Start a Petition

2 minutes ago    link Lee J. from Kirkland, WA

 signed.

20 minutes ago    link Christopher P. from Orlando, FL

 signed.

1 hour ago    link Kari S. from Sulphur, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 hour ago    link Kaitlin M. from Farmingville, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in
 IMMEDIATE DANGER

 840 People Have Sent 1,860 Letters and Emails

Take Action Now

Some recent comments: these messages are published with permission of the signer.

I am opposed to harming, capturing, or eliminating these horse herds from the area.

#AllLivesMatter&#10084;&#65039; #SpreadLove
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2 hours ago    link Jennifer N. from Fort Worth, TX

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link Shirley m. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

2 hours ago    link Barb B. from Glendale, AZ

 signed.

2 hours ago    link Shirley S. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

3 hours ago    link Katherine G. from Hollsopple, PA

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Samantha M. from Anacoco, LA

 signed.

3 hours ago    link Someone from Fort Rucker, AL

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 hours ago    link Marie Gail K. from Freedom, ME

 writes:

Save the wonderful horses be human

please save these beautiful historic animals. You should take time to listen to the relatives of old

 timers that had to move out off the land for the army. It's sad in lots of ways. These horses are

 part of LA, please don't get rid of them. They could be part of tourism in Vernon Parish.

Leave the horses alone. They should be being protected by Fort Polk.

Let animals be animals the way God intended. We have changed this world enough to make it the

 way we want. It's time for us to mold around them. Time for a change.

Respectfully I ask you to find a way to keep this wild horses wild and free. I understand the land is
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Flag Comment

4 hours ago    link Jody A. from Los Angeles, CA

 writes:

Flag Comment

4 hours ago    link Dakota U. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

4 hours ago    link Jordan U. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

4 hours ago    link June E. from Gallipolis, OH

 writes:

 used for other purposes but they have been there almost 100 yrs. Please allow some to remain.

 The others please look into lands they can be relocated to. Military lands, Forestry lands, BLM

 lands. Maybe privately owned lands leased or purchased for these horses. I do not want them

 sold, penned or slaughtered. They belong wild and free. This great country has the land, we just

 need to utilize it more fairly. Remove public livestock grazing OFF public lands, give these horses

 unused military lands, lease private lands, insist BLM allot them public grazing lands that they do

 NOT have to share with privately owned livestock. BLM had / has the responsibility to protect

 these wild horses. They get paid to do a job. They have not done it. Since 1971 when WHBA was

 passed BLM has lost, stole, swapped, leased out, given away more then half of the 53.7 million

 acres the wild horses were on in 1971. The wild horses are now down to fewer then 26 million

 acres that they MUST share with Privately owned livestock. BLM says over population of wild

 horses. Total BS what it is a loss of lands. Please help keep our wild horses wild. The few that

 were privately owned that have intermingled you should be allowed to be rehomed but the

 decedents of these historic cavalry horses deserve the right to remain free. Please help justice to

 be done. Thank you Gail Kenney

It is sickening what our government is doing to our American wild horses. The horse was our

 American pillar and our devoir for hundreds of years and this is how our government officials

 repay the horse. It should be mandatory for all government officials on the issue of round ups and

 horse export for slaughter to watch the horrific and barbaric videos of horses being slaughtered

 (wild horses too) in Mexico, Canada and over seas. And our nation allows this massacre to

 happen. Shame on our government...yes the people who could pass the law to end horse export

 and slaughter. Our wild horses are NOT the problem. But the wealthy ranchers help and aid in

 feathering the pockets of our politicians campaigns. So of could it's the wild horse who will lose

 this battle and could even become extinct. Shame on the BLM and our government for all the

 round ups. It's not the answer.

My Aunt and Uncle Hebert. Live right off Post there I lived there and loved it myself.In this cruel

 world everything of beauty and meaning are being destroyed. The freedom and majesty of horses

 is breathtaking.Please don't kill God's creation
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Flag Comment

4 hours ago    link Bertha H. from Livingston, LA

 signed.

5 hours ago    link Desiree F. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

6 hours ago    link Patricia B. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

6 hours ago    link Deanna D. from Indianapolis, IN

 writes:

Flag Comment

6 hours ago    link Joy J. from Buffalo, NY

 signed.

6 hours ago    link KAREN H. from Walden, CO

 signed.

8 hours ago    link karen k. from New Braunfels, TX

 signed.

11 hours ago    link Nina P. from Ellabell, GA

 writes:

Flag Comment

11 hours ago    link Irma P. from Phoenix, AZ

 signed.

12 hours ago    link Debbie S. from Eure, NC

 signed.

13 hours ago    link Cameron M. from Hornbeck, LA

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Brandy S. from New Orleans, LA

I would take one bring one to me in Indiana I would be HONORED to have one please

Leave those beautiful wild creatures alone. Remove them yes but don't let them end up at the

 slaughter house. They are one of the hidden treasures of Fort Polk!
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 writes:

Flag Comment

14 hours ago    link Pam R. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

14 hours ago    link Deborah S. from Natchitoches, LA

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Tiffany W. from Duncan, OK

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Tammy B. from Robeline, LA

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Someone from Grove City, OH

 signed.

15 hours ago    link dory c. from Butte, MT

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Elizabeth W. from Black Canyon City, AZ

 signed.

15 hours ago    link Elizabeth W. from Black Canyon City, AZ

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Lina A. from Wilmington, IL

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Shelley S. from Bandera, TX

 writes:

Flag Comment

16 hours ago    link libby A. from Mocksville, NC

I am with Humane Society of Louisiana and I will fight for these horses!

Coming from a military family; father retired Air Force, father-in-law retired Navy, one son who

 served peacetime and two sons that served in Iraq; I am sickened by the military's view of these

 horses. The caisson of the Army moved on the backs of these animals, the cavalry was carried by

 these animals and the Army continues to use horses to honor the fallen. Strange that the honor of

 the fallen is portrayed by "cockroaches". Stop with the rhetoric and do the right thing, leave the

 horses as they are.
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 signed.

16 hours ago    link Vicki R. from Pequea, PA

 writes:

Flag Comment

16 hours ago    link Megan A. from Anacoco, LA

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Melody M. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Melody M. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

16 hours ago    link Eugene K. from Clarksville, TN

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Louise C. from Gilbert, AZ

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Someone from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

17 hours ago    link Jordan C. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

17 hours ago    link mary c. from Colorado Springs, CO

 signed.

17 hours ago    link Steven W. from Graham, WA

 signed.

18 hours ago    link kathy l. from Myrtle Creek, OR

 signed.

I am ashamed at the human race for being so greedy, not caring about these horses that are

 descendants of those who went to battle n risked their lives for the human race for our freedom

 ..This is how we repay them..SAD Leave them alone n let them live on their land

These horses belong to Louisiana just like deer, gators and the red headed woodpecker. Are they

 next? Please help protect the horses and let them roam as they have in peace for many years.
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18 hours ago    link Someone from Provencal, LA

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Deborah P. from Saint Marys, KS

 writes:

Flag Comment

18 hours ago    link Monyca M. from Ashland, KY

 signed.

18 hours ago    link Ruth P. from Hatboro, PA

 signed.

18 hours ago    link scott c. from Alpharetta, GA

 signed.

18 hours ago    link bonnie c. from Alpharetta, GA

 signed.

19 hours ago    link david y. from Cocoa, FL

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Kathy L. from Sandwich, MA

 signed.

19 hours ago    link Someone from Leesville, LA

 signed.

19 hours ago    link JOANNE C. from Lowgap, NC

 writes:

Flag Comment

19 hours ago    link Agatha S. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

19 hours ago    link sara r. from Fort Polk, LA

We have a duty to honour and care for our living history, including and perhaps most importantly,

 the animals who walk among us. These Cavalry descendants need their protected status returned

 and a home where they won't be touched by killers.

Please save these horses! Nothing is sacred anymore, but it should be! Please protect the historic

 cavalry descended horses! Do not let them be taken to slaughter! Stop all kill buyers from getting

 these horses or any horses and making profit from their deaths, their tortured deaths!
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 signed.

19 hours ago    link Dana M. from Eupora, MS

 writes:

Flag Comment

19 hours ago    link Diane C. from Braidwood, IL

 writes:

Flag Comment

19 hours ago    link Nicole W. from Essex, IL

 writes:

Flag Comment

19 hours ago    link Dana M. from Eupora, MS

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Robert E. from Wilkes Barre, PA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Teresa D. from Rotonda West, FL

 writes:

Flag Comment

20 hours ago    link Tamara U. from Chappell, NE

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Katherine K. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Gloria K. from Whitewood, SD

Please find an appropriate solution to this situation ASAP. This is one problem we CAN solve!

 TY/dm

What you plan on doing is WRONG!

I have seen and worked around these beautiful animals and they will always have a special place

 in my heart. Leave these magnificent animals alone!!!!

These horses should be appreciated, honored and respected. Man is so cruel.
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 writes:

Flag Comment

20 hours ago    link Mindy C. from Richmond, VA

 writes:

Flag Comment

20 hours ago    link Someone from Leesville, LA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Liana B. from Winchester, VA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Valarie W. from Saint Louis, MO

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Kendra C. from Hackberry, LA

 signed.

20 hours ago    link Jutta W. from New Llano, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

21 hours ago    link candice N. from Hebron, MD

 writes:

Flag Comment

These are descendants of our Cavalry horses and this is the way they are treated? I am appalled

 at the lack of concern for these magnificent wild horses! There is hundreds of thousands of acres

 where these horses could be rehomed! I am so ashamed of our government who won't even take

 care of the descendants of our Cavalry horses many of whom gave their lives in battle! If you will

 not stand up for our horses, you will no longer get my nor my family's votes!

My Grandfather served in the U.S.Cavalry and would be appalled by this issue. On his behalf and

 those who served in the Horse Cavalry years, have some respect for the families of these equine

 veterans.

I actually work in these woods where the Horses are. They don't bother us, they don't bother the

 soldiers. Now the snakes on the other hand...they do bite and bother, and are way more

 dangerous than Horses!

These horses need to be protected - NOT slaughtered !
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21 hours ago    link Someone from Pitkin, LA

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Someone from Harrodsburg, KY

 signed.

21 hours ago    link JANIS J. from Evans, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

21 hours ago    link Someone from Lake Charles, LA

 signed.

21 hours ago    link Jaquitta B. from Deridder, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

21 hours ago    link Shelly V. from Coatesville, PA

 writes:

Flag Comment

22 hours ago    link Jennifer H. from Erie, PA

 signed.

22 hours ago    link Mandi H. from Gambrills, MD

 signed.

22 hours ago    link Maggie B. from North Stonington, CT

 signed.

22 hours ago    link LaWanda T. from Burkeville, TX

Why can't these horses be given to people in the community, or anyone who would give them a

 home? Why kill them? This is just so wrong on so many levels.

The horses are part of Fort Polk. Leave them alone they have been out there for ever. They are

 free and beautiful to watch.

These horses live there and been there for years. I lived at Polk for 2 years and loved to go out

 and see the horses and photograph them. Leave them a lone!!!!
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 writes:

Flag Comment

22 hours ago    link Carol C. from Slidell, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

22 hours ago    link Sandra K. from East Waterford, PA

 signed.

23 hours ago    link mendy t. from Kansas City, MO

 signed.

23 hours ago    link mendy t. from Kansas City, MO

 signed.

23 hours ago    link Someone from Monroe, LA

 signed.

23 hours ago    link Clifford B. from Saint Paul, MN

 signed.

23 hours ago    link Betty R. from Sherman, TX

 writes:

Flag Comment

23 hours ago    link Katharine M. from Corrales, NM

 writes:

Flag Comment

The horses are a part of Fort Polk.

Please stop this in-humane treatment of these animals. They are part of the history of Fort Polk,

 and some worthwhile use could certainly be found. No kill buyers, please.

Dear Sirs.when the Army mechanized, it was ordered to slaughter all there horses; but do to some

 who respectedthem not all were killed thru no fault of our government. my father was a horse

 soldier,we respect the Army but you need to respect your past,and those who were a part it if

 your able to go to war don't you think you could fine a way to help these vet.families

Please save our wild horses
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Copyright Petition2Congress

23 hours ago    link Patricia L. from Buckfield, ME

 signed.

1 day ago    link Cheryal J. from Saint George, UT

 writes:

Flag Comment

1 day ago    link Ashley Jennifer V. from East Hampton, NY

 signed.

1 day ago    link Diane R. from North Hollywood, CA

 signed.

I watched what they did to the mustangs in Nevada BLM is not God! Do not do this I am begging

 you to prevent this, why does man have to own everything and the horses will pay the ultimate

 price. Please don't do this!

Take Action Now

<< prev 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 next >>1
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 SubmitAction Home Legislator Directory Start a Petition

August 19, 2015    link Michelle S. from Danville, CA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link judy k. from Eldorado, IL

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Molly M. from Paducah, KY

 writes:

Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in
 IMMEDIATE DANGER

 1,267 People Have Sent 2,740 Letters and Emails

Take Action Now

Some recent comments: these messages are published with permission of the signer.

Shame on our government for selling our history to be slaughtered like garbage!! This needs to

 stop!

These horses are in danger of Slaughter 

 with your maximum of 50 horses per permit!

 Please lower this to 2 per permit!

 Kill buyers will come and take them to 

 Mexico for slaughter!

<< prev 1 2 ... 6 7 8 9 10 12 13 next >>11
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Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link kathie s. from Charlotte, NC

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link marty c. from Jamestown, TN

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link maria d. from Summerville, SC

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Shari A. from Summit, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link kathie s. from Charlotte, NC

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link rebecca k. from Cincinnati, OH

 signed.

 BAN KILL BUYERS

 WHY is our government turning their back

 on these precious horses, who are

 Innocent!!!!! Money!? 

 SHAMEFUL

These are native American born an raised here that makes them a US CITIZEN NOT

 SLAUGHTER FOR YOU TOO PROFIT BY...

let them be! These horses deserve the same right of passage as their ancestors...

This rounding up of horses through out the states must stop! You are selling to kill buyers who

 have been caught unloading the horses they can't take to slaughter, and taking them there and

 letting them go! Much of this is by their hands!!

These are native American born an raised here that makes them a US CITIZEN NOT

 SLAUGHTER FOR YOU TOO PROFIT BY...
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August 19, 2015    link Someone from Mohegan Lake, NY

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Jennifer W. from Arkadelphia, AR

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Bridgette M. from Baileys Harbor, WI

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link elizabeth p. from Boulder, CO

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Shari A. from Summit, NY

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Julia T. from Florence, SC

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link kathie s. from Charlotte, NC

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Susan S. from Adams, WI

 writes:

Flag Comment

Why all of a sudden are these historical horses in the way? There must be other options besides

 removal and possible slaughter.

"The Greatness of a nation and its Moral progress can be Judged by the way its Animals are

 treated " Mahatma Ghandi

these horses' ancestors served our country and some died for our country. Don't these

 descendants deserve better than the slaughter house?

Leave the Polk Horses run wild. Leave all of our Wild Horses run wild. All of these horses should

 be protected and respected. Work to ensure their safety and well-being.

#89



Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in IMMEDIATE DANGER | Petition2Congress

http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/11[8/30/2015 7:54:30 PM]

August 19, 2015    link Tiffany H. from Lafayette, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Shari A. from Summit, NY

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Melissa M. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link denise c. from Perris, CA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Deanna D. from Indianapolis, IN

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Jamie B. from Dallas, OR

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Veronica H. from Buckeye, AZ

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link troy l. from Cedar Grove, TN

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link sharon D. from Kingston, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

These horses deserve to stay!!! Spend the time and effort on fences. Save these creatures!!

HAVE YOU NOT DONE ENOUGH TO MURDER ANIMALS ? LET THE HORSES LIVE GET RID

 OF THE $80 MILLION DOLLAR BLM HORSE KILLERS. MAKE LAWS TO PUNISH ANIMAL

 ABUSERS. DO SOMETHING .

As a born and bred American citizen, and lifetime horse woman --i find the proposed annihilation

 of these horses egregious disgusting inhumane and IMMORAL! Have we as,a,society sunk so

 low that our NATIONAL HERITAGE HORSES must be ripped from their homes and ultimately

 slaughtered? ??Cannot this government --that extends its borders to illegal immigrants --give

 homes and safety to horses born here -remnants of proud Cavalry Horses that served us in War?

 ?To say that i am appalled is an understatement! This must be stopped -all Wild HORSES MUST

 BE PROTECTED AND SAVED BEFORE THEY ARE EXTINCT! EXTINCTION IS FOREVER!
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August 19, 2015    link Barb B. from Glendale, AZ

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Martina m. from East China, MI

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Deirdre D. from Deerfield, NH

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Tamara G. from Flower Mound, TX

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Carolyn K. from Bourbonnais, IL

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link linda g. from Valley Cottage, NY

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Beverly D. H. from Macon, GA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link michelle L. from Cedar Grove, TN

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link JERRY D. from Austin, TX

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Anne Marie M. from Hampden, MA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Krista S. from Mullica Hill, NJ

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Sharon W. from Shipshewana, IN

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Virginia P. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

Kill buyers need to be banned from any sale, but these horses should be LEFT ALONE except for

 protection. How about more regulation on human activity? Kill buyers are the scum of the earth

 already. What about banning their activities?
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August 19, 2015    link DEBORAH L. from Levittown, PA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link daisy B. from Dacula, GA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link sharon D. from Kingston, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Nicole J. from Tomball, TX

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Debbie L. from Levittown, PA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Pamela V. from Fair Play, MO

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Laura D. from Mastic Beach, NY

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Debra K. from Suffolk, VA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Debra K. from Suffolk, VA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Suzanne S. from Doylestown, PA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link JUNE C. from Prairieville, LA

As a born and bred American citizen, and lifetime horse woman --i find the proposed annihilation

 of these horses egregious disgusting inhumane and IMMORAL! Have we as,a,society sunk so

 low that our NATIONAL HERITAGE HORSES must be ripped from their homes and ultimately

 slaughtered? ??Cannot this government --that extends its borders to illegal immigrants --give

 homes and safety to horses born here -remnants of proud Cavalry Horses that served us in War?

 ?To say that i am appalled is an understatement! This must be stopped -all Wild HORSES MUST

 BE PROTECTED AND SAVED BEFORE THEY ARE EXTINCT! EXTINCTION IS FOREVER!

Cannot this Army figure out how to fence off part of the land? We expect the inept to protect our

 country while destroying their very heritage?
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 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Someone from Farmington, MI

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Rose P. from Blairsville, GA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link donna P. from Rosepine, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Bri H. from Blythe, CA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Vickie C. from North Fort Myers, FL

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link John K. from Jemison, AL

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Jana I. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Donna F. from Pompano Beach, FL

 writes:

This is an outrage. They have been there for years. If they have to go take the time to find them a

 new place. We can't continue to take any life so lightly

Please let the horses run free...they are the heartbeat that helped us build this country so we

 could all be FREE...

 .God loves the horses and the caretakers of his creation...

If there is no harm to the environment or ecology of the area they inhabit, then leave these

 animals alone.

The battled w/ us, transported us West, entertained us, became our friends. Why would you send

 them to slaughter? how very wicked. God will judge.
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Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Someone from Tacoma, WA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Someone from Deridder, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Lynn M. from Rosepine, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Jessica C. from Fort Polk, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Pamela H. from Henderson, KY

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Laura L. from Orland Park, IL

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Dena T. from West Hartford, CT

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Alison G. from Overland Park, KS

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Summer M. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link donna s. from Ticonderoga, NY

 writes:

Not cool.

Leave these horses alone. They boost moral when the soldiers see them out there. They haven't

 done any harm.

Don't ship these horses out, leave them alone......if anything, work around and with the

 horses........no need to kill them. Afterall, they are war heroes too!! Remember WARHORSE
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Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Tonya A. from Villa Rica, GA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Valerie D. from Meriden, CT

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Linda S. from Saint Louis, MO

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Rosemarie D. from Poughkeepsie, NY

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Pamela K. from San Diego, CA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Christine K. from Glenolden, PA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Eileen C. from Hopkins, MN

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Susan W. from Walker, LA

leave wildhorses and burro alone

Why do we insist to invade these beautiful animals space and take them from their natural

 environment ..... This is cruel and unjust !!! I am livid at such outrage .... These beautiful animals

 don't bother anyone nor do they invade or cause any disruption to us .... We should Leave these

 beautiful animals to live their lives as we want to be able to live ours !!! To take them from this just

 to send them to a slaughter house is horrific !!!! There is absolutely NO Need in this !!! I will Stand

 Up for these wild Horses as all animals and be their voice until my last breath !!!!

The protected status for these living, breathing, descendants of war veterans needs to be re-

evaluated and re-instated! STOP any further action to remove these horses from their home!

6129689181
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 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Nickie H. from Fort Stewart, GA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Nickie H. from Fort Stewart, GA

 writes:

Leave these horses alone! 

 Why must you slaughter them????

In this day and age what a disgrace and an act of uneducation. 

 Recuse groups and organizations should be allowed time without the "kill buyers" being allowed

 in, to be able to find places to re home these horses. 

 The kill buyers should NOT be allowed access period. Is this the message we want to send our

 kids? That if something whether animal, person, building or art is in the way or unwanted eh just

 destroy it. Doesn't matter even if history is attached. 

 The Arny prides itself on its history yet here is one person not willing to give rescue groups time to

 act. It takes time to organize new homes, trailers, trucks, food etc. 

 The government itself could help relocate them to an area somewhere in the states where they

 can still run free.

In this day and age what a disgrace and an act of uneducation. 

 Recuse groups and organizations should be allowed time without the "kill buyers" being allowed

 in, to be able to find places to re home these horses. 

 The kill buyers should NOT be allowed access period. Is this the message we want to send our

 kids? That if something whether animal, person, building or art is in the way or unwanted eh just

 destroy it. Doesn't matter even if history is attached. 

 The Arny prides itself on its history yet here is one person not willing to give rescue groups time to

 act. It takes time to organize new homes, trailers, trucks, food etc. 

 The government itself could help relocate them to an area somewhere in the states where they
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Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Nickie H. from Fort Stewart, GA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Nickie H. from Fort Stewart, GA

 writes:

Flag Comment

 can still run free.

In this day and age what a disgrace and an act of uneducation. 

 Recuse groups and organizations should be allowed time without the "kill buyers" being allowed

 in, to be able to find places to re home these horses. 

 The kill buyers should NOT be allowed access period. Is this the message we want to send our

 kids? That if something whether animal, person, building or art is in the way or unwanted eh just

 destroy it. Doesn't matter even if history is attached. 

 The Arny prides itself on its history yet here is one person not willing to give rescue groups time to

 act. It takes time to organize new homes, trailers, trucks, food etc. 

 The government itself could help relocate them to an area somewhere in the states where they

 can still run free.

In this day and age what a disgrace and an act of uneducation. 

 Recuse groups and organizations should be allowed time without the "kill buyers" being allowed

 in, to be able to find places to re home these horses. 

 The kill buyers should NOT be allowed access period. Is this the message we want to send our

 kids? That if something whether animal, person, building or art is in the way or unwanted eh just

 destroy it. Doesn't matter even if history is attached. 

 The Arny prides itself on its history yet here is one person not willing to give rescue groups time to

 act. It takes time to organize new homes, trailers, trucks, food etc. 

 The government itself could help relocate them to an area somewhere in the states where they

 can still run free.
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August 19, 2015    link Ashley W. from Flushing, OH

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Someone from Plano, TX

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Jennifer R. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Shanna M. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Jean F. from Smyrna, TN

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Patricia H. from Stockbridge, GA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Sondra C. from Chatsworth, CA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Heather A. from Bossier City, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Someone from Leesville, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Kortnee D. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

Please save the horse.

These horses should be protected. From my understanding the rescue groups aren't even being

 granted time to come up with a proper solution. I personally know many people that are upset

 over this decision. I ask that you reconsider.

Please save the horses!
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August 19, 2015    link Patricia C. from Toms River, NJ

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Vonda B. from Floresville, TX

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link John S. from Excelsior Springs, MO

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Diana K. from Kansas City, MO

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Ruth & Rick B. from Souderton, PA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Cathy Ann M. from Waynesboro, PA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Someone from Fort Polk, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Someone from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Elizabeth T. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Scott K. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

Why can't they be relocated to a safer area on fort polk? Planting food away from the box, would

 keep them from coming out to the roads looking for food.

Leave the horses alone !

Take Action Now
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 SubmitAction Home Legislator Directory Start a Petition

August 19, 2015    link Someone from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Elizabeth T. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Scott K. from Leesville, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Cherene S. from Concord, CA

 writes:

Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in
 IMMEDIATE DANGER

 1,270 People Have Sent 2,752 Letters and Emails

Take Action Now

Some recent comments: these messages are published with permission of the signer.

Leave the horses alone !

It is disconcerting to think that such cruelty is allowed in my country. We are supposed to be the

 stewards of animals and not their cruel masters. There's no reason why these horses can't be

 assured safety and a peaceful existence without torture, fear or loss. They have emotions just as

<< prev 1 2 ... 6 7 8 9 10 11 13 next >>12
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Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link NANCY C. from Rome, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Someone from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Laurie C. from Kaufman, TX

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Cherene S. from Concord, CA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Nicole C. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Kelly F. from Robeline, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Becky M. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Debbie W. from Florien, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link arlene o. from Bedford, OH

 humans do. They also remember those who have been kind to them. Please do your part to

 protect them.

do we not have any honor in this country for all the animals who have helped shape us, who have

 worked and died for us.

At least be open and up front about what is happening to these horses. Give the people trying to

 find a solution time to find one. These horses have been there for a long time. What is the

 emergency that would cause so many to be sent to slaughter?

Please, please don't harm/move these beautiful creatures!! They are part of our history!!! :(
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 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Joan B. from Arlington, MA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link James Q. from Sulphur, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Eva S. from Many, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link mae m. from Reddick, FL

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Myra M. from Natchitoches, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link sam f. from Vista, CA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Janice R. from Tipp City, OH

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Someone from Fort Polk, LA

 writes:

These Horses not treaspassers they are decendants

 , NO TO REMOVEL OF ANY OF THEM !!!!!

lord everywhere you turn humanity has lost its heart and is attacking all wild creatures these WILD

 horses need to be left alone they are living well wild and free everything the government touches

 turns into a problem and the horses everywhere are suffering for it STOP THE GENOCIDE !!!

I have a sick feeling in my stomach that nothing is sacred anymore. They should be protected and

 admired a reminder of our history. They are a perfect reminder of our military history in Louisiana

 our troops and Country. 

 Strength, beauty, freedom

Horses have never been a problem while we are out training. Makes training more realistic can't
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Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Robyn K. from Fairfield, PA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Michelle G. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Cathy H. from Broadalbin, NY

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Someone from Fort Polk, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Sueann M. from Johnsonville, NY

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Kendra B. from Leesville, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Deb M. from Garden City, KS

 signed.

 avoid wildlife in battle why do it in training. They aren't hurting anyone. What's next the wild boar

 that are out there to?

There are many ways to rectify this. Life is all about sharing and sharing the land with the horses

 that were left behind would teach a positive lesson to all.

Leave the horses alone. They are not harming anybody. One of the few things that make this hell

 hole a little better.

Why can't we preserve our heritage? Why not start here?

Our troops (my husband included) have been training with these horses for years and now they

 are a problem??? I say they were here first. Leave them alone.
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August 19, 2015    link kaitlyn n. from Fort Polk, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Ana H. from Bel Air, MD

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Robin N. from Silver Lake, WI

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Frances S. from Charlotte, NC

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Stacey S. from Milton, FL

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Nicki C. from Snow Hill, MD

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Donna S. from Buckeye, AZ

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Donna W. from Pitkin, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Joleen R. from New Orleans, LA

These horses deserve to live! They aren't hurting anyone..

Why is our government so anxious to destroy everything! These horses have been there for years.

 They are a symbol of our past. Leave the horses alone!

Let them be free not slaughtered

These horses are apart of our history, please leave them be, unless you lived here watch them

 you will not appreciate them and the history behind them, military have been working around

 them for years on in. I ask to please leave them be.

#89



Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in IMMEDIATE DANGER | Petition2Congress

http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/12[8/30/2015 8:10:21 PM]

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Linda W. from Atlanta, GA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Nancy H. from Portland, OR

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Carol L. from Wichita, KS

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Someone from Fife Lake, MI

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Barbara A. from Redwood City, CA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Barbara m. from Anacoco, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Rose N. from Glendora, CA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link carol w. from Joplin, MO

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link carol w. from Joplin, MO

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Sandra C. from Tierra Amarilla, NM

Now we are taking rights of another American icon. A flag is okay, but to kill innocent horses?wow

 we are sinking fast as a country that has such rich history and throwing it away. Protection here is

 required. We keep so many other animals on an endangered list, why not our history. What next?

 Taking the families of hero's just because we can. If it wasn't for the hero horses of WWI what

 would the outcome have been

when the bugle sounds does it also mourn for the heroes that served and those with no voice but

 ours, are they the forgotten is their worth not worthy, turn your backs on them it's like turning

 away the soldier and his for bearers, these are our heritage don't take away what little is left, with

 all what we as Americans are loosing why this also. Please reconsider this, help safe them from

 being taken away too!
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 signed.

August 19, 2015    link albert b. from Florien, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Someone from West Tisbury, MA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Darlene H. from Deridder, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Jennifer S. from Many, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Kathy C. from Lafayette, IN

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Julie B. from New Orleans, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Laura S. from Rancho Cucamonga, CA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Someone from Arroyo Grande, CA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link gretchen s. from Mariposa, CA

 writes:

Flag Comment

there should be better ways of dealing with these horses than this. these horses should be

 protected just like them dang woodpeckers, even more so. they deserve more then just ending up

 selling for soap!

History is repeating itself,, our Calvary horses were betrayed by our government in 1932,, now you

 are betraying them again. I vote and I am voting out any politicians that do not stop the removal

 and slaughter of our wild horses and of our horses.

209.628,7973

#89



Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in IMMEDIATE DANGER | Petition2Congress

http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/12[8/30/2015 8:10:21 PM]

August 19, 2015    link Gina M. from Ramona, CA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Renee R. from Fort Worth, TX

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Pamela R. from Deridder, LA

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link deb H. from Bell, FL

 signed.

August 19, 2015    link Barbara B. from Junction City, KS

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 19, 2015    link Rosanna B. from North Fort Myers, FL

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Denise W. from Denver, CO

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Lezlie M. from Pitkin, LA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Tanya D. from Lexington, KY

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link gail w. from Strawberry Plains, TN

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link gail w. from Strawberry Plains, TN

Stop this now. Protect our heritage horses.

Stop the madness!!! Our 'so called' government is supposed to be protecting history. How

 dispeciable to be selling these historical descendants to slaughter. Didn't you make selling horses

 to slaughter illegal???

Stop this nonsense and protect the horses
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 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Helen M. from Saint Paul, MN

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Jill R. from Concord, NC

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Cheryl P. from Farmerville, LA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Julia S. from Sacramento, CA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Andrea L. from Esopus, NY

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Lisa B. from Lindale, TX

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Caty C. from Littleton, CO

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Someone from Tucson, AZ

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Someone from Cedar Rapids, IA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link J. M. from New York, NY

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Mary Anne T. from Jacksonville, FL

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Someone from Frankfort, KY

Please stop this drastic measure!! These horses do not deserve to be going to slaughter, they

 deserve a humane treatment. This is wrong wrong wrong. Please let advocates work to find them

 homes and sanctuary! It can be done.

Shameful.

#89



Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in IMMEDIATE DANGER | Petition2Congress

http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger/view/12[8/30/2015 8:10:21 PM]

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Ellen M. from Montesano, WA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Alice B. from Ridgway, CO

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Helen S. from Connellys Springs, NC

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Elissa a. from Boyce, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Dawn J. from Bucyrus, KS

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Lisa D. from Saint Charles, IL

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link elizabeth p. from Boulder, CO

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Hilary M. from Greenback, TN

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Jennifer W. from Minneapolis, MN

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link diane b. from Burlington, NC

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Lonnea H. from Springfield, OR

These horses must be able to stay on their homeland.

Pls leave them alone & find a solution to this & it's not rounding up & not kill buyers .

Why do you all keep doing this?
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 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Elizabeth H. from Everett, WA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Cheryl C. from Independence, LA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Lisa N. from Madison, AL

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Beth M. from Oxford, OH

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Sharon W. from Riverside, NJ

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Sheelagh D. from Sebastopol, CA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Sheelagh D. from Sebastopol, CA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Sheelagh D. from Sebastopol, CA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Mary Jane T. from Portland, OR

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Kristin S. from Fort Polk, LA

 signed.

Why must people keep killing the horses is't there not enough creed already , they have to keep

 killing please stop killing are beautifu history.

It is shameful that people who genuinely care about these war veteran descendants are not being

 permitted to rehome them. These horse advocates are ready willing and able to relocate the

 horses. Do the right thing here.
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 SubmitAction Home Legislator Directory Start a Petition

August 18, 2015    link kathy w. from Lake Village, AR

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link MP C. from Cincinnati, OH

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Julie H. from Many, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

Fort Polk Descendants of WWII Cavalry Horses in
 IMMEDIATE DANGER

 1,270 People Have Sent 2,752 Letters and Emails

Take Action Now

Some recent comments: these messages are published with permission of the signer.

A complete joke. 

 End the old scam of horse slaughter now Click www.USA.gov ***TELL CONGRESS TO PASS

 THE SAFE ACT AND THE PAST ACT NOW*** Persist.

I grew up in Peason and enjoyed watching these horse roam free! I still go there today and see

 them and would love for them to continue to be free.
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August 18, 2015    link arlene o. from Bedford, OH

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Pat L. from Bensalem, PA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Laurie C. from Las Vegas, NV

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Someone from Sabillasville, MD

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Blake P. from Clinton, LA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Deborah C. from Converse, TX

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link charlotte s. from Phoenix, AZ

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Gloria S. from Ojai, CA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Marie M. from Gibsonville, NC

As an Air Force dependent, and working hard on saving our wild horses, this makes no sense.

 Government paperwork stated until Jan. No one should be removing horses now. For the Army to

 do this, is a disgrace Many of these horses are from the line of the Buffalo Solder "War Horse's".

 What a disgrace!

 .

Please ensure that the wild horses go to safe homes and that time is taken to document each

 buyer of each horse. Thank you.

These horses ancestors earned a place for these horses by their blood and sweat that mingled

 with their soldier riders. Please do not let them go to unscrupulous kill buys or their agents. There

 can be a place for them and methods for adopting them to proper homes. Please, allow a

 humane resolution to this situation.
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 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Denice J. from Warren, MI

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Lisa C. from Saint Louis, MO

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Cheryl B. from Woodruff, SC

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link janet b. from Saint Joseph, MO

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Pat R. from Lee, NH

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Margaret J. from Salisbury, MA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Someone from Denver, CO

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link kathryn s. from Clarkesville, GA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Marie L. from Fargo, ND

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Ramona B. from Collins, OH

 writes:

Please stop this removal. Do not allow people to come in to remove horses. Kill buyers will be all

 over this! Please find an alternative to ensure the health and well-being of these hirses.

Please do not allow these horses to be rounded up....ease consult and meet with horse advocacy

 groups to find a better solution. Thank you

Please read: Horse Tales of the US Cavalry in Louisiana - 1941

 http://www.sfasu.edu/heritagecenter/9246.asp 

 There is still a large wild horse herd on Peason Ridge Military Reservation. As you view these

 wild horses, you can see the blood lines of the cavalry horses of World War II in them. Many of
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Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link lona D. from Kiowa, CO

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Someone from Renton, WA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Someone from New York, NY

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Rhonda L. from Rochester, WA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link chantel p. from Great Bend, KS

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Matthew l. from Lafayette, LA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Mary M. from Rocky Hill, KY

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Ellen C. from Mansfield, PA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Someone from Many, LA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Julie D. from Delaware, OH

 signed.

 the cavalry mounts, sick or lame, along with some who escaped, mixed with the wild horses

 roaming the Peason area and their descendants still roam freely throughout the area. Please

 save the wild horses!

Leave the horses alone!

THEY WERE HERE BEFORE US.. HOW CAN YOU TAKE AWAY AMERICAS PRIDE WITH THE

 BRUTAL KILLING OF OUR HORSES, THAT BROUGHT THIS COUNTRY , TO WHERE IT IS

 TODAY!
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August 18, 2015    link Adam H. from Florien, LA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Howard P. from Miami, FL

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Susan C. from Big Rock, IL

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Rosemary m. from Howard City, MI

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Leslie B. from Phoenix, AZ

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Delia M. from Royal, AR

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link samantha p. from Bushnell, FL

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Deborah H. from Winter Springs, FL

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Someone from Florien, LA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link cheryl d. from Augusta, ME

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Nanci F. from Lockhart, TX

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Valerie P. from Jacksonville, FL

 writes:

Please it takes less then 20 seconds!

Please stop allowing the public to remove the Fort Polk horses. These horses should be allowed

 to remain at Fort Polk, but at the very least they need to be protected from people who seek to

 profit from them (people who will sell them to slaughter). Please HALT any further removal of

 these horses and ensure that a plan is put in place to ensure the protection of these horses. I can

 offer you a no-slaughter, no auction contract if you need one as a basis to start from.
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Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Someone from Spring Hill, FL

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Christy L. from Palm Springs, CA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link ronald b. from Clinton, TN

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Elaine B. from Sunland, CA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Virginia A. from Barkhamsted, CT

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Angie B. from Many, LA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Linda V. from Mount Laurel, NJ

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Joan S. from Farner, TN

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Michael L. from Lancaster, CA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Kellee G. from Troutdale, OR

 signed.

It is difficult to believe that horses have become the enemy. Horses are the spiritual connections to

 that which is higher. They are intelligent, perceptive, beautiful and innocent.

Hello to everyone who reads this 

 I grew up as a army brat for 17yrs my father was SGM William Leahy ( just like the senator

 Patrick Leahy) I would like everyone know what I think about the horses.At Ft.Polk when I grew

 up there in 89/93 my father was the base SGM he took me to the area of were the horses have

 been and told me the history of Military horses . SO WHAT TO DO WITH THE HORSES . With all

 of the soldiers are dealing with PSTD use the horses to help soldiers
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August 18, 2015    link Cindy K. from Omaha, NE

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Brenda L. from Many, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Someone from Many, LA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Jonell P. from Hornbeck, LA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Mary B. from Many, LA

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link linda g. from Valley Cottage, NY

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Betsy M. from Cullowhee, NC

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Kathryn F. from Princeton, NC

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Melissa P. from Clinton, LA

 signed.

What has happened in this country? Our wild horses are coming under attack all over this country

 and you don't appear to be listening to us. We know there has to be a better way, organized and

 safe for the horses and the people. If allowed, there is no way to track these horses and no way

 to keep them out of harms way and this is so unfair. We are their voice and WE THE PEOPLE

 are talking and once again, you are not listening...

A part of history that needs to remain. A really neat visual to use to teach children a part of the

 past in our country. In fact many adults do not know about the part these horses paid in the

 Calvary. Gone and in will be forgotten.

these noble horses do not need to be captured but should remain wild and free where they are!
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August 18, 2015    link Pam C. from Sharon, SC

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Tammy G. from Melbourne, FL

 writes:

Flag Comment

August 18, 2015    link Lisa B. from Lindale, TX

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Jill J. from Chatham, MA

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Karen H. from Walden, CO

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Tonya M. from Brooklyn, NY

 signed.

August 18, 2015    link Julie S. from Phoenix, AZ

 signed.

Why are you so greedy.? Instead of letting this go like this set them up with some ppl that will keep

 them alive. STOP SLAUGHTERING OUR WILD HORSES

Take Action Now

<< prev 1 2 ... 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 next >>13
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JRTC and Fort Polk, Public Affairs Office 

Attention: Public Response 

7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919 

Fort Polk, LA 71459  

 

To whom it may concern: 

The Fort Polk/Peason Ridge/Kisatchie Horse Management Group, on behalf of the Fort Polk 
Historic Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians and the Louisiana Horse Rescue Association, would like 
the opportunity to address and resolve the issues surrounding the presence of free-roaming 
horses in the Fort Polk/Peason Ridge areas and including, but not limited to, Kisatchie National 
Forest. Primary partnering organizations are Louisiana and regional area based groups. For that 
reason we can actively participate with Fort Polk in doing what is in the best interests for the 
entire Fort Polk community.  

Our recommendations in this proposal are focused on mitigating any negative impacts that may 
be precipitated by the horses' presence while retaining the positive values that the horses can 
bring to the area.  

Objective: 

This group would respectfully request that we work with you to form a board consisting of 
representation from Fort Polk, the Peason Ridge Heritage families, local law enforcement,  
Kisatchie National Forest, the La. Horse Rescue Association, Guardians of Ft. Polk Cavalry Wild 
Horses, and other equine advocacy groups, as well as equine veterinarians from accredited 
veterinarian schools such as LSU or Texas A & M to manage the free-roaming horses. We 
believe members appointed from each of these groups would provide fair representation for 
the military, the community, Kisatchie Forest, and the horses. Management decisions about the 
horses would be made by the members of this board. 

We therefore request that the military, along with input from our group, establish a 
FortPolk/Peason Ridge/Kisatchie Horse Management Group consisting of appointed members 
from the relevant groups: Ft. Polk, the LHRA, members of equine advocacy groups, local law 
enforcement, veterinarians from established veterinary schools such as LSU and/or Texas A&M, 
and the Peason/Kisatchie communities.  

Proposed responsibilities of the board: 

1. Address road and other safety concerns for military and civilian persons, as well as safety 
concerns for the horses.  

2. Ensure treatment of horses in humane and ethical ways that would exclude mass roundups,  
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or individual roundups which may result in injury and death to the horses and possible kill 
buyer destinations for those horses that are captured.  

3. Establish ways to control and preserve the horse herds long term in their homelands of Fort 
Polk, Peason Ridge and Kisatchie National Forest, allowing them to peacefully co-exist with Fort 
Polk military and civilians of the local areas such as Peason, and the rural communities near 
Kisatchie National Forest's 604,000 acres and Fort Polk. Military lands now approach 100,000 
acres. Surely remote areas can be provided that will allow the horses to remain free, yet not 
endanger the valuable military training exercises that the soldiers participate in. We seek to 
find these areas together.  

4. Determine what organizations are best suited to assist in the Environmental Assessment and 
long term management of the horses and work with those organizations. 

5. Work closely with a veterinary school such as LSU Vet School or Texas A&M to develop a 
birth control program suitable for the horses that will prevent the herds from increasing in 
number.  

6. Explore the possibility of adoption/fostering/relocation programs for suitable horses.  

7. Explore, develop, and implement fund raising programs and that will benefit the 
management of the horses. Seek sponsorships from suitable donors.  

 

The Fort Polk/Peason Ridge/ Kisatchie Horse Management Group & LHRA would like to form 
and maintain a cooperative working relationship with the US Army at Fort Polk, the Kisatchie 
Forest Service, and local authorities and citizens to create and implement the appropriate 
protocols by which to manage the area for the benefit of the community, recreation, the 
environment, free-roaming horses and future generations. 

We believe we can provide a win/win solution for all parties involved; including the horses as a 
protected natural resource.  

Our approach will be from a conservation point of view. We believe this is the best way to 
support a positive image and reputation of the Fort Polk base, Kisatchie National Forest, the 
outlying areas, and the State of Louisiana as a whole.  

We believe that our plan, if accepted and implemented, will bring about a positive impact tonot 
only Fort Polk Base, but USFS at Kisatchie and surrounding parishes as a whole. In doing this, 
Fort Polk would set a precedent of protecting its soldiers and their training exercises while 
paying tribute to a longstanding herd of wild horses, perhaps descended from military cavalry 
horses and homesteaders of the area who lost their homes, horses, and other livestock when 
they were seized by the military to support the World War II effort on behalf of our country. 
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Choosing to protect both the soldiers and the horses can become a tremendous positive image 
builder for the military -- and especially Fort Polk -- nationwide. Imagine, for a moment, the 
good will that can be brought about (and publicized by the media) of a military base that trains 
soldiers for protecting our country and also has compassion for horses whose ancestors and 
heritage families have already given so much to our country.  

This area of Louisiana is especially rich in national heritage and is known for its love of freedom, 
love of country and love of kin. Louisiana and this central Louisiana area are hugely patriotic 
and supportive of the military. We are also proud of our history and our heritage. These horses 
are an important part of the history, culture, and heritage of this area. 

Please join us in developing a plan to improve and protect the quality of life for all concerned: 
the brave soldiers who serve our country, the civilians who live in the area, and the free horses 
that also have made their home on these vast acres for the past 75 years. 

Horses have been shown to have profound effects on people, often life changing as seen from 
the Wounded Warriors Equestrian programs already established at other bases. 

Consider, for example, an article published in 2012 on www.army.mil. 

JOINT BASE MYER-HENDERSON HALL, Va. (June 12, 2012) -- "Approximately 175 post traumatic 
stress disorders have been treated by a unique form of therapy, called the Wounded Warriors 
suffering from physical wounds, traumatic brain injuries, and Therapeutic Riding Program. The 
Therapeutic Riding Program, or TRP, uses soldiers and horses from the U.S. Army Caisson 
Platoon, 3d U.S. Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard), to provide equine assisted therapy for 
Wounded Warriors and military veterans. Those soldiers enrolled in this program groom, 
conduct ground work, and/or ride horses.” 

"When we started this program in 2006 on Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall, Virginia, we did 
many studies on the effects of this treatment. The facts don't lie, this is a great program," said 
retired Command Sgt. Maj. Larry Pence, co-founder of Caisson Platoon Equine Assisted 
Program.  

"The physical, emotional and therapeutic benefits for these Wounded Warriors are great as 
they continue in the process of their rehabilitation." 

"If I had the power to take all the 300,000 or however many soldiers who suffer from post-
traumatic stress or traumatic brain injury and put them in formation in an arena and snap your 
fingers to heal them all I would, but you can't do that. It is a process and sometimes a long one, 
but as long as we are helping one Soldier, then it is all worth it," said Pence. "For me, it is a 
pleasure to watch the character and courage of these young men and women in this program. 
It is really remarkable." 

Post-Traumatic Stress Syndrome (PTSS) is of concern because some soldiers returning from 
combat to the Fort Polk military base can and do suffer from PTSS/PTSD.  Turning the horses 
from a detriment into an asset to assist with helping these soldiers would be of benefit to all 
concerned.  
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Our group believes a possible move in this direction could generate positive outcomes for 
soldiers: past, present, & future as well as the community, and would bring positive attention 
and investment in the Folk Polk base. This can be accomplished by partnering with PATH 
International; The Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship International (PATH 
Intl.) which promotes safety and optimal outcomes in equine-assisted activities and therapies 
for individuals with special needs. 

In conjunction with Wounded Warriors Equestrian Program, this program is the place where 
Veterans and Service Members come to train, learn to train, and be with horses of all 
disciplines. All money raised supports Therapeutic Riding Facilities and Horse Rescue Farms 
across the United States. Why shouldn't Fort Polk become a part of something great in working 
with professional military members and professional horsemen giving back to their 
communities through their love of horses? 

Our multi-pronged approach to horse management would be to assess and determine which 
horses are suitable for becoming a therapy horses. These horses could be part of an outreach 
program partnering with the previously mentioned, well respected, successful entities. This 
approach would all make it possible to allow adoption of horses, burros, etc. from the herd, if 
the management group agrees.  

This would be a function of this management group to determine if certain animals are 
adoptable, and to work carefully to ensure that people meet certain adoption criteria (such as 
vet. references), experienced horse owners, even accredited therapy groups such as Old River 
Horse Farm in Natchitoches. We would be in favor of adoption as one of many ways of 
managing the herd and keeping total size of herd down. We cannot allow them to keep 
multiplying on to infinity. Adoption is one management tool to control herd size. 

While we realize that this would address only a portion of the issues surrounding the free-
roaming horses, the true wild horses can add value to USFS at Kisatchie & Fort Polk Army Base. 
The value added by maintaining the wild horse herd(s) would positively impact all parties 
involved. By protecting, preserving and managing the Fort Polk's Historic Horse Herd, please 
consider the following value and benefits: 

-Recreational Value 

-Aesthetic value 

-Ecological value 

-Financial value 

-Tourism value  

 

-Emotional/Psychological/Physical health value 
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-Historical and cultural value 

-Educational value 

-Scientific value 

-Genetic value 

-Evolutionary value/uniqueness of the Herd 

-Value of the lives of all the horses: cavalry, heritage, and abandoned 

 

The board would work closely with Fort Polk to obtain resources needed for additional 
boundary implementation and boundary repair to restrict the horses from dangerous areas that 
would interfere with military training with the input, cooperation and guidance of US Army, 
USFS, and local authorities.  

We would continue to collaborate with organizations such as Louisiana Horse Rescue 
Association, Wild Equs Network (WEN), Theodore Roosevelt National Park, LSU, Texas A&M, 
Wild Horse Preservation Organization, Friends of Animals, Humane Society of North Texas and 
other equine groups for an Environmental Assessment, long term herd management and 
population control.  

This would also allow us to address the concerns of the hunters by assessing and tracking the 
natural movement and location of the free-roaming horses, providing relative and timely 
communication with USFS Kisatchie, local law enforcement and Fort Polk officials. There are 
great strides in technology, such as GPS tracking systems that may assist us with this aspect.  

We will also gladly work with all relevant parties to address and solve the ongoing horse-
dumping issue, which has only exacerbated the population issues. Without addressing the 
horse dumping issues, we know the problem will only continue.  

We implore you to finally accomplish what so many before have struggled to do; devise and 
execute an ethical and humane solution to the equine presence in Kisatchie / Fort Polk / Peason 
Ridge that allows the military, the civilians of the area, along with the free-roaming horses to 
peacefully and safely co-exist. 

No other animal in history has served our country as horses have. Horses helped write our 
nation's history. Please protect the free-roaming horses of Fort Polk, Peason Ridge and 
Kisatchie. Please do not let this be another example of the destruction of what America and 
patriotism mean to us. We respectfully request that you join us in an initiative to preserve our  
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Heritage, protect our free roaming horses, protect our soldiers, and the patriotic members 
ofthe areas where the horses roam. This situation deserves professional assessment by multiple 
organizations and serious consideration for safe sanctuary. 

As shown by the public support we gained with upwards of 2900 social media followers as well 
as the online petition to elected officials, 1,265 People Have Sent 2,736 letters and e-mails to 
Congress highlighting the public opinion on the matter. This number, correct as of August 28, 
2015, is steadily growing. Please see attached document showing the comments from local and 
national citizens.  

We hope you will heed the message of all these people who want the horses to be saved and 
protected on their homelands -- not eliminated, eradicated or removed. Primary partnering 
organizations are Louisiana and regional area based groups, for that reason we can actively 
participate with Fort Polk in doing what is in best interests for the entire Fort Polk community.  

In closing we would like to echo Col. Charles Hancock Reed, 2nd Cavalry Group (Mech.), 
Commander, 1945 explaining his decision to save the Lipizzaner horses in “Operation Cowboy”  

   “We were so tired of death and destruction; we wanted to do something beautiful.”  

(Excerpt From: Menyhert, Renita. “Ernie Pyle Was My Hero.” Xlibris, 2012-09-07.) 

Please echo his sentiment and give us the opportunity to do something beautiful together.  

Acting as representatives for Fort Polk's Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians, Louisiana Horse Rescue 
Association, Peason Ridge Heritage Families, we are  

Sincerely, 

Amy Hanchey, administrator, Fort Polk's Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians,  
 

 

Mary Brocato, administrator, Fort Polk's Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians; board of directors, La. 
Horse Rescue Association,  

 

Rickey Robertson, administrator, Fort Polk's Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians; Peason Ridge 
Heritage Families,  
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Friday, September 04, 2015 12:27 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Official Proposal Re: Horse Presence
Attachments: JRTC and Fort Polk Horse Proposal final.docx; petitioncomments 08302015.pdf

This one has a pdf that needs to go with her comment 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Hanchey, Amy [   
Sent: Tuesday, September 01, 2015 6:17 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Cc: Mary Brocato;  
Subject: Official Proposal Re: Horse Presence 
 
To the attention of Brigadier General Timothy P. McGuire, Commanding General, Joint Readiness Training 
Center  and Fort Polk Military Base  
 
And Mr. Wayne Fariss, Chief of Conservation Branch, Fort Polk Military Base 
 
  
 
We respectfully submit a proposal regarding the Horse presence at Fort Polk Military Base.  
 
Please see the attached document for your consideration.  
 
  
 
Sincerely,  
 
  
 
Amy Hanchey 
Technical Lead Service & Support 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear Mr.Fenis, 

Julie Butera  
Wednesday, September 02, 2015 8:06AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Attention: Mr. Wayne Ferris ,From:Julie Butera,summary of proposal for Horses at Fort Polk 
.Plans for birth control,gatherings,adoptions,and future preventative solutions 

To summarize my proposal for humane removal of the Fort Polk Horses.Based on my experience with 
Wild Horses,and being I'm from Louisiana and the tenain here is different and unique from the West,there are 
certain things we have to consider. 
I will go into deeper discussion in my formal proposal that I will be submitting in the next few days. 

I have been in contact with Mary Rodriguez,LHRA, (5013c3holder and experienced with gelding )I have 
been in discussion with her about gelding and other services she and her organization would be willing to help 
with. I have also been in contact with Mr.P"atrick Raymond of the Louisiana Thoroughbred Rescue who has 
agreed to help in taking emergency situations ,such as a malnourished horse ,horse needing rescue. 

I am also researching the effectiveness of native PZP which may be a good fmm of contraception for the 
mare. 

I have been in contact with MI·:Charles Dunn who has also agreed to helE 'foster' some horses .We have 
also been in discussion about the gathering of these horses and being a part of providing a service o!@<foptioii) 
and transportation for these horses to get to people that want a horse but cant go out and catch that horse 
themselves. We also would like to put together a team to train some of these horses to go to goo~ 
homes. 

----MI·. Dunn and I are also discussing ways to stop this from happening gain . 
This is just a letter to you to show my dedication to finding a humane solution .. I'm still making 

calls, contacts and talking to different professionals of certain fields that I believe are of importance to dealing 
with a situation of this magnitude. 

I would also like to be given the opportunity to come there and assess the situation and the horses that 
need removal ,so I can help put together the best and most humane way to get some of them in pens. Some 
horses will have had more handling than others that are completely wild. I would really like to get a clearer 
picture . I know with the people I'm working with , we can do this .I ave many contacts that I know can be 
helpful in this. 

Sincerely, 
Julie Butera 
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JRTC and Fort Polk, Public Affairs Office 

Attention: Public Response 

7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919 

Fort Polk, LA 71459 

To whom it may concern: 

The Fort Polk/Peason Ridge/Kisatchie Horse Management Group, on behalf ofthe Fort Polk 
Historic Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians and the Louisiana Horse Rescue Association, would like 
the opportunity to address and resolve the issues surrounding the presence of free-roaming 
horses in the Fort Polk/Peason Ridge areas and including, but not limited to, Kisatchie National 
Forest. Primary partnering organizations are Louisiana and regional area based groups. For that 
reason we can actively participate with Fort Polk in doing what is in the best interests for the 
entire Fort Polk community. 

Our recommendations in this proposal are focused on mitigating any negative impacts that may 
be precipitated by the horses' presence while retaining the positive values that the horses can 

I 

bring to the area. 

Objective: 

This group would respectfully request that we work with you to form a board consisting of 
representation from Fort Polk, the Peason Ridge Heritage families, local law enforcement, 
Kisatchie National Forest, the La. Horse Rescue Association, Guardians of Ft. Polk Cavalry Wild 
Horses, and other equine advocacy groups, as well as equine veterinarians from accredited 
veterinarian schools such as LSU or Texas A & M to manage the free-roaming horses. We 
believe members appointed from each of these groups would provide fair representation for 
the military, the community, Kisatchie Forest, and the horses. Management decisions about the 
horses would be made by the members of this board . 

We therefore request that the military, along with input from our group, establish a 
FortPolk/Peason Ridge/Kisatchie Horse Management Group consisting of appointed members 
from the relevant groups: Ft. Polk, the LHRA, members of equine advocacy groups, local law 
enforcement, veterinarians from established veterinary schools such as LSU and/or Texas A&M, 
and the Peason/Kisatchie communities. 

Proposed responsibilities of the board: 

1. Address road and other safety concerns for military and civilian persons, as well as safety 
concerns for the horses. 

2. Ensure treatment of horses in humane and ethical ways that would exclude mass roundups, 



or individual roundups which may result in injury and death to the horses and possible kill 
buyer destinations for those horses that are captured. 

3. Establish ways to control and preserve the horse herds long term in their homelands of Fort 
Polk, Peason Ridge and Kisatchie National Forest, allowing them to peacefully co-exist with Fort 
Polk military and civilians of the local areas such as Peason, and the rural communities near 
Kisatchie National Forest's 604,000 acres and Fort Polk. Military lands now approach 100,000 
acres. Surely remote areas can be provided that will allow the horses to remain free, yet not 
endanger the valuable military training exercises that the soldiers participate in. We seek to 
find these areas together. 

4. Determine what organizations are best suited to assist in the Environmental Assessment and 
long term management of the horses and work with those organizations. 

5. Work closely with a veterinary school such as LSU Vet School or Texas A&M to develop a 
birth control program suitable for the horses that will prevent the herds from increasing in 
number. 

6. Explore the possibility rograms for suitable horses. 

7. Explore, develop, and i p ement fund raising programs and that will benefit the 
management of the horses. Seek sponsorships from suitable donors. 

The Fort Polk/Peason Ridge/ Kisatchie Horse Manag~ment Group & LHRA would like to form 
and maintain a cooperative working relationship with the US Army at Fort Polk, the Kisatchie 
Forest Service,_ and local authorities and citizens to create and implement the appropriate 
protocols by which to manage the area for the benefit of the community, recreation, the 
environment, free-roaming horses and future generations. 

We believe we can provide a win/win solution for all parties involved; including the horses as a 
protected natural resource. 

Our approach will be from a conservation point of view. We believe this is the best way to 
support a positive image and reputation of the Fort Polk base, Kisatchie National Forest, the 
outlying areas, and the State of Louisiana as a whole. 

We believe that our plan, if accepted and implemented, will bring about a positive impact tonot 
only Fort Polk Base, but USFS at Kisatchie and surrounding parishes as a whole. In doing this, 
Fort Polk would set a precedent of protecting its soldiers and their training exercises while 
paying tribute to a longstanding herd of wild horses, perhaps descended from military cavalry 
horses and homesteaders ofthe area who lost t~eir homes, horses, and other livestock when 
they were seized by the military to support the World War II effort on behalf of our country. 



Choosing to protect both the soldiers and the horses can become a tremendous positive image 
builder for the military-- and especially Fort Polk -- nationwide. Imagine, for a moment, the 
good will that can be brought about (and publicized by the media) of a military base that trains 
soldiers for protecting our country and also has compassion for horses whose ancestors and 
heritage families have already given so much to our country. 

This area of Louisiana is especially rich in national heritage and is known for its love of freedom, 
love of country and love of kin. Louisiana and this central Louisiana area are hugely patriotic 
and supportive of the military. We are also proud of our history and our heritage. These horses 
are an important part of the history, culture, and heritage of this area. 

Please join us in developing a plan to improve and protect the quality of life for all concerned : 
the brave soldiers who serve our country, the civilians who live in the area, and the free horses 
that also have made their home on these vast acres for the past 75 years. 

Horses have been shown to have profound effects on people, often life changing as seen from 
the Wounded Warriors Equestrian programs already established at other bases. 

Consider, for example, an article published in 2012 on www.army.mil. 

JOINT BASE MYER-HENDERSON HALL, Va. (June 12, 2012) --"Approximately 175 post traumatic 
stress disorders have been treated by a unique form of therapy, called the Wounded Warriors 
suffering from physical wounds, traumatic brain injuries, and Therapeutic Riding Program. The 
Therapeutic Riding Program, or TRP, uses soldiers and horses from the U.S. Army Caisson 
Platoon, 3d U.S. Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard), to provide equine assisted therapy for 
Wounded Warriors and military veterans. Those soldiers enrolled in this program groom, 
conduct ground work, and/or ride horses." 

"When we started this program in 2006 on Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall, Virginia, we did 
many studies on the effects of this treatment. The facts don't lie, thi s is a great program," said 
retired Command Sgt. Maj. Larry Pence, co-founder of Caisson Platoon Equine Assisted 
Program. 

"The physical, emotional and therapeutic benefits for these Wounded Warriors are great as 
they continue in the process of their rehabilitation." 

"If I had the power to take all the 300,000 or however many soldiers who suffer from post
traumatic stress or traumatic brain injury and put them in formation in an arena and snap your 
fingers to heal them alii would, but you can't do that. It is a process and sometimes a long one, 
but as long as we are helping one Soldier, then it is all worth it," said Pence. "For me, it is a 
pleasure to watch the character and courage ofthese young men and women in this program. 
It is really remarkable." 

Post-Traumatic Stress Syndrome (PTSS) is of concern because some soldiers returning from 
combat to the Fort Polk military base can and do suffer from PTSS/PTSD. Turning the horses 
from a detriment into an asset to assist with helping these soldiers would be of benefit to all 
concerned. 



Our group believes a possible move in this direction could generate positive outcomes for 
soldiers: past, present, & future as well as the community, and would bring positive attention 
and investment in the Folk Polk base. This can be accomplished by partnering with PATH 
International; The Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship International (PATH 
Inti.) which promotes safety and optimal outcomes in equine-assisted activities and therapies 
for individuals with special needs. 

In conjunction with Wounded Warriors Equestrian Program, this program is the place where 
Veterans and Service Members come to train, learn to train, and be with horses of all 
disciplines. All money raised supports Therapeutic Riding Facilities and Horse Rescue Farms 
across the United States. Why shouldn't Fort Polk become a part of something great in working 
with professional military members and professional horsemen giving back to their 
communities through their love of horses? 

Our multi-pronged approach to horse management would be to assess and determine which 
horses are suitable .for becoming a therapy horses. These horses could be part of an outreach 
program partnering with the previously mentioned, well respected, successful entities. This 
approach would all make it possible to allow adoption of horses, burros, etc. from the herd, if 
the management group agrees. 

This would be a function of this management group to determine if certain animals are 
adoptable, and to work carefully to ensure that people meet certain adoption criteria (such as 
vet. referencesL experienced horse owners, even accredited therapy groups such as Old River 
Horse Farm in Natchitoches. We would be in favor of adoption as one of many ways of 
managing the herd and keeping total size of herd down. We cannot allow them to keep 
multiplying on to infinity. Adoption is one management tool to control herd size. 

While we realize that this would address only a portion of the issues surrounding the free
roaming horses, the true wild horses can add va lue to USFS at Kisatchie & Fort Polk Army Base. 
The va lue added by maintaining the wild horse herd(s) would positively impact all parties 
involved. By protecting, preserving and managing the Fort Polk's Historic Horse Herd, please 
consider the following value and benefits: 

-Recreational Value 

-Aesthetic value 

-Ecological value 

-Financial value 

-Tourism value 

-Emotional/Psychological/Physical health value. 



-Historical and cultural value 

-Educational value 

-Scientific value 

-Genetic value 

-Evolutionary value/uniqueness of the Herd 

-Value ofthe lives of all the horses: cavalry, heritage, and abandoned 

The board would work closely with Fort Polk to obtain resources needed for additional 
boundary implementation and boundary repair to restrict the horses from dangerous areas that 
would interfere with military training with the input, cooperation and guidance of US Army, 
USFS, and local authorities. 

We would continue to collaborate with organizations such as Louisiana Horse Rescue 
Association, Wild Equs Network {WEN), Theodore Roosevelt National Park, LSU, Texas A&M, 
Wild Horse Preservation Organization, Friends of Animals, Humane Society of North Texas and 
other equine groups for an Environmental Assessment, long term herd management and 
population control. 

This would also allow us to address the concerns of the hunters by assessing and tracking the 
natural movement and location of the free-roaming horses, providing relative and timely 
communication with USFS Kisatchie, local law enforcement and Fort Polk officials. There are 
great strides in technology, such as GPS tracking systems that may assist us with this aspect. 

We will also gladly work with all relevant parties to address and solve the ongoing horse
dumping issue, which has only exacerbated the population issues. Without addressing the 
horse dumping issues, we know the problem will only continue. 

We implore you to finally accomplish what so many before have struggled to do; devise and 
execute an ethical and humane solution to the equine presence in Kisatchie I Fort Polk I Peason 
Ridge that allows the military, the civilians of the area, along with the free-roaming horses to 
peacefully and safely co-exist. 

No other animal in history has served our country as horses have. Horses helped write our 
nation's history. Please protect the free-roaming horses of Fort Polk, Peason Ridge and 
Kisatchie. Please do not let this be another example of the destruction of what America and 
patriotism mean to us. We respectfully request that you join us in an initiative to preserve our 



Heritage, protect our free roaming horses, protect our soldiers, and the patriotic members 
ofthe areas where the horses roam. This situation deserves professional assessment by multiple 
organizations and serious consideration for safe sanctuary. 

As shown by the public support we gained with upwards of 2900 social media followers as well 
as the online petition to elected officials, 1,265 People Have Sent 2,736 letters and e-m ails to 
Congress highlighting the public opinion on the matter. This number, correct as of August 28, 
2015, is steadi ly growing. Please see attached document showing the commen.ts from local and 
national citizens. 

We hope you will heed the message of all these people who want the horses to be saved and 
protected on their homelands-- not eliminated, eradicated or removed. Primary partnering 
organizations are Louisiana and regional area based groups, for that reason we can actively 
participate with Fort Polk in doing what is in best interests for the entire Fort Polk community. 

In closing we would like to echo Col. Charles Hancock Reed, 2nd Cavalry Group (Mech.), 
Commander, 1945 explaining his decision to save the Lipizzaner horses in "Operation Cowboy" 

"We were so tired of death and destruction; we wanted to do something beautiful." 

(Excerpt From: Menyhert, Renita. "Ernie Pyle Was My Hero." Xlibris, 2012-09-07.) 

Please echo his sentiment and give us the opportunity to do something beautifu.l together. 

Acting as representatives for Fort Polk's Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians, Louisiana Horse Rescue 
Association, Peason Ridge Heritage Families, we are 

Mary Brocato, administrator, Fort Polk's Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians; board of directors, La. 
Horse Rescue Association,  

Rickey Robertson, administrator, Fort Polk's Cavalry Wild Horse Guardians; Peason Ridge 
Heritage Families,  



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Julie Butera  
Wednesday, September 02, 2015 8:13AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 

Subject: Re: Attention: Mr. Wayne Ferris ,From:Julie Butera,summary of proposal for Horses at Fort 
Polk .Plans for birth control,gatherings,adoptions,and future preventative solutions · 

I forgot to mention ,I'm also working out a freeze branding program with a group that does it for the race tracks 
. We'd like to be able to keep up with the horses that go out and stay in . We know people that can make a Fort 
Polk brand for identification. 

Julie Butera 

On Wed, Sep 2, 2015 at 8:06AM, Julie Butera  > 
wrote: 

Dear Mr.Fenis, 

To summarize my proposal for humane removal ofthe Fort Polk Horses.Based on my experience 
with Wild Horses,and being I'm from Louisiana and the tenain here is different and unique from the West,there 
are certain things we have to consider. 

I will go into deeper discussion in my formal proposal that I will be submitting in the next few days. 
I have been in contact with Mary Rodriguez,LHRA, (?013c3holder and_exp~rien~-d~with gelding 

)I have been in discussion with her about gelding andOther services she and her organization would be willing 
to help with. I have also been in contact with Mr.Patrick Raymond of the Louisiana Thoroughbred Rescue who 
has agreed to help in taking emergency situations ,such as a malnourished horse ,horse needing rescue. 

I am also researching the effectiveness of native PZP which may be a good fmm of contraception 
for the mare. 

I have been in contact with Mr. Charles Dunn who has also agreed to help 'foster' some horses .We 
have also been in discussion about the gathering of these horses and being a part of providing a service of 
adoption and transportation for these horses to get to people that want a horse but cant go out and catch that 
horse themselves . We also would like to put together a team to train some of these horses to go to good 
adoptive homes. 

Mr. Dunn and I are also discussing ways to stop this from happening gain . 
This is jUst a letter to you to show my &dication to fmding a humane solution .. I'm still making 

calls, contacts and talking to different professionals of certain fields that I believe are of importance to dealing 
with a situation of this magnitude. 

I would also like to be given the opportunity to come thei:e and assess the situation and the horses 
that need removal ,so I can help put together the best and most humane way to get some of them in pens . Some 
horses will have had more handling than others that are completely wild. I would really like to get a clearer 
picture . I know with the people I'm working with , we can do this .I ave many contacts that I know can be 
helpful in this. 

Sincerely, 
Julie Butera 
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JRTC and Fort Polk 
Public Affairs Office 
Attention: Public Response 
7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 

To whom it may concern: 

August 27, 2015 

I tender this as my second official comment regarQing the predicament of the ''trespass horses11 of Fort 
Polk. I did submit my first such comment on August 12, 2015, based on the best Information available at 
that time. However, I have since received more accurate information. Specifically, I had been Informed 
by the Office of Public Affairs at Fort Polk on August 11, when I contacted that office by telephone, the 
following information: 

1) The decision had already been made by Fort Polk to eliminate the "trespass horses11
; public comment 

was being solicited on the matter as a means to determine the best possible means of doing so, 
2) The "trespass horses" are a "significant safety concern", 
3) The horse sterilization methods of Alternative #3 of the FNSI selected by Garrison Commander1 Col. 
Francis B. Burns on June 09, 2010 "Is not working", 
4) The number of "trespass horses11 occupying Fort Polk Is 700+: 350+ horses are located on the Fort 
Polk Military Reservation and 350+ are horses located on the Peason Ridge facility. 

I did attend the Public Meeting regarding the "trespass horses" on August 13, 2015 at the Leesville City 
Hall. On that evening, I discovered from the more accurate presentations the following: 

. 
1) A decision has not been made to actually eliminate or remove the "trespass horses" from Fort Polk. 
This fact was even substantiated by a news article, Alexandria/Pineville Town Talk, August 16, 2015, 
which stated: "No decision has been made about the horses." "All alternatives, including taking no 
action, will be considered for feasibility and environmental Impact in what Col. Gregg Athey called 'a 
very deliberate process'", 
2) The 11trespass horses" of Fort Polk are evidently not that significant of a safety concern. The 
designated expert for that topic did relate that the most significant injury to occur due to the horses' 
presence on Fort Polk training areas was that a soldier had suffered a broken leg due to attempting to 
avoid landing on a horse during a drop exercise, In 2005. Also emphasized by that expert was that the 
past injuries and/or damages caused by the horses are not a determining factor In regard to the safety 
concern of the "trespass horses", but rather the "potential of future injuries and/or damages Is the 
safety concern In regard to the horses, rather than past instances". Also, when asked for data on traffic 
accidents on highways and Fort Polk caused by the "trespass horses", none was available to the 
knowledge of that expert, 
3) The expert regarding the situation and condition of the "trespass horses" and who had been dealing 
with those horses for more than ten years, informed me, when questioned, that the sterilization 
methods of Alternative #3 of the FNSI selected by Garrison Commander, Col. Francis B. Burns on June 
09, 2010 has never been Implemented, due to funding. Furthermore, that funding was just being 
realized this year, probably in September. When I pointed out to him what I had been told previously, 



by the Office of Public Affairs, he explained that the project "is not working'' because it actually has 
never been implemented, due to funding, 
4) This same expert was informing all present at the meeting that the "trespass horses" populations are 
238 at the Fort Polk Military Reservation and 149 at Peason Ridge- a significantly smaller population 
than previously described. Of course, It was explained that the 700+ number of horses was a probable 
estimate and the latter numbers were based on actual sightings of horses. 

I have also personally conducted further Investigation into the problem of abandoned horse.s increasing 
the number of horses on the Fort Polk areas, and therefore compounding the situation of problems 
associated with the "trespass horses". r have discovered, from persons who have first-hand knowledge 
of ~his practice and from eyewitnesses, that the fact of the matter is that this problem of people 
abandoning unwanted horses onto the Fort Polk areas is indeed well known and occurs with unnerving 
regularity. 

Therefore, I now tender this comment, with the benefit of more accurate information, In regard to the 
11trespass horses" of Fort Polk: 

1) Fully implement Alternative #3 of the FNSI sele.cted by Garrison Commander, Col. Francis B. Burns on 
June 09, 2010, now that funding should be available to do so, S ·f-e...r( (;c.. e 

' . 

2) Continue to Implement "limited Right of Entry for Equine Capture" which allows Individuals desirin~ ,..~.

to legally remove horses from Fort Polk to do so while complying with all parts of that agreement. Ackop I 
(The above two practices should effectively reduce the number of horses on the Fort Polk training areas 
and at the same time allow the unwanted abandoned horses in these areas to be relocated to good 
homes and owners. It wlll also effectively remove all, or most, of the horses whose natural shyness is 
not exhibited-and, therefore problematic for Fort Polk training exercises. It w!ll also allow some 
necessary maintenance and monitoring of the well ness of the "trespass horses".) 
3) Address the problem of the practice of abandoning unwanted horses: 

a) Inform all applicable enforcement agencies of .this pr~ctice of releasing and abandoning horses, 
b) Alert these enforcement agencies and agents to be vigilant In detecting such activities, 
c) Cite and~ll persons involved and responsible for such acts in all manners as applicable 

according to the laws pertaining to the same. 
(This will stop, or significantly reduce, the problem of rapidly Increasing herd size, the problems of 
horses being in danger and/or placing persons in harm's way due to the fact that domesticated horses 
just do not exhibit the shy behavior of genuinely wild horses, and will also prevent, or reduce, Infiltration 
and spread of Infectious diseases among the "trespass horses".) 

I reiterate, from my previous letter of comment, the wild horses with which I am familiar shy away from 
human contact very quickly and most effectively. They avoid populated areas and high traffic areas. 
Certainly no person could get close enough to a wild horse to be kicked, bitten/ or trampled by them, 
without using extreme measures and intentionally being In such proximity. It is a well-known fact that 
for various reasons some people have been In the practice of releasing and abandoning unwanted 
horses in the Vernon and Natchitoches rural areas of the Klsatchle National Forest, Pea son Ridge, and 
the Fort Polk Military Reservation Areas in recent years. This is of course an illegal, unethical, and 
inhumane practice. It has also contributed to this "trespass horses" problem to a significant degree, and 
still now has to be addressed. Certainly it has contributed to the situation where the horses do not shy 
away from human contact so much, as In the past. Surely, also, this can be a result of learned/adapted 
behavior on the part of the horses. The very small population of truly "wild horses" of Louisiana to my 
knowledge and experience is not a problem. 

r' . 



. ' 

The legacy of the wild horses ofThe United States of America and the Intrinsic value of the pioneer 
history and spirit of our great country preserved within those wild horse populations Is indeed a source 
of pride and worth preserving. in the recent past, concern that the "trespass horses" of this geographic 
region were presenting a health/disease risk to the domestic horse population was raised. It is my 
understanding that through valid research and testing, this was determined just not.to be the case. In 
2004, during regular session the Louisiana House of Representatives passed House Concurrent 
Resolution No. 356 which addresses the situation of the wild horses and "trespass horses" of this region. 
In 2010, in that FNSI regarding the DISPOSITION OF TRESPASS HORSES AT JRTC & FORT POLK, 
LOUISIANA, Colonel Francis B. Burns, Garrison Commander, JRTC and Fort Polk, made a decision to 
Implement Alternative ##3, which involved testing of those horses and a sterilization program. I submit 
to you that through the Implementation of that 2010 decision and enhancing It by the methods I have 
suggested above, a successful resolution can be realized concerning these magnificent 11trespass 
horses", and It will be a source of pride for all in the accomplishment of a certainly deserving mission 
well done. 

Thank you for your tlme1 due attention, and appropriate assistance in this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

)~~ 
David Lewis 

 
 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

Darr, Troy D CIV USARMY USAG (US) 
Thursday, September 03, 2015 3:55 PM 

To: 
Subject: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Input Received by Mail at Bldg. 4919 

Attachments: scanned Doc. pdf 
Signed By: 

Troy D. Dan 
Public Affairs Officer 
Joint Readiness Training Center and Fort Polk 
Bldg. 4919, Room 102 

-----Original Message-----

Sent: Thursday, September 03, 2015 3:51PM 
To: Darr, Troy D CIV USARMY USAG (US) 
Subject: Scanned Document (Signed) 
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Cedars, Allison M CJV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear Mr.Fariss, 

Julie Butera  
Friday, September 04,2015 1:10PM 
Fariss, M W (Wayne) CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US) 
Julie Butera-sterilization ,data base, roundup and adoption proposal for humane removal of 
horses-Julie Butera 

I sent you an email2 days ago after talking with you and did not receive a confirmation email back . I'm 
hoping this reaches you and will be waiting for a confirmation that this is the coiTect email address to reach you. 

What I sent was a summary of our proposal . I am working on another summary to send you with an 
add" ·onal501c3 supporter I novt.have D~bi Matcalf of Stolen Horse Int~mational/Net Posse on our team. She 
and her husband would be in charge ofmicrochipping and fmming a data base especially for the Fort Polk ' 
Horses. We are very excited about having this intemational 501c3 supporting our humane removal mission. I 
will be emailing you this evening with more details. I'm waiting to hear from more contacts that I'm hoping will 
also be on board with us helping to refine details of a humane removal and prevention plan for the future . 

I also confirmed LHRA 's involvement in ow proposal this morning . I spoke with Michelle Rodriguez 
and Patrick Ricliiiiona about allowing us to use their 501c3 for funaraisirlg and Mr.Richmo~nd has agreed to 
allow us to use his facility to board a cetiain number of emergency rescue horses (starvation , malnourished, 
injury cases)at his facility which is not far from Fmt Polk. 

It is our goal to form a system of humane re~oval_ throughout the_ year as new horses are discovered 
abandoned in and around the forei;'t,so as not to pose a problem in the future and to prevent any problems ~f 
this magnitude to from ever occuring again. 

It is my goal and the goal of Fort Polk Horses, led by Mt·.Charles Dunn, to bring a positive, humane 
approach in the handling of this situation. 
Mr. Dunn and I have been in contact to bring tpgether a brilliant plan that I'm sure can have nothing but a 
positrn-effect on thes e horses and the community . · - · .- -

I look forward to being a prut of a positive, successful , humane solution . 

Sincerely, 
Julie Butera 

1 



',, 

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

Gillian Lyons  
Tuesday, September 08, 2015 9:20AM 

To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Comments on the Notice of Intent to Conduct an Environmental Assessment for Proposed 

Action to Eliminate Trespass Horses at Fort Polk, LA 
Attachments: Fort Polk Comments Draft - 9-3-15.pdf 

Mr. Fariss, 

On behalf of The Humane Society of the United States please accept the attached document as our comments on 
the Notice of Intent to Conduct an Environmental Assessment for Proposed Action to Eliminate Trespass 
Horses at Fmt Polk, LA. 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment! 

Gillian Lyons 

Wild Horse and Burro Program Manager 

Wildlife Protection Department 

 

  

The Humane Society ofthe United States 

 

 

Join Our Email List 
 

   
  

 



The Humane Society of the United States is the nation's largest animal protection organization, rated most 
effective <http:/ /vvww .myphilanthropedia.org/blo g/20 11 /08/24/humane-society -of-the-united -states-hsus-1-
expert-identified-animal-rights-and-welfare-nonprofit/> by our peers. For 60 years, we have celebrated the 
protection of all animals and confronted all forms of cruelty. We are the nation's largest provider of hands-on 
services <http:/ /hsus. typepad.com/wayne/20 13/12/hsus-animal-care-around -the-glo be.html> for animals, 
caring for more than 100,000 animals each year, and we prevent cruelty to millions more through our advocacy 
campaigns <http://www .humanesociety. org/issues/ campaigns/> . 

The HSUS is approved by the Better Business Bureau's Wise Giving Alliance <http://www.bbb.org/charity
reviews/national/animal-protectionlhumane-society-of-the-united-states-in-washington-dc-3129> for a1120 
standards for charity accountability, and was named by Worth Magazine 
<http:/ /www.humanesociety.org/assets/pdfs/about/wmth _top _1 0 _fiscally _responsible_ charities.pdf> as one of 
the 10 most fiscally responsible charities. To suppmt The HSUS, please make a monthly donation 
<https://secme.humanesociety.org/site/Donation2?df_id=2320&2320.donation=forml&s_src=dn_emstaffsig23 
20> , or give in another way 
<http:/ /www.humanesociety .org/donate/?utm _ source=staffsignature&utm _ medium=email&utm _ campaign=don 
ate> . You can also volunteer 
<http://www .humanesociety. org/ community/volunteers/?utm _ source=staffsignature&utm _ medium=email&utm 
_campaign=volunteer> for The HSUS, and see our 55 ways you can help 
<http://www.humanesociety.org/action/55_actions_to_help_animals.html?utm_source=staffsignature&utm_me 
dium=email&utm_campaign=helpanimals> animals. Read more about our 60 years of transformational change 
<http://www.humanesociety.org/about/hsus-transformational-change.html> for animals, and visit us online at 
humanesociety.org <https://intranet.hsus.org/Email%20Signatures/humanesociety.org> . 
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September 5, 2015 

Wayne Fariss 
JRTC and Fort Polk, Public Affairs Office 
Attention: Public Response 
7033 Magnolia Drive, Bldg. 4919 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 
Email: usarmy.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-public-response@mail.mil 

RE: Comments on Notice of Intent to Conduct an Environmental 
Assessment for Proposed Action to Eliminate Trespass Horses at Fort 
Polk, LA 

Dear Mr. Fariss, 

On behalf of The Humane Society of the United States ("The HSUS"), we 
appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Notice of Intent to Conduct an 
Environmental Assessment for Proposed Action to Eliminate Trespass Horses 
at Fort Polk, LA ("Notice") dated August 2015 . 

The HSUS has a long history of involvement in human-wildlife conflict 
resolution and is committed to working in a positive manner with the 
Department of Defense ("DOD") to promote the creation of sustainable, 
humane and fiscally responsible solutions to horse population issues. 

When issues involving the management of wild animals arise, we believe it is 
essential that agencies engage in a full and open dialogue with all affected 
stakeholders and that a fair, rational, and objective information collection and 
assessment process takes place before proceeding with any proposed 
management action or plan. As such, we are thankful for the opportunity to 
comment on Fort Polk's Notice of Intent and would appreciate if you would 
incorporate our comments, below, into the Environmental Assessment. 

Specific Concerns to be Included in Environmental Assessment 

The HSUS would appreciate if our specific comments, below, were 
incorporated into the Environmental Assessment ("EA''). 

Celebrating Animals I Confronting Cruelt y 

2100 L Street NW Washington, DC 20037 t 202.452.1100 f 202.778.6132 hum.:~nesociety.org 



Accurate Population Counts and Herd Analysis are Necessary for any Management 
Program 

As the Notice of Intent does not specify how many horses are living on Fort Polk Army Base, or 
whether those horses actually qualify as "trespass livestock" or "wild," we encourage the Fmt 
Polk to conduct a population census and thoroughly analyze the herd for indicators that the 
horses are indeed "trespass animals" before proceeding with any management plan. 

Fort Polk should also ensure that it has an accurate population count for the herd. In 2011 , the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) commissioned the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) to 
review wild horse management studies, and to make recommendations for future approaches to 
wild horse management. In 2013, the NAS released their fmdings in a repott entitled "Using 
Science to Improve the BLM Wild Horse and Burro Program."1 While the report was focused 
specifically on wild horses located on BLM lands, its fmdings are incredibly useful for other 
agencies considering horse management. One of those key findings was that accurate data on 
horse population numbers is necessary in order to assess the effectiveness of management 
actions such as removals, sex-age class manipulations, and contraceptive treatments to reduce 
population growth rates? 

For this reason, we request that Fort Polk conduct a thorough census of the number of horses 
living on the base before proceeding with any specific management action. 

Agency Collaboration is Necessary for Successful Management Programs 

While The HSUS supports the efforts of Fort Polk to create a management plan that controls 
horse populations within the base, we question the ability of the Fort to create a viable long-term 
solution without the assistance of the United States Forest Service (USFS). Fort Polk is, in part, 
located within Kisatchie National Forest (KNF) which has its own population of horses, so in 
order for any management program on Fort Polk to be successful, the base must coordinate with 

<_the USFS to manage all of horses currently living on Fmt Polk and within the Kisatchie National 
Forest. 

For instance, a removal program based solely within Fott Polk may be futile, as horses from the 
neighboring Kisatchie Forest will simply move onto the base and repopulate the area. Similady, 
a fertility control program which only treats mares on the base may have little effect on the 
metapopulation of the area, as stallions will mate with those mares outside of the base, 
potentially increasing the general horse population in the area. 

<Because of this, in order to create a successful management program, it is vital that Fort Polk 
collaborate with the USFS and create a unified plan to manage horses on the base, and within the 
National Forest. 

Management Program Based Solely on Removals Will be Unsuccessful 

1 National Research Council of the National Academies of Sciences. 20 13 . "Using Science to Improve the B LM 
Wild Horse and Burro Program: A Way Forward." ("NAS") 
2 NAS, page 31. 
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If history has taught us anything about the management of horse populations, it's that 
maintaining round-up and removal as a primary management strategy is not an economically 
viable or sustainable pathway forward. This is because the regular removal of horses (unless you 
can guarantee 1 00% removal, or that no additional horses will take up residence on the land) 
holds population levels below food-limited carrying capacity of the lands, and as a result 
population growth rates are actually increased by removals through compensatory population 
growth from decreased competition for forage. For instance, one study examining two 
populations of horses, one which was subjected to removals and the other which was not, found 
that pregnancies and births were over 30% higher in the population subjected to removals. 3 

A historical example of the phenomenon of compensatory breeding (detailed in the recent N AS 
report) can be seen through a glance at the BLM's program, which has been actively managing 
wild horses on Department of Interior (DOl) lands for 20 years through the process of roundups 
and removals. Despite conducting removals regularly for over 20 years, the Wild Horse and 
BmTo Program has been unsuccessful in lowering horse population numbers- indeed, horse 
populations have remained high, in part because they were facilitated by the management 
practice of removal.4 

· 

In 2013, The National Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences ("NAS") released 
a report 'commissioned by the BLM. The report found that the BLM's practice of rounding up 
and removing a significant proportion of the herd's population every three to four years could be 
contributing to high horse population growth rates.5 

Instead, the report suggested that the BLM implement fertility control practices, focusing 
specifically on liquid PZP as one of the most promising methods for implementation.6 

Fertility Control Tools are Necessary to any Successful Management Program 

Incorporating fertility control into any management plan can help prevent additional population 
growth while the Army is working on a comprehensive management plan. We cannot overstate 
the value of implementing comprehensive, holistic, and humane wild horse management 
approaches by placing a central focus on increasing fertility control - specifically with Porcine 
Zona Pellucida ("PZP"). 

PZP is a contraceptive vaccine, created from a natural protein that sunounds the eggs of pigs. It 
consists of several glycoproteins (proteins with some carbohydrates attached); when the vaccine 
is injected into the muscle of a female horse, along with an adjuvant that helps boost her immune 

3 Kirkpatrick and Turner 1991, J. Wildt. Manage. 55:649-652 
4 

For instance, BLM numbers estimate that wild horse population numbers in 1971 were approximately 25,300. 
Despite having removed approximately 218,396 horses since then- range population in 20 14 was 40,815, almost 
double 1971 numbers. See, 
http://www.blm.gov/style/medialib/blrnlwo/Planning and Renewable Resources/wild horses and burros/statistics 

and maps/pis adoption and removal.Par. 78536.File.dat/PLS%20WHB%20adoptions+removals%2020 14.pdf 
5 NAS, Page 6 . 
6 NAS, Pages 7, 35. 



response, her immune system is triggered to produce antibodies against the vaccine. These 
antibodies attach to the sperm receptors of the female's eggs, blocking fertilization. 

Zonastat-H, or "liquid PZP", lasts approximately one year, costs approximately 25 dollars and is 
usually given, initially, in a series of 2 vaccinations 2-6 weeks apati and then a booster every 
year after that. This formulation is about 90%-95% effective. Furthermore, several studies, while 
focused on DOl lands, have shown that managing wild horses with fertility control instead of 
roundups and removals can lower carrying costs of horse management programs significantly.7 

There is no "one-size fits all" use for PZP. It can form the basis for a management plan that 
focuses solely around fertility control management8, or it can be incorporated into already 
existing management plans that also incorporate removals and adoptions. The second option 
would benefit the overall management program by allowing for a slower reproductive rate, 
which would reduce the number of animals that would have to be gathered and removed from 
Foti Polk, thereby reducing the economic burden of conducting gather and removal operations in 
the future. 

The HSUS, which is currently working with the BLM on PZP projects at two separate Herd 
Management Areas, would like to offer our assistanc.eJn_Ilartnering with Fmi Polk to ensure that 
the fertility control program is designed and conducted to inoculate the appropriate ratio of total 
mares in the herd in order to achieve the base's desired goals for horse population management. 

Suggested Approach for Wild Horse Management on Fort Polk 

As stated previously, The HSUS supports the efforts ofFoti Polk to create a management plan 
that controls horse populations within the base. However, we also recognize the value ofFmi 
Polk's horses and believe any plan for their management must first, and foremost, be humane. 

As such, we have two alternate suggestions for management that we hope Fort Polk will 
consider. 

Manage Horses on Fort Polk 

Our preferred pathway forward would be for Foti Polk to allow the horses to remain on the base 
while structuring a management plan that gradually lowers their population numbers until the 
Fort's desired population level is reached. This management plan would gradually lower 
population numbers through a dual approach of ~tiility control, and removals for adoption. 

7 Bartholow, J.' 2007. Economic benefit of fertility control in wild horse populations. J. Wild!. Mgmt. 71(8):2811-
2819. I; De. Seve, Charles & Boyles Griffm, Stephanie, An Economic Model Demonstrating the long-term cost 
benefits of incorporating fertility control into wild horse management programs on public lands in the United States. 
8 In this case, the recommendations for a successful program require that the appropriate ratio of total mares in a 
herd (between 65-85%) are treated annually at the most efficacious time of year (between November and February). 
Only when a program is run in this manner will it optimize, to the greatest extent possible, the benefits of using the 
fertility control agent PZP to manage wild horse populations. 
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As stated previously, our organization would like to offer our assistance in partnering with Fort 
Polk to ensure that the fertility control program is designed and conducted to inoculate the 
appropriate ratio of total mares in the herd in order to achieve the base's desired goals for horse 
population management. 

Further, we would like to offer our assistance in partnering with Fott Polk to help place its horses 
into adoptive homes and sanctuary. Currently, The HSUS has been working with the BLM under 
a Memorandum of Understanding that helps place burros into adoptive homes and sanctuaries. 
These placements are crucial to BLM's current management plan, and The HSUS' work over the 
last two and a half years has helped drive adoptions. 

We would appreciate the oppottunity to establish a similar working relationship with Fott Polk to 
help increase adoption rates, though a variety of approaches including: 1) Partnering with rescue 
groups and sanctuaries to rehome horses; 2) Hosting education/adoption events to teach the 
public about horse care and adoption; 3) Networking with trainers, adopters, equine rescues and 
sanctuaries and equine transportation services to help facilitate the transpottation needs of horse 
adopters. 

Manage Horses in Sanctuary 

If it is not feasible to maintain the current population of horses on Fort Polk, we suggest that F ott 
Polk establish a sanctuary for the base's current horse population- either on current base land, or 
in the local vicinity. While, in an ideal situation, the sanctuary could exist in perpetuity (perhaps 
bringing in funding for the base, through ecotourism), it may also be feasible for Fort Polk to 
establish a temporary sanctuary on which a management program is established which lowers the 
sanctuary's population through the use of fertility control and adoption program -thereby 
returning sanctuary land to the Army for Depmtment of Defense testing purposes. 

In either case, our organization would like to offer our support to aid in the implementation of 
the program, and would appreciate the opportunity to meet to discuss the issue further. 

Conclusion 

We are thankful for the oppottunity to comment on the Fott Polk's population management plan, 
and ask that our comments be incorporated into the Environmental Assessment. 

Sincerely, 

Gillian Lyons 
Wild Horse and Burro Program Manager 
The Humane Society of the United States 
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Dear Kisatchie Forest, USFS, and JRTC, 

Thank you for providing a home to the Fort Polk Cavalry Horses, Pearson Ridge logging 
horses, and also other horses that have ended up with them also. 

~ ~ I am very concemed for these animals now that their numbers are such that they need to 

\ 
cd ) be managed. I support humane management practices that include keeping as many 

<l remaining wild as possible. I support a sanctuary being fmmed. 
' -----

I support gentle handling procedures that involve skilled horseman and acceptable animal 
husbandry practices. This has been successfully done in other areas where herds need to 
be managed. · 

\~ \'>0 r< \ I sup2o t adoption by groups and individuals that are verifiable and followed to ensure 
- tlratgood homes are found and none are sold to kill buyers. Horse slaughter is not 

allowed in the US and is a honific death in Mexico. Please ensure this does not happen. 

I suppmt non..permanent sterilization to limit reproduction and still maintain herd heath 
~---anu utmaVlOr. 

Wounded Warrior and_otber horse therapy progmms for veterans provide healing and help 
ta-sultli~g from war. Their programs verify and prove the benefits of horses in 
the human heart and soul. Please involve them and make this a win win for the atmy and 
om· countty. 

Thank you for taking the time to r~ad my concems. Any time spent working this out to a 
respectful and caring result will be wmth the eff01t. 

lt~~ \'C\ O X ( ~ 
GinaMeng , . f 0 

 

     
    -../ 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 
Signed By: 

Classification: 

Moulton, Thomas William (Doc) CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US) 
Wednesday, September 09, 2015 3:12PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
FW: Scanned Document (Signed) comment received by mail post marked 31 Aug 2015 
(UNCLASSIFIED) . 
scanned Doc. pdf 

UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message-----
 

Sent: Wednesday, September 09, 2015 3:08PM 
To: Moulton, Thomas William (Doc) CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US) 
Subject: Scanned Document (Signed) 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED · 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Cl 
Friday, August21, 20151:14 PM 

To: 
Subject: 
Signed By: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
FW: Fort Polk Historic Cavalry Horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message-----
From: Rita Reik, M.D. [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18,2015 1:25PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Fort Polk Historic Cavalry Horses 

Dear Sirs, 

My suggestion for the" trespass horses", who are believed by the American public to be descendants of 
American Cavah·y horses, is to provide them with a 5000 acre fenced sanctv~Y on the Fort Polk site (which has 
hundreds of thousands of acres). If the sanctuary has goo a pasture and tre~s, the herd will be relatively self
sustaining. Volunteer horse advocacy groups can assist in herd management to keep the population size under 
control. These horses would be a great advertisement for the military and in keeping with the newer image of 
the military that the citizens like to perceive: humane, caring, in touch. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Best regards, 
Rita 

Rita A. Reik, MD 
Epona's Path, Inc. 

 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Dear General McGuire 

Laura Marshall  
Monday, August 24, 2015 8:49 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Attn: General McGuire 

Yellow Category 

Please save the horse at Ft Polk and Peason Ridge. They have been there for many years. I saw them when I 
lived in the area in the 1960s. Many are descended from cavalry horses. The ones who were dumped there did 
not ask to be dumped. People caused some of this problem. Please let people help solve the problem. These 
horses do not deserve to be sent to slaughter. Many of their ancestors served our country, like the dogs do 
today. Please allow us the opportunity to[find another place\for these horses. We at least need an accurate 
count so we can stmi doing that. 

A friend of the horses (we are many), 
Laura Mm·shall 

"Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God." Philippians 4 :6 

1 
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Scoping Comments* for Alternatives for Environmental 
Assessment for Eliminating Trespass Horses from Fort 

Polk 
(please type OR use black or blue ink when filling out) 

* So that contact can be made to follow up on the. below comments, to assist in 
development of viable alternatives, please provide current contact information. 

Namc:U/&Ii'ky t), &,rs'honc Number  ______ _ 

Address (Street, City/State, Zip Code: 

Comments must be received by Sept. 5, 2015. 
Comments should be sent to: 

JRTC and Fort Polk Public Affairs Office (Attn: Public Response) 
7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 

Ore-mailed to: usamw.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-public-response('{4mail.mil 



N•m•:~Dr 
Comments (continued): _____________________ _ 



Scoping Comments* for Alternatives for Environmental 
Assessment for Eliminating Trespass Horses from Fort 

Polk 
(please type OR use black or blue ink when filling out) 

* So that contact can be made to follow up on the below comments, to assist in 
development of viable alternatives, please pro current contact ipformation. 

- II . 
. Name: 06 dJ f7t• [ Ji .rPhone Number     Email . 

Address (Streit, City/State, Zip C

Comments: -r;:; ·-;__If' 7/6\J .J W- I11J11dll;;:. / ~ T 4)/;:.'.ul . 

Of- j/p /( '-£ , G'# F-0~E // ;v ~ f"' ,r~J'(_ J/1 A '( dtf' l."' ~ 
/~J;? TJ& }:/) t! f IZ },Jo s;u~se>~'i>f' 

___________________ _ __ (continue on reverse) 

Comments must be received by Sept. 5, 2015. 
Comments should be sent to: 

JRTC and Fort Polk Public Affairs Office (Attn: Public Response) 
7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 

Ore-mailed to: usarmy.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-public-responsecmmail.mil 



Name: --------

Comments (continued): ______________________ _ 



Scoping Comments* for Alternatives for Environmental 
Assessment for Eliminating Trespass Horses from Fort 

· Polk 
(please type OR use black or blue ink when filling out) 

* So that contact can be made to follow up on the below comments, to assist in 
development of viable altematives, please provide.current contact information. 

Address (Street, City/S.tate, Zip Code: _______________ _ 

Comments: .I ht9ve 11 /3al/i"y t= c/117'-/e /-;:oc42 c:J,J') f;/UJ_v//P 

/1'7 ..?p/:;,'/le rAr--' s·L . Tf..e;.e /4:-rf"e~ /-/,t<JJe Cd4>e.J 

/ ? 7 

/ 

Tt.-eu e;Jr// ..5'fe41 10 /YJ~I'e 
7 

; r -~ cJo • .,t: ke ')2 t-A ~ar ~t, <.<.T 1y 

./ 

flc.c;~-e,..tf It~ 
7 

Ftor1f al" 

_______________________ (continue on reverse) 

Comments must be received by Sept. 5, 2015. 
Comments should be sent to: 

JRTC and Fort Polk Public Affairs Office (Attn: Public Response) 
7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 

Ore-mailed to: usarmy.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-public-response(@.mail.mil 



Name: --------

. Comments (continued): _____________________ _ 



Scoping Comments* for Alternatives for Environmental 
Assessment for Eliminating Trespass Horses from Fort 

Polk 
(please type OR use black or blue ink when filling o.ut) 

* So that contact can be made to follow up on the below comments, to assist in · 
development of viable alternatives, please provide current contact information. 

Name: } r.t.~:>~}\ukp£t1" Phone Number  mail ______ _ 

Address (Street, City/State, Zip Code:       

Comments: :r. :r~u(1 Ji\~'*5/>'" \..v () \1 .51:£)~ "'Pi!f?P~" s-/s~J"t) · ~1c.f 
~ }_ ""-> -ll ~oj ~_kC1g4JJ-er ~e.. 9Y'tl T ~J I( Skvv( 4/{ eyp(}'1Sf 

o 'II\ C6{J, J"lj ~·"e. hn r-{'!,5 , 'J ....., "( II 'fzt k e. 4 II ~e.. /riC> .~f.eJ .' 
J- 1\..:-vvt -tl"<1L eqt.•'P~~~ ... -J- .q.:-..,( re;>t>··'~ 1-o. c"'i+c"t -tl{ ot. 

______________________ (continue on reverse) 

Comments must be received by Sept. 5, 2015. 
Comments should be sent to: 

JRTC and Fort Polk Public Affairs Office (Attn: Public Response) 
7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 

Ore-mailed to: usarmy.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-public.-response(@,mail.mil 
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Name: --------

Comments (continued):. ______________________ _ 



Scoping Comments* for Alternatives for Environmental 
Assessment for Eliminating Trespass Horses from Fort 

-Polk 
(please type OR use black or blue ink when filling out) 

* So that contact can be made to follow up on the below comments, to assist in 
development of viable. alternatives, please provide current contact information . 

.  
/""\ · '':;'\ TI .     

Name: ........; 'U"-..If]'l\'{Y ~y-~:,r.) Phone Num~ J- Email    

Address (Street, City/State, Zip Code:"" .L--_____ ~--
Comments: 1\-I\ ~'="J N\ ~ \\:sr . 1-,'; \f.Q, ~+'?S. )\ -~v <..+\a Y\..S 

·t~ ;s~~4.6' <:::li._V\d s..-,\s, ..J-.)~· t.,__e()J~5 oJt CjL) <....-:f'\(01'\"' 

______________________ (continue on reverse) 

Comments must be received by Sept. 5, 2015. 
Comments should be sent to: 

JRTC and Fort Polk Public Affairs Office (Attn: Public Response) 
7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 

Ore-mailed to: usarmy.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-public-response@mail.mil 
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Name: --------

Comments (continued): _____________________ _ 



Scoping Comments* for Alternatives for Environmental 
Assessmen.t for Eliminating Trespass Horses from Fort 

Polk 
(please type OR use black or blue ink when filling out) 

* So that contact can be made to follow up on the below comments, to assist in 
~evelopment of viable alternatives, please provide current contact information. 

Name: [)1a.h~IV-- Phone Number kmai
Address (Street, City/State, Zip Code:     
Comments: I Vt-S+t.o..-d of k;/(t'rLa -Ht. ~ h6-cse.-<; 

+red Y\.... ~ hor~e- ~ dn cJ s~w ~ 
at fodeos anal tAJe:..s+-e .. rn_ or 

_ ____________________ (continue on reverse) 

Comments must be received by Sept. 5, 2015. 
Comments should be sent to: 

JRTC and Fort Polk Public Affairs Office (Attn: Public Response) 
7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 

Ore-mailed to: usarmy.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-public-response(ci),mail.mil 



Name: --------

Comments (continued): _____________________ _ 



JRTC and Fort Polk 
Public Affairs Office 
Attention: Public Response 
7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 

To whom it may concern, 

August 12, 2015 

I tender this letter as a means to provide requested input regarding the "elimination of trespass horses 

from the Fort Polk Military Reservation and the Peason Ridge Military Training Area". It is my 

understanding through communication with the Public Affairs Office of Fort Polk that the decision to 

"eliminate" those "trespass horses" has already been made, and the requested input is to assist in 

addressing all issues of concern and to identify possible means of eliminating those herds of horses. I do 

understand very well that there are valid problems associated with those horses. However, I do very much 

question the validity of some stated and published problems associated with those horse populations 

which just are neither characteristic nor indicative of wild horse behavior. 

1) "Elimination" of these "trespass horses" should actually be "removal or relocation" of said horses

certainly not eradication, destruction, or otherwise cessation of these animals. 

2) Removal and relocation of these "trespass horses" should be conducted in a manner with the utmost 

attention given to'the safety of all people, the uninvolved public and the persons involved in the actions 

related to the interaction with the horses, as well to the safety of the horses. 

3) All actions relative to the horses should be conducted with the utmost attention given to the humane, 

ethical, moral considerations regarding the treatment of these animals. 

I suggest that possible actions regarding the removal of those "trespass horses" that could be considered 

and possibly implemented might be: 

1) Horse "roundups" similar to those conducted in the past in our western states where large populations 

of wild horses are managed, 

2) The horses could be humanely collected and temporarily cared for in large collection pens, 

3) The horses could be offered for~:~~-~~~~!J;)n_~of.p~~i?.~~~rse" programs conducted 

as a part of those management programs with the wild horse populations, or other='' Horse Rescue" 

programs, 

4) The horses could be sold at a.e~ wil!!n_g_bl!ygr::~w ... ~o would become legitimate owners offering 

humane treatment to those horses, 

5) Thorough investigation into relocation options should be conducted to determine possible areas where 

the horses are desirable and can be maintained in appropriate humane fashion, 

/ !Jtj 



6) Horses which are ill or injured and whose best treatment is to b~-e~utl}anize_d1 as determined by a 
-· z--::::::-____ ~---- ·------·-

certified veterinarian, should be so done in the most humane and accepted manner. 

For my part, these "trespass horses" are not wild, under law, as stated in a recent news arti~le released by 

westcentralsbest.com, nor are they wild in any true sense of the term. The wild horses with which I am 

familiar shy away from human contact very quickly and most effectively. They avoid populated areas and 

high traffic areas. Certainly no person could get close enough to a wild horse to be kicked, bitten, or 

trampled by them, without using extreme measures and intentionally being in such proximity. It is a well

known fact that for various reasons· some people have been in the practice of releasing and abandoning 

unwanted horses in the Vernon and Natchitoches rural areas of the Kisatchie National Forest, Peason Ridge, 

and the Fort Polk Military Reservation Areas in recent years. This is of course an illegal, unethical, and 

inhumane practice. It has also contributed to this ~'trespass horses" problem to some degree, and still now 

has to be addressed. Certainly it has contributed to the situation where the horses do not shy away from 

human contact so much, as in the past. Surely, also, this can be a result of learned/adapted behavior on 

the part ofthe horses. The very small population of truly "wild horses" of Louisiana to my knowledge and 

experience are not a problem. At any rate for the future I would like to strongly suggest the following: 

1) Inform all applicable enforcement agencies of this practice of releasing and abandoning horses, 

2) Alert these enforcement agencies and agents to be vigilant in detecting such activities, 

3) Cite and prosecute all persons involved and responsible for such acts in all manners as applicable under 

the law pertaining to the same. 

The legacy of the wild horses of The United States of America and the intrinsic value ·of the pioneer history 

and spirit of o·ur great country preserved within those wild horse populations is indeed a source of pride 

and worth preserving. It is very sad, indeed, to know that this part of that preservation process is coming to 

an end. In the recent past, concern that the "trespass horses" of this geographic region were presenting a 

health/disease risk to the domestic horse population was raised. It is my understanding that through valid 

research and testing, this was determined just not to be the case. In 2004, during regular session the 

Louisiana House of Representatives passed House Concurrent Resolution No. 356 which addresses the 

situation of the wild horses and "trespass horses" of this region . In 2010, in that FNSI regarding the 

DISPOSITION OF TRESPASS .HORSES AT JRTC & FORT POLK, LOUISIANA, Colonel Francis B. Burns, Garrison 

Commander, JRTC and Fort Polk, made a decision to implement Alternative #3, which involved testing of 

those horses and a sterilization program. That has evidently not worked in resolving the problems and 

issues relative to those /'trespass horses". Perhaps now a successful, appropriate, and acceptable solution 

can be realized and implemented. 

Thank you for your time, due attention, and appropriate assistance in this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

j)~~ 
David Lewis 

 
 





STATEMENT OF ANONYMOUS 

Whatever is decided to do with these wild horses in the 
Fort Polk area, I'd like to see it done in the u. s . Forestry 
area, as well. We're having the same problems in different 
areas. 

I~ 



STATEMENT OF ED WISE 

My name is Ed Wise~ I've work out ~t Fort Polk as a 
contractor for 4 years at a village called Darlong, right 
alongside the runway where they drop. And, in 4 years, the 
horses have been around me constantly. They've never been a 
problem. I've gotten quite used to them. And, the Army's 
learned how t o live with the woodpeckers. I think they should 
be able to learn how to live with the horses. In my, just my 
6pinion, leave. them alone . 



/D7 

STATEMENT OF MIKE DASELL 

Mike Dasell, area engin~er for Vernon Parish with the 
Department of Transportation and Development . We went back 
through our records since 2010 to determine how many horses we 
have picked up off the side of the road. The assumption being 
that a vehicle hit one of those horses since it wa~ on our right 
of way . In 2010, we had one . In 2011, we had 1. In 2012, we 
had 2. In 2013 , we h a d 2. In 2014, we had 6 . In 2015, we've 
have 5 from January to July of 2015. So , just half the year, we 
al~eady h~ve 5 . 



IO<b 
STATEMENT OF SAM CRAFT 

I'm Sam Craft. I'm the Vernon Parish Sheriff. And, merely 
as a safety aspect, that's where we all need to be concerned. 
And, I'm not--I'm pro-horse. I'm a horse lover. But, when it 
comes to the safety of our citizens and our property, that's 
where we need to find a good answer that is feasible for all 
parties involved, and that the horses are taken care of 
humanely. My thoughts, some sort of adoption program or 
something, because if the ranges aren't-gG~n~-t~-be-T~Bd-e-Lf, 

the~ they're? going to continue to get on the roadways, and get 
onto people's private property and cause damages. So, you know 
some form _of adoption through these various animal groups, to 
me, would be the best solution. 



STATEMENT OF SERGEANT LaCAZE 

I'm Sergeant LaCaze, Natchitoches Sheriff's office. One of 
the main concerns that we have with the horses is that, during 
the spring time when it first becomes spring/late fall, we get 
call after call. Sometimes, the deputy ' s got to go down on 117 
4 to 5 times a night. We run them off the road.· They come 
right back . One of our concerns is that somebody's going to 
eventually get killed or hurt real bad with the horses being on 
the highway . We'd like to come to some kind of solution to 
where we could keep the horses off the highway. 



'\ 1 0 

STATEMENT OF STATE REPRESENTATIVE FRANK HOWARD 

I'm State Representative Frank Howard, representing 
District 24. That's comprised of a portion of Natchitoches 
Parish, also Sabine Parish, and almost all of Vernon . I've had 
numerous calls, complaints about these wild horses roaming in 
the Pearson area, and also in the Fort Polk area, especially on 
Highway 118 in the Pearson community, Highway 117, north of 
Leesville to. Natchitoches, also Highway 463 traveling from 
Hosston to Pitkin, and also Highway 399, which is located in the 
Cravens area, numerous reports of horses being out on the road . 
Also, Mr. Iman Jones, who lives in the Pearson area, has had a 
lot of damage to his chicken farm, to the cooling coils on his 
chicken houses. During the summer time, · the horses will go 
there and get water, and they're tearing up those water coolers. 

On the reports that I received from the Sheriff's office in 
2014, on LA 117, they received 24 calls in reference to horses 
on the roadway. They had two accidents involved with horses on 
117. 

Also, in the year of 2014, on Louisiana 463, that would · be 
the area traveling from Hosston to Pitkin, they received 22 
calls, also 2 accidents was involved in it . 

In 2015, of this year, on LA 117, they received 9 calls so 
far on horses on the roadway, and one accident was involved with 
a horse .. 

In 2015) LA 463, they received 6 calls with 1 accident . · 
involving horses . 

I would be glad to work with the military, with Fort Polk, 
and also the State of Louisiana Department of Transportation to 
see what we could do to resolve this problem. 



\\\ 
STATEMENT OF STATE REPRESENTATIVE JAMES ARMES III 

State Representative James K. Armes III, representing 
District 30, all of Leesville and Fort Polk. First of all, I'd 
like to say that I'm not for getting rid of all the wild horses . 
My problem is is I want to get them off the roads. When you 
call the State Police, and they say, "Well, they're not ours, so 
we can't do nothing about them." You call the wildlife people, 
"Well, we can't do anything about them." You call the . 
agriculture people, and they say, "Well, ~hey're feral horses ." 
I said, "Well, the difference though between a feral horse and a 
feral pig or a deer are they are about 2000 pounds lighter." 
And, there's been so many wrecks on that road. And, we've got 
so many kids that go from Leesville to Fort Polk, commutes to 
Northwestern up there on the main campus. And, when they come 
back in the winter time, that road's dark. It's raining a 
little bit, and it's slick. You can't see those dark horses. 
Their eyes don't, you know, they don't reflect like a deer's. 
So, and then, when I'm out there watching them jump out there at 
the jump zone, at Geronimo, you know, I've got those night 
vision goggles on. I see all the horses out there. It look s 
dangerous to me. I mean, it may not be. And, maybe it just 
looks dangerous. So, I can understand Fort Polk, where they 
stand on it to. I guess I'm saying it don't really matter. As 
far as safety, as far as I'm concerned, they can go. I'd like 
to see them go. Maybe we could get rid of about two- thirds of 
them, you know. 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Allison please file in AR 

Troy - move to folder 

Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Friday, August 07, 2015 4:49 PM 
Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 
Darr, Troy D CIV USARMY USAG (US) 
FW: Horses 

Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

-----Original Message-----
From: bellena dotson [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, August 06,2015 4:18PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox P AO Public Response 
Subject: Horses 

//;;( 

They are hardly trespassing sense they were military to begin with. If you don't want them there round them up 
and give them away. Meaning for free they will all be gone within the week .better than being run down by 
tanks like has happened in the past. 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Friday, August 07, 2015 4:47PM 
Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 
Darr, Troy D CIV USARMY USAG (US) 
FW: Fort Polk horses 

Allison, please print for AR 

Troy -moved to folder 

Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 

Original Message-----
From: Jessica [ mailto  
Sent: Thursday, August 06,2015 5:37PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Fort Polk horses 

ll~ 

I believe that WILD horses of Fort Polk need to be left alone. They are descendants of the civil war/fann horses 
and have been here for several years and therefore should be co considered wild and protected under the law. 
They offer no true threat to the training soldiers and yes accidents have happened which horses getting in the 
way of live fire ect. IF the breeding gets to out of hand then I do believe there should be a round up occasionally 
BUT not with the use of helicopters or things of that nature. There are other more humane ways to round up the 
horses especially when there are foals around. So PLEASE leave the horses alone, they are amazing and the one 
of the most magnificent animals! Watch them and learn from them! 

Sent from my iPhone 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

ForAR 

 
 

 
 

 
 

mil 

-----Original Message-----
From: Maggie [mailto:  
Sent: Saturday, August 08, 2015 I :18 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Fort Polk WILD horses 

//Cf 

These horses are descended from "world war 2 cavalry horses"? Yet they arent wild! Just because the BLM in 
all of their infinite intelligence says the horses arent their responsibility -Horses that have been in the same 
area for over 70 years sound wild to me and are not domesticated. 
Obviously they were there in 1971 when the wild horse & burro act came 
into play. Certainly since they have existed there for all that time -
"trespass livestock" doesn't quite describe them. 

Maggie Frazier 
134 Dunbar Rd 
Windsor NY 13865 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Monday, August 10,2015 2:54PM 

To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 
Subject: FW: Fort Polk horses 

Please file in AR 

Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

-----Original Message-----
From: Shannon [mailto  
Sent: Saturday, August 08, 2015 8:10PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Fort Polk horses 

Many of those horses are descendants of United States Calvary unit horses. Fort Polk is a United States Calvary 
unit therefore those horses are part of its history and heritage. Living on base I heard many soldiers loved when 
they seen tl)e horses out on field training. The horses should be free where they are. Find another way to keep 
them from the roads by fencing and many signs. I've never had the luxury of seeing them and I've traveled those 
roads many times and lived on base. They are history and heritage of the area please don't try to destroy that 
history. 

Sent from my iPhone 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

ForAR 

Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Monday, August 10, 2015 1:26PM 
Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 
FW: Fort Polk Horses 

Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 
 

 
 

-----Original Message-----
From: Debra Ray [mailto  
Sent: Saturday, August 08, 2015 6:21PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Fort Polk Horses 

I I b 

My concem is for the horses if they don't fall under the Wild Horse Act of 1971 but are considered descendants 
of the World War II Calvary horses and are not protected. Then why isn't your average person allowed to go 
out and catch a horse or horses they want without being prosecuted. If they are willing to go out and catch the 

. horses themselves and will be caring for them then why not. It will help take some of the horses away from the 
area yet provide a safe place for them without killing them. 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Please file in AR 

Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Monday, August 10,2015 2:54PM 
Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 
FW: Fort Polk horses 

Fort Polk/DPW /ENRMD 

-----Original Message-----
From: Shannon [mailto:  
Sent: Saturday, August 08,2015 8:10PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Fort Polk horses 

117 

Many of those horses are descendants of United States Calvary unit horses. Fort Polk is a United States Calvary 
unit therefore those horses are part of its history and heritage. Living on base I heard many soldiers loved when 
they seen the horses out on field training. The horses should be free where they are. Find another way to keep 
them from the roads by fencing and many signs. I've never had the luxury of seeing them and I've traveled those 
roads many times and lived on base. They are history and heritage of the area please don't try to destroy that 
history. 

Sent from my iPhone 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Monday, August 10,2015 3:07PM 

To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 
Subject: FW: horses 
Attachments: Notice_ of _I ntent_to _Eliminate_ Trespass _Horses.pdf 

Allison please file in AR 

Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 

 

-----Original Message-----
From: Rose Peoples [mailto  
Sent: Sunday, August 09,2015 11:03 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: horses 

Please allow rescues to save these beautiful creatures, absolutely deplorable to even think of allowing them to 
be hunted. 
Thank you, 
Rose Peoples 

Sent from my iPad 

1 



Notice of Intent to Conduct an Environmental Assessment for Proposed Action to Eliminate 
Trespass Horses at Fort Polk, LA 

Public Notice 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and A1my regulations, the Army is 
seeking input as well as the participation of animal rights groups and other subject matter experts in 
developing appropriate alternatives to eliminate trespass horses from the Fort Polk Military Reservation 
and the Peason Ridge Military Training Area. The U.S. Army Joint Readiness Training Center and Fort 
Polk will provide opportunities for interested agencies, organizations, and individuals for help in · 
determining the appropriate scope of the Environmental Assessment (EA) to include alternative actions 
and issues of concern to be considered and analyzed. 

Fort Polk has a large population of trespass horses. The U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 
Louisiana has determined the horses are trespass livestock to which the Wild Free Roaming Horses and 
Burros Protection Act of 1971 is not applicable. 

The population of trespass horses that remain on the training landscape imposes a safety conflict with 
training activities. This safety risk is unacceptable for troops, Army equipment, and the horses 
themselves. 

The EA will evaluate potential impacts associated with a wide range of alternatives regarding the 
disposition of the trespass horses. The analysis process will identifY affected resources, evaluate effects of 
the proposed actions on those resources, determine alternative implementation methods, imd, if necessary, 
recommend mitigation measures. 

No decision on any actions regarding the horses or the disposition of the horses will be made until after 
· completion of the EA and careful consideration of issues of concern and reasonable alternative actions 
identified by the public, appropriate government agencies, and subject matter experts. The Army 
encourages public input on this issue as well as the participation of animal welfare groups and other 
subject matter experts in developing an appropriate course of action in regard to this issue. To aid the 
Army in identifYing and evaluating issues and concerns, comments should be as specific as possible. 

Please submit comments to usarmy.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-oublic-response@mail.mil or to the address 
shown below no later than 30 days from the date of this notice so that your comments and ideas can be 
addressed in the EA. 

JRTC and Fort Polk 
Public Affairs Office 
Attention: Public Response 
7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 

A public meeting will be held in Leesville, LA, to receive public input on issues of concern and 
alternative courses of action. The Leesville meeting will be held from 5 to 8 p.m. Thursday, August 13 at 
Leesville City Hall, I 0 I West Lee Street, Leesville, LA 71446. The meeting will be conducted in an 
"open house" type forum at which information booths will be established and public comment forms 
made available. The public can come and go at their convenience during the three-hour timeframe of the 
meeting. 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Monday, August 17, 2015 8:41 AM 

To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 
Subject: FW: Fort Polk Horses 

Please file in AR 

Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 

 

Original Message-----
From: Julie Butera [mailto  
Sent: Wednesday, August 12,2015 2:09PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Fort Polk Horses 

To Whom This May Concern, 

I hope you don't decide to give these heroes over to killbuyers. 
Just like our brave soldiers stationed at Fort Polk, these horses are heroes .They are America. Their ancestors 
gave their lies for American soldiers . While we don't want to see any soldier or civilian get hurt, we also don't 
want our horses to get hurt either. I hope we can come to a humane solution of dealing with this and I must 
remind you that slaughter is not a humane option . 

I can see how these horses would not be considered wild since they are descendants of an old farm and 
Cavalry Horses. Also, a military base is not part of public lands . 

I have an idea to perhaps fence off an area for the horses and setting up a careful adoption program . I 
would be willing to contact all rescues and sanctuaries in surrounding areas to see about safe placement of these 
horses. 

If you are able to come up with a humane ,workable solution, I see no problem. 
Certainly ,descendants of Cavalry Horses deserve to have some sanctuary space set aside and a good care , 

and adoption program put in place. 
My name is Julie Butera. I am an advocate for the safety of all Equine nationwide. We must do all we can 

to keep our American Horses Safe from slaughter and harms way . I can be reached at 34 7-484-I 708. I am a 
citizen of Louisiana and a resident of New Orleans all my life. All the men in my family are veterans of the 
USA military and we are proud Americans and have visited Fort Polk in the past .We support and admire ya'll. 
Please support your friends and allies the Fort Polk Horses. 

Thank you, 
Julie Butera 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
. Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

windolin  
Wednesday, August 12, 2015 7:14PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Wild Horse Herd -Fort Polk 

ll]J 

I am horse owner that is deeply concerned about the future of these descendants of the horses that served so 
bravely and often gave their lives during World War II. 

Our fear is that they will no doubt be sent to slaughter. 

I most respectfully ask that you give these horses a chance and give serious consideration to the action plan 
below. 

• Friends of Animals organization believes the Cavalry-descended Wild Horses should remain on this land and 
that Hunter's rights on American Government owned land should be discounted. 
• The Humane Society of North Texas is discussing a proposal to remove trespass horses, who are often tame 
(with some even wearing halters) to receive vaccinations, gelding, and adoption. 
• This will allow a reduction in the herd size and retain its historic status. 
• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 
• We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendants, especially over the rights of Hunter's privileges. 
• We share our concern with the US Government that these horses will end up in the hands of kill buyers who 
ship it to slaughter in Mexico. 

Respectfully, 
LyndaBKing 

 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Wednesday, August 12, 2015 9:08PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Ft Polk cavalry descendants 

J:ll 

I support the continued safety and rights of the historic World War II cavalry horse descendants at Fort Polk US 
Army Base in Leesville, Louisiana. The history of the United States of America would be completely different 
without the contribution that the equine species has made for our country. The government has done a grave 
injustice to its retired mounts in the past by slaughtering retired herds and it was very wrong to do so! Look in 
to the history of the cavalry- the Civil War, WWI, WWII, etc, and you will see just how much those horses gave 
up. They worked themselves to death and were killed on the battlefields in staggering numbers. They continued 
to work despite grave wounds and inadequate feed (or none at all) until they dropped. Their soldiers loved them 
deeply. Please allow these descendants to live their lives as a living monument to the US Cavalry and to the 
horse itself. These historic wild horses could easily (and very likely) end up in slaughter- several kill buyers 
have already allegedly expressed their interest. 

Likewise, hunters should not be given priority over land use just because they wish to have these horses out of 
their way. 
I support having legitimate rescue organizations thin the herd only by removing for adoption the actual 
trespassing horses (highly differentiated as donkeys, Shetland ponies and horses even wearing halters.) I am 
aware that a court ruled these to be trespass horses, but I strongly disagree (a small minority are dumped horses 
and only they, in my opinion should be labeled the "trespass horses.") A viable plan should be put in place that 
takes into consideration the well being and integrity of your historic Cavalry herd horses over all other needs. If 
the horses absolutely cannot be left alone in their current home, there should be a strict no-kill policy when they 
are removed. The government should do the right thing by training and rehoming these horses as their cavalry 
ancestors should have been. · 
Thank you for accepting my input, I will remain vigilant to the positive outcome which I expect for the Historic 
Cavalry Wild Horse Herd at Fort Polk Army Base. 

Thank you, 
Mary Miller 

 
 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

' 

ELISABETH MCCARTHY <  
Wednesday, August 12,2015 8:37PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Fort Polk Horses 

To Whom It May Concern; 

I have read the documents pertaining to the Notice oflntent to Eliminate Trespass Horses at Fort Polk and the 
fact that a meeting is to take place on the evening of Thursday, August 13, regarding this matter. 

While I do not live in Louisiana, through the power ofF ace book I have become a follower and admirer of wild 
horse and burro herds throughout the country. Sometimes as often as weekly we are informed of plans to 
remove wild horses from the public or private lands where they have flourished. Whether the herd is overseen 
by the BLM, the USFWS, the USFS or other entities, the plans to gather the horses always seem to have a 
disturbing common element of finality. The horses may have be around for a century but all of a sudden they 
are causing too much damage or the herds are getting too large or they pose a danger to humans. I have learned 
to read between the lines and have found that rarely are any of these accusations the real reason. 

I am writing in the hope that those who feel that the horses are a danger to people (more a danger to ourselves 
and each other than any wildlife could ever be) will try to find a humane way to deal with this. Let's use our 
brains and our humanity to address the concerns. My understanding is that these horses are ancestors of 
Cavalry horses at Fort Polk. Are you at war with these horses? It would seem to be a betrayal of an animal that 
has served us throughout history in every imaginable capacity including war. 

Is it the right thing to do to round them up and remove them without giving some thought to how to do so 
humanely? Can we use our brains and our humanity to deal with the situation? To go forward without a plan to 
ethically address what will happen to these horses after capture is indecent as they will most assuredly be sold 
to kill buyers and end up being slaughtered. Are you in such a hurry to get rid of the horses after all these years 
that you must act in haste and without compassion? 

Advocates have suggested fencing the horses off until a sanctuary can be found or safe adoptions can be 
arranged. Will you be brave enough to stand up to whatever forces are pushing for a hasty and likely tragic end 
for these horses? Please do the right thing. Let us all be able to sleep at night knowing that we have been good 
stewards to the creatures with whom we have shared the earth. Let us give these horses the respect they deserve 
and a story that ends in triumph rather than tragedy for all concerned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Elisabeth McCarthy 
 

 
 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Wednesday, August 12, 2015 6:31 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Polk Horses 

IZ;> 

I urge you to use the full weight of your considerations to support the continued safety and rights of the historic 
Cavalry horse descendants. I am especially disgusted over Hunter's privileges on our government lands 
(especially as an arrow was witnessed in aFt Polk horse's neck August 11th.) 

I voice my concem to the US Army and Department of Defense how easily any of these historic wild horses 
could end up in the slaughter pipeline to Mexico if removed from the only land and life they have known. I 
support the offer of legitimate rescues only to step up to thin the herd by removing for adoption the trespass 
horses (highly differentiated as donkey, Shetland ponies and horses even wearing halters.) 

I also support freeze-branding the historic wild horse herd. I question any stand of wild horses impacting the 
environment of an Army base that drives 30-60 ton tanks. A viable plan should be put in place that takes into 
consideration the well being and integrity of your historic Cavalry herd horses over all other needs. 

Humans have so far to go before they can claim to be intelligent; but we will never be able to claim any virtue 
whatsoever if we cannot protect the least helpless among us. Children, animals, they are all innocent and 
continue to be violated by those with no consciences or character; and those of us who care, must all work 
together to bring to task any who would put their own interests and profit before the lives of these helpless 
creatures. 

I will remain vigilant to the positive outcome which I expect for the Historic Cavalry Wild Horse Herd at Fort 
Polk Army Base. And yes, I am aware that a court ruled these to be trespass horses, but I strongly disagree; 
though a small minority are dumped horses they are all in peril when faced with the artillery of bureaucratic 
indifference. 

Sincerely, 
Kimme C. Weinberg 

 

1 



Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Monday, August 17, 2015 9:00AM 
Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 
FW: Calvary Horse descendants 

Please file in the Administrative Record 

Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 

Original Message-----
From: Larissa Seward [ mailto  
Sent: Thursday, August 13,2015 8:28AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Calvary Horse descendants 

Good morning, 

This email is being sent to suppmt the Calvary horse descendants located on the Fort Polk, LA grounds. These 
horses should be considered a national treasure of sorts. The Calvary horses played such a huge role in our 
history as Americans. These descendants are what is left of the war hero's that were never recognized. I can 
certainly understand the problem of the horses becoming a lot to handle. I raise horses and work a full time job 
so I understand the challenges of caring for horses and as a government employee I completely understand the 
issues with funding. Perhaps some of the horses could be adopted out, or a fund raiser could be set up to 
support them. I for one only came across this story recently and I consider myself pretty well versed in the 
equine world, yet I had no clue that these horses existed. I may not have the whole story, as that happens often 
times in this world. But please do not euthanize these animals. I hold several degrees and one just happens to be 
in equine science. These animals are beneficial in some way. Maybe a program to help veterans with PTSD or 
veterans with disabilities. Working with a horse has many proven health and psychological benefits. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my email. 

I am always available to talk if you feel like I may be of assistance. 

Warmest regards, 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Joan I han <  
Thursday, August 13,2015 7:12AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Historic Cavalry Horse Herd in Fort Polk, LA 

These veteran horses should stay put on their 50,000 acres. This has been THEIR home, the home of their 
ancestors and they deserve to live their lives in this area. 

wife ofWWII, Korea, Vietnam Vet, 
Joan C. Ihan 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

I note. 

KATHRYN S BLOOMFIELD  
Thursday, August 13, 2015 8:07AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Ft Polk so called trespass horses 

"Fort Polk is home to a large population of horses, descendants from ~rnn:tiTd World War II s_avalry horses. 
Under a federal court ruling, the horses are not "wild" under law. They were dete~respass 
livestock" and are not entitled to protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971." 

These are descendants of war veterans. I would rather see this horses used to help war veterans. Surely, with 
all the wounded warriors our nation has, and our commitment to all our soldiers and their surviving families, 
there is a program, and if not, create one, that joins the forces of man and horse. 

Kate 
From my iPhone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Carol Me  
Thursday, August 13,2015 7:15AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Historic Cavalry Horse Herd in Fort Polk 

1)_7 

I am disturbed to hear that the US Army Base and Department of Defense classified the beautiful "Historic 
~.a~alry.Jlm:se..H!ml" on Fort Polk, LA 50,000 acres of land as "trespass horses". 

These horses are descendents from WWII mounts that served our country, and they deserve better than that. 
They should be allowed to stay on the land. If need be, there are rescues to help with herd management 
considerations. 

As a supporter of all who served our beautiful America, I respectfully ask you please do not put these horses in 
the way of slaughter. 

Thank you, 
Carol McWhirr 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

linda Lajavic  
Thursday, August 13, 2015 7:02AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Horses 

I support the continued safety and rights of the historic Cavalry horse descendants, and express my concern of 
displeasure of Hunter's privileges on our government lands (especially as an arrow was witnessed in aFt Polk 
horse's neck August lith.) I voice my concern to the US Army and Department of Defense how easily any of 
these historic wild horses could end up in the slaughter pipeline to Mexico if removed from the only land and 
life they have known. I support the offer of legitimate rescues only to step up to thin the herd by removing for 
adoption the trespass horses (highly differentiated as donkey, Shetland ponies and horses even wearing halters.) 
I also support freeze-branding the historic wild horse herd. I question any stand of wild horses impacting the 
environment of an Army base that drives 30-60 ton tanks. A viable plan should be put in place that takes into 
consideration the well being and integrity of your historic Cavalry herd horses over all other needs. Thank you 
for accepting my input, I will remain vigilant to the positive outcome which I expect for the Historic Cavalry 
Wild Horse Herd at Fort Polk Army Base. And yes, I am aware that a court ruled these to be trespass horses, but 
I strongly disagree (a small minority are dumped horses and only they, in my opinion should be labeled the 
"trespass horses." 
Linda Lajavic 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Joe and Steph Vize  
Thursday, August 13, 2015 2:44AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Horses 

Please work with the public and land management to come up with a reasonable plan to preserve the living 
legacy of these horses, who are spdescendants of the cavalry1 stock. Thank you. 

. ' 

Stephanie Vize 
 

Sent from my iPad 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Diane Camburn  
Thursday, August 13,2015 5:13AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Cavalry Horse descendants- Protect the herd! 

I support the continued safety and rights of the historic Cavalry horse descendants, and express my concern of 
displeasure of Hunter's privileges on our government lands (especially as an arrow was witnessed in aFt Polk 
horse's neck August lith.) I voice my concern to the US Army and Department of Defense how easily any of 
these historic wild horses could end up in the slaughter pipeline to Mexico if removed from the only land and 
life they have known. I support the offer of legitimate rescues only to step up to thin the herd by removing for 
adoption the trespass horses (highly differentiated as donkey, Shetland ponies and horses even wearing halters.) 
I also support freeze-branding the historic wild horse herd. I question any stand of wild horses impacting the 
environment of an Army base that drives 30-60 ton tanlcs. A viable plan should be put in place that takes into 
consideration the well being and integrity of your historic Cavalry herd horses over all other needs. Thank you 
for accepting my input, I will remain vigilant to the positive outcome which I expect for the Historic Cavalry 
Wild Horse Herd at Fort Polk Army Base. And yes, I am aware that a court ruled these to be trespass horses, but 
I strongly disagree (a small minority are dumped horses and only they, in my opinion should be labeled the 
"trespass horses." 

• Fort Polk US Army Base in Leesville Louisiana is home to a large population of historic wild horses, 
descendants from of World War II cavalry horses. 
• Horses are estimated to be 500-700 with over 100,000 acres of woods and grassland as their home. They have 
successfully self maintained their herd for well over 75 years. 
• Some complaints appear to stem from local Hunters who pay to lease the use of our government lands and 
consider the horses to be a nuisance. 
• As recently as June 2015local tourism boards were referencing the local color of Fort Polk's Wild Horses. 
• US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana has determined the horses to be "trespass livestock" and 
therefore are not entitled to protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 
• Five known Kill Buyers have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter and proof exists 
that they have done this in the past. 
• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico. 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

MARIANNE MYERS  
Thursday, August 13, 201510:32AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Horses 

I think the continued safety of the cavalry horse descendants on our Government lands is of great concern to me 
and a lot of other people. The estimated number of 500-700 horses on over I 00,000 acres of grassland and 
woods have been self maintaining their herd for many years. 
The complaints from hunters who lease the Government land calling them a nuisance is just plain crap.Ifthey 
can not tell the difference between a horse and the animals they can hunt they shouldn't be allowed to carry a 
gun or hunt, and really in over I 00,000 acres how often are they coming across horses . Or the Government 
should stop leasing the land. 
I am aware that the US District Comi has ruled the horses to be trespass livestock ,I disagree ,only the horses 
that were dumped or let loose to run with the herd should be labeled as trespassers. Many rescues are willing to 
take those horses many who are tame and adopt them out . 
If these horses are not protected and auctioned off they will end up going to slaughter houses in Mexico. Google 
Mexico horse slaughter and its not pretty, these horses deserve a second chance to live a natural and free life 
where they are at. 

Thank You 
Marianne Myers 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Jan Milich > 
Thursday, August 13,2015 9:14AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Cavalry horses descendants 

To Whom It May Concern: 

These horses are the descendants of the US Army Cavalry horses and are their legacy. Once they are gone, 
that's it. Over 6 million horses are estimated to have died in our wars. In WWI, statistics show that 5 horses 
died for every military death. 

The public would be appalled if unwanted dogs were slaughtered, processed, and sold to countries where dog 
meat is considered a delicacy. Why Is this practice allowed for horses? 

We should show more respect for the one animal that helped to build this nation, went to war with us, provide 
therapeutic benefits for special needs children, are iconic representatives of the West, and provide millions of 
hours of pleasure and companionship for humans. The horse has been the subject of human art since Cro
Magnon people painted them in caves---more than any other animal, which illustrates the deep connection 
humans feel for horses. 

The Army should capitalize on this rich history of the Cavalry and utilize these horses as ambassadors. There 
are plenty of civilians who will help support your efforts to maintain these worthy creatures. 

• Fort Polk US Army Base in Leesville Louisiana is home to a large population of historic wild horses, 
descendants from of World War II cavalry horses. 
• Horses are estimated to be 500-700 with over 100,000 acres of woods and grassland as their home. They have 
successfully self-maintained their herd for well over 75 years. 
• Some complaints appear to stem from local Hunters who pay to lease the use of our government lands and 
consider the horses to be a nuisance. 
• As recently as June 2015 local tourism boards were referencing the local color of Fort Polk's Wild Horses. 
• US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana has determined the horses to be "trespass livestock" and 
therefore are not entitled to.protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 
• Five known Kill Buyers have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter and proof exists 
that they have done this in the past. 
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• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico. 

My late brother served in the 7th Cavalry in Vietnam. 

Respectfully, 

Janice E. Milich 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

ramboraylem  
Thursday, August 13,2015 9:14AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Do not dispose of the cavalry horses 

/)) 

Please do not get rid of the cavalry horses. Why can't you find a way to still operate around them? Find a way to 
manage them? I don't care if the wild horses & burro act dost accept them, our people & this country cars about 
them. They are not trespass, they are legends. Find away to adopt them or out something please. 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Erin Hebert  
Thursday, August 13,201510:05 AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Please Save the Cavalry Horse Descendants from Slaughter! 

I support the continued safety and rights of the historic Cavalry horse descendants, and express my concern of 
displeasure of Hunter's privileges on our government lands (especially as an arrow was witnessed in aFt Polk 
horse's neck August lith.) I voice my concern to the US Army and Department of Defense how easily any of 
these historic wild horses could end up in the slaughter pipeline to Mexico if removed from the only land and 
life they have known. I support the offer of legitimate rescues only to step up to thin the herd by removing for 
adoption the trespass horses (highly differentiated as donkey, Shetland ponies and horses even wearing halters.) 
I also support freeze-branding the historic wild horse herd. I question any stand of wild horses impacting the 
environment of an Army base that drives 30-60 ton tanks. A viable plan should be put in place that takes into 
consideration the well being and integrity of your historic Cavalry herd horses over all other needs. Thank you 
for accepting my input, I will remain vigilant to the positive outcome which I expect for the Historic Cavalry 
Wild Horse Herd at Fort Polk Army Base. And yes, I am aware that a court ruled these to be trespass horses, but 
I strongly disagree (a small minority are dumped horses and only they, in my opinion should be labeled the 
"trespass horses., 

Erin T. Hebert 
Attorney at Law 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Criner Stephanie  
Thursday, August 13,2015 9:04AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Horses 

Please save the horses. They are a part of history and are some of the only living descendents of the cavalry 
horses. They should be protected! 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Eadith Smith  
Thursday, August 13, 2015 1:52 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 

From the way I under it these are WWll Calvary horses that were turned loose or got loose. So how can they 
be trespass horses? You have 50,000 acres with about 500 horses? Have you counted them to be sure? A study 
should be done to find out the exact number of horses. Then working with the wild horse rescue groups that 
have offered to help come up with a plan to control herd size. This can be done by giving mares fertility drugs, 
male horses can be gelded, and if necessary bait trap to remove some of them. If the horses are rounded up and 
sold at auction, they will end up in Mexico for slaughter. 

Do not use helicopters to trap these horses it has been proven to be very costly, a waste of my tax dollars. Bait 
· trapping has worked out west for removing over stock wild horses. 

Usually when wild horses are being removed from where they have lived for years, there is a cattleman or 
sheep man who wants to use this area for his private benefit. If this is true I am against putting cattle or sheep on 
federal or state funded lands. 

Thank you for reading my e-mail. Eadith Smith 

Sent from Windows Mail 

1 





Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Karen Van Allen <  
Thursday, August 13, 2015 9:03AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
URGENT: Fort Polk LA Horses 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Once again, a decision is being made to simply "dispose" of our nation's heritage - be it wild Mustangs in the 
West, Horses on Corolla Island in the East, or the historic Cavalry herd descendants in the South- these horses 
all face the possibility of a cruel and certain death at the hands of Mexican slaughter horses. Where they are 
unloaded scared, hungry, broken and immediately, savagely killed. 

I support the continued safety and rights of the historic Cavalry horse descendants, and express my concern of 
displeasure of Hunter's privileges on our government lands (especially as an arrow was witnessed in aFt Polk 
horse's neck August II th.) I voice my concern to the US Army and Department of Defense how easily any of 
these historic wild horses could end up in the slaughter pipeline to Mexico if removed from the only land and 
life they have known. I support the offer of legitimate rescues only to step up to thin the herd by removing for 
adoption the trespass horses (highly differentiated as donkey, Shetland ponies and horses even wearing halters.) 
I also support freeze-branding the historic wild horse herd. I question any stand of wild horses impacting the 
environment of an Army base that drives 30-60 ton tanks. A viable plan should be put in place that takes into 
consideration the well being and integrity of your historic Cavalry herd horses over all other needs. 

Thank you for accepting my input, I will remain vigilant to the positive outcome which I expect for the Historic 
Cavalry Wild Horse Herd at Fort Polk Army Base. And yes, I am aware that a court ruled these to be trespass 
horses, but I strongly disagree (a small minority are dumped horses and only they, in my opinion should be 
labeled the "trespass horses." · 

• Fort Polk US Army Base in Leesville Louisiana is home to a large population of historic wild horses, 
descendants from of World War II cavalry horses. 

• Horses are estimated to be 500-700 with over I 00,000 acres of woods and grassland as their horne. They have 
successfully self maintained their herd for well over 75 years. 

• Some complaints appear to stern from local Hunters who pay to lease the use of our government lands and 
consider the horses to be a nuisance. 

• As recently as June 2015 local tourism boards were referencing the local color of Fort Polk's Wild Horses. 

• US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana has determined the horses to be "trespass livestock" and 
therefore are not entitled to protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
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}31 
• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 

• Five known Kill Buyers have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter and proof exists 
that they have done this in the past. 

• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico. 

• Friends of Animals organization believes the Cavalry-descended Wild Horses should remain on this land and 
that Hunter's rights on American Government owned land should be discounted. 

• The Humane Society of North Texas is discussing a proposal to remove trespass horses, who are often tame 
(with some even wearing halters) to receive vaccinations, gelding, and adoption. 

• This will allow a reduction in the herd size and retain its historic status. 

• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 

• We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendents, especially over the rights of Hunter's privileges. 

• We share our concern with the US Government that these horses will end up in the hands of kill buyers who 
ship it to slaughter in Mexico. 

Please give kind consideration to our individual CITIZEN requests and save this historic herd. 

Karen VanAllen 
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"My treasures do not chink or glitter; they gleam in the sun and neigh in the night." 

/> 
! ! !! 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Theresa Hentges  
Thursday, August 13, 2015 1:12PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
horse round up 

PLEASE halt the plans to round up these historic WWII war horse descendents. They are wild and deserve to 
stay wild and protected unharrassed and definitely not rounded up and removed. The Amercian public by a 
whopping 90+% want our wild horses and burros protected and left alone in the wild to be free from round ups 
and PZP and any other sterilization process. 
If ranchers and big money companies are the reasons these animals are being rounded up that is a travesty in 
itself that money drives this. Public doesn't want to let ranchers or big companies ruin our public lands and 
national forests. We don't want people making money off our taxpayers dollars nor do we want our taxpayers 
money paying for helicopters and round ups. These horses deserve to be left alone and protected as well as 
given TOP priority to the public and national lands and the lands they roam on. Cattle need to be removed not 
increased. This war against our wild horses and burros must stop now before they are all gone and we realize 
that they are a HUGE part of keeping our ecosystem in balance. They eat the grasses that helps against fires. 
They spread seeds in their manure reseeding the land they travel on. Unlike cattle their urine doesn't kill trees 
and they do not eat by pulling roots and all when they graze like cattle. They eat the tops. Horses roam to 
different areas for different things for protection, water, food, ect where as cattle stay in same place. 
Please I urge you to stop and do a full assessment of the what this removal will cause to our enviroment, eco 
system, welfare of our ranges, welfare of the horses. Standing in a pen is not free. Slaughter is NOT an option 
as again the american public does not want them to end up on a slaughter truck nor in a holding pen for the rest 
of their lives. 
LEave them free and work with good horse advocates like Anne Novak to come up with sound, good, ways to 
manage on the range. 
It is well known that horses are harem animals. They breed to selective mares to have genetically sound foals 
that will keep their herds healthy as well as at a number for survival this is what they do. By rounding up and 
dispersing their families it makes those left reproduce more to get to a safe herd number. Let nature manage the 
herds reproduction by leaving them alone. Mother nature does a great job when left alone to do it. No pzp, no 
round ups, no sterilizations of any kind. Simply left alone and protected. 
Australia realized just how important the wild horses are and has started to reintroduce back to the wild. Lets 
not be trying to drive ours to extinction. Further note, these are wild not feral horses unless you can DNA proof 
each one. Feral would be a horse that you can prove belonged to someone and was let go to which that person 
should be held accountable. These animals are not feral they are wild and born wild. 

Theresa 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Carole MJ  
Thursday, August 13, 2015 1:35 PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Horses 

Please take into consideration the humane treatment of these horses. What will become of them? They will most 
likely go to auction, sold to kill buyers and transported to Mexico or Canada to be slaughtered! 

"Officials say horses pose a danger and a nuisance to troops, who are at risk of being kicked, bitten or 
unpleasantly surprised by random piles of manure." 

Citizens know BS when they read it. A soldier in training is quite capable of staying clear of horse's mouths, 
feet and their manure! 

The descendants of World War II cavalry horses deserve better. 

Carole Moynihan-Johnson 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Wendy Thomson Flamand  
Thursday, August 13, 2015 11:34 AM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Ft Polk Cavalry Horses Comments per request 

/~() 

I support the continued safety and rights of the historic Cavalry horse descendants. I voice my concern to the 
US Army and Department of Defense how easily any of these historic wild horses could end up in the slaughter 
pipeline to Mexico if removed from the only land and life they have known. I support Humane Society ofNorth 
Texas' offer to organize legitimate rescues to step. up to thin the herd by removing for adoption the trespass 
horses (highly differentiated as donkey, Shetland ponies and horses even wearing halters.) 

I also support freeze-branding the historic wild horse herd. I question any stand of wild horses impacting the 
environment of an Army base that drives 30-60 ton tanks. A viable plan should be put in place that takes into 
consideration the well being and integrity of your historic Cavalry herd horses over all other needs. Thank you 
for accepting my input, I will remain vigilant to the positive outcome which I expect for the Historic Cavahy 
Wild Horse Herd at Fort Polk Army Base. And yes, I am aware that a court ruled these to be trespass horses, but 
I strongly disagree (a small minority are dumped horses and only they, in my opinion should be labeled the 
"trespass horses." 

On August 11th Angela Carmouche spoke with Mr. Myers voicing our concerns and giving him the names of 
five known Kill Buyers who have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter (proof exists 
that they have done this in the past.) Many local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the 
historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter 
in Mexico. 

I share my extreme concern with the US Government that these horses will end up in the hands of kill buyers 
who ship it to slaughter in Mexico. Sincerely, Wendy Thomson Flamand 

Our Action Plan to be part of the solution: 
• The Humane Society of North Tex11s is attending yom Public Hearing to discuss assisting with removal of true 
dumped or trespass horses, who are often tame(with some even wearing halters) to receive vaccinations, 
gelding, and adoption. 
• This will allow a reduction in the herd size and retain its historic status. 
• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 
• We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendants. 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

 
Thursday, August 13, 2015 1:09PM 
USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 

 
horses 

The horses are probably from the calvary horses with a few others mixed in over the years. I say leave them 
alone. If they mainly stay in the woods put a fence there if you need to keep them out of the base area , put a 
fence there. If there are 1000's of acres there should be a way to manage this. There should be room for hunters 
and everyone. Be creative. 

Thank You 

JaneNims 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

ar 

Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Friday, September04, 201512:30 PM 
Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 
FW: Trespass Horses are DANGEROUS and Lives Endangered 

Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 

-----Original Message-----
From: Louise Thaxton [mailto  
Sent: Thursday, September 03,2015 7:07AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Cc: Louise Thaxton 
Subject: Trespass Horses are DANGEROUS and Lives Endangered 

Jt/ d-o 

I have lived in the Peason community for 32 years and these horses are a nuisance and a really harm to the 
residents of this community. There are very few of the residents of this community who have not narrowly 
escaped physical harm when horses have caused vehicular accidents. 

The horses need to leave- and it doesn't matter to me - or my family - how they go. 

Louise Thaxton 
Area Manager 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

Confidentiality Notice: The information contained in and transmitted with this communication is strictly 
confidential, is intended only for the use of the intended recipient, and is the propetty of Fairway Independent 
Mortgage Corporation NMLS #2289 or its affiliates and subsidiaries. If you are not the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that any use of the information contained in or transmitted with the communication or 
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by law. If you have received 
this communication in error, please immediately return this communication to the sender and delete the original 
message and any copy of it in your possession. 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 

From: 
Sent: 

USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Friday, September04, 201512:31 PM 

To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US) 
Subject: FW: Public Endangerment and Hazard to Community by Trespass Horses-

ar 

Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 

-----Original Message-----
From: Louise Thaxton [mailto  
Sent: Thursday, September 03,2015 7:12AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Cc: Louise Thaxton 
Subject: Public Endangerment and Hazard to Community by Trespass Horses -

These horses are going to be responsible for the death of someone - it is a just a matter of time. People have 
lost property - it is only a matter oftime before people lose their lives. Over some horses that someone claims 
are "heritage horses". 

WHO CARES? I don't care if they are waving a flag and descendent from General McArthur. I don't care 
when my children and grandchildren drive these roads and these horses could be responsible for their death or 
disability. 

They need to GO. 

Louise Thaxton 
Area Manager 
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Confidentiality Notice: The information contained in and transmitted with this communication is strictly 
confidential, is intended only for the use of the intended recipient, and is the property of Fairway Independent 
Mortgage Corporation NMLS #2289 or its affiliates and subsidiaries. If you are not the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that any use of the information contained in or transmitted with the communication or 
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by law. If you have received 
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Fort Polk, Louisiana                                                                                        D-9                                                                  January 2016 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2015 4:58 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Cc: Darr, Troy D CIV USARMY USAG (US)
Subject: FW: Trespass Horses

Allison, please file in the AR  
 
Troy moved to the folder 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Amanda [mailto   
Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2015 3:24 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Trespass Horses 
 
 
To whom it may concern 
I firmly believe that these "Trespass Horses" should be left alone. When we lived on Ft. Polk it was a treat to 
get to see them roaming around. I am not sure how these animals are not considered wild horses I believe they 
should fall under the wild horse protection act. Leave the horses to be free.  
Amanda Cooke  
And Family 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2015 4:43 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Cc: Darr, Troy D CIV USARMY USAG (US)
Subject: FW: Wild horses

 
Allison Please put this one in the admin record 
 
Troy, moved to the "sent to AR holder" folder 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: crawfishmom101 [mailto:   
Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2015 5:59 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Wild horses 
 
 
These horses are not harmful to anyone!  An armadillo will do much worse damage to any property than a 
horse!   They are so beautiful to look at and to watch.  They don't have to do anything but be in sight and they 
bring a smile to anyone.  It's amazing how they keep them selves in such good health on their own.  They are 
not hurting anyone.  And trust me,  they are wild!  If you don't think so,  well lets go catch one and set YOU on 
it.  Then let's have the talk of them not being wild.  
 
I VOTE TO LEAVE THEM ALONE 
 
 
Sent via the Samsung Galaxy Note® 4, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2015 5:02 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Cc: Darr, Troy D CIV USARMY USAG (US)
Subject: FW: Leave the horse

Allison please file in the AR 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Jake Merriman [mailto:   
Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2015 3:01 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Leave the horse 
 
When has the horses ever caused an accident  I don't see where its a safety issue horses don't attack people. The 
horses on ft Polk and peason  is part of  history u said so yourself some is off spring from war horses as well as 
farm animals from the land that was taken from people  I love to look at the horses as well as hundreds of other 
folks. I don't see where its a safety issue.   I don't see how they r considered trespass horses  after so many years 
they r free range wild horses. And if ya don't think they r wild. Hop on one and ride it.  
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2015 5:01 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Cc: Darr, Troy D CIV USARMY USAG (US)
Subject: FW: Fort Polk horses

Allison please put in AR 
 
Troy I will just copy you --- when I send them to Allison I am moving them to the folder 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: jessicaschweinhart [mail   
Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2015 3:10 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Fort Polk horses 
 
Should be left alone. I have heard of no safety threat by them. I know my husband has come home from the box 
and talked about how seeing them lifted spirits. Its awesome to see them.  
 
 
 
Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S® 6, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2015 4:30 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Cc: Darr, Troy D CIV USARMY USAG (US)
Subject: FW: 

Allison Please put this one in the admin record 
 
Troy, moved to the "sent to AR holder" folder 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Ashley [mailto   
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2015 11:50 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject:  
 
I have been a registered nurse for 6 years. I believe this makes me an expert of sorts on health and safety. 
Humor me please by reading my reasons on why the army has bigger safety concerns then wild horses. The 
following is all evidenced based. It is objective data. I hope you find it to be interesting and useful. Please feel 
free to contact me for further questions.  
 
1)according to the Louisiana department of wildlife there are 7 different poisonous snakes in Louisiana. I have 
yet to find evidence of any venomous horses. 
2)alligators have 80 razor sharp teeth, used for ripping apart meat. Adult  horses have approx. 36 teeth at a time. 
they are dull and square. Horses are herbivores.  
3)they have been several sites stating that there are abnormal amounts of lead in the fort polk water supply. this 
could lead to development delays and other health problems. there is lack of evidence siting horses for causing 
developmental delays, 4)according the world health organization the animal that cause the most deaths a year is 
the mosquito followed by the snake. horses were not in the top ten list.  
5)Per the CDC, there are over 4.7 million dog bites a year 800,000 of them serious enough to require 
hospitalization 
6)618 people die a year from heat stroke according the the cdc. Horses count for 20 deaths in the US every year 
with the majority of this being centered around race tracks and rodeos.  
7)fire ants, bees, spiders and wild boars account for more deaths a year in the US then horses. 
 
Ashley Laroche RN CEN  
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2015 4:36 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Cc: Darr, Troy D CIV USARMY USAG (US)
Subject: FW: Comments on horses at Fort Polk

Allison Please put this one in the admin record 
 
Troy, moved to the "sent to AR holder" folder 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Barbara [mailto:   
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2015 11:27 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Comments on horses at Fort Polk 
 
Dear Sirs: 
         Horses are not classified as livestock. According to FDA they are domestic animals which means they fall 
under the protections of pets such as dogs and cats. Please do not remove these horses and send them to 
auctions. Kill buyers buy horses at auctions to send them to slaughter in Mexico and Canada. These horses 
suffer terribly. Horses are not dangerous to people and signs, fencing and flashing lights can be put up along 
roads to protect the horses and to warn motorists. 
       Thank you. 
Sincerely, 
Barbara Warner 

  
 
 



 

Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Charlotte Steele [mailto   
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2015 9:51 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: For the horses everywhere regardless if they are a wild herd or not - 
 
For all the horses everywhere regardless if they are wild or not. Americans are not going to take this treatment 
of horses any longer. This is what the American people are doing to save both wild and unwanted horses.  
 
These petitions are very important to all wild horses everywhere to make a change not only in our back yard but 
for other wild horses going forward. there is a herd in Heber that is facing this same fate. so these 3 petitions 
still need to be circulated and signed and shared. Please sign and share - thank you smile  
 
*         These 3 petitions are not only to help the salt river wild horses but to change how all wild horses 
everywhere that are treated this way. I hope everyone sees the bigger picture here with this movement that is 
taking place! What is happening right now here in Phoenix is huge on a grander scale and the outcome could 
potentially change the course for all wild horses everywhere and I pray that it is for the better!  
 
These 3 petitions are for different parts of this battle to save the Salt River Wild Horses. The one petition was 
actually created for us by The Human Society of The United States on behalf of AZ for these horses. The other 
one is a petition that goes directly to FS and the other one is the very first one that was created for AZ for the 
horses. So all 3 need our support not only for beloved Salt River horses but for all wild horses everywhere  
 
 PLEASE LET’S KEEP ALL OF THESE GOING WE CAN’T STOP NOT FOR ONE SECOND THESE 
HORSES NEED ALL OF US REGARDLESS OF WHERE WE LIVE!!! 
 
  
 
This one is from the Human Society of the United States to save the Salt River Wild Horses. Please sign and 
Share 
 
https://secure.humanesociety.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=6999 
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This is a new petition going around that is for the Forestry Service regarding the Salt River Wild Horses. please 
share and sign 
 
http://act.wildhorsepreservation.org/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=21037 
 
  
 
This one is for the Salt River Wild Horses – Please sign and share-  
 
https://www.change.org/p/u-s-national-park-services-tonto-national-forest-stop-the-annihilation-of-the-salt-
river-wild-horses-
savewildhorses?recruiter=334078227&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=s
hare_facebook_responsive&utm_term=des-lg-share_petition-custom_msg&fb_ref=Default 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2015 4:41 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Cc: Darr, Troy D CIV USARMY USAG (US)
Subject: FW: Trespass horses

 
Allison Please put this one in the admin record 
 
Troy, moved to the "sent to AR holder" folder 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Maribeth Lewing [mailto:   
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2015 7:02 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Trespass horses 
 
 
I really do not consider the horses a threat to anyone in the military. These horses are treasures in my opinion. It 
would be tragic and senseless if you try to do away with these beautiful creatures. Please just leave them be and 
let them live out their lives as they have done for many many years .  Thank You Maribeth Lewing Sent from 
my iPad 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2015 1:10 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Cc: Darr, Troy D CIV USARMY USAG (US)
Subject: FW: Fort Polk Horses

For AR - filed 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: MARLENE NASH [mailto   
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2015 5:29 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Fort Polk Horses 
 
Are there copies of environmental studies done to show the impact of the horses on the installation and the 
number of accidents that are wild horse related in the area? 
  
What plans have been proposed to relocate the horses?  Has slaughter been proposed? 
  
Has anyone proposed that they be turned into to the property book as “found on post” and them placed up for 
sale in a disposal ? 
  
Looks like to me that they belong to the Army now and should be humanely provided for on post or found 
appropriate homes. 
 
Marlene Nash 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2015 4:39 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Cc: Darr, Troy D CIV USARMY USAG (US)
Subject: FW: FORT POLK HORSES

Allison Please put this one in the admin record 
 
Troy, moved to the "sent to AR holder" folder 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Olivia Lyall [mai   
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2015 9:35 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: FORT POLK HORSES 
 
You really  shouldn't sell these horses, these horses are apart of history and play a key role in the publics eye, it 
shows that even though  their great ancestors did so many great things for us and our country that were willing 
to allow them to be free and a safe sanctuary for them to be free and happy and not penned up. Theses horses 
are most likely wild and the worst thing you can do to a wild horse is sell them to where they'll be used for meat 
in different countries, is that how you people want to honor our fallen soldiers from many years ago? Those 
horses were our soldiers too. They may now just be ancestors, but we give the public war ancestors respect, we 
should give the horses respect as well and let them be free and happy 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Shawna [mailto:   
Sent: Saturday, August 08, 2015 10:11 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Horses 
 
 Why don't you round them up and put them up for adoption or  sell them ? I might be able to keep a few until 
they find a forever home..  



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2015 1:20 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Horses

For AR 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From:   
Sent: Saturday, August 08, 2015 9:12 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Horses 
 
I would suggest rounding them up and giving them away or adopting them out.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2015 1:28 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Horses around Ft. Polk

For AR 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Cassondra Filasek [mailto:   
Sent: Saturday, August 08, 2015 7:53 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Cc:  
Subject: Horses around Ft. Polk 
 
Hi, my name is Michael Filasek. I would like to voice my concern for public safety on the roadways around Ft. 
Polk. I'm not a resident of Vernon parish, but I am a member of a hunting lease that borders Ft. Polk along 
Hwy. 463. My lease is located on the eastern side of the highway directly across from Ft. Polk in the "Cooter's 
Bogs" area. Even I have had a few close calls before daylight and after dark in that area on the highway from 
not being able to see the horses in the road while driving. Even traveling well under the speed limit the horses 
seem to appear out of nowhere while blending in with the darkness. On the Hwy.463 pavement you can see the 
tire marks all around the Ft. Polk area that are from vehicles trying to stop and avoid an accident from the 
horses. I hunt approximately 400yds from the road and while in my deer stand, I regularly hear horns blowing 
and tires screeching from locking up brakes. These horses could cause serious injury or death to individuals 
who aren't aware or even to us that know about them. At the least there needs to be warning signs posted in 
these "hotspot" areas to bring forth awareness to the public. I regularly see these horses, sometimes in very large 
groups, on the pipeline that runs through my lease. When they leave out through the woods towards the 
highway it doesn't take long until you hear all the trouble that they cause. I hope I never witness the sound of a 
crashing car that is dodging one. This is a very serious problem and I am glad to see some attention being 
brought to it.  
Thanks, Michael Filasek 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2015 1:28 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Horses around Ft. Polk

For AR 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Cassondra Filasek [mailto   
Sent: Saturday, August 08, 2015 7:53 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Cc: michael.filasek@cleco.com 
Subject: Horses around Ft. Polk 
 
Hi, my name is Michael Filasek. I would like to voice my concern for public safety on the roadways around Ft. 
Polk. I'm not a resident of Vernon parish, but I am a member of a hunting lease that borders Ft. Polk along 
Hwy. 463. My lease is located on the eastern side of the highway directly across from Ft. Polk in the "Cooter's 
Bogs" area. Even I have had a few close calls before daylight and after dark in that area on the highway from 
not being able to see the horses in the road while driving. Even traveling well under the speed limit the horses 
seem to appear out of nowhere while blending in with the darkness. On the Hwy.463 pavement you can see the 
tire marks all around the Ft. Polk area that are from vehicles trying to stop and avoid an accident from the 
horses. I hunt approximately 400yds from the road and while in my deer stand, I regularly hear horns blowing 
and tires screeching from locking up brakes. These horses could cause serious injury or death to individuals 
who aren't aware or even to us that know about them. At the least there needs to be warning signs posted in 
these "hotspot" areas to bring forth awareness to the public. I regularly see these horses, sometimes in very large 
groups, on the pipeline that runs through my lease. When they leave out through the woods towards the 
highway it doesn't take long until you hear all the trouble that they cause. I hope I never witness the sound of a 
crashing car that is dodging one. This is a very serious problem and I am glad to see some attention being 
brought to it.  
Thanks, Michael Filasek 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2015 1:24 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Horses

Please file in AR 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: kathy [mailto:   
Sent: Saturday, August 08, 2015 2:48 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Horses 
 
Please, whatever is done about the horses don’t send them to slaughter. Please try to give them the best life 
possible. 
 
  
 
Sent from Mail <http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986>  for Windows 10 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2015 3:06 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Fort Polk horses

Please file in AR 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Heather Shryock [mailto:   
Sent: Sunday, August 09, 2015 9:50 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Fort Polk horses 
 
 
I am writing to voice my concern/opinion concerning the Fort Polk horses.  These horses are descendants of 
America's history.      These horses deserve protection.  They are a  symbol of what America is.   
 
I am requesting that you provide protection and sanctuary to these horses.   
 
Sincerely, 
Heather Vick-Shryock  
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2015 4:08 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Wild Horses of Peason Ridge

Please file in AR 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From:   
Sent: Sunday, August 09, 2015 9:53 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Cc:  
Subject: Wild Horses of Peason Ridge 
 
  
 
Karmon Y. Burt-Broadway 
 

 

     
 
                                                                                                         Sunday, August 9, 2015 
 
  
 
Dear Sirs,  
 
I am writing on behalf of the wild horses that currently roam free within the boundaries of Peason Ridge and 
Fort Polk.  I am in no way affiliated with any branch of our armed forces.  I simply have an avid interest and 
respect in the history of The United States of America.  What a fine nation we live in.  However, it has come to 
my attention and dismay the military has decided to “do away with” the wild horses of Peason Ridge and Fort 
Polk.   
 
Ancestors of these majestic horses served our country in 1818 and their offspring has remained in the area long 
before Peason Ridge and Fort Polk were established.  The current resident horses are descendents of horses used 
in military maneuvers.  The soldiers who went to battle on horses took great care of their trusted steeds and in 
return these horses played a major role in serving our country.  These resident horses have survived and thrived; 
untamed on their own.  They have not been medically treated, fed, or otherwise cared for by army personnel.  
Yet, the military feels these horses should be exterminated. Are the horses that much of a nuisance? 
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I recently participated in the Peason Ridge Heritage Tour.  Our tour group was welcomed by Commanding 
General McGuire.  It was promoted by fellow guides, that along with mock villages, bombing ranges, and 
airplane runways, we would witness ‘the wild horses.’  To me, a civilian, it was an honor to gaze upon the quiet 
splendor, the graceful magnificence these horses displayed on the very grounds where our current soldiers train 
to insure our country’s integrity.   
 
We salute our flag.  We recognize the bald eagle as our national bird.  These are outstanding symbols of pride 
and majesty.  I have seen bald eagles. I have seen the wild horses of Peason Ridge.  These horses should be 
protected as symbols of peace and fortitude as they grace the landscape of the training grounds of those who 
serve our country. 
 
  
 
With all due respect, I remain.   Sincerely,   Karmon Y. Burt-Broadway 
 
________________________________ 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2015 4:31 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Horses

Please file in AR 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: carolwatkins1950 [mailto:   
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2015 10:45 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Horses 
 
I do not like that our military uses animals then discards them or leaves them in country. It would be more 
appropriate to find a new home for these animals now that they are useless to you. They should be considered 
veterans just like people and allowed to live out their lives. Military animals should have been fixed before use. 
The ASPCA should be able to rehome them. How many horses are there? Give them a reservation to live on 
and feed them. You used them. They have been and remain your responsibility. Try to do the right thing by 
honoring them. They deserve it. 
 
 
Sent via the Samsung Galaxy Mega™, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2015 4:14 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: wild horses

Please file in AR 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: D. Hall [mailto:   
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2015 8:14 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: wild horses 
 
Please leave the wild horses alone. They are American icons and deserve to be free & wild. What is the country 
coming to when we cannot let the horses roam on public lands and just be horses. What on earth is wrong with 
that. I submit nothing is wrong with it and there is absolutely no good reason to bother them at all. PLEASE let 
them be 
 
  
 
Best regards 
 
Deborah Hall 
 
Avid horse lover 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2015 4:12 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Occupying horses at Fort Polk

Please file in the AR 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From:
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2015 7:22 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Occupying horses at Fort Polk 
 
To whom it may concern, 
Where does the UNITED STATES ARMY get the right to destroy or eliminate these lovely creatures- who 
pose no threat- it is to my understanding the creatures are descendants of Calvary horses from previous war 
conflicts this nation was involved with, you ought to be honored to have those creatures there- that noble animal 
has provided transportation, plowed the earth, accompanied man in the darkest hours of war and carried on its 
back ordinary men and 5 STAR GENERALS!!! A creature who has earned its place to be highly respected. 
Surely these creatures have the right to be given sanctuary at Fort Polk- if the major concern is for human injury 
while they are operating a motor vehicle-THEN SLOW DOWN AND BE CAREFUL-COMMON SENSE 
DRIVING -THATS NOT A HORSE PROBLEM THATS A HUMAN PROBLEM!-only you wish to blame the 
horse for human error and carelessness.  If you must remove them then make sure who is taking possession will 
care for these animals for the rest of their days and not HANDED OVER TO KILL BUYERS WHO WILL 
SEND THESE NOBLE ANIMALS TO A HORRIFIC SLAUGHTER DEATH.  Think about what the ARMY 
OWES TO THESE CREATURES AND ITS PAST DESCENDANTS MEMORY FOR THEIR SERVICE 
AND SACRIFICE!! 
 
Thank you 
Kathleen Jordan 

  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2015 4:19 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Horses

Please file for AR 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Paula P [mailto   
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2015 8:34 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Horses 
 
Leave the horses alone and start making the soldiers pick up all the junk they leave out there!  Like the razor 
wire!  I've seen it wrapped around those horses legs - and if the government can't afford to take care of them, 
they should at least make an effort not to hurt them!    
 
Sent from my iPhone 



JRTC and Fort Polk 
Public Affairs Office 
ATTN: Public Response 

RAE NELL DOMINGUES 
 

 

August 10, 2015 

7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg.-4919 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 

Gentlemen : 

I thought this issue had been resolved with your meetings and consultations with 
the Equine Department of the Humane Society of the United States and sterilization of 
the stallions would be performed with the use of ZonaSta-H as approved by the EPA, a 
perfect well-planned solution to overpopulation. 

These horses are part of the culture of Louisiana and you must make an effort to 
work around the problems you presume they cause. The EIA virus has already proved 
in 2011 not to be a problem either. I do not appreciate the apparent effort the military is 
making in lumping the true wild horses of Kisatchie with the ones abandoned by 
irresponsible owners. Prosecute the owners; not the horses. All "owned" horses are 
now required by Louisiana law to be microchipped or tattooed when tested for EIA 
disease; shouldn't be hard to find the owner. 

Rounding them up to be sent to a slaughterhouse in Mexico is NOT the 
responsible, humane answer and not one that makes me very proud of our military. 

Just like any other solution of an overpopulation problem of any species, 
sterilization is the key, and I sincerely hope the powers-that-be are open to and 
welcome alternative solutions to death. 

Thank you for your consideration. 



JRTC and Fort Polk 
Public Affairs Office 
ATTN: Public Response 
7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg.-4919 
Fort Polk, LA 71459 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Charlotte Naff <
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2015 10:56 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Horses  on Fort Polk land

Dear Sir 
These horses have been on this land for many years... They are descendants of WWII ... Your plan to remove 
them is not in their best interest.... As a tax payer living in Dubach La... I am watching this all unfold on the 
social media... Please be advise that the horse slaughter industry is a dirty ,inhumane industry that is 
slaughtering our American Horses ,all in the greedy name of the almighty dollar . There is NO thought given to 
the life of the animal. 
Please know the kill buyers are lined up and chopping at the bit. 
Please know there are advocates and rescues willing to help resolve  your situation with these horses that would 
benefit you and the land. 
Please consider the lives of these horses Respectfully Submitted Charlotte Naff 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Denver 
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2015 7:48 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Trespass Livestock

I am a retired Senior NCO and was stationed at Fort Polk for seven years of my career.  I was a JRTC OC and 
am an avid hunter that hunted/hints on Fort Polk.  I say this to add to the validity of my comments.  Although 
the horses can, at times, be an inconvenience.....are they really posing that much of a "threat" to Soldiers 
training?  I never heard of a training incident that involved injuries to Soldiers and/or damage to Government 
equipment.....although I am sure it has happened, what's the %?  These horses have become part of the Legacy 
of Camp Polk.  I am sure that there would be people willing to purchase some of the horses as to thin the herd.  
In my opinion, management of the population would be, in my opinion, the best avenue of approach in order to 
preserve the legacy. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Denver Williams 
1SG(R), USA 
Combat Vets Life Member (CVMA) 
CVMA National Public Relations Officer 
VFW Life Member 
DAV Life Member 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: laurie jackson 
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2015 12:04 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Don't kill the horses. Please
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: adrianne smith <
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 6:21 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Historic Cavalry Horse Herd

Please let the Historic Cavalry Horse Herd in Fort Polk stay where they are. Please choose  humane options 
when consideration their future.  Also consider working with seasoned horse rescues to assist with herd 
management. 
 
Sincerely, 
Adrianne R. Smith-Bishop 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Allison Davis
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 1:32 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Ft. Polk Horses

Please, I beg, do not round up these historic horses. Statistics prove the majority will end up brutally 
slaughtered in Mexico or Canada. Their only crime was being born. I should hope my military would show 
humanity a spare these beautiful sweet animals. 
Sincerely, 
Allison Davis 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Amy Doohan 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 10:08 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: trespass horses

 Please consider leaving them alone. Can they really be that much trouble? This country should not be so small 
as to displace a herd of horses. A lot of them carry the bloodlines of military horses. If you can't leave them 
alone then find something to do that make them worth keeping. Can they be used for police work, rescue, park 
patrol?  Think, think hard they are counting on you. 
 
Yes, I'm a horse loving American citizen and love our horse history.    
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Hanchey, Amy 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 6:24 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Fort Polk Horses

As a tax paying resident of the great state of Louisiana, with my roots in Beauregard Parish I implore you to 
Protect the Fort Polk Wild Horses. Regardless if some were dumped horses.. these horses are Descendants of 
WWII Cavalry horses and should be seen as Heritage horses!  
 
With all that attempts to destroy the very meaning of America.. please do not let this be another example of the 
destruction of what America means to us. 
 
Home of the FREE and the BRAVE.  
 
There has got to be a way around the removal of these Horses. 700 is too Many to relocate. The Horse Slaughter 
Pipeline to Canada and Mexico is a disgrace. These horses should be branded or marked to identify that they are 
HERITAGE Horses and should remain PROTECTED! 
 
I am confident we can find a better way to deal with this. There are alternatives~ 
 
All alternative options should be investigated. Land Bridges or Blocking them from the roads and training area. 
 
There is over 100, 000 acres. These Horses DO NOT NEED TO BE REMOVED! 
 
  
 
I leave you with this thought.   Fort Polk Horses  are a perfect example! Please don’t throw them out!!!!! 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
Thanks for you time! 
 
  
 
  
 
Amy Hanchey 
Technical Lead Service & Support 
 

  
 
  
 
   



2
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: andrea king 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 10:05 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Wild Horses at Fort Polk

Please listen to my appeal! 
 
I support the continued safety and rights of the historic Cavalry horse descendants, and express my concern of 
displeasure of Hunter’s privileges on our government lands (especially as an arrow was witnessed in a Ft Polk 
horse’s neck August 11th.) I voice my concern to the US Army and Department of Defense how easily any of 
these historic wild horses could end up in the slaughter pipeline to Mexico if removed from the only land and 
life they have known. I support the offer of legitimate rescues only to step up to thin the herd by removing for 
adoption the trespass horses (highly differentiated as donkey, Shetland ponies and horses even wearing halters.) 
I also support freeze-branding the historic wild horse herd. I question any stand of wild horses impacting the 
environment of an Army base that drives 30-60 ton tanks. A viable plan should be put in place that takes into 
consideration the well being and integrity of your historic Cavalry herd horses over all other needs. Thank you 
for accepting my input, I will remain vigilant to the positive outcome which I expect for the Historic Cavalry 
Wild Horse Herd at Fort Polk Army Base. And yes, I am aware that a court ruled these to be trespass horses, but 
I strongly disagree (a small minority are dumped horses and only they, in my opinion should be labeled the 
“trespass horses.” 
 
 
 
 
• Fort Polk US Army Base in Leesville Louisiana is home to a large population of historic wild horses, 
descendants from of World War II cavalry horses.  
• Horses are estimated to be 500-700 with over 100,000 acres of woods and grassland as their home. They have 
successfully self maintained their herd for well over 75 years. 
• Some complaints appear to stem from local Hunters who pay to lease the use of our government lands and 
consider the horses to be a nuisance.  
• As recently as June 2015 local tourism boards were referencing the local color of Fort Polk’s Wild Horses. 
• US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana has determined the horses to be "trespass livestock" and 
therefore are not entitled to protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 
• Five known Kill Buyers have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter and proof exists 
that they have done this in the past.  
• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico. 
 
Our Action Plan: 
 
• Friends of Animals organization believes the Cavalry-descended Wild Horses should remain on this land and 
that Hunter’s rights on American Government owned land should be discounted. 
• The Humane Society of North Texas is discussing a proposal to remove trespass horses, who are often tame 
(with some even wearing halters) to receive vaccinations, gelding, and adoption. 
• This will allow a reduction in the herd size and retain its historic status.  
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• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 
• We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendents, especially over the rights of Hunter’s privileges. 
• We share our concern with the US Government that these horses will end up in the hands of kill buyers who 
ship it to slaughter in Mexico. 
 
 
--  
 
Andrea King 
 
 
"Two roads diverged in a wood, and I, I took the one less traveled by, And that has made all the difference." - 
Robert Frost 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From:
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 7:10 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Horses

Please please reconsider your decision on eliminating the wild horses on the base. 
 
You learn to serve, protect and save on that base so please learn to serve, protect and save these horses. 
 
We have lost so much history and beauty so please work with rescue groups and save these horses. Don't kill 
them. Don't murder them. Let them live. 
 
Please 
Barbara A. Jackson 
 
Sent from AOL Mobile Mail 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: RDH <
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 8:54 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Save Cavalry Horses please

To whom it may concern:  
 
  
 
We support the continued safety and rights of the historic Cavalry horse descendants, and express our concern 
of displeasure of Hunter’s privileges on our government lands (especially as an arrow was witnessed in a Ft 
Polk horse’s neck August 11th.) We voice our concern to the US Army and Department of Defense how easily 
any of these historic wild horses could end up in the slaughter pipeline to Mexico if removed from the only land 
and life they have known. We support the offer of legitimate rescues only to step up to thin the herd by 
removing for adoption the trespass horses (highly differentiated as donkey, Shetland ponies and horses even 
wearing halters.) We also support freeze-branding the historic wild horse herd. We question any stand of wild 
horses impacting the environment of an Army base that drives 30-60 ton tanks. A viable plan should be put in 
place that takes into consideration the well being and integrity of your historic Cavalry herd horses over all 
other needs. Thank you for accepting our input, We will remain vigilant to the positive outcome which we 
expect for the Historic Cavalry Wild Horse Herd at Fort Polk Army Base. And yes, we are aware that a court 
ruled these to be trespass horses, but we strongly disagree (a small minority are dumped horses and only they, in 
our opinion should be labeled the “trespass horses.” 
 
  
 
• Fort Polk US Army Base in Leesville Louisiana is home to a large population of historic wild horses, 
descendants from of World War II cavalry horses.  
 
• Horses are estimated to be 500-700 with over 100,000 acres of woods and grassland as their home. They have 
successfully self maintained their herd for well over 75 years. 
 
• As recently as June 2015 local tourism boards were referencing the local color of Fort Polk’s Wild Horses. 
 
• US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana has determined the horses to be "trespass livestock" and 
therefore are not entitled to protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
 
• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 
 
  
 
• Friends of Animals organization believes the Cavalry-descended Wild Horses should remain on this land. 
 
• The Humane Society of North Texas is discussing a proposal to remove trespass horses, who are often tame 
(with some even wearing halters) to receive vaccinations, gelding, and adoption. 
 
• This will allow a reduction in the herd size and retain its historic status.  
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• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 
 
We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendents. 
 
We are hopeful that the US Government will hear our concerns and agree with the suggested proposal to reduce 
the herd size and retain its status. 
 
  
 
Respectfully,  
 
Bob and Dawn HeistumanFollowing is breaking information of these horses with bullet points to use in your 
email if wish. Use the power of your voice and share everywhere! Thank you all. 
 
• Fort Polk US Army Base in Leesville Louisiana is home to a large population of historic wild horses, 
descendants from of World War II cavalry horses.  
• Horses are estimated to be 500-700 with over 100,000 acres of woods and grassland as their home. They have 
successfully self maintained their herd for well over 75 years. 
• Some complaints appear to stem from local Hunters who pay to lease the use of our government lands and 
consider the horses to be a nuisance.  
• As recently as June 2015 local tourism boards were referencing the local color of Fort Polk’s Wild Horses. 
• US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana has determined the horses to be "trespass livestock" and 
therefore are not entitled to protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 
• Five known Kill Buyers have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter and proof exists 
that they have done this in the past.  
• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico.  
 
Our Action Plan: 
 
• Friends of Animals organization believes the Cavalry-descended Wild Horses should remain on this land and 
that Hunter’s rights on American Government owned land should be discounted. 
• The Humane Society of North Texas is discussing a proposal to remove trespass horses, who are often tame 
(with some even wearing halters) to receive vaccinations, gelding, and adoption. 
• This will allow a reduction in the herd size and retain its historic status.  
• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 
• We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendents, especially over the rights of Hunter’s privileges. 
• We share our concern with the US Government that these horses will end up in the hands of kill buyers who 
ship it to slaughter in Mexico. 
 
 
 
wish. Use the power of your voice and share everywhere! Thank you all. 
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• Fort Polk US Army Base in Leesville Louisiana is home to a large population of historic wild horses, 
descendants from of World War II cavalry horses.  
• Horses are estimated to be 500-700 with over 100,000 acres of woods and grassland as their home. They have 
successfully self maintained their herd for well over 75 years. 
• Some complaints appear to stem from local Hunters who pay to lease the use of our government lands and 
consider the horses to be a nuisance.  
• As recently as June 2015 local tourism boards were referencing the local color of Fort Polk’s Wild Horses. 
• US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana has determined the horses to be "trespass livestock" and 
therefore are not entitled to protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 
• Five known Kill Buyers have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter and proof exists 
that they have done this in the past.  
• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico.  
 
Our Action Plan: 
 
• Friends of Animals organization believes the Cavalry-descended Wild Horses should remain on this land and 
that Hunter’s rights on American Government owned land should be discounted. 
• The Humane Society of North Texas is discussing a proposal to remove trespass horses, who are often tame 
(with some even wearing halters) to receive vaccinations, gelding, and adoption. 
• This will allow a reduction in the herd size and retain its historic status.  
• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 
• We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendents, especially over the rights of Hunter’s privileges. 
• We share our concern with the US Government that these horses will end up in the hands of kill buyers who 
ship it to slaughter in Mexico. 
 
 
 
wish. Use the power of your voice and share everywhere! Thank you all. 
 
• Fort Polk US Army Base in Leesville Louisiana is home to a large population of historic wild horses, 
descendants from of World War II cavalry horses.  
• Horses are estimated to be 500-700 with over 100,000 acres of woods and grassland as their home. They have 
successfully self maintained their herd for well over 75 years. 
• Some complaints appear to stem from local Hunters who pay to lease the use of our government lands and 
consider the horses to be a nuisance.  
• As recently as June 2015 local tourism boards were referencing the local color of Fort Polk’s Wild Horses. 
• US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana has determined the horses to be "trespass livestock" and 
therefore are not entitled to protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 
• Five known Kill Buyers have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter and proof exists 
that they have done this in the past.  
• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico.  
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Our Action Plan: 
 
• Friends of Animals organization believes the Cavalry-descended Wild Horses should remain on this land and 
that Hunter’s rights on American Government owned land should be discounted. 
• The Humane Society of North Texas is discussing a proposal to remove trespass horses, who are often tame 
(with some even wearing halters) to receive vaccinations, gelding, and adoption. 
• This will allow a reduction in the herd size and retain its historic status.  
• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 
• We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendents, especially over the rights of Hunter’s privileges. 
• We share our concern with the US Government that these horses will end up in the hands of kill buyers who 
ship it to slaughter in Mexico. 
 
 
 
wish. Use the power of your voice and share everywhere! Thank you all. 
 
• Fort Polk US Army Base in Leesville Louisiana is home to a large population of historic wild horses, 
descendants from of World War II cavalry horses.  
• Horses are estimated to be 500-700 with over 100,000 acres of woods and grassland as their home. They have 
successfully self maintained their herd for well over 75 years. 
• Some complaints appear to stem from local Hunters who pay to lease the use of our government lands and 
consider the horses to be a nuisance.  
• As recently as June 2015 local tourism boards were referencing the local color of Fort Polk’s Wild Horses. 
• US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana has determined the horses to be "trespass livestock" and 
therefore are not entitled to protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 
• Five known Kill Buyers have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter and proof exists 
that they have done this in the past.  
• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico.  
 
Our Action Plan: 
 
• Friends of Animals organization believes the Cavalry-descended Wild Horses should remain on this land and 
that Hunter’s rights on American Government owned land should be discounted. 
• The Humane Society of North Texas is discussing a proposal to remove trespass horses, who are often tame 
(with some even wearing halters) to receive vaccinations, gelding, and adoption. 
• This will allow a reduction in the herd size and retain its historic status.  
• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 
• We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendents, especially over the rights of Hunter’s privileges. 
• We share our concern with the US Government that these horses will end up in the hands of kill buyers who 
ship it to slaughter in Mexico. 
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I support the continued safety and rights of the historic Cavalry horse descendants, and express my concern of 
displeasure of Hunter’s privileges on our government lands (especially as an arrow was witnessed in a Ft Polk 
horse’s neck August 11th.) I voice my concern to the US Army and Department of Defense how easily any of 
these historic wild horses could end up in the slaughter pipeline to Mexico if removed from the only land and 
life they have known. I support the offer of legitimate rescues only to step up to thin the herd by removing for 
adoption the trespass horses (highly differentiated as donkey, Shetland ponies and horses even wearing halters.) 
I also support freeze-branding the historic wild horse herd. I question any stand of wild horses impacting the 
environment of an Army base that drives 30-60 ton tanks. A viable plan should be put in place that takes into 
consideration the well being and integrity of your historic Cavalry herd horses over all other needs. Thank you 
for accepting my input, I will remain vigilant to the positive outcome which I expect for the Historic Cavalry 
Wild Horse Herd at Fort Polk Army Base. And yes, I am aware that a court ruled these to be trespass horses, but 
I strongly disagree (a small minority are dumped horses and only they, in my opinion should be labeled the 
“trespass horses.” 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Bobbi Baskerville 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 10:32 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: ft polk wild horses

please do not shoot these wild horses and hand them over to killbuyers.... 
they will end up in slaughterhouses... 
 
 There is a sanctuary ready to take these horses in Texas , vet them and adopt 
if you really must get them off the land, let them go to the sanctuary...and live free....     thank you  
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Bonnie Annis 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 7:33 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Ft. Polk feral horses

Please take into consideration the rescues that are offering help for these horses. 
And perhaps a herd management plan to have some remain. 
 
PLEASE - don't sell to kill buyers for slaughter..I'd rather you shot them if necessary.  It would be much more 
humane.   
 
This is a sad situation..please search for any alternative and don't act in haste.  They have been there for a long, 
long time.. 
 
Thank you 
 
Bonnie Annis - Pennsylvania 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Brecca Faust <
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 7:11 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Feral Horses

To Whom it May Concern: 
 
I am writing to ask you to find a humane solution to your population of feral horses. The military already has a 
reputation of abandoning its troops. These horses only exist because their ancestors faithfully served the United 
States of America - yet the decision makers of the day did not make a sustainable plan for their after care. That 
sounds all too familiar. 
 
The male horses from the prior generations should have been gelded and all should have been transitioned into 
domestication or a sustainable plan for feral well being should have been reached. It is a great dishonesty to not 
acknowledge why the horses exist in the numbers they do today.  
 
You have a unique chance to do the right and honorable thing for these horses, and perhaps contribute to 
improving the culture of how the military plans for aftercare of living beings who have given everything they 
had to protect the United States. 
 
Do not, under any circumstances, allow these horses to be rounded up and/or sold through auction. An 
unspeakable death would await them. 
 
Speaking of aftercare plans, the presence of these horses presents a unique practice ground for training troops in 
becoming veterinary technicians, animal trainers, farmers, landscapers, etc.. I am sure that many animal welfare 
organizations would be willing to provide technical advice on how to find win-win solutions that meet your 
needs and the horses' needs. If you provide proper "family planning" for the horses, this would be a manageable 
solution. It was mindless for the decision makers not to do so many decades ago. It is incumbent upon you to 
now make intelligent and responsible decisions for those who chose not to do so years ago.  
 
Please do the right thing and take care of your troops instead of acting like you don't know them after their 
immediate usefulness has expired. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mrs. Brecca Faust 
 

 
--  
 
 
Brecca Faust   
Reading Education 
University of Maryland 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Carol McKay 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 3:50 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: USA Calvary Horses in LA

In regard to the USA Army in LA feeling the need to take some action to prevent issues the USA Calvary 
Horses are contributing to, it is my view that the USA Calvary Horses need to remain in their historic 
homeplace.  Thinning of the horses should be done by removing the dumped horses.  The dumped horses should 
not be sent to auctions as they will most likely end up in the hands of kill buyers and will be "inhumanely" 
slaughtered.  The dumped horses need to be put into the hands of "reputable" horse rescues to be rehomed. 
 
 
Carol McKay 
USA Citizen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From:
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 1:33 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Fort Polk Horses

Dear Sirs:  
 
Please do not round up these horses.  Disposing of horses in Louisiana is a direct line to slaughter in Mexico.  
These are descendants of those who helped build our country.  It is inhumane...There are other solutions to this 
problem.  AND this should not be dealt with on an emergent basis. I help in horse rescue across the country and 
the state of Louisiana is the absolutely worst state where a horse can be born...from race horses to quarter 
horses.  Lived there for three years...the last horse rescue in northern LA is moving to Missouri.  Seek an 
intelligent solution please.  Respectfully, Carol Zorn 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Charlotte Naff <
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2015 10:56 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Horses  on Fort Polk land

Dear Sir 
These horses have been on this land for many years... They are descendants of WWII ... Your plan to remove 
them is not in their best interest.... As a tax payer living in Dubach La... I am watching this all unfold on the 
social media... Please be advise that the horse slaughter industry is a dirty ,inhumane industry that is 
slaughtering our American Horses ,all in the greedy name of the almighty dollar . There is NO thought given to 
the life of the animal. 
Please know the kill buyers are lined up and chopping at the bit. 
Please know there are advocates and rescues willing to help resolve  your situation with these horses that would 
benefit you and the land. 
Please consider the lives of these horses Respectfully Submitted Charlotte Naff 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 10:28 AM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Trespass Horses

Please file in AR 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: COLAA.org [mailto   
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 5:22 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Trespass Horses 
 
Please consider humane alternatives, including the use of the immunocontraception vaccine PZP, as well as the 
sterilization of stallions with the use of  
 
ZonaSta-H as approved by the EPA, a perfect well-planned solution to overpopulation. 
 
 
 
 
If horses must be destroyed, please consider humane euthanization by authorized veterinarians. 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
--  
 
Coalition of Louisiana Animal Advocates 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: COLAA.org 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 5:22 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Trespass Horses

Please consider humane alternatives, including the use of the immunocontraception vaccine PZP, as well as the 
sterilization of stallions with the use of  
 
ZonaSta-H as approved by the EPA, a perfect well-planned solution to overpopulation. 
 
 
 
 
If horses must be destroyed, please consider humane euthanization by authorized veterinarians. 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
--  
 
Coalition of Louisiana Animal Advocates 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Colette 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 2:46 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Horses

I think you need to leave those horses alone. They may not have started out as wild but generations of those 
horses have been on that land. They are not "trespass horses". We need a little more respect for the wild life in 
our area. There are many animal on the roads that could be a threat to people. If we slow down and pay 
attention the threat would decrease tremendously. This is an outrage to think you would do anything to these 
horses. 
Sincerely, 
Outraged citizen of these United States 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: cyndi 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 2:55 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Please don't

remove the horses of Ft Polk.   
 
 
This country supports and celebrates these historic Cavalry War Horses just like we support our then and now 
armed forces. These horses are descendants of those who fought with our men and died for our country. I did 
not serve, but members of most of my family have served,  clear back to the Civil War to present day.  
 
 
These horses serve as a historical reminder, deserve a place in this country and respect, just like all veterans and 
their families.  
 
 
If this is a matter of herd management, there are plenty of folks who would step in, assist with adoptions and 
create a birth control plan suitable for the desired herd size.  
 
 
You are sentencing them to a death if you remove them, not unlike Auschwitz and if you do not believe me, 
take a little time and do the research regarding auction and the slaughter pipeline.   
 
 
The world is watching and hoping you do the right thing............ 
 
 
Thank you for listening. 
 
 
 
 
Cyndi Davis - Halsey 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: DB 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 7:57 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Ft Polk Calvary horses

To whom it may concern, 
 
Please work with the people of the United States in our effort to protect the horses at the base. 
 
There appears there are groups who are able to protect these horses from foreign slaughter industries. 
 
"In as much as you have done it into the least of these, you have done it into me." 
 
Thank you, 
D. Brorein 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Debbie 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 9:39 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Army Calvary mount descendants

Dear Sirs, 
 
I was raised military. Was traveled all over the world with my father my family. We endured many different 
tours. An isolated tour as well.   
 
Because of this I understand all too well the service many different animals provide to the military. Horses 
provided a very much needed, necessary, means of transportation. They provided protection as well. 
 
The idea now that you would destroy or decimate the descendants of the animals that provided such needed 
means of transportation, protection, heavy work is incomprehensible to me. 
 
There are so many different ways this could be handled if they are indeed in harms way of any practice 
activities. One such way would be to follow the exams of the Chincoteague ponies.  Even though it has been 
mishandled, the BB ranch form burned and a multitude of other things that fire department is the richest one 
because they auction off the photos from the island. You could do much the same thing, hopefully more 
financially responsible, and thereby establishing a positive relationship or report with the public, especially the 
horse people. And also in doing this responsibly handling the herd, you could make money for whatever you 
might need. 
 
At a time when so much is being destroyed, so many animals especially wild horses being destroyed, 
slaughtered for the almighty dollar, for greed of land and much more; it would be a very positive thing if you 
could find a way to protect these animals rather than to destroy them. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Debrah K McDonald 
Owner, Dreamcatcher equestrian center LLC 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Denise Mullins 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 4:53 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Calvery Horses

To Whom it May Concern: 
 
You have a wonderful opportunity to save the descendants of war veterans and a historical icon.  
 
 
I agree that herds such as these should be managed properly with PZP to keep the number of horses within the 
limits of sustainability. They should remain in their current location and a special Calvary squad to look after 
and protect them.   
 
 
For it is the spirit of these great animals and the courage of our ancestors that have made the Calvary Units 
exceptional.  General Patton would be proud that we are remembering and honoring our history.  
 
 
Thank you for your time. 
Denise Mullins 

 
Daughter of a Marine,  Daughter-in-Law of Army Colonel and wife of Naval Submariner. 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Dinky Baker 
Thursday, August 13, 2015 6:49 PM

To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Wild horses 
Attachments: FB_20150723_14_39_15_Saved_Picture.jpg

To whom it may concern my opinion is that those horses need to be left alone they don't bother anyone they are 
a beautiful sight to see I know the soldiers train very hard out there but there more likely to get hurt by a snake 
or a alligator  then one of those horses that's there home that's what makes fort Polk beautiful with the animals 
army equipment and the soldiers plus the horses are part of history years ago the army road horses I think they 
have the right to stay and be protected besides the law has passed that in all 50 states animal cruelty is a felony 
and I think that it would be cruel to take them away from there home you wanted peoples opinions well this is 
mine I think you would find that lots of people would agree the army protects us so they should protect our 
animals after all this is America we all humans and animals need to stick together fort Polk wouldn't be the 
same without the horses I just wanted to voice my opinion to this maybe it will help them thank you for your 
time  
 
Sent from my Windows Phone 



In al/so states ' 
ANIM

AL CRUELTY is now 
treated as a •• ), 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Donna Jensen <
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 12:51 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: SAVE DESCENDANTS OF WAR HORSES!! @FT. POLK , LA.

 Dawn Foil, the Equine Director of the Humane Society of North Texas, has tried to contact Fort Polk’s Public 
Affairs Office five times today, but they are not answering their phone. HSNT is spearheading a rescue effort 
that will allow EVERY single horse to be removed and released through their 100 year old 501c3 rescue. 
We have direct knowledge that five known kill buyers intend to speak out at the Public Hearing and offer a 
quick and easy solution for the military. Their solution may be couched in ‘Auction and Private Sale’ language, 
but there is not doubt it is just a euphemism for ship to slaughter. 
Of utmost need is publicity for our plan to save these horses through release and adoptions to the Humane 
Society of North Texas (HSNT), along with other legitimate rescues committed to rehabbing and re-homing 
these healthy, tame horses. Building awareness and public outcry is paramount before the Public Hearing Aug 
13th.  
 
These people have the means to save these horse.Why are you allowing to be sold to be killed..You are heartless 
with no compassion..For once.I like to see something done right in America..Why don't you start first...its bad 
enough so much is wrong,so this is to make things better,for who???  Let these horses go to Texas,where they 
will be taken care of...show so compassion..One day.You will realize you destroyed innocence animals..please 
wake up.Don't be a Sheep like the  rest ..Please give these horses a chance to live their lives out 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Donnie Boudreaux 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 9:33 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Leave the Horses Alone....

Im taking time to send an email in regards to the Horses on Peason.  Those horses have been there for my whole 
life and it something that i enjoy to go look at when its open to the public.  Thats those Horses home and its not 
fair to them to be slaughtered.  We are suppose to be training out troops to be able to stand any type of 
environment.  If Horse manure is something they cant handle, how are they going to handle the conditions when 
they get to real war?   It is my vote to leave the horses alone.... They don't hurt anything out there and mind 
there own business...its something both the public and our troops enjoy to see. Its pure beauty in itself and 
something God himself could only create.   Lets leave it at that and leave them alone. 
 
Thank you for listening 
Donnie 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Nell Coomes 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 6:52 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Base horses

It seems to me that if these horses are descended from Calvary horses then they are descendants of veterans. 
Just like military dogs are now considered. Please let the horses stay and work with rescue groups. Thank you 
for listening. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Floria Taylor <
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 3:33 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: WWII War Horses descendants  

I beg of you to NOT round up and kill these horses for the shear fact that they are a part of our history!!!!! 
 
 
Floria Taylor 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: GERALDINE OR ALAN McCarron
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 8:05 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Polk Wild Horses

Hello: 
 
I believe the the Polk Wild Horses are historic and should be preserved.  I also feel that Louisiana  is going to be 
in a very negative national spotlight very soon for sending these and the horses from Evangeline Downs to 
Mexican slaughter.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Geri Minott 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: gina holt 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 11:17 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Wild horses on your base

I support the continued safety and rights of the historic Cavalry horse descendants, and express my concern of 
displeasure of Hunter’s privileges on our government lands (especially as an arrow was witnessed in a Ft Polk 
horse’s neck August 11th.) 
 
 I voice my concern to the US Army and Department of Defense how easily any of these historic wild horses 
could end up in the slaughter pipeline to Mexico if removed from the only land and life they have known. NO 
ANIMAL DESERVES THIS FATE. 
 
I support the offer of legitimate rescues only to step up to thin the herd by removing for adoption the trespass 
horses (highly differentiated as donkey, Shetland ponies and horses even wearing halters.) I also support freeze-
branding the historic wild horse herd.  
 
I question any stand of wild horses impacting the environment of an Army base that drives 30-60 ton tanks. A 
viable plan should be put in place that takes into consideration the well being and integrity of your historic 
Cavalry herd horses over all other needs.  
 
Thank you for accepting my input, I will remain vigilant to the positive outcome which I expect for the Historic 
Cavalry Wild Horse Herd at Fort Polk Army Base. And yes, I am aware that a court ruled these to be trespass 
horses, but I strongly disagree (a small minority are dumped horses and only they, in my opinion should be 
labeled the “trespass horses.” 
 
 
 
Gina Holt 

 
 
"Take nothing but pictures. 
Leave nothing but footprints. 
Kill nothing but time" 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Gina Meng <
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 2:49 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Cavalry Horses
Attachments: Dear JTRC and Fort Polk Public Affairs Office.pdf

 
Please see my attached comments regarding the horses.  Thank you for you time and consideration, Sincerely, 
--  
 
Gina Meng 
The Academy at Bright Horizons 
 
 
 
Referring another family is the best way to compliment our center. You can earn tuition credits by referring 
families who enroll into our program! Learn more about our Family Referral Program by visiting 
www.brighthorizons.com/familyreferral <http://www.brighthorizons.com/familyreferral>  
 



Dear JTRC and Fort Polk Public Affairs Office, 
 
I support the continued safety and rights of the historic Cavalry horse 
descendants, and express my concern of displeasure of Hunterʼs privileges on 
our government lands (especially as an arrow was witnessed in a Ft Polk horseʼs 
neck August 11th.) I am very concerned how easily any of these historic wild 
horses could end up in the slaughter pipeline to Mexico if removed from the only 
land and life they have known. This is a horrendous death involving much 
suffering.   
 
I support the offer of legitimate rescues only to step up to thin the herd by 
removing for adoption the trespass horses (highly differentiated as donkey, 
Shetland ponies and horses even wearing halters.) I also support freeze-
branding the historic wild horse herd.  
 
 A viable plan should be put in place that takes into consideration the well being 
and integrity of your historic Cavalry herd horses over all other needs. Thank you 
for accepting my input, I will remain vigilant to the positive outcome which I 
expect for the Historic Cavalry Wild Horse Herd at Fort Polk Army Base. And yes, 
I am aware that a court ruled these to be trespass horses, but I strongly disagree 
(a small minority are dumped horses and only they, in my opinion should be 
labeled the “trespass horses.”) 
 
Thank you again so much for taking time to read this, 
 
Gina Meng 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: j burns 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 6:21 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: FT. POLK'S HISTORICAL CALVARY HORSES

 <https://s.yimg.com/nq/tictac/stationery/themes/38/animalTrain/top.png>   
Are these not part of the horses that are protected? 
If NOT.. they should be.... 
I am so sick of groups and individuals who take it upon themselves to eliminate our wild horses. It is part of our 
history, our heritage! 
Leave them to be wild.  
Where will they go? To slaughter? 
WHY????? 
To fill someones pockets? On someones dinner plate? 
This disgust me!!!!! 
Why wont anyone hear our voices, and protect these majestic animals???? 
One day they will all be gone.. 
SAD!!! 
And no one will stand up to protect them.... 
 
 
  
 <http://mail.yimg.com/us.yimg.com/i/mesg/tsmileys2/09.gif> Jo 
 <https://s.yimg.com/nq/tictac/stationery/themes/38/animalTrain/bottom.png>   
Stationery, a Yahoo Mail and Paperless Post collaboration 
<https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/features/stationery>   
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Jan Mitich 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 9:14 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Cavalry horses descendants

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
  
 
These horses are the descendants of the US Army Cavalry horses and are their legacy.  Once they are gone, 
that’s it.  Over 6 million horses are estimated to have died in our wars.  In WWI, statistics show that 5 horses 
died for every military death.    
 
  
 
The public would be appalled if unwanted dogs were slaughtered, processed, and sold to countries where dog 
meat is considered a delicacy. Why Is this practice allowed for horses?   
 
  
 
We should show more respect for the one animal that helped to build this nation, went to war with us, provide 
therapeutic benefits for special needs children, are iconic representatives of the West, and provide millions of 
hours of pleasure and companionship for humans.  The horse has been the subject of human art since Cro-
Magnon people painted them in caves---more than any other animal, which illustrates the deep connection 
humans feel for horses. 
 
  
 
The Army should capitalize on this rich history of the Cavalry and utilize these horses as ambassadors.   There 
are plenty of civilians who will help support your efforts to maintain these worthy creatures. 
 
  
 
• Fort Polk US Army Base in Leesville Louisiana is home to a large population of historic wild horses, 
descendants from of World War II cavalry horses.  
• Horses are estimated to be 500-700 with over 100,000 acres of woods and grassland as their home. They have 
successfully self-maintained their herd for well over 75 years. 
• Some complaints appear to stem from local Hunters who pay to lease the use of our government lands and 
consider the horses to be a nuisance.  
• As recently as June 2015 local tourism boards were referencing the local color of Fort Polk’s Wild Horses. 
• US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana has determined the horses to be "trespass livestock" and 
therefore are not entitled to protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 
• Five known Kill Buyers have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter and proof exists 
that they have done this in the past.  
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• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico. 
 
  
 
  
 
My late brother served in the 7th Cavalry in Vietnam. 
 
  
 
Respectfully, 
 
  
 
Janice E. Mitich 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From:
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 1:09 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Cc:
Subject: horses

The horses are probably from the calvary horses with a few others mixed in over the years.  I say leave them 
alone.  If they mainly stay in the woods put a fence there if you need to keep them out of the base area , put a 
fence there.  If there are 1000's of acres there should be a way to manage this.  There should be room for hunters 
and everyone.  Be creative. 
 
Thank You 
 
Jane Nims 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From:
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 3:04 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Cc:
Subject: Horses

Dear Sirs :  
   
 Horses have been taken and used in war by this country without their input. How dare you  
  
 think of " disposing " of their descendents as unwanted pests. These horses deserve  
  
protection under the Wild horse and Burro Act . BECAUSE they are on federal land. Who 
  
 gave a lower court in a state the right to decide their fate ? 
  
   There are any number of horse rescues who would be glad to take them and re home 
  
 them . These horses deserve careful and humane solutions to their plight . 
  
  They are part of our history  and not to be thrust aside. The government has slaughtered  
  
it's mounts before and it should never happen again .  
  
 My relatives were in the calvary and will be back to haunt you if you don't take proper care 
  
 of the bloodlines that carried them into battle .[ And yes I would take one ! ] 
  
                                                                                sincerely , 
  
                                                                                               Jean Taylor 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From:
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 8:49 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response; USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox 

PAO Public Response

Hi, Why would you ever think of removing horses that helped to make this country what it is today?  It is 
shocking that you people don’t understand the love America has for its horses and burros.   
I have heard there is a 501c HS in Texas that will take all of the horses if you no longer have need of them.  
Please, these horses need to be respected and cared for.  We don’t slaughter horses, only the kbuyers who make 
their money off of the lives of innocent horses do that…please don’t let these American Icons be treated with 
anything but respect…if there is a sanctuary willing to take them, that should  be your solution, your only 
solution… Please do the right thing here, we Americans pay for the care and safety of the American horses that 
are in the service of this country, and we want them ALIVE and WELL…thank you for your time… Sincerely, 
Joanne Gura 
 
 
Sent from Windows Mail 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Joan Ihan 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 7:12 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Historic Cavalry Horse Herd in Fort Polk, LA

These veteran horses should stay put on their 50,000 acres. This has been THEIR home, the home of their 
ancestors and they deserve to live their lives in this area.  
 
 
wife of WWII, Korea, Vietnam Vet, 
Joan C. Ihan 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: John Mertz 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 10:40 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Please save the horses!

Please do what ever you can to save the horses!  You could donate them to be trained as therapy horses or 
gather them and take them to a national park to allow them their freedom!  There has got to be a way. 
 
Calvary horses are smart animals.  Why can't you give them to towns and cities to have them trained for park 
patrols, in city parks, and in state parks, and national parks? 
 
Do some research and try to find a solution!  Stop seeing them as just a problem. 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Joni Eckstrom 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 10:47 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Save Ft Polk LA Cavalry Horses!

 <https://scontent.fsnc1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/hphotos-xfp1/v/t1.0-
9/s280x280/11892243_10203547343959090_4904640274976019945_n.jpg?oh=81eeeefc422fe9d2191ce69884
8f37d3&oe=56475457>  
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Joy 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 4:38 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Save Fork Polk Calvary Horses

Horse rescuersnationwide are concerned should any decision be made to eliminate thesehorses. Please tell them 
these horses should stay put on their 50,000acres.  If reduction or removal is decided upon, against public 
opinion,selling at auction to kill buyers or destroying these historical animals is notacceptable.  
 
  
 
There are rescueswilling to step in to assist with herd management considerations:  PriscillaFeral 
< AngelCarmouche 
< Barbara Miles 

  Lissa Lang   Robin Hutton 
< Gina Meng <  Carol Jett 

 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Joy A. James 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From:
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 5:10 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: PLEASE RECONSIDER!!!!!!

These precious horses can co-exist with the military. This can be resolved. DO NOT take any drastic moves to 
remove them-they will end up in the slaughter pipeline!!!They are a treasure-part of our American heritage and 
certainly part of military history. In world war two WWII-25  million horse were killed fighting in that war on 
all different sides Horses are special. They are not cockroaches to be exterminated. They have ALWAYS 
helped humans-they are essential and important to our culture and to generations to come. 
Here is a copy of the letter William Shatner sent to our then Governor Richardson, when I wrote and asked him 
to support our crisis in New Mexico. He was more than happy to do so. He is an avid lover of horses. 
  
  
Dear Governor Richardson, 
  
I have been following the tragic saga of the last of the mustangs in New Mexico and I am both grieved and 
shocked that they are in danger of disappearing from the landscape. I say tragic because a horse is not a product 
to end up on a foreign dinner plate, nor is it a pest to be eliminated like a cockroach. Horses are an incredible 
gift to us, and they have the capacity to bring immense joy to those of us lucky enough to know them. 
  
In my opinion, horses should never under any circumstances be subject to the inhumane and brutal treatment 
they receive at a slaughterhouse, not to mention the harrowing ride there-often for 2 days without water, rest, or 
medical care for the sick, pregnant, or injured. The sad documented truth is, that slaughterhouses are not 
equipped to humanely slaughter horses. They are flight animals with long necks and easy to frighten-making 
proper stunning ineffective, before they have their throats slit, are dismembered or skinned. This is no less than 
morally reprehensible cruelty inflicted on an animal that is an integral part of American history and who 
deserve to be protected.  
 
In my experience horses are so much more than beings of remarkable grace and beauty, they have the 
miraculous ability to be healers for those who are mentally and physically challenged. I have seen the 
extraordinary transformation in the children who bond with horses, as they develop a close personal relationship 
with them, so the healing spirit of the horse can help them grow, gain confidence, and experience life more 
fully. The highly functional and social Mustang, especially has an innate ability to be a healer. 
It is imperative that we protect them all across this country, not just New Mexico. They deserve nothing less. 
They are living breathing symbols of the American spirit-part of our heritage. So, I am asking you to take a bold 
stand and openly support those advocacy groups in New Mexico that are trying to save the few remaining 
mustangs. I am asking also that you let the media know that you are taking action to protect them, so the 
Hollywood community will know where you stand. The horses have no voice.  
Their fate is in your hands. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
William Shatner 
  
Thank you for your consideration for these magnificent horses in PERIL. 
  
Karen Borch, MFA , published author, researcher, fine art photographer Albuquerque, New Mexico 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Karen-Kathy Harris 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 6:31 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: PLEASE SAVE THE HORSES OF FT. POLK

PLEASE SAVE THE HORSES OF FT. POLK 
THANK YOU 
KAREN HARRIS  
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: karen schams 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 6:40 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: SAVE THE HORSES

I am writing to ask you to please do not harm our wild horses.  
With the back lash that Cecil had caused, you would be the most hated Army Base in the world. And I might 
say it would be well deserved. 
They are a part of our heritage, do not destroy that! 
Thank you for your time, 
Karen Schams 

 
 

 
 
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android <https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/mobile/?.src=Android>  
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: mark booth 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 2:57 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: PLESASE DON'T KILL THEM.

 Please let the Historic Cavalry Horse Herd in Fort Polk, LA. live in peace. 
Concerned citizen. KIM BOOTH. 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Kimberly Harris 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 2:09 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Polk Cavalry Wild horses

To Whom it May Concern, 
 
I am writing to ask you to leave the Polk Cavalry Wild Horses on the land they have called home for nearly 100 
years. 
I believe they have a claim on the land that predates these hunters' desire to kill animals in the area. 
 
America's wild horses are under attack.  Please don't be a part of this attempt to eradicate this symbol of our 
country's liberty and majesty. 
 
As far as the "trespass horses,"  they have been dumped by people.  They have found a home there.  They are 
not protected by the Wild Horse and Burro Act, and could well end up in the slaughter pipeline.  It is the people 
who turned these horses out who need to pay the price, not the horses themselves who have done nothing 
wrong.  They are just trying to survive. 
 
Thank you, 
Kimberly Harris 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Laura <
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 10:57 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Fort Polk Horses

Just heard about the planned round up of the Fort Polk horses. PLEASE treat them kindly and do not send them 
to slaughter. These are descendents of WWII cavalry horse - part of our American history. There are horse 
rescue groups ready to step in to care for these equines, gentle them and find homes for them. 
 
I used to live near Fort Polk, and my daughter was born at the old WWII hospital! I also worked there as a 
nurse. There was always a variety of wildlife to be seen on post! 
 
I pray that you make the decision to save these horses who are part of living history. Thank you for your 
attention to this issue. 
 
Laura  Marshall 
Phone :  
 
 
 
Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S® 4 mini ™, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Berry_3 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 9:44 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Regarding the Ft Polk Cavalry herd

 
This plan to destroy the herd of horses on the Ft. Polk base is very wrong and inappropriate.  With 50,000 acres 
there is plenty of room for them to stay there without danger to the base.  
Moreover there a many rescuers who are willing to help with the management considerations.  Please do not 
destroy these horses but choose a compassionate and honorable solution to this situation. 
Sincerely, 
Laura Berry 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Laurie Coles 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 11:00 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Fort Polk Horses

To Whom It May Concern: 
  
I support the continued safety and rights of the historic Cavalry horse descendants, and express my concern of 
displeasure of Hunter’s privileges on our government lands (especially as an arrow was witnessed in a Ft Polk 
horse’s neck August 11th.) I voice my concern to the US Army and Department of Defense how easily any of 
these historic wild horses could end up in the slaughter pipeline to Mexico if removed from the only land and 
life they have known. I support the offer of legitimate rescues only to step up to thin the herd by removing for 
adoption the trespass horses (highly differentiated as donkey, Shetland ponies and horses even wearing halters.) 
I also support freeze-branding the historic wild horse herd. I question any stand of wild horses impacting the 
environment of an Army base that drives 30-60 ton tanks. A viable plan should be put in place that takes into 
consideration the well being and integrity of your historic Cavalry herd horses over all other needs. Thank you 
for accepting my input, I will remain vigilant to the positive outcome which I expect for the Historic Cavalry 
Wild Horse Herd at Fort Polk Army Base. And yes, I am aware that a court ruled these to be trespass horses, but 
I strongly disagree (a small minority are dumped horses and only they, in my opinion should be labeled the 
“trespass horses.” 
 
I find the bullet points below telling: 
 
• Fort Polk US Army Base in Leesville Louisiana is home to a large population of historic wild horses, 
descendants from of World War II cavalry horses.  
• Horses are estimated to be 500-700 with over 100,000 acres of woods and grassland as their home. They have 
successfully self maintained their herd for well over 75 years. 
• Some complaints appear to stem from local Hunters who pay to lease the use of our government lands and 
consider the horses to be a nuisance.  
• As recently as June 2015 local tourism boards were referencing the local color of Fort Polk’s Wild Horses. 
• US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana has determined the horses to be "trespass livestock" and 
therefore are not entitled to protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 
• Five known Kill Buyers have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter and proof exists 
that they have done this in the past.  
• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico.  
 
Our Action Plan to maintain the horse herd: 
 
• Friends of Animals organization believes the Cavalry-descended Wild Horses should remain on this land and 
that Hunter’s rights on American Government owned land should be discounted. 
• The Humane Society of North Texas is discussing a proposal to remove trespass horses, who are often tame 
(with some even wearing halters) to receive vaccinations, gelding, and adoption. 
• This will allow a reduction in the herd size and retain its historic status.  
• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 
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• We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendants, especially over the rights of Hunter’s privileges. 
• We share our concern with the US Government that these horses will end up in the hands of kill buyers who 
ship it to slaughter in Mexico. 
Robin Hutton   Lissa Lang 

Carol Jett   Angel 
Carmouche   Barbara Miles 

  
  
I appreciate you taking this email seriously and help us  save our historic horses.  
  
Sincerely, Laurie L. Coles,  
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Leslie Wetzel <
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 2:11 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Ft. Polk Horses

Please take your time with this issue. General Patton would never approve of rounding them up and ridding us 
of our heritage, nor would Churchill. 
 
I am a military mom, and support Army, but not this action of removing these historic horses. 
 
Leslie Wetzel 

 
 

Savvy Horsemanship Rescue 
  

 
 
--  
 
Leslie Wetzel 
 
"The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good people to do nothing." 
-Edmund Burke (1729-1797) 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: HorsesForever 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 4:30 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: HORSES

Hi, 
 
What is this plan I am hearing about destroying the horses descended from your cavalry division. Why I can 
understand why you cannot have 500 wandering herd animals on your base - I object to the idea of sending 
them to slaughter in Mexico over overseas. If you have a 500 horse herd then you have not managed them well. 
Obviously the numbers could have been reduced with gelding and time. Young animals could have been trained 
and sold to horsemen who would appreciate their heritage. 
 
I want to know what the Army plans to do with these horses. Are you working with rescue groups to resettle 
them or adopt them out? Have you considered humane euthanasia for sick, old, or crippled animals.  
 
Horses are not people but they still have the right to fair and humane treatment as living beings in this world. 
Their ancestors served the Army well. You owe them the chance at a good home instead of a horrible death in a 
slaughterhouse. 
 
Lisa Phillips 

 
 
(I do support the Army and am an Army brat myself) 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Lucille Laughlin Grady 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 1:07 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Veteran Horses

PLEASE 
Protect our veteran horses. DO NOT destroy them. 
Ft. Polk should be taking care of them not destroying them. 
Let them stay. 
An avid horse lover. 
 
 
 
 
Luci Grady the Goatlady 
Lonesome Valley Farm 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Lydia Brescia <
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 7:40 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Calvary Horses!

I support the continued safety and rights of the historic Cavalry horse descendants, and express my concern of 
displeasure of Hunter’s privileges on our government lands (especially as an arrow was witnessed in a Ft Polk 
horse’s neck August 11th.) I voice my concern to the US Army and Department of Defense how easily any of 
these historic wild horses could end up in the slaughter pipeline to Mexico if removed from the only land and 
life they have known. I support the offer of legitimate rescues only to step up to thin the herd by removing for 
adoption the trespass horses (highly differentiated as donkey, Shetland ponies and horses even wearing halters.) 
I also support freeze-branding the historic wild horse herd. I question any stand of wild horses impacting the 
environment of an Army base that drives 30-60 ton tanks. A viable plan should be put in place that takes into 
consideration the well being and integrity of your historic Cavalry herd horses over all other needs. Thank you 
for accepting my input, I will remain vigilant to the positive outcome which I expect for the Historic Cavalry 
Wild Horse Herd at Fort Polk Army Base. And yes, I am aware that a court ruled these to be trespass horses, but 
I strongly disagree (a small minority are dumped horses and only they, in my opinion should be labeled the 
“trespass horses. 
• Fort Polk US Army Base in Leesville Louisiana is home to a large population of historic wild horses, 
descendants from of World War II cavalry horses.  
• Horses are estimated to be 500-700 with over 100,000 acres of woods and grassland as their home. They have 
successfully self maintained their herd for well over 75 years. 
• Some complaints appear to stem from local Hunters who pay to lease the use of our government lands and 
consider the horses to be a nuisance.  
• As recently as June 2015 local tourism boards were referencing the local color of Fort Polk’s Wild Horses. 
• US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana has determined the horses to be "trespass livestock" and 
therefore are not entitled to protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 
• Five known Kill Buyers have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter and proof exists 
that they have done this in the past.  
• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico.  
 
Tho I copied and pasted this information...I believe these horses should be Saved, they are our American 
Legacy!  Sincerely, Lydia G. Brescia 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From:
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 11:03 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Cavalry Horse Herd in Ft polk Lousiana

I would like to see the continued safety and rights of the historic Cavalry horse descendants, and express my 
concern and displeasure of Hunter’s privileges on our government lands (especially as an arrow was witnessed 
in a Ft Polk horse’s neck August 11th.) I wish to take a minute to voice my concern to the US Army and 
Department of Defense how easily any of these historic wild horses could end up in the slaughter pipeline to 
Mexico if removed from the only land and life they have known. I support the offer of legitimate rescues only 
to step up to thin the herd by removing for adoption the trespass horses (highly differentiated as donkey, 
Shetland ponies and horses even wearing halters.) I also support freeze-branding the historic wild horse herd. I 
question any stand of wild horses impacting the environment of an Army base that drives 30-60 ton tanks. A 
viable plan should be put in place that takes into consideration the well being and integrity of your historic 
Cavalry herd horses over all other needs. Thank you for accepting my input, I will remain vigilant to the 
positive outcome which I expect for the Historic Cavalry Wild Horse Herd at Fort Polk Army Base. And yes, I 
am aware that a court ruled these to be trespass horses, but I strongly disagree (a small minority are dumped 
horses and only they, in my opinion should be labeled the “trespass horses.” 
 
Following is breaking information of these horses with bullet points to use in your email if wish. Use the power 
of your voice and share everywhere! Thank you all. 
 
• Fort Polk US Army Base in Leesville Louisiana is home to a large population of historic wild horses, 
descendants from of World War II cavalry horses.  
• Horses are estimated to be 500-700 with over 100,000 acres of woods and grassland as their home. They have 
successfully self maintained their herd for well over 75 years. 
• Some complaints appear to stem from local Hunters who pay to lease the use of our government lands and 
consider the horses to be a nuisance.  
• As recently as June 2015 local tourism boards were referencing the local color of Fort Polk’s Wild Horses. 
• US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana has determined the horses to be "trespass livestock" and 
therefore are not entitled to protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 
• Five known Kill Buyers have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter and proof exists 
that they have done this in the past.  
• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico. 
 
Our Action Plan: 
 
• Friends of Animals organization believes the Cavalry-descended Wild Horses should remain on this land and 
that Hunter’s rights on American Government owned land should be discounted. 
• The Humane Society of North Texas is discussing a proposal to remove trespass horses, who are often tame 
(with some even wearing halters) to receive vaccinations, gelding, and adoption. 
• This will allow a reduction in the herd size and retain its historic status.  
• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 
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• We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendents, especially over the rights of Hunter’s privileges. 
• We share our concern with the US Government that these horses will end up in the hands of kill buyers who 
ship it to slaughter in Mexico. 
 
  
 
Hunters can hunt almost anywhere, PLEASE don't remove these cavalry horse descentants who have lived all 
their lives on the same land their parents live on.  Humans need to learn the share the earth with all other 
animals, human lives are not the only lives that matter. 
 
  
 
Madeline A Chaney 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: marjorie wagner 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 4:23 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Saving FT. POLK'S WILD HORSES 

These horses that you are trying to remove are military descendants of heroic historic WW11 war horses. They 
are not feral. Your community wants to save them so does the rest of the country. Allow the horses to remain in 
their home,  at Ft. Polk.  
Sincerely  
Marjorie Lynne  
AMERICAN HORSE SURVIVAL NET  
 
 
 
 
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android <https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/mobile/?.src=Android>  
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Martha Mansfield 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 10:51 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Cc: Andre 

France
Subject: Comment upon proposed action to remove horses from the Kisatchie National Forest

In response to the stated purposes for the intended removal of the horses currently living in the Kisatchie 
National Forest, I would like to provide the following comments for consideration and inclusion in the record: 
 
  
 
I own a horse riding camp on the border of the forest near Melder Horse camp, off of Ahtus Melder Road.   I 
also routinely ride the ATV trails in Camp Claiborne.  All told, I have enjoyed this national treasure for the past 
ten years; my husband for the last thirty years, as a motorcycle, ATV and now horse trail rider.  We pay for this 
privilege in both camper spot rental and trail access fees. 
 
  
 
During all of the years we’ve been on the trails we have seen a horses loose in the woods total of SIX times (We 
saw the same pair on three of these occasions).  No matter what we were using on the trails, horses, ATV’s, or 
on foot, at NO time did any of these animals menace us, attempt to bite, kick, or even slow us down.  To 
suggest that the public, or our brave men in uniform, could be menaced by a wild (or feral, or “strayed”) horsed 
is patently ridiculous.  There’s absolutely no support in any literature for that argument.  In fact, several people 
every year are attacked, and at times killed, by DEER; yet there is no proposal to remove them from the KNF.  
In fact, as the Center of Disease Control states in it’s latest report, the following animals are most likely to kill 
people: 
 
Rounded to the nearest whole number, sharks killed about 1 person per year between 2001 and 2013. Same for 
alligators and bears, for that matter. Sharks, gators and bears combined killed half as many people as snakes (6 
deaths per year) and spiders (7 deaths per year). 
 
Non-venomous arthropods -- various ants and other terrible non-poisonous bugs -- kill 9 people each year. But 
these pale in comparison to the deaths caused by nature's silent, stealthy killers -- cows.  A CDC report from a 
few years back found that cows killed about twenty people a year in the mid-2000s. That makes cows about 20 
times as lethal as sharks.    
 
  
 
Horses, whether on a farm, in the show ring, or loose in the woods, don’t even make the list.   Notably, with the 
exception of sharks, all of the remaining killers are found in the KNF.  They are not currently considered for 
removal, although the hapless equines are. 
 
  
 
Second, the cost to the taxpayer to round up, remove and dispose of these animals is prohibitive.  As the 
government is well aware, the BLM equine program is an abysmal failure.  Millions and millions of dollars are 
wasted each year in a misguided attempt to “manage” wild horses.  Surely our tax dollars are better applied 
elsewhere- like feeding children?  Defending our country?  Propping up Social Security? 
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As to the horses in or near the military base; pass and enforce rules against feeding them, and they will move on 
to less populated areas.  No horse ever died of starvation waiting for someone to feed it a potato chip.   This is 
the same logic applied to other animals in national forests, such as deer, elk, antelope, bobcats, foxes, bear, 
squirrels, chipmunks, woodpeckers, sugar tits, and a host of other opportunist animals.  If there’s no food, they 
simply move on. 
 
  
 
Next, should some hunter bait the KNF by planting rye grass, providing a time- operated corn feeder, se out a 
salt lick, or throw apples around to attract deer, I think it’s a big stretch to assume that a herd of vicious and 
ravenous equines barge in, run off the poor deer, and eats all of the crops.  Please know that baiting certain 
species is illegal to start with, and unsportsmanlike in any set of circumstances.   Taking the area, the 
circumstances, and the challenges they pose to killing your favorite prey animal is what decent moral hunters 
do.  Are we going to spend thousands of the non-hunting taxpayers’ dollars to protect a few hunters’ right to 
bait a field?  Surely not! 
 
  
 
Finally, to address the remaining statement made by the Army in support of removal, and I save the most 
ridiculous for last-  are we expected to believe that the men we trust to defend our country, our flag and our 
freedom are either incapable of avoiding, or so frightened of the prospect of seeing manure on the ground that 
we should invest thousands, if not millions, of dollars in horse removal to eradicate the threat of manure?  The 
KNF is filled with scorpions, tarantulas, mosquitos, skunks, venomous snakes and a myriad of other odious 
creatures.  Each poses a greater danger, and let us be mindful of the facts- they all poop. Horse manure poses a 
bigger threat?  The horses menace soldiers by galloping in, spraying them with manure and running away? 
Were we misled by all of the film footage of brave recruits crawling on their bellies through mud?  Are their 
sensibilities so tender that the prospect of seeing, and oh goodness, stepping in or smelling horse manure, 
impedes our country’s defense?  I shudder to think what would happen should a large bird relieve itself on the 
field, or, even worse, on the windshield of an army vehicle.  Oh, the humanity! 
 
  
 
In short, this latest attempt to remove the animals, using thinly disguised reasons, is balderdash.   Horses do not 
attack people, and as the CDC’s report shows, are less likely to kill a human than a cow.   The hunters, if they 
are any good at hunting, can find and kill prey without the use of bait.   The army’s concern for the soldier’s 
delicate sensibilities is, quite frankly, and ironically, horse manure.    
 
The cost to round up and remove these animals, particularly in light of the dismal record in the KNF during the 
last two round ups, is prohibitive, especially given the “risks” these animals pose.  Let’s leave well enough 
alone.   At least until the equines pass cows in the killer category. 
 
  
 
Marty Mansfield 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From:
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 6:33 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Polk Calvary War Horse

For your consideration, 
America has won wars on the backs of war horses. Horses have partnered with the soldier and are soldiers in 
their own right. Please show your appreciation to veterans everywhere by showing consideration towards this 
lineage of horses and the sacrifice of their forefathers. 
Thank you, 
Melinda Hall 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Melissa 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 12:13 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Save the horses 

 
To whom this may concern, 
I was asked by some very dear friends of mine to write a letter,,,on behalf of unjust laws,,,,that affect Horse.   I 
was a horse owner for thirty years...I owned several and my children rode also.  
I am concerned that horses will be pushed to only very few,,,if laws are place to protect them,,,from 
cruelty,,,and slaughter....please,,,do whatever you can to put a stop,,,to the cruelty & slaughter of 
horses,,,,,...please take the attitude,,," not to allow in this country",,, I am a voting citizen,,,of the of 
Louisiana,,and the U.S.A. 
 
My kind regards 
Sincerely, 
Melissa Mhire Ramey Price 
Sent from my iPad 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Michele Perrone <
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 6:23 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: save the horses

Please let the Polk Cavalry Herd in Louisiana stay on their land!   
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Nona Ruth 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 1:02 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Wild Horses of Fort Polk

Many do not realize that the Wild Horse and Burro Act of 1971 was gutted by Senator Burns R-Montana in 
2004.  The amendment was placed inside a 500 page document and was passed without being read. So, while 
the former laws regarding protecting these animals still stand, they have no teeth because of these changes.   
 
Perhaps you are old enough to remember the joy we felt when we realized that these beautiful creatures were 
finally protected by Federal law.  It was heartbreaking to realize that a politician could overturn that great piece 
of legislation while no one was paying attention. 
 
These animals are historic treasures and must be protected.  Many believe that moving them to shelters so they 
can be adopted is one solution.  And, those same people never stop to wonder what will happen when the shelter
runs out of time and money and the horses are not adopted.  Simply put, they are sold to kill buyers, shipped to 
Mexico and slaughtered for their meat, which is very popular in Europe. The horses that are shipped are not 
always older horses or sick horses. Some are beautiful animals, young and healthy.  And, because the laws in 
Mexico are not the same as the laws in the U.S., these intelligent animals die an unbelievably cruel and 
terrifying death.  If you've seen violence in war, I promise you watching any You Tube video on horse slaughter 
in Mexico has a great chance of triggering PTSD.  And, still, I would encourage you to search YouTube and 
watch, because this is the fate that might befall these intelligent beasts. 
 
Today was the first day I saw information on this situation and today is the last day to write to voice my 
concern.  I believe that you should have a bigger picture in your mind about the results of your decisions.  I 
hope that you will explore all the options available and pick the one that will protect these animals now and in 
the future.  I hope that, whatever decision is made, these horses will be put in a place where they can live out 
their lives in safety and peace.  If you think moving them to rescue sites or to BLM management guarantees 
their safety, you are mistaken. 
 
Attached is a link from the Humane Society discussing the number of wild horses that are sold and sent to 
Mexico for slaughter.  It is one thing to make a decision to remove wild horses.  It is another to understand the 
potential consequences of your decisions - a consequence the horses face long after you have turned your 
attention to another matter. If you have the stomach to check out video from YouTube, you will begin to 
understand why I am so passionate about this subject.   
http://video.humanesociety.org/index.php?id=PLCCF0F14147B53DC3 
 
 
The fate of these horses - descendants of Calvary horses who carried soldiers bravely into battle so many years 
ago - now rests in your hands.  I hope, again, that you will consider the terrible future these horses might face 
and the solutions available to you.  I ask that you make your decision based on facts and not emotion or a brief 
search for the simple solution.  Their future rests in your hands. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Nona Ruth 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Pat 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 6:05 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Wild horses

Please allow these horses to remain free and undisturbed on this land....Thank you 
 
Pat roop 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Penny Zielstorf 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 2:14 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: FT. POLK'S HISTORIC CAVALRY WAR HORSES

The greatness of a Nation can be judged by the way its animals are treated...  I am shocked you refer to them as 
trespass horses were they called that when they carried our forefathers into battle. 
 
If they are in an area that is a safety risk by all means move them but keep them and take care of them they are 
part of our history. Do not let them go to kill buyers see they get good homes they have every right to a good 
life.  
 
Actually with all the stress and fatigue our military members are under we need to have small herds of therapy 
horses on every military base maybe less of our soldiers would be committing suicide.  
 
From an American tax payer who loves and appreciates all branches of the military man and beast please 
protect the horses. 
 
 
 
 
"If we see cruelty that we have the power to stop and we do nothing we make ourselves sharers in the guilt."  
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Grubb, Rob 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 3:47 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Ft Polk Horses

These horses should be allowed to stay where they are. 
 
  
 
  
 
Rob Grubb 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Shawn Rice 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 1:53 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Removal
Attachments: Notice_of_Intent_to_Eliminate_Trespass_Horses.pdf; ATT00001.txt

Please stop this at once. The U.S. Citizens of this country are ordering this to stop!  Will you stop at nothing 
until all our heritage breeds are dead?   
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From:
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 12:02 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Horses

Please do not do anything to those american hero horses. I am a military brat and was in the military myself and 
know you can take care of them easily. You have 50,000 acres for God's sake. If nothing else, call for rescuers 
to help  
 
Thanks, 
Sheryl 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From:
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 4:12 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Horses.

Please save the descendent horses of  WWII. Their ancestors fought bravely. Would you do the same to the 
human decedents of the veterans of WWII. the Men and Horses fought bravely side by side to defend our 
freedom. There are several charitable groups willing to help them.  
                                     Thank You. 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Joe and Steph Vize 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 2:44 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Horses

Please work with the public and land management to come up with a reasonable plan to preserve the living 
legacy of these horses, who are spdescendants of the cavalry stock. Thank you.  
 
Stephanie Vize 

 
 
Sent from my iPad 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Susan Hollis
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 3:50 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Historic Cavalry Horse Herd

  
 
PLEASE allow these horses to remain  free and safe on your 50,000. Acres. . These are not “trespass horses” , 
these horses are part of the Fort history.   I have a son who is proudly serving in the US Cavalry at this time. 
 
  
 
Thank you, 
 
  
 
Sue Hollis 
 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Sue Gamble 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 5:14 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Ft. Polk, LA horses

Dear sirs,  
 
    Please protect these Fort Polk, LA horses and do not classify them as 'trespass horses'. They are living history 
for our country and should be allowed to continue to run free where they are. 
 
Thank you in advance for listening and for consideration of this important issue. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Susan Gamble 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Tami Hottes <
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 2:30 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Wild Horses

Leave these animals alone!  These horses are a legacy of America's war horses and must be respected.  This 
farce is not for public safety!  There is money involved and America demands the truth of who the special 
interest is that has a stake in this!  I think a FOIA is in order to find the truth!  Stop scapegoating these horses 
for money! 
 
 
Tami Hottes  



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Teresa Dalton <
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 1:45 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: save the horses

 America is destroying everything nowadays that has any historic significance, and that is a shame. Hunters 
have caused enough unnecessary death in this world; to kill for sport is unnecessary and cruel, not to mention, it 
makes me wonder about someone who gets pleasure out of killing!  I support the continued safety and rights of 
the historic Cavalry horse descendants, and express my concern of displeasure of Hunter’s privileges on our 
government lands (especially as an arrow was witnessed in a Ft Polk horse’s neck August 11th.) I voice my 
concern to the US Army and Department of Defense how easily any of these historic wild horses could end up 
in the slaughter pipeline to Mexico if removed from the only land and life they have known. I support the offer 
of legitimate rescues only to step up to thin the herd by removing for adoption the trespass horses (highly 
differentiated as donkey, Shetland ponies and horses even wearing halters.) I also support freeze-branding the 
historic wild horse herd. I question any stand of wild horses impacting the environment of an Army base that 
drives 30-60 ton tanks. A viable plan should be put in place that takes into consideration the well being and 
integrity of your historic Cavalry herd horses over all other needs. Thank you for accepting my input, I will 
remain vigilant to the positive outcome which I expect for the Historic Cavalry Wild Horse Herd at Fort Polk 
Army Base. And yes, I am aware that a court ruled these to be trespass horses, but I strongly disagree (a small 
minority are dumped horses and only they, in my opinion should be labeled the “trespass horses.”)  
 
"I got a jar of dirt! I got a jar of dirt! And guess what's inside it!"  
 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 6:40 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: 300 head of Ferral horses in La (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

ar 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI  
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:07 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: FW: 300 head of Ferral horses in La (UNCLASSIFIED) 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Alex [mailto:   
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 7:32 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: 300 head of Ferral horses in La 
 
 
I'm Alex Richmond and I'm trying to get in touch with whoever I need to to find out about the 300 head of 
Ferral horses that yall need gone!! Please contact me @ my cell phone  or my fiancé John @ 

  Thank you for your time!!!! 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:07 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: FW: Feral horses (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: AmandaMcCoy [mailto:   
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 3:15 PM 
To: AmandaMcCoy 
Cc: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Re: Feral horses 
 
Oh!  Thompson Horse lot is part of double S. They are not a legitimate rescue. Just sharing!!!  Thanks.  
 
Best regards, 
Amanda McCoy 
 
> On Aug 14, 2015, at 2:01 PM, AmandaMcCoy  wrote: 
>  
> Sorry-bad math. I swear I used to be smart. Anyway you can estimate those horses will go for anywhere from 
$500 to $1000 a head. That's $200 to $400k. I heard that kill buyers will not be allowed to access the horses at 
this point. THANK YOU!!!!!  :-).  
>  
> Best regards, 
> Amanda McCoy 
>  
>> On Aug 14, 2015, at 1:23 PM, AmandaMcCoy <  wrote: 
>>  
>>  
>> Let's give back to the veterans.  
>>  
>> My proposed solution to the feral horse issue at FT POLK is as follows: 
>>  
>> Any horses NOT given to a 501c3 rescue or private individual willing to sign a no slaughter adoption 
contract (ie kill buyers) must be limited to a profit of the kill buyer at a net of $150-$200 per head/ after 
REASONABLE expenses. All other proceeds MUST go to a charity that serves our veterans. The kill buyers 
MUST provide a public report of how many horses were sent to Mexico and Canada and how much each 
animal profited. This can easily be given by the kill buyer in their receipt. They list all of that information.  
>>  
>> Let's make this story bittersweet. These are OUR horses. Don't let a kill buyer walk away with $30k to $40k 
in their pocket that belongs to us!!!!! 
>>  
>> Best regards, 
>> Amanda McCoy 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:06 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: AmandaMcCoy [mailto   
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 2:01 PM 
To: AmandaMcCoy 
Cc: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Re: Feral horses 
 
Sorry-bad math. I swear I used to be smart. Anyway you can estimate those horses will go for anywhere from 
$500 to $1000 a head. That's $200 to $400k. I heard that kill buyers will not be allowed to access the horses at 
this point. THANK YOU!!!!!  :-).  
 
Best regards, 
Amanda McCoy 
 
> On Aug 14, 2015, at 1:23 PM, AmandaMcCoy < > wrote: 
>  
>  
> Let's give back to the veterans.  
>  
> My proposed solution to the feral horse issue at FT POLK is as follows: 
>  
> Any horses NOT given to a 501c3 rescue or private individual willing to sign a no slaughter adoption contract 
(ie kill buyers) must be limited to a profit of the kill buyer at a net of $150-$200 per head/ after REASONABLE 
expenses. All other proceeds MUST go to a charity that serves our veterans. The kill buyers MUST provide a 
public report of how many horses were sent to Mexico and Canada and how much each animal profited. This 
can easily be given by the kill buyer in their receipt. They list all of that information.  
>  
> Let's make this story bittersweet. These are OUR horses. Don't let a kill buyer walk away with $30k to $40k 
in their pocket that belongs to us!!!!! 
>  
> Best regards, 
> Amanda McCoy 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:06 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: FW: Feral horses (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By: l

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: AmandaMcCoy [mailto: ]  
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 2:01 PM 
To: AmandaMcCoy 
Cc: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Re: Feral horses 
 
Sorry-bad math. I swear I used to be smart. Anyway you can estimate those horses will go for anywhere from 
$500 to $1000 a head. That's $200 to $400k. I heard that kill buyers will not be allowed to access the horses at 
this point. THANK YOU!!!!!  :-).  
 
Best regards, 
Amanda McCoy 
 
> On Aug 14, 2015, at 1:23 PM, AmandaMcCoy < > wrote: 
>  
>  
> Let's give back to the veterans.  
>  
> My proposed solution to the feral horse issue at FT POLK is as follows: 
>  
> Any horses NOT given to a 501c3 rescue or private individual willing to sign a no slaughter adoption contract 
(ie kill buyers) must be limited to a profit of the kill buyer at a net of $150-$200 per head/ after REASONABLE 
expenses. All other proceeds MUST go to a charity that serves our veterans. The kill buyers MUST provide a 
public report of how many horses were sent to Mexico and Canada and how much each animal profited. This 
can easily be given by the kill buyer in their receipt. They list all of that information.  
>  
> Let's make this story bittersweet. These are OUR horses. Don't let a kill buyer walk away with $30k to $40k 
in their pocket that belongs to us!!!!! 
>  
> Best regards, 
> Amanda McCoy 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:08 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: FW: Cavalry horse descendants (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Barbara Sundholm [mailto:   
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 10:25 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Cavalry horse descendants 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am writing to implore you to pursue a humane path in dealing with the horses currently residing in Ft. Polk.  
These horses represent an historic and proud legacy of mounts that carried our soldiers wherever they were 
needed.  There are rescue groups and the Humane Society that are offering solutions so that the horses don't 
have to be sent to slaughter.  If you would take some time to research what happens when kill buyers purchase 
horses, you would honestly be horrified at the cruelty and abuse to which horses are subjected in just 
transporting them across our borders to be slaughtered. And slaughter is the farthest thing from a humane death 
you can possibly imagine.  It is frightening, tortuous and painful, not merciful at all.  Please do not sell out these 
horses. They are well loved and so deserving of kind treatment, not  a bloody execution.  Thank you for your 
consideration. 
 
Signed, a Concerned Citizen, 
Barbara Sundholm 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Carol McKay 
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 2:30 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Cavalry War Horses Issue

In regard to the USA Army in LA feeling the need to take some action to prevent issues the USA Cavalry War 
Horses are contributing to, it is my view that the USA Cavalry War Horses need to remain in their historic 
homeplace.  Thinning of the horses should be done by removing the dumped horses.  The dumped horses should 
not be sent to auctions as they will most likely end up in the hands of kill buyers and will be "inhumanely" 
slaughtered.  The dumped horses need to be put into the hands of "reputable" horse rescues to be rehomed. 
 
 
Carol McKay 
USA Citizen 

 
 
 
The above is the email message I sent to you yesterday evening before the meeting was held.  I will 
immediately be researching the details of this further.  It is my understanding that kill buyers were at the 
meeting and already have paperwork to start removing the horses as of this morning?  Is that information 
correct?  If so, isn't that rather fast.  It had been my impression the meeting was to discuss options on how to 
handle the issue, not come to resolution.  Would you please send me a copy of the meeting minutes?  
 
If it is true the kill buyers already have paperwork to begin removing the horses this morning August 14, 2015, 
please reconsider and stop this until further discussion and consideration.  Are you aware of what takes place 
when horses get into the slaughterhouse pipeline?  Are you aware of how they are shipped?  Are you aware of 
the inhumane methods by which they are slaughtered?  If not, I can furnish you with this information. 
 
 
Carol McKay 
USA Citizen 

 
 
 
 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:06 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: FW: Wild Horses (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From:   
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 2:16 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Wild Horses 
 
To Whom It Concerns, 
 
I'm writing in regard to the plan to "eliminate" the horses that currently (historically) live on the federal land 
there at Fort Polk. I respect our soldiers at LEAST as much as the next person and feel great gratitude for their 
service, but saying the Fort Polk horses have to be rounded up and slaughtered because they sometimes have to 
be "shooed out" of military exercise areas and soldiers might step in poop is just silly on its face.  
 
First, horses are naturally shy animals and could easily and cheaply be taught to avoid soldiers. With quite little 
effort, these animals could be taught to flee at the merest whiff of people.  
 
Second, soldiers who are squeamish about horse turds are going to have a hell of a time when it comes to 
authentic real-world environs. So are soldiers who can't handle the surprise factor of a wild horse popping up 
here and there. Sanitizing their training areas by making them dead zones where nothing unexpected will 
happen does our personnel a disservice. As a soldier, I'd much rather face the possibly dangerous unknown after 
having been surprised a few times during my training and knowing I had the experience to handle that. 
 
As for the hunters who are mad that their bait stations get robbed, this is a purely selfish, short-sighted view. 
Baiting and shooting is not hunting. It's a lazy man's way to bag and brag. Hunters are notorious for wanting all 
competition and obstacles to their "sport" removed. However, if they want to go into wild areas, they have to 
accept that wild things live there. 
 
And last - saying horses are rounded up and sent to local ranches is a euphemism. They are taken to those 
ranches and sent to the slaughter house. It is dishonest to try to spin it that they go on to live fat and happy lives 
on Granny's farm.  
 
Please reconsider the slaughter of these beautiful animals. The wildness of America is one of the great things 
worth defending. 
 
Sent from AOL Mobile Mail 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:06 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: FW: Wild horses (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Jakki Harbolick [mailto   
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 2:14 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Wild horses 
 
To Whom It Concerns, 
 
I'm writing in regard to the plan to "eliminate" the horses that currently (historically) live on the federal land 
there at Fort Polk. I respect our soldiers at LEAST as much as the next person and feel great gratitude for their 
service, but saying the Fort Polk horses have to be rounded up and slaughtered because they sometimes have to 
be "shooed out" of military exercise areas and soldiers might step in poop is just silly on its face.  
 
First, horses are naturally shy animals and could easily and cheaply be taught to avoid soldiers. With quite little 
effort, these animals could be taught to flee at the merest whiff of people.  
 
Second, soldiers who are squeamish about horse turds are going to have a hell of a time when it comes to 
authentic real-world environs. So are soldiers who can't handle the surprise factor of a wild horse popping up 
here and there. Sanitizing their training areas by making them dead zones where nothing unexpected will 
happen does our personnel a disservice. As a soldier, I'd much rather face the possibly dangerous unknown after 
having been surprised a few times during my training and knowing I had the experience to handle that. 
 
As for the hunters who are mad that their bait stations get robbed, this is a purely selfish, short-sighted view.  
Baiting and shooting is not hunting. It's a lazy man's way to bag and brag. Hunters are notorious for wanting all 
competition and obstacles to their "sport" removed. However, if they want to go into wild areas, they have to 
accept that wild things live there. 
 
And last - saying horses are rounded up and sent to local ranches is a euphemism.  They are taken to those 
ranches and sent to the slaughter house. It is dishonest to try to spin it that they go on to live fat and happy lives 
on Granny's farm.  
 
Please reconsider the slaughter of these beautiful animals. The wildness of America is one of the great things 
worth defending. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jaquelyn Harbolick 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Janis Lovi 
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 3:35 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Horses

To Whom it May Concern, 
 
As a concerned United States citizen please work with the Humane Society of North Texas and not kill buyers.  
Horse slaughter is extremely cruel and should be stopped.  Horses are skinned alive and butchered.  Please do 
the humane action and show the world we care about animals.  The way our government has been treating 
wildlife lately you would think we are a third world country.  “The greatness of a nation can be judged by how 
its animals are treated.” - Gandhi.  Thank you for your time.  I hope these horses can avoid the slaughter 
pipeline. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Janis Lovi 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Jjporter7 
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 12:19 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Leave the horses alone. If you let the kill buyers send these horses to slaughter, I would be 

ashamed of yall. Their not hurting any one. Leave them alone.

 
Sent from my T-Mobile 4G Android device 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Jjporter7 
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 12:17 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Horses. I understand kill buyers were all at yalls meeting. I also understand they are already 

are building catch pens, to catch the horses and send them to slaughter. This is a shame. 
How dare yall, these horses are a part of history. 

 
Sent from my T-Mobile 4G Android device 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Joseph Curry 
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 1:03 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Generallllll

Find an alternative site 
 
J Curry, a vet of ww I1, Guadalcanal csmpaign. - I'm a getting older also. 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:05 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: FW: Notice of Intent to Conduct an Environmental Assessment for Propose d Action to 

Eliminate  Trespass H orses at Fort Polk, LA (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Joy [mailt   
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 8:55 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Notice of Intent to Conduct an Environmental Assessment for Propose d Action to Eliminate Trespass 
H orses at Fort Polk, LA 
 
Suggestion: 
 
With the large amount of land available, well placed fences could assure everyone had their area. Working out a 
solution that is non-violent, non-destructive is the best route.  This situation has been caused by neglecting to 
forecast future issues.  Please look for a solution that will ensure the soldiers safety, but not require the removal 
for slaughter or for the killing of any of these horses. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Joy A. James 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Monica Cooley 
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 9:32 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Horses
Attachments: Notice_of_Intent_to_Eliminate_Trespass_Horses.pdf; ATT00001.txt

Please treat them humanely.  What about a public auction.  You already have national attention.  It would bring 
much welcome good publicity to Fort Polk.  
 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Monday, August 24, 2015 10:42 AM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Fort Polk's Historic Cavalry War Horse Herd

For AR 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Pam Flynn [mailto   
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 11:09 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Fort Polk's Historic Cavalry War Horse Herd 
 
To Whom it may concern: 
 
I am writing to you about the above referenced horse herd! I grew up in Peason, Louisiana and those horses 
were part of the landscape my entire life. The herd also has historical significance! I urge you to save these 
horses, let them remain where they are! They are wild and don't go around people so they should not pose an 
injury risk. 
 
Please don't give or sell these horses to a "kill buyer"! If that occurs then the military should not expect 
cooperation from the local residence in regards to the firing range! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Pamela Y. flynn 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Moulton, Thomas William (Doc) CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US)
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 12:59 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Horses (UNCLASSIFIED)

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
I think you should brand the horses and keep them or send some to The 1st Cav Division at Fort Hood. 
They have stables and they work with horses all the time. We have hundreds of cattle there now so why Not put 
horses out there too. 
 
Ryan Mynes 

 
 

 
Transcribed from a phone call 1230 14 August 2015 
 
Regards,/ 
 
Thomas W. Moulton 
PAO Specialist 
Garrison Public Affairs 
Bldg 4919 
7033 Magnolia Drive 

 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: sarah gorman-brown 
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 7:25 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Horses

Please use the contraceptive PZP instead of rounding them up and selling to kill buyers. It is already a proven 
method of bringing horse populations down. Contact: 
Americanwildhorsepreservationcampain.org for more information Please !!!!!! 
 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Charlotte Jantz Scheel <
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 5:46 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Wild horses

 
This is in response to the article in the Town Talk regarding the wild horse situation at Fort Polk. Via the 
Internet, I have found that Public Law 92-195 passed Dec. 15, 1971 is about wild horses and burros in the U.S. 
The U S Dept of the Interior Bureau of Land Management handles national wild horse and burro adoption. They 
can be reached at Bureau of Land Management, Eastern States Office, attn: Wild Horse and Burro Program ( 
Deb Allen). 20 MST., SE, Suite 950, Washington DC 20003-3503. Phone # 800-370-3936. Fax: 202-245-0027 
Email: BLM_ES_Onet_Adoption@blm.gov 
 
I suggest that this bureau be contacted regarding the adoption of the wild horses in question and that the horses 
be auctioned off. Thereby covering some, if not all of the cost of capturing, upkeep, and auctioning.  
 
Sincerely, 
Charlotte Scheel 
 
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPad <https://yho.com/footer0>  



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 6:38 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Trespass Horses (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

ar 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI  
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:10 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: FW: Trespass Horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: C Love [mailto   
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 8:17 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Trespass Horses 
 
 
Hi,  
 
As a concerned citizen I would respectfully like to offer some alternative options to resolve the trespass horses 
situation.  
 1 offer the horses for adoption to responsible people who would welcome the chance to take care of them. 
 
2 allow them to roam and live in government designated wildlife preserves.  
 
Thank you for your time  
 
Respectfully yours, 
Cindy L.  
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 6:36 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Trespass Horses (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

ar 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI  
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:10 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: FW: Trespass Horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: C Love [mailto:   
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 8:17 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Trespass Horses 
 
 
Hi,  
 
As a concerned citizen I would respectfully like to offer some alternative options to resolve the trespass horses 
situation.  
 1 offer the horses for adoption to responsible people who would welcome the chance to take care of them. 
 
2 allow them to roam and live in government designated wildlife preserves.  
 
Thank you for your time  
 
Respectfully yours, 
Cindy L.  
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:10 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: FW: Trespass Horses (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: C Love [mailto:   
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 8:17 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Trespass Horses 
 
 
Hi,  
 
As a concerned citizen I would respectfully like to offer some alternative options to resolve the trespass horses 
situation.  
 1 offer the horses for adoption to responsible people who would welcome the chance to take care of them. 
 
2 allow them to roam and live in government designated wildlife preserves.  
 
Thank you for your time  
 
Respectfully yours, 
Cindy L.  
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:09 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: FW: Wild horses (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Donna Goodnight [mailto: ]  
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 9:20 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Wild horses 
 
Theses horses aren't trespassing! Why the war on our wild horses, you had no problem using them in pas wars. 
Just consider them retired servicemen and women living on the base and treat them as such. I am a army brat so 
I know you can accomplish this if you want to do so.. no removal!! 
Donna Goodnight 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:09 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Donna Goodnight [mailto:   
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 9:20 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Wild horses 
 
Theses horses aren't trespassing! Why the war on our wild horses, you had no problem using them in pas wars. 
Just consider them retired servicemen and women living on the base and treat them as such. I am a army brat so 
I know you can accomplish this if you want to do so.. no removal!! 
Donna Goodnight 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:08 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: FW: Wild horses (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Donna Goodnight [mailto:   
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 9:14 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Wild horses 
 
I am against the removal of the wild horses. After all the service horses have given to man. Just consider them 
retired generals and leave them. You can move your war games. 
Donna Goodnight 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 11:47 AM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Trespass horses (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Reischling, Kimberly K CIV USARMY IMCOM (US)  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 8:59 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: FW: Trespass horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: USARMY Ft Polk 106 Sig Bde Mailbox NEC Web Dept 
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 7:36 AM 
To: Reischling, Kimberly K CIV USARMY IMCOM (US) 
Subject: FW: Trespass horses 
 
Good morning Kim, 
 
The web department received this email regarding the Trespass Horses. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Shanna Marshall 

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From:  
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 10:45 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk 106 Sig Bde Mailbox NEC Web Dept 
Subject: Trespass horses 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Elaine Brown 
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 7:59 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Cc: Elaine Brown
Subject: LA Calvary Wild Horse Herd must not be destroyed

To Whom This May Concern, 
 
 
The many Free Roaming horses who roam in the Kisatchie National Forest consisting of 600,000 acres of forest 
and grassland near Fort Polk Army Base. Vernon Parish, in West-Central Louisiana must remain where they 
are. 
 
 
Many of these horses are believed to be direct descendants of Fort Polk's beloved Historical Calvary Horses. 
For unknown reasons the FORT POLK ARMY BASE wants them removed and will allow them to be taken for 
free or purchased for purpose of slaughter. This is outrageous. 
 
 
These horses are innocent. They are just trying to live where they have remarkably flourished over many 
decades. Even if they are mixed with other horses that have been dumped by evil humans such as Kill Buyers 
that is no reason to turn around and give them to Kill Buyers. I doubt that I must describe the atrocities of the 
treatment of horses who head to slaughter, but  it must not happen to these beloved descendants of Fort  Polk's 
historical calvary horses or any American horse for that matter.  
 
 
I write without knowing who is behind this attempt to kill  them off or why. Can anyone explain? I am not just a 
nobody, but an interested party rather a Zoologist who cares deeply for the environment and animals wild and 
domestic. I have retired to rescue horses and other animals from the sadists who do not care about the wonders 
of our animals particularly horses in this world. There are many highly intelligent and spiritual animals in the 
world. Whales, dolphins, primates, and dogs are both, but there is nothing like a horse. Their beauty, perception, 
intelligence and spiritual connection are amazing. 
 
 
Please whatever the reasons for this horrible plan, find a way to leave these horses where they have flourished 
for so long. Do not reward their history of bravery and the love of humans for these animals with their 
destruction. 
 
 
Elaine Brown 
Zoologist 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Gail Hazelton <
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 11:34 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Wild Horses

 
Perhaps notices could be placed in newspapers, ranching magazines, rodeos, etc. as public notices to adopt the 
horses.  I know that "out West" there were wild horses that were offered for adoption by a federal agency; 
however, I can't remember the Bureau name - it was Bureau of ___________.  



 
 

 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI  
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:08 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: FW: The 700 horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Jessie Hartman [mailto:   
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 1:13 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: The 700 horses 
 
Dear us army, 
In regards to the 700 horses that might be sent to slaughter I have a couple ideas that might help. I was 
wondering if you could use the horses for wounded vets? Have the horses be able to give and help the wounded 
vets. Or to have them go to 4-H programs to help the disabled kids. I have volunteered at many 4-H programs 
that need horses just do not have the funding for purchasing them. Please look into having the horses stay out of 
slaughter many people would love those horses. If you would want help finding them homes I would love to 
help. 
Sincerely, 
Jessica hartman  
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 6:38 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: The 700 horses (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

 
ar 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI  
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:08 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: FW: The 700 horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Jessie Hartman [mailto:   
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 1:13 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: The 700 horses 
 
Dear us army, 
In regards to the 700 horses that might be sent to slaughter I have a couple ideas that might help. I was 
wondering if you could use the horses for wounded vets? Have the horses be able to give and help the wounded 
vets. Or to have them go to 4-H programs to help the disabled kids. I have volunteered at many 4-H programs 
that need horses just do not have the funding for purchasing them. Please look into having the horses stay out of 
slaughter many people would love those horses. If you would want help finding them homes I would love to 
help. 
Sincerely, 
Jessica hartman  
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:08 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject:

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Jessie Hartman [mailto   
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 1:13 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: The 700 horses 
 
Dear us army, 
In regards to the 700 horses that might be sent to slaughter I have a couple ideas that might help. I was 
wondering if you could use the horses for wounded vets? Have the horses be able to give and help the wounded 
vets. Or to have them go to 4-H programs to help the disabled kids. I have volunteered at many 4-H programs 
that need horses just do not have the funding for purchasing them. Please look into having the horses stay out of 
slaughter many people would love those horses. If you would want help finding them homes I would love to 
help. 
Sincerely, 
Jessica hartman  
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Karen-Kathy Harris <
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 7:06 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response; USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox 

PAO Public Response
Subject: please do not roundup and destroy the Fort Polk horses

August 15, 2015 
Please do not roundup and destroy the Fort Polk horses.   They are heroes too - they are descendants of horses 
used in the military. 
a suggestion - institute a managed herd - where they are not slaughtered inhumanely or transported to mexico or 
canada - but properly managed - and make a tourist site a natural historic site.  people would travel from all over 
the world to see this. 
thank you very much 
a CONCERNED citizen from Colorado 
Karen Harris 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:10 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: C Love [mailto:   
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 8:17 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Trespass Horses 
 
 
Hi,  
 
As a concerned citizen I would respectfully like to offer some alternative options to resolve the trespass horses 
situation.  
 1 offer the horses for adoption to responsible people who would welcome the chance to take care of them. 
 
2 allow them to roam and live in government designated wildlife preserves.  
 
Thank you for your time  
 
Respectfully yours, 
Cindy L.  
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Nancy Meehan < >
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 10:22 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Why must you remove the horsesfrom Kisatchie National Forest?

 
Dear Sir, 
 
Please don't remove these horses from their home. I would like to know why it is necessary. Why do the horses 
need to be removed? 
Why must we destroy everything? Why? 
These animals deserve to live too. They deserve a home, the home they have lived in for years. 
I am imploring you as a citizen of the USA, please leave the horses alone. 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Nancy Meehan 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:10 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: FW: Please respect and privide for our veterans! (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Roberta Koehl [mailto: ]  
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 8:50 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Please respect and privide for our veterans! 
 
Horses are part of the military history;  therefore, they are ancestors of  veterans!  The military needs to provide 
for them! Horses have given their lives in war as well as our transportation for thousands of years!! 
 
 
Warmest Regards, 
 
Roberta Koehl 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:12 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject:

mail.mil

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Ashly [mailto:   
Sent: Sunday, August 16, 2015 11:04 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Horses 
 
 
These horses are wild, let them be wild! They are causing no more "danger to drivers" than the wild hogs and 
deer but I don't see anyone making an issue about them! Educate yourself on how they reproduce which makes 
numbers rise in the herd....geld the studs! Tattoo or brand the original wild horses and if one shows up in the 
herd that is not suppose to be there, get rid of it! Fine the individuals that are dumping their "pets" because they 
cannot take care of them. There are other options than selling, fencing, or killing.  
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:12 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: FW: Trespass Horses (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: JRWF [mailto:   
Sent: Sunday, August 16, 2015 8:22 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Trespass Horses 
 
How about you let them be free to do what they do.  They are not trespassing on your land, you are trespassing 
on theirs. Change your practices and find a way to train elsewhere.  
 
Have a great day! 
 
Jeanne Farrance  

 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 11:47 AM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Trespass horses (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Reischling, Kimberly K CIV USARMY IMCOM (US)  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 8:59 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: FW: Trespass horses (UNCLASSIFIED) 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: USARMY Ft Polk 106 Sig Bde Mailbox NEC Web Dept 
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 7:36 AM 
To: Reischling, Kimberly K CIV USARMY IMCOM (US) 
Subject: FW: Trespass horses 
 
Good morning Kim, 
 
The web department received this email regarding the Trespass Horses. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From:  [mailto:  
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2015 10:45 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk 106 Sig Bde Mailbox NEC Web Dept 
Subject: Trespass horses 



2

 
In regards to recommendations on how to handle the trespass horses, there are many options instead of kill 
buyers. These horses are legendary and should be given a chance, a person or a job. 
 
1. Create an adoption program. Many would love to own one of these animals. 
 
2. Hire a trainer and start a theraputic center for vets. Many great foundations have gad the assistance of vets 
actually involved in the training program. 
 
3. Fence them away from the training facility so they have a safe place and are not in the soldiers way. 
 
4. Start a go fund me campaign to help with the preserving and training of these animals. 
 
You will be surprised to find a lot of people are willing to help when the right thing is done regardless of how 
difficult it may seem at the beginning. 
 
Best of luck. 
Blessing to all of you. 
 
Dana 
 
 
 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
Dana Herm 

 
Sent via the Samsung Galaxy Note® 3, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:12 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: FW: trespass horses (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Michelle Myers [mailto   
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 11:23 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: trespass horses 
 
Hi 
 
I am making the same suggestion to you that I have made to BLM. Work with a local non-profit to allow them 
to gather and find homes for the horses. Continue to work with the group to utilize PZP, to allow a reasonable 
set number to be in the area. 
 
Michelle 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 1:13 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Tami Augustyn [mailto   
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 1:11 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Fort Polk's Historic Cavalry War Horse Herd 
 
I am writing to express my support for these ancestors of the cavalry war horses and to request that they be 
humanely managed and respected for who they are and who their ancestors were - and what they have done for 
this country. 
 
Horses are extremely intelligent and loyal creatures who fought in battles with their humans and sacrificed their 
lives.      These horses are a part of history and are living historical monuments symbolizing our past. 
 
There are ways to properly manage them to keep them alive and free.     In this disposable society we live in, it 
would be a disgrace to 'dispose' of these horses.    The United States of America, whom has fought so hard for 
liberties and the pursuit of happiness - and has become a very proud country - must never forget the sacrifices 
made by both man and beast in shaping this country. 
 
RESPECT - HONOR - these horses need to remain where they are. 
 
Sincerely, 
Tami Augustyn 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2015 7:49 AM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY OR REMOVE THE HORSES AT FORT POLK

For AR 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Karen-Kathy Harris [mailto:   
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2015 6:16 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY OR REMOVE THE HORSES AT FORT POLK 
 
AUGUST 18, 2015 
US ARMY 
PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE, DESTROY OR SELL TO SLAUGHTER THE HORSES AT FORT POLK 
PERHAPS A HORSE CONSERVATION CENTER - INTERACTIVE PEOPLE LEARNING CENTER; 
TRAINING CENTER FOR WOUNDED WARRIORS; COME ON LET US NOT DESTROY THESE FINE 
ANIMALS. 
THANK YOU 
KAREN HARRIS 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2015 7:42 AM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Trespass Horses

AR 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Kim Drury [mailto:   
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2015 1:33 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Trespass Horses 
 
What was the result of the 13 August meeting regarding the trespass horses? Will rescues be given an 
opportunity to save these horse? Please advise. 
 
Thank you 
 
Kim Drury 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2015 7:48 AM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: PLEASE DO NOT SLAUGHTER OR SELL THE FORT POLK HORSES.

 
For AR 
 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Karen-Kathy Harris [mailto ]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2015 6:39 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: PLEASE DO NOT SLAUGHTER OR SELL THE FORT POLK HORSES. 
 
AUGUST 19, 2015 
USARMY FORT POLK 
PLEASE DO NOT SLAUGHTER, SELL OF REMOVE THE FORT POLK HORSES. 
PLEASE INSTITUTE A WOUNDED WARRIORS PROGRAM; AN INTERACTIVE PUBLIC LEARNING 
CENTER; A REHABILITATION CENTER OF PRISONERS; A FEW SUGGESTIONS. 
PLEASE TOO MANY OF OUR HORSES/BURROS ARE BEING SLAUGHTERED IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 
THIS MUST END. 
THANK YOU 
KAREN HARRIS 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Mary Ann < >
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2015 2:05 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: Wild Horses

This is to respectfully request that you keep the wild horses and not let them be taken by people that want to 
destroy them!  These are historical to the area and a lasting reminder of the WWII soldiers.  Please let them stay 
where they are. 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 2:00 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: FW: horses (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Elizabeth Keenan [mailto:   
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2015 12:53 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: horses 
 
do you have a system in place to identify any kill buyers?  They look just like regular people you know.  There 
are people who can list all the kill buyers for you. 
  
Of course the best thing would be to leave them where they are. 
  
Beth Keenan 
  
 
 
________________________________ 
 
 <https://www.avast.com/antivirus>  This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software.  
www.avast.com <https://www.avast.com/antivirus>   
 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Karen-Kathy Harris <
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2015 5:37 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: PLEASE HALT THE REMOVAL OF THE FORT POLK HORSES

AUGUST 20, 2015 
PLEASE HALT THE REMOVAL OF THE FORT POLK HORSES; PLEASE INVESTIGATE THE 
NUMEROUS POSSIBILITIES OF WOUNDED WARRIOR REHABILITATION PROGRAM; 
INTERACTIVE PUBLIC HORSE PROGRAMS. 
THANK YOU 
KAREN HARRIS 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 2:00 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: FW: Historic Calvery horses (UNCLASSIFIED)
Signed By:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Michelle Storace [mailto ]  
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2015 12:20 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Historic Calvery horses 
 
Will you please find the land and a place for these horses please do not send these horses to a horrific slaughter 
have you ever seen what happens when they do this I believe that if you've ever seen it you would not even 
dream of doing it it is horrific from the journey to the slaughter.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 2:01 PM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: sherry schappell [mailto: ]  
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2015 1:18 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO CI 
Subject: Save our horses 
 
Please set aside lands for the wild horses. They are part of our heritage. 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 7:54 AM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY THIS HERD OF HORSES ON YOUR MILITARY BASE 

THANK YOU

For AR 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Karen-Kathy Harris [mailto   
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 7:23 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY THIS HERD OF HORSES ON YOUR MILITARY BASE THANK 
YOU 
 
AUGUST 21, 2015 
US ARMY 
PLEASE LEAVE THIS HERD OF HORSES ALONE;   MANAGE PROPERLY NOT INHUMANELY,,, DO 
NO ANNHILATE, DESTROY...TREAT THESE HORSES AS DESCENDANTS OF HEROES.....  PERHAPS 
A WOUNDED WARRIOR REHABILITATION, HERD CONSERVATORY.L 
THANK YOU 
KAREN HARRIS 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Monday, August 24, 2015 10:44 AM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY THE FT POLK HORSES

ar 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Karen-Kathy Harris [mailto ]  
Sent: Sunday, August 23, 2015 7:12 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY THE FT POLK HORSES 
 
AUGUST 23, 2015 
US ARMY 
FORT POLK 
PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY OR REMOVE THE FORT POLK HORSES.   PLEASE INVESTIGATE THIS 
THOROUGHLY; PROVIDE A MANAGEABLE PLAN FOR PERHAPS A WOUNDED WARRIORS 
REHABILITATION TRAINING CENTER; AN INTERACTIVE PUBLIC CENTER.   THIS HERD IS 
ICONIC 
THANK YOU 
KAREN HARRIS 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2015 11:21 AM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: STOP THE REMOVAL OF THE FORT POLK HORSES

For ar 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Karen-Kathy Harris [mailto   
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2015 7:37 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: STOP THE REMOVAL OF THE FORT POLK HORSES 
 
AUGUST 31, 2015 
US ARMY FORT POLK 
PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY ANNIHILATE OR REMOVE THE HISTORIC HORSE HERD AT FORT 
POLK PLEASE ALLOW PUBLIC INPUT TO SAVE THIS SITUATION THANK YOU KAREN HARRIS 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Tuesday, September 01, 2015 7:42 AM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: Wild horses at Ft Polk

 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: The Design Factory [mailto:   
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2015 3:24 PM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: Wild horses at Ft Polk 
 
With due respect,  
There are avenues to address the concerns due to the horses on your base. These are animals and should  be 
treated humanely. As a person who was raised with horses and cattle I object to the statement that these horses 
cannot be trained. True wild horses are a bit different than those who have been raised domestically, but if they 
cannot be tamed how would you explain that Native Americans were able to not only tame, but also train wild 
horses.  
Surely this statement was made by someone who has no knowledge of horses, please take steps to remove them 
from any decisions dealing with the horses and put someone familiar with livestock in the process.   
I urge you to explore a humane way to deal with these animals.  
It is not their fault they are on a government military base.  
These horses can be captured and they can be tamed and trained.    
Thank you 
Leigh Stevenson 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Tuesday, September 01, 2015 7:44 AM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: SAVE THE FORT POLK HORSES

For ar 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Karen-Kathy Harris [mailto   
Sent: Tuesday, September 01, 2015 6:23 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: SAVE THE FORT POLK HORSES 
 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2015 
PLEASE SAVE THE FORT POLK HORSES TODAY... DO NOT DESTROY OR ANNIHILATE THIS 
ICONIC HERD OF HORSES. 
PLEASE AND THANK YOU 
SINCERELY 
KAREN HARRIS 

 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Friday, September 04, 2015 12:29 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: PLEASE LEAVE THE FORT POLK HORSES ALONE
Attachments: PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY THE FORT POLK HORSES; PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY 

THE FORT POLK HORSES

More from the same lady 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 
Fort Polk/DPW/ENRMD 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Karen-Kathy Harris [mailto ]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2015 7:39 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: PLEASE LEAVE THE FORT POLK HORSES ALONE 
 
SEPT 2, 2015 
PLEASE LEAVE THE FORT POLK HORSES ALONE.   PLEASE ALLOW PUBLIC INPUT WITH 
CONSTRUCTIVE SOLUTIONS. 
THANK YOU 
KAREN HARRIS 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Sent: Friday, September 04, 2015 12:30 PM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Subject: FW: DO NOT REMOVE THE FORT POLK HORSES

ar 
 
Wayne Fariss 
C, Conservation Branch 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Karen-Kathy Harris [mailto   
Sent: Thursday, September 03, 2015 6:23 AM 
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response 
Subject: DO NOT REMOVE THE FORT POLK HORSES 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 3, 2015 
PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE, DESTROY THE FORT POLK HORSES.   PLEASE ALLOW PUBLIC INPUT  
FOR A VIABLE SOLUTION, 
THANK YOU 
KAREN HARRIS 
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Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Karen-Kathy Harris 
Sent: Friday, September 04, 2015 6:57 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY THE FORT POLK HORSES

SEPTEMBER 4, 2015 
US ARMY 
FORT POLK 
PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY, REMOVE THE FORT POLK HORSES.   PLEASE LOOK FOR A VIABLE 
SOLUTION WITH PUBLIC INPUT. 
THANK YOU 
KAREN HARRIS 

 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Karen-Kathy Harris <
Sent: Friday, September 04, 2015 6:57 AM
To: USARMY Ft Polk IMCOM Mailbox PAO Public Response
Subject: PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY THE FORT POLK HORSES

SEPTEMBER 4, 2015 
US ARMY 
FORT POLK 
PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY, REMOVE THE FORT POLK HORSES.   PLEASE LOOK FOR A VIABLE 
SOLUTION WITH PUBLIC INPUT. 
THANK YOU 
KAREN HARRIS 

 



1

Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)

From: Stearns, Scott C CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US)
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 8:06 AM
To: Cedars, Allison M CIV (US)
Cc: Fariss, M W (Wayne) CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US)
Subject: FW: Horses
Signed By:

Public comment  
 
Scott Stearns, APR 
Supervisory Public Affairs Specialist 
Fort Polk, LA 

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Waryas, Shelby R NAF (US)  
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 7:40 AM 
To: Stearns, Scott C CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US) 
Cc: Reischling, Kimberly K CIV USARMY IMCOM (US) 
Subject: Fw: Horses 
 
 
 
Shelby Waryas 
Marketing Chief/Special Events 
Fort Polk, LA 

 
 
I am extremely disappointed , concerned , possibly could say outraged at the idea that ft Polk plans on 
"destroying " the feral horses . These horses were the original Calvary and sustained, protected , served our 
early troops . I plan on contacting every possible avenue and rallying to save these horses - I certainly hope w 
the outrage of Louisiana and American citizens this  will cause the fort Polk to reconsider - I await your 
response - kathleen brazzel 
 
Sent from my iPhone 



Trespass Horse 
Phone Conversation Record  

(please type OR use black or blue ink when filling out record) 
 

Date:  __19 Aug 2015____________________ Time: ____0930_______________ 
 
RE:  __Phone contact with citizen 

Contacter:  Mary Katherine Hamm 

(Phone Number)  _  
 

Voice Mail Transcript: “Good afternoon MAJ Meyer, this is Mary Katherine Hamm I am 
somewhat concerned as to the removal of the Ft Polk Wild Horse herd, as they are descendants 
of the cavalry horses that have served our country and have served our Soldiers. I wish to 
understand why they are being removed and why permits are being issued to remove these 
horses. I appreciate your time  Thank you.” 
 
 

 

Installation Staff Member ___MAJ Dennis Meyer, DPTMS 531-9437________________ 



Trespass Horse 
Phone Conversation Record  

(please type OR use black or blue ink when filling out record) 
 

Date:  __19 Aug 2015____________________ Time: ____1030_______________ 
 
RE:  __Phone contact with citizen 

Contacter:  Herbert Middlebrooks 

(Phone Number)  __  
 
 

Voice Mail Transcript: “My name is Herbert Middlebrooks. I live in Waxahachie Tx, that's 
about 30 miles south of Dallas, I've seen this thing on the internet about the Ft Polk horses, I'd 
like to find out more about it and what I can do to help if anything. My number is              
Please give me a call about it. Thank you so much, have a good day.” 
 
 

 

Installation Staff Member ___MAJ Dennis Meyer, DPTMS 531-9437________________ 



Trespass Horse 
Phone Conversation Record  

(please type OR use black or blue ink when filling out record) 
 

Date:  __19 Aug 2015____________________ Time: ____1100_______________ 
 
RE:  __Phone contact with citizen 

Contacter:  Susan Davis 

(Phone Number)  __  
 

Voice Mail transcript: “Hi my name is Susan Davis and I'm calling because of the horse issue 
you guys have going on down there. I just can't understand what you guys are thinking doing 
that to those animals.  I'm sure there are plenty of people that would like to have them instead 
of, or you know transfer them to another area instead of that area. It's senseless to be killing 
them and open them up for free game. I just can't understand that. I really would, I think it 
would be best to change that so it not such a horrific deal. I mean it is just awful what you guys 
are doing. It would be great if you guys would change it  so you could just transfer them to 
another area or something. I just can't believe you guys are doing that. Anyways, I just wanted 
to let you know my concerns. Thank you, goodbye.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Installation Staff Member ___MAJ Dennis Meyer, DPTMS 531-9437________________ 



Trespass Horse 
Phone Conversation Record  

(please type OR use black or blue ink when filling out record) 
 

Date:  __18 Aug 2015____________________ Time: ____1130_______________ 
 
RE:  __Received voice mail message  

Contacter:  Unknown, female caller did not leave name 

(Phone Number)  __ ______________________ 

 

Questions Posed:  ________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Conversation Notes: Transcript of message: “I am calling about the Ft Polk horses. I have 
just seen the update on letting 50 horses go at a time. Those are all going to go to Kill Buyers, 
guaranteed. There is no way that those horses will not end up in the slaughter pipeline, and for 
horses that helped build this country, it is a horrible, horrible way to treat them. I am protesting 
loudly and will be also be (sic) making a phone call to the President.” 
 

 

Installation Staff Member ___MAJ Dennis Meyer, DPTMS 531-9437________________ 
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Remove 

Lisa Alexander You should start a page for him. There are many of us that would love to follow 

"Hidalgo". There's also the possibility of a reacue horse show in spring for any of the Polk 

horses. There was mention on the other polk horse page. 
Like · Reply · 2 · 14 hours ago 

 
Remove 

AubreyandMelissa Morris On our way home with him 
Like · Reply · 6 · 13 hours ago 

 
Remove 

AubreyandMelissa Morris  

 

 
 

Like · Reply · 2 · 12 hours ago 

 
Remove 

AubreyandMelissa Morris  

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/lisa.alexander.391?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=1505056503124730
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505017866461927&reply_comment_id=1505056503124730&total_comments=11&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R6%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009340528790&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=1505063306457383
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505017866461927&reply_comment_id=1505063306457383&total_comments=11&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R5%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009340528790&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1511985049122831&set=p.1511985049122831&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1511985049122831&set=p.1511985049122831&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=1505074413122939
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505017866461927&reply_comment_id=1505074413122939&total_comments=11&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R4%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009340528790&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1511985075789495&set=p.1511985075789495&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1511985075789495&set=p.1511985075789495&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/lisa.alexander.391?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009340528790&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009340528790&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1511985049122831&set=p.1511985049122831&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009340528790&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1511985075789495&set=p.1511985075789495&type=3
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Like · Reply · 2 · 12 hours ago 

 
Remove 

Will Langley He is in good hands now 
Like · Reply · 1 · 11 hours ago 

 
Remove 

AubreyandMelissa Morris Yes sir I be hunting off him before long Will Langley 
Like · Reply · 1 · 11 hours ago 

 
Remove 

AubreyandMelissa Morris He a little cold back. I know his previous owner 
Like · Reply · 11 hours ago 

 
Remove 

Will Langley Heck yeah have you got on him yet 
Like · Reply · 11 hours ago 

 
Remove 

AubreyandMelissa Morris No. I will tomorrow. I was told he can buck with the best. But only 

does it bout 4 or 5 times 
Like · Reply · 11 hours ago 

 
Remove 

Will Langley You got that lol 
Like · Reply · 1 · 11 hours ago 

 
Remove 

AubreyandMelissa Morris Oh yea lol 
Like · Reply · 1 · 11 hours ago 

 

 
Write a reply... 

 
Remove 

Rae Domingues It's called a circle jerk. 
Like · Reply · 3 · 18 hours ago 

 
Remove 

AubreyandMelissa Morris What's a circle jerk? 
Like · Reply · 17 hours ago 

 
Remove 

https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=1505074419789605
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505017866461927&reply_comment_id=1505074419789605&total_comments=11&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R3%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/will.langley.902?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=1505076099789437
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505017866461927&reply_comment_id=1505076099789437&total_comments=11&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R2%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009340528790&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/will.langley.902?hc_location=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=1505076199789427
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505017866461927&reply_comment_id=1505076199789427&total_comments=11&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R1%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009340528790&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505017866461927&reply_comment_id=1505076286456085&total_comments=11&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R0%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/will.langley.902?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505017866461927&reply_comment_id=1505076453122735&total_comments=11&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009340528790&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505017866461927&reply_comment_id=1505076603122720&total_comments=11&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/will.langley.902?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=1505077333122647
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505017866461927&reply_comment_id=1505077333122647&total_comments=11&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009340528790&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=1505077433122637
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505017866461927&reply_comment_id=1505077433122637&total_comments=11&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/rae.domingues?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=1505019056461808
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505019056461808&offset=0&total_comments=8&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R5%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009340528790&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505028699794177&offset=0&total_comments=8&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R4%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/will.langley.902?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009340528790&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009340528790&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/will.langley.902?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009340528790&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/will.langley.902?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009340528790&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/rae.domingues?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009340528790&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/jennifer.longtine?fref=ufi
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Jennifer Longtine Well, it's good they stated the contract and no coggins etc. I'm glad someone 

here is buying the horse. I need to read the permit contract. Thanks for sharing this. 
Like · Reply · 17 hours ago 

 
Remove 

Kathy Burns Feiffer Prayers for the babies. 
Like · Reply · 1 · 14 hours ago 

 
Remove 

David Grady I turned him loose , Bruce told me you caught him if you have any questions about 

him you can PM me and I'll give you my number 
Like · Reply · 13 hours ago 

 
Remove 

Michele McCormick Glad you have him safe. Sure with handling and miles he'll be a good 

horse. And he's pretty. 
Like · Reply · 10 hours ago 

 
Remove 

Chyanne Jenee Wow so he reduced the price? Just wow that people are supporting Tommy 

Driggers in selling these free horses like the kill buyer he is. In so sick of seeing this crap. So 

sick. Tommy sells good horses to kill buyers.... trained horses. .... people'...See More 
Like · Reply · 5 hours ago 

 

https://www.facebook.com/jennifer.longtine?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505030776460636&offset=0&total_comments=8&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R3%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/kathy.feiffer?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=1505054859791561
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505054859791561&offset=0&total_comments=8&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R2%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/david.grady.5686?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505066029790444&offset=0&total_comments=8&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R1%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/michele.mccormick.777?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505084836455230&offset=0&total_comments=8&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R0%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100004057182146&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/1484973435133037/photos/a.1484975115132869.1073741827.1484973435133037/1505012876462426/?type=3&comment_id=1505125563117824&offset=0&total_comments=8&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/kathy.feiffer?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/david.grady.5686?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/michele.mccormick.777?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100004057182146&fref=ufi
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Environmental Assessment 

for the Elimination of Trespass Horses on Fort Polk, Louisiana  

Public Comments on Draft FNSI and EA. 
 

Some responses are common to many comments.  Rather than repeat these responses many 
times, they are set out below and then referred to thereafter as “Common Response # X.”   

 

Common Response #1 

A number of commenters raised the issue of whether the horses are covered under the Wild 
Free Roaming Horses and Burros Protection Act of 1971 (16 U.S.C. § 1331).   In 2001, the United 
States District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana considered a decision by the Army and 
the Forest Service to capture and remove horses on Fort Polk.  This included both the part of 
Fort Polk controlled by the Army and the part used under a special use permit from the 
Kisatchie National Forest.  The court found that “the Administrative Record supports the 
agencies’ decision that the subject horses are trespass horses that have roamed from adjacent 
ranches and farm areas onto military and Forest Service lands.” [citations omitted].  The court 
continued, “There is no competent, credible evidence that the horses are or were ever “wild 
horses” within the meaning of the Wild Free Roaming Horses and Burros Act, or that the 
Defendants’ decision to remove these horses, as trespass horses, was arbitrary, capricious, an 
abuse of discretion, or otherwise not in accordance with the law.”  In the course of preparation 
of this EA, Fort Polk did not find any additional information that would change the conclusion 
that was reviewed by the court in 2001.   

The Act is also not applicable to this situation because it does not involve lands covered by the 
Act nor horses that primarily reside on lands covered by the Act.  The Act applies to "public 
lands," defined as lands administered by the Secretary of the Interior through the Bureau of 
Land Management or by the Secretary of Agriculture through the Forest Service.  The proposed 
action in this EA is on land controlled by the Army and the horses at issue primarily reside on 
Army controlled land. 

The possibility, raised in comments, that the horses are descended from US Army horses let 
loose on Fort Polk or from horses owned by heritage families (residents who were displaced 
when Fort Polk was established), is not relevant to this issue.  Such horses would not be subject 
to the Wild Free Roaming Horses and Burros Protection Act. 
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Common Response #2 

In the Finding of No Significant Impact, Fort Polk selects Course of Action 7.  The Finding of No 
Significant Impact adjusts Course of Action 7 as follows: 

All 501(c)(3) organizations on the adopter list will be notified rather than just notifying the first 
organization on the list.  The time for a 501(c)(3) organization to respond to the notification 
that horses are available for pickup is extended from 48 hours to three working days.  Removal 
of an organization from the adopter list for failure to meet a deadline in the process will not be 
automatic and will not occur if Fort Polk determines that the organization has presented good 
cause for the failure to meet the deadline.  

Fort Polk will continually reassess the process and modify if required.   

These changes are incorporated by amending the fourth full paragraph in EA §2.3.7 on page 31 
to read:  “When a lot of horses is captured, all organizations on the adopter list will be notified 
of the number of horses available and the first organization on the list will be given three 
working days to notify Fort Polk via email that they will take some or all of the horses.  If an 
adopter organization fails to respond within 3 working days, declines to take all available 
horses, or fails to pick up horses within the 8 day deadline, that organization will be 
permanently removed from the adopter list and not be permitted to be placed on the list in the 
future unless the organization presents good cause for the failure in writing to Fort Polk.  Fort 
Polk will have complete discretion to either leave the organization on the list in its current 
position, move the organization to the bottom of the list or remove the organization from the 
list.  The adopter organization will be responsible for compliance with all applicable laws, 
including but not limited to, disease testing, branding, tattooing or microchipping, ascertaining 
and resolving any ownership issues for horses with existing brands, tattoos or microchipping, 
transporting from Fort Polk and all other requirements pertaining to either adoption and/or 
horse ownership from the time the animal(s) are loaded into the organization’s trailer at Fort 
Polk. A 501(c)(3) organization can elect take some rather than all of the horses available in the 
lot, although this may result in the organization being moved to the bottom of the list or 
removed from the list. Fort Polk will continually reassess the process to determine the 
effectiveness of the process and the timeframes necessary to work with willing 501(c)(3) 
organizations. 

 

Common Response #3 

The Army took into account the possibility, raised in comments, that the horses on Fort Polk 
today are descended from US Army horses let loose on Fort Polk, from horses owned by 
heritage families (residents who were displaced when Fort Polk was established), or from 
horses that were in the area before the establishment of Fort Polk. 
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ID: 1 Name: Donna Goodnight Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Do not get rid of the horses!! It should take a presidential order 
to get rid of these Calvary descendants. You can not prove they 
are feral and the public has demanded you provide space for 
them. 
 

Permitting the horses to remain 
on Fort Polk does not eliminate 
the safety risk and training 
impacts created by their 
presence. 

 

ID: 1a  Name: Donna Goodnight Method: Email 
Comment Response 

You are a disgrace to the country and every war horse and dog. 
Plus soldiers that have had their lives saved because of these 
horses.  In all wars!! 

Thank you for your comment. 

 

ID: 2 Name: Hailey Strother Method: Email 
Comment Response 

How do I submit a request to be placed on the general public list 
for the horses?  
 

If one of the action COAs is 
selected, persons and 
organizations who have 
requested to be placed on a list 
in a comment will be notified 
directly when the list is created 
so they may request to be on the 
list.  In addition, there will be a 
general public notification about 
the list creation to permit any 
other person or organization to 
request to be added to a list. 

 

ID: 3 Name: Kathleen Hayden; Amy Hanchey Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Dear Sirs, 
 
Please accept my comments In accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) FLPMA, and Army regulations  to 
preserve, conserve and protect the Heritage Horse Herd  on Fort 
Polk Military Reservation and the Peason Ridge Military Training 
Area. I have been very personally  active in preserving animals as 
an integral resource on our historic landscapes since 2003. My 
article, Wild Horses Are Cultural Resources, has been accepted 
for publication in the September issue of the NAEP journal 
Environmental Practice.  
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 Please provide me with the consultation results between Fort 
Polk and the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office 
regarding the National Historic Preservation Act Sec 106 
compliance. 
 
It is immaterial that  the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District 
of Louisiana did not find the Wild Free Roaming Horses and 
Burros Protection Act of 1971 applicable.  Did Ft Polk or the Court 
consider the Heritage Herd  as culturally significant object and a 
special status species by operation of law.  See Mt. States v Hodel   
“At the outset, it is important to note that wild horses and burros 
are no less "wild" animals than are the grizzly bears that roam our 
national parks and forests.  In exercising their powers "to 
preserve and regulate the exploitation of an important resource," 
both the state and federal governments have often enacted 
sweeping and comprehensive measures to control activities that 
may adversely  affect wildlife.   
 
Example of culturally significant objects: 
 
In 2003, Earthjustice,(EJ) on behalf of U.S. and Japanese 
environmental groups and Okinawan citizens, challenged the 
United States Department of Defense’s failure to properly 
consider the impacts of the base on the dugong. EJ achieved the 
first ever application of a section of the National Historical 
Preservation Act that requires the government to consider harms 
to culturally significant objects when acting overseas as well as in 
the US, including military bases. In 2008, a federal judge in 
California determined that the National Historical Preservation 
Act does indeed apply to the Department of Defense’s actions in 
Japan, and the Department of Defense must therefore consider 
the impacts of the base on the dugong. 
 
 Please provide me with the steps Ft Polk has taken in regards to 
other wildlife that remain on the training landscape. 
 
Please describe the alleged  safety conflict  that wildlife poses 
with training activities that is unacceptable for troops and Army 
equipment,    
 
Please provide me with the “ wide range of alternatives”  
regarding the preservation of this heritage on its historic 
landscape at Ft Polk; a heritage that  is so cherished by the 
American Public, This of course includes the military, wounded 
warriors and veterans.  
 

36 C.F.R. §800.3(a)(1) states “If 
the undertaking is a type of 
activity that does not have the 
potential to cause effects on 
historic properties, assuming 
such historic properties were 
present, the agency official has 
no further obligations under 
section 106 or this part.” It is Fort 
Polk’s determination that the 
actions proposed does not have 
the potential to cause effect to 
historic properties. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No wildlife poses the same safety 
risk or training impacts. 
 
 
 
 
 
See §1.2 of the EA. 
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 Is it necessary and imperative to consider the Ft Polk herd as a 
wildlife cultural resource since the analysis process will identify 
and, evaluate effects of the proposed actions on those resources, 
determine alternative implementation methods, and, if 
necessary, recommend mitigation measures.  
 
Are there sufficient volunteers to manage  programs that will 
benefit the base and the community i.e.  Programs may include 
culling the herd for adoption, training  and equine therapy or 
initiate 4H and FFA programs. 
 
Thank you for careful consideration of these issues, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
See §2.2 of the EA. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ID: 4 Name: angela carmouche Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I would like to offer home to diplaced foals my name is angela 
carmouche 

If one of the action COAs is 
selected, persons and 
organizations who have 
requested to be placed on a list 
in a comment will be notified 
directly when the list is created 
so they may request to be on the 
list.  In addition, there will be a 
general public notification about 
the list creation to permit any 
other person or organization to 
request to be added to a list 

 

ID: 5 Name: Nancy Karr Sharmer Method: Email 
Comment Response 

What is wrong with you people? Have you no respect or concern 
for living creatures who lived in that area for over 100 years? I am 
very against your plan to “get rid of” of horses living in that area. 
Surely there is something you can do other than letting kill buyers 
have them to send them to slaughter, an abhorrent death. My 
father was a military man, retiring as a Major in the US Army, and 
he would be devastated and angry about this. I am 100% against 
it. 
 

501c(3) Animal welfare groups 
will have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  Private 
individuals may also be placed on 
a list for the giveaway step of the 
COA list to receive horses and 
thus, ensure the treatment of 
those horses thereafter. 
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ID: 6 Name: Janet Cavallo Method: Email 
Comment Response 

It is my belief that the window of time for each of the 3-step 
process should be increased.  
only 10 days for animal welfare groups - increase it 
only 7 days for interested general public on list - increase it 
then the sale barn 
Needs more time so the horses are obtained by caring people -- 
not kill buyers. 
Please do right by these wonderful horses. 
 

See common response #2. 
 
Fort Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
potential animal welfare 
groups/general public and 
balance those against the need 
to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the horses.  
Fort Polk believes that the 
limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures the 
time frames for each step are 
adequate. 

 

ID: 7 Name: Deborah Plummer Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I have been a "horse-person" almost all my life and reading the 
story about you "getting rid of" these historical horses is almost 
too much for me bear, as I think about the pain and sorrow they 
must feel as they lose the only home they have known .. much like 
the people feel who are being bombed by us in Iraq, Syria, Yemen, 
and much of the Middle East. 
 
Surely, you / the American military can think of alternative ideas to 
care for our American Horses, who have been lived in the Kisatchie 
National Forest in Louisiana, longer than you have been located 
there.  Please stop harming them intentionally, selling them for 
meat products in Mexico, and other derisive tactics .. these are 
American historical animals, just like our American Bison. 
 
I know there are organizations who have reached out to you to 
offer assistance (PEGA), please listen / take their offer and/or 
provide sanctuary.  
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Take care ... peace 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fort Polk is not intentionally 
harming the horses and will not 
designate any horse to be sold 
for meat products in Mexico. 
 
 
 
 
All comments are being 
reviewed and considered before 
any final decisions are made. 
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ID: 8 Name: Mickey Swaboda Method: 
Comment Response 

How can a person adopt one or 2 of these horses?  
Please advise.  
Email- <redacted>@gmail.com 

If the proposed COA is 
executed, persons and 
organizations indicating a 
desire to be placed on the list 
via a comment will be notified 
when the list is created and 
there will also be a public 
notification about the list 
creation. 

 

ID: 9 Name: Audra Rouse Method: Email 
Comment Response 

As a Louisiana citizen I am strongly opposed to removing the horses 
from the woods of Leesville. The horses are not "trespassing." That 
is their home. I would expect the skilled members of the U. S. Army 
to be able to adapt to having a few horses around 

Thank you for your comment. 

 

ID: 10 Name: NOT PROVIDED Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please do not sell horses for slaughter. Why don't your service 
personnel round them up and deliver to santurary 

Fort Polk will not designate any 
horse be sold for slaughter.   
 
The potential relocation of the 
entire heard to an alternate 
location is a potential result of 
several of the considered COAs. 

 

ID: 11 Name: Ola Ayers Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Thank you for considering rescues first. There are other options to 
consider such as sterilization as recommended by LSU AND HSUS.  
The majority of those horses are military heritage horses and 
horses that belonged to the settlers of the land and should remain 
part of culture and Louisiana heritage. 

Sterilization will remain an 
option if the “no action” (COA 
1) is selected.    However, 
sterilization will not be 
effective to eliminate the herd 
due to continued release of 
horses into the herd by horse 
owners.  Thus, sterilization will 
not eliminate the safety risk 
and training impacts that 
create the need for this action. 
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ID: 12 Name: Kristin Thibodeaux; Lisa Tyrrell Ehrett 
 

Method: Email 

Comment Response 

Please do not remove these beautiful wild horses from their home.  
Even though the process outlined in the article does show an effort 
to first find good homes for these animals, if sold to a sale barn, 
they may end up in slaughter.  These animals deserve our 
compassion and protection. 

Horses will be sent to the sale 
barn only if 501c(3) 
organizations and members of 
the general public do not take 
the horses when offered to 
them. 

 

ID: 13 Name: Denise Carlson Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please consider neutering these animals as opposed to ANY other 
options! 

Sterilization will remain an 
option if the “no action” (COA 
1) is selected.    However, 
sterilization will not be 
effective to eliminate the herd 
due to continued release of 
horses into the herd by horse 
owners.  Thus, sterilization will 
not eliminate the safety risk 
and training impacts that 
create the need for this action. 

 

ID: 14 Name: James Riopelle MD Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Thank you for including in your plan for the disposition of the 
wild horses living on Fort Polk an option for animal welfare 
agencies to come into the Fort and capture these horses.   
 
 Unfortunately, the 30-day window is far too short for most 
such groups to take advantage of this opportunity to save 
these animals. 
  
Considering that (to my knowledge) 
 
*         there have been no injuries due to the presence of 
these horses and  
 
*         this problem has been under consideration for years 
 

Fort Polk will capture the 
horses for the animal welfare 
groups. 
 
See common response #2. 
 
Fort Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
potential animal welfare 
groups/general public and 
balance those against the need 
to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the 
horses.  Fort Polk believes that 
the limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures 
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I respectfully request that the 30-day window be extended to at 
least 6 months, preferably a year. 

the time frames for each step 
are adequate. 
 
Since COA 2 and 7, which are 
the COAs with a 30 day 
timeline, contemplate only 
small bands of horses (10-30 
horses) will be cycled through 
at a time, changing the 30 day 
window to 6 -12 months would 
mean that it would take 12-23 
years to remove 700 horses.  
Herd growth would likely 
outpace removal efforts.  Also, 
taking such a long time to 
remove the horses 
inadequately addresses the 
safety risks and training 
impacts. 

 

ID: 14a Name: James Riopelle MD Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Considering that getting rid of the Fort Polk Horses is not an 
emergency, I believe that humane groups should be given a year to 
make their plans to rescue these animals. 

See response to comment 14. 

 

ID: 15 Name: Danielle Simmons Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please let me now as soon as the horses are available to the public I 
would be very interested in giving a good home to one or two of 
these horses I have knowledge of horses and live on an 80-acre 
horse farm so the horses will be well cared for 

If one of the action COAs is 
selected, persons and 
organizations who have 
requested to be placed on a list 
in a comment will be notified 
directly when the list is created 
so they may request to be on 
the list.  In addition, there will 
be a general public notification 
about the list creation to 
permit any other person or 
organization to request to be 
added to a list. 
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ID: 16 Name: Judy Berube Method: 
Comment Response 

I am writing to urge you not to remove the horses from Fort 
Polk until absolute safe havens can be found for them. Letting 
them go randomly to buyers will result in their being bought 
up by kill buyers and sent to slaughter. These National 
Treasures deserve much better.  
  
The history and success of America's Army was born and flourished 
on the strong backs of our beloved horses. Give them the 
protection they so well deserve. If not the Army to protect them, 
then who. 

501c(3) animal welfare groups 
will have the ability to obtain 
the horses first and ensure 
they are sent to a home 
acceptable to those 
organizations. 

 

ID: 17 Name: Holly Hoffman Method: Email 
Comment Response 

The horses you have on base and in your vicinity are there because 
they are the descendants of the horses that served their country, 
risking their lives in battle against gatling guns, mustard gas, cannon 
bombardments, deadly cold, starvation, and all the hells of war.  
Think of them when you interact with regard to their families.  In 
the past, my blessing on all horse people has been "may you be 
treated as well as your horse".  My blessings stand with God's help 
and do play out in our earthly world.  Please don't turn this into a 
curse.  The righteous man cares for the life of his animal 

Please see Common Response 
#3 and EA §3.1 regarding the 
origins of the horses. 

 

ID: 18 Name: Mitzi Frank Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I am concerned for the welfare of these wild horses. There have 
been documented reports of them being rounded up for months.  I 
would like to see a list of how many have been removed from the 
training area and where they have been sent. I also have been 
informed that some may have been sterilized: if this has happened, 
then I would also like to see information regarding the procedures 
and outcomes of these horses. 
 
It would seem that a 3 year plan as involved as this would be very 
expensive and time consuming. Wouldn't it make more sense to 
fence the area for training. Most military installations and areas I 
have seen were completely fenced. This would allow for the horses 
to remain in the area around the fort and also in the forest areas. 

Fort Polk is aware of the 
rumors regarding the removal 
of all or a significant 
percentage of the horses at 
Fort Polk.  Fort Polk has not 
rounded up or removed any 
horses since the 1990’s.   
 
A sterilization/contraceptive 
program is underway.  At this 
time, stallions are not being 
sterilized and a contraceptive is 
being applied to mares via a 
dart.  The program is being 
administered by the Louisiana 
State University Agriculture 
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Center.  No results of the 
program are available at this 
time. 
 
Please see EA §2.2.5 regarding 
fencing. 

 

ID: 18a Name:  Mitzi Frank Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Equines were loosed when heritage families left after their farms 
and land were taken for Camp Polk's military training use in the 
1930s. Hundreds of horses, along with mules that belonged to 
heritage families and civilians were pressed into service at Camp 
Polk, because of the shortage of regulation cavalry horses. These 
local horses were used as remounts, but they never got the credit 
they deserved for their role at Camp Polk. While they were not 
official regulation military cavalry horses, they served beside 
thousands of other horses and mules in military training maneuvers 
on over 10,000 acres of harvested timber land. In doing so, they too 
helped over 60,000 troops prepare for their training during WWI 
and WWII eras. Unlike some cavalry horses that were retired at Fort 
Riley, Kansas, some were loosed when the army no longer had use 
for them.  
 
PEGA (Pegasus Equine Guardian Association) and other advocates 
such as myself would like to see the horses remain as free- roaming 
and possibly be relocated to another area of Kisatchie National 
Forest. PEGA and several groups working together with the army 
and KNF, could serve as a resource to help humanely manage 
animals that truly are in need of care or adoption, through the use 
of low stress livestock handling techniques, wherever human 
intervention is actually needed. There are low stress livestock 
handling techniques that go "with" the animals' natural behavior 
instead of extreme fear or any kind pain or force. 

See common response #3. 
 
There is no credible evidence 
that hundreds of horses were 
left by families whose land was 
purchased during the creation 
of Camp Polk in the 1940’s and 
used by the Army because of a 
shortage of Army horses. 
 
 
See EA § 3.1 
 
 
 
Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
Fort Polk does not have the 
authority to relocate the horses 
to land not owned and 
controlled by the Department 
of Defense.  Further, relocating 
the horses to adjoining areas of 
Kisatchie will not prevent the 
horses from returning to Fort 
Polk.   

 

ID: 19 Name: Christina Perez Method: Email 
Comment Response 

     I implore you to reconsider the removal of the wild horses. I am 
an avid military supported with having a Son, Father & Brother all 

The proposed COA provides 
ample opportunity for 501c(3) 
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serve in the Army. As an American citizen I'm sure we both share 
concerns for the issues facing America. I fear that as a nation we 
are making decisions that will end in serious repercussions for 
future generations. Resources will not be increasing for our future 
and our population continues to increase, but we must remain 
vigilant in the preservation of American treasures such as our wild 
horses! Please, the slaughter pipline is a horrific fate for a horse! If 
you have not seen videos of the terrible treatment of these 
innocent animals I beg you to watch and see for yourself. Horses go 
without food,water & are brutally tortured for days on end before 
meeting an unethical end. Its common for pregnant mares to 
deliver their babies en route and these babies to die along the way. 
No animal should be treated this way. We as human beings have 
been tasked with taking care of God creatures. I worry for the 
legacy we are leaving our future generations. Please reconsider the 
decision to remove these majestic horses. The horse community 
will support you!! 

animal welfare organizations 
and members of the “horse 
community” to acquire the 
horses and control their use 
thereafter. 

 

ID: 20 Name: Kathrine Jenkins Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I read with great dismay about your wanting these horses removed 
for fear they would interfere with your military training areas.  
These wild horses (your original description of them) have been in 
this area since the early 1900’s. You have only been in the area 
since the 1930’s! 
These wild horses have been used to log, build railroads, fight wars, 
for training of soldiers and personal enjoyment of watching them in 
their natural state and now you demean these wild horses by 
calling them trespass animals. These wild horses belong in this 
area!  
  
Please reconsider your desire to eliminate these wild horses. They 
do not belong in a truck headed to Mexico for inhumane slaughter! 

Thank you for your comment. 
 
See common response #3 and 
EA §3.1 regarding the origins of 
the horses. 

 

ID: 21 Name: Liz Bragdon Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I've been following the story of the Kisatchie horses. As a Louisiana 
resident and conservationist, I am respectfully asking that you do 
not cull or sell the herd or give them away, but allow them to 
continue to roam free as part of our heritage, to preserve the 
beauty and wildness of our flora and fauna, and to prevent their 
inhumane (or "humane") and completely wasteful, unnecessary 
slaughter. They should not be removed by the army or other agents 
for any purpose. The army and local agencies are, we would hope, 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
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smart and capable enough of developing a plan that meets the 
needs of all parties - horse, army & local residents - and allows the 
horses to live free of harm from any agency, public or private. 

 

ID: 22 Name:  Renee Stringer Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I wanted to share my thoughts about the current situation as listed 
above. I am respectfully requesting that there be a program 
developed that includes the military and civilian participants to 
form a committee to address the issue with one common goal in 
mind, unity and a corporate decision to help the horses and 
alleviate any dangerous situations that would affect the military or 
the horses.  
 
I do believe with the cooperation of the military and the civilian 
individual that are willing to shoulder the responsibility of working 
toward a common goal, there will be an effective solution.  
 
Please don't euthanize the horses, please remember that some of 
them may have a direct lineage to the original United States Army 
Horses and that alone has great impact in my opinion.  
 
Please don't let bureaucracy impede a solution that could eliminate 
any negative actions or ideas and be one of the most positive 
actions that has come forth in current stateside American Military 
History. We need your help, the horses need your help and as of 
now, you and I are the only voices that can speak on their behalf.  
 
Their ancestors served our Great Country, my ancestors served in 
the military in our Great Country and now you serve and for that I 
am most proud and thankful to you for your service.  
 
I am also a life time member of the Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars and do my best to serve our Veterans. I believe my 
duty is to help these horses as some of their ancestors were 
Veterans of Foreign Wars as well.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this correspondence and I 
thank you again for your service to Our Great Country.  
 
I remain a respectful and thankful citizen, 

“Although the Army has not 
established a committee along 
the lines suggested, full 
cooperation with 501c(3) 
organizations has been 
incorporated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Euthanization of healthy horses 
was considered and is part of 
several of the COAs analyzed.  
However, euthanization is not 
an option under COA 7 which 
was identified as the potential 
COA to be selected.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See common response #3 and 
EA §3.1 regarding the origins of 
the horses 

 

 

 



Environmental Assessment for the Elimination of Trespass Horses on Fort Polk, Louisiana 

Appendix G - Comments on Draft FNSI and EA Page 15 of 193 

 

ID: 23 Name: DeAnna Erdelen Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I implore you to not be heartless and ship these intelligent, loving 
animals to slaughter. Why does it seem appropriate to just destroy 
living beings that are in your way when they are of no use to you?!  
 
They belong on that land and killing them off will destroy what little 
remaining wild horses we have in this country. Have a heart, be 
kind and think of the bigger picture.  
 
These horses are not just some bit of dust to be swept up and 
thrown in the trash. 

Euthanization of healthy horses 
was considered and is part of 
several of the COAs analyzed.  
However, euthanization is not 
an option under COA 7 which 
was identified as the potential 
COA to be selected.  Fort Polk 
will not designate any horse for 
shipment to slaughter. 

 

ID: 24 Name: Kathy Murley Walton Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing to plead on behalf of the horses at Fort Polk and 
Kisatchie National Forest Louisiana. These horses deserve to live 
and roam freely at Fort Polk and the Kisatchie National Forest in 
Louisiana. We are losing our heritage and these horses should have 
an opportunity to be used to help the community and state.  These 
animals have roamed freely and now their lives are being 
endangered. Surely there is a way that these animals could be 
trained and used for the military or for a purpose. They do not 
deserve to be destroyed.  If there is any message or letter that 
might help keep these horses from being destroyed, then I am 
more than willing to give my support. I may be reached at p.o. box 
<redacted>.  My email <redacted>@aol.com.  Please take a stand 
and keep our horses from being treated inhumanely and destroyed. 

Euthanization of healthy horses 
was considered and is part of 
several of the COAs analyzed.  
However, euthanization is not 
an option under COA 7 which 
was identified as the potential 
COA to be selected. 
 
See EA §2.2 regarding efforts to 
locate an entity to train the 
horses for a use. 

 

ID: 25 Name: Mary McNichols, Ph.D. Method: Email 
Comment Response 

You may or may not know that the American people revere our 
wild horses as symbols of what is best about our country.  You may 
or may not know that over eighty percent of Americans are 
adamantly opposed to horse slaughter.  Regardless, understand 
that Americans DO NOT want the horse herds in Fort Pos and 
Kisatchie National Forest, LA eradicated. 

Thank you for your comment. 

 

ID: 26 Name: Michelle Newmark Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I'm writing to express my great displeasure with the proposed 
measures involving wild horses. The bottom line is, the horses were 
there before the training facility. The Bureau of Land Management 

Thank you for your comment. 
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has already declared war on wild horses, we don't need other 
agencies to do this as well. These horses do not need to end up in 
the hands of for-slaughter buyers. If this is absolutely going to 
happen, people must go above and beyond to ensure every last one 
of them is moved to a safe place where they can enjoy the rest of 
their lives. Humans have no business interfering with wild 
creatures, we do enough of that every single day. I advise all 
involved to avoid contributing to the destruction of nature as a 
whole, which removing these horses will inevitably do. 

 

ID: 27 Name: Anita Smith Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please leave the historic horses to live out their lives.  They are a 
piece of history and can not be replaced. 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
See common response #3 and 
EA §3.1 regarding the origins of 
the horses. 

 

ID: 28 Name: Puller Lanigan Method: Email 
Comment Response 

It has come to my attention that there are plans in place to remove 
all of the 'Ft. Polk-Kisatchie wild horses' from military property and 
dispose of them at auction or directly to kill buyers. I am totally 
dismayed over this plan set forth by General McGuire. I almost 
must question his allegiance to the Army. The Army - based initially 
on cavalry to move anywhere and accomplish any great deed on 
the U.S. behalf. It wan't a Navy cavalry, or a Marine cavalry or an Air 
Force cavalry - it was an ARMY cavalry.  
 
He must have slept through that history class. 
 
While I realize these are not the horses of earlier cavalry units, as 
Ft. Polk was only built in 1941, still, 'Until 1939, the Army had 
mostly been an infantry force with supporting artillery, engineer, 
and cavalry units. Few units had been motorized or mechanized. As 
U.S. involvement in World War II became more likely, the Army 
recognized the need to modernize the service. But it also needed 
large-scale maneuvers to test a fast-growing, inexperienced force. 
That is where Fort Polk and the Louisiana Maneuvers came in.'   
 

See EA §2.3.7 and the Draft 
FNSI for the actual plan which 
provides 501c(3) animal 
welfare groups the first 
opportunity to acquire the 
horses. 
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Horses were still part of the military and it seems that these horses 
were dealt with charitably at that time and allowed to live out their 
lives on the military reservation and adjacent Forest Service land 
when cavalry units were mechanized.   
 
The descendants of these horses made history along with former 
Army recruits and officers of Ft. Polk.  
'There are literally thousands of stories that have come from the 
local folks throughout Louisiana concerning the Great Louisiana 
Maneuvers. Even today, when visiting with the old timers, just 
sitting on the porch drinking coffee with them, in variably the 
conversation will come up about the Louisiana Maneuvers. The 
rural inhabitants of this section of Louisiana could not comprehend 
the vast number of troops and vehicles that invaded them during 
the maneuvers. One thing they all remember is the magnificent 
cavalry horses that were used by the mounted units and the big 
Missouri mules used by the field artillery units. . . .One of the 
greatest feats that was actually accomplished during the Louisiana 
Maneuvers was made by the U.S. Cavalry. During the night of 
September 18 and early morning of September 19, 1941, the 1st 
Cavalry Division, attached to the blue Army, swam their mounts 
and brought over scout and reconnaissance vehicles near 
Pendleton Ferry on the Sabine River. As General George Patton's 
2nd Armored Division, assigned to the Red Army, retreated from 
Many, La. north through Zwolle, La., the 1st Cavalry attacked 
Patton's blocking force comprised of the 2nd Cavalry Division. At 
Zwolle, the last cavalry versus cavalry battle fought by the United 
States Cavalry began. Surprised by the 1st Cavalry the Red Army 
units had several tanks captured at Zwolle, but of utmost 
importance, the cavalry troopers of the 1st Cavalry captured the 
depot and railhead located there. There at the railhead were great 
piles of much needed supplies. This cavalry battle raged all over the 
town of Zwolle. General Patton and his 2nd Armored were between 
Zwolle and Converse and had to turn around and counterattack the 
1st Cavalry. Patton's tanks finally stopped the advance by the 
mounted cavalry troopers of the 1st Cavalry just north of Zwolle. 
When General Headquarters reviewed this battle, they were 
fascinated by the fact that the mounted cavalry troopers had 
forded and swam the Sabine River at midnight as they began their 
plan of attack on Zwolle. Just think, there were thousands of cavalry 
mounts and cavalry troopers who swam the river at night! And not 
a man, horse, or vehicle was lost in this event! This was the greatest 
feat according to GHQ of the whole Louisiana Maneuvers. . . As the 
maneuvers ended, many officers and non-commissioned officers 
were ordered to the Philippines. They arrived only weeks before 
the Japanese attacked the islands. These men were assigned to the 

 
 
 
 
 
Please see common response 
#2 and EA §3.1 regarding the 
origins of the horses. 
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26th Cavalry, known as the Philippine Scouts. These men of the 
26th Cavalry and their Filipino cavalry troopers, fought in the last 
cavalry charge in the history of the United States Cavalry as they 
stopped the Japanese tanks attacking the American-Filipino army 
units retreating onto Bataan. They held against the Japanese tanks 
but were decimated in doing so. And sadly the survivors retreated 
onto Bataan and one of the last food sources for the starving troops 
was the prized cavalry horses of the 26th Cavalry.' 
 
'By the end of the Louisiana Maneuvers, the beloved cavalry 
mounts were being traded for mechanized vehicles. To the 
cavalryman, his mount was more dependable than a motor vehicle. 
A veteran cavalryman could saddle and place his equipment on his 
mount and be in formation in less than 3 ½ minutes. The mounted 
units of the U.S. Army had performed magnificently during the 
maneuvers but were being displaced by the fast mechanized units. 
The field artillery had big, strong Missouri mules used as pack 
transport; after being unloaded, the artillerymen then used the 
mules as mounts until they were needed again to transport cargo. 
There is still a large wild horse herd on Peason Ridge Military 
Reservation. As you view these wild horses, you can see the blood 
lines of the cavalry horses of World War II in them. Many of the 
cavalry mounts, sick or lame, along with some who escaped, mixed 
with the wild horses roaming the Peason area and their 
descendants still roam freely throughout the area.'  
(http://www.sfasu.edu/heritagecenter/9246.asp)   
 
Please consider a less brutal and harsh end to the Ft. Polk horses. In 
an effort to curtail the number of horses, might I suggest you 
consider working with advocates on rehoming younger horses, 
utilizing PZP on the mares and possibly gelding of some of the 
stallions. That way, the older and wilder population can live out 
their lives on the land whose descendants have lived there for over 
70 years. Individuals can adopt a piece of history. Truly, these 
horses should be protected - at the very least, by the Army whom 
they served - and cherished for their contributions to the Army and 
the U.S. in making us who we are today. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ID: 29 Name: Lori Rogers Method: Email 
Comment Response 

My name is Lori Rogers. I am writing you concerning the large 
population of horses at Fort Polk, LA. 

See EA §2.2 regarding efforts to 
locate an entity to take the 
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Horses help with certain Therapy for children with Disabilities for 
one. My daughter was born Autistic.  
When she five her muscles were drawing up where she was having 
a hard time walking. And her Doctor recommended the I put her in 
Therapeutic Horse Riding. This helped her in every way possible.  
She soon began to walk straight again, her mental health was 
better. She has now graduated from high school and  still talks 
about "Star" the beautiful horse.   I would love some horses to go 
to places like the above place. 
      
 Another idea, you could give them to loving homes for people with 
disabled children-adults. I know of at least three people right off 
that would love that , us being one of them. 
 
 You could also sale them for a small or large donation to be made 
to our troops. 
 
If you decide to give away or sell for a decent price, I would love to 
get one for my autistic daughter  for her upcoming Birthday. We 
have 40 beautiful acres and would love to take care of some horses 
needing a place to call home. 
 
Thank you for your time, 

horses for use a therapy 
animals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If one of the action COAs is 
selected, persons and 
organizations who have 
requested to be placed on a list 
in a comment will be notified 
directly when the list is created 
so they may request to be on 
the list.  In addition, there will 
be a general public notification 
about the list creation to 
permit any other person or 
organization to request to be 
added to a list. 

 

ID: 30 Name: Sullivan Fontenot Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please contact me about placement of horses. I'm interested in 
getting some. My phone number is <redacted>Sullivan Fontenot. 

If one of the action COAs is 
selected, persons and 
organizations who have 
requested to be placed on a list 
in a comment will be notified 
directly when the list is created 
so they may request to be on 
the list.  In addition, there will 
be a general public notification 
about the list creation to 
permit any other person or 
organization to request to be 
added to a list. 
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ID: 31 Name: Billie Norman Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I commend the decision to remove these horses from this area. 
They are a danger and nuisance. Groups that oppose this removal 
are insisting they are descendants of cavalry horses. This is not true. 
Most are recent released horses and are not a  "historical herd". 
They are a road hazard to drivers and destructive to private land. 
Thank you for not giving in to those that think they are harmless 
"pets". 

Thank you for your comment. 

 

ID: 32 Name: Martin Blake Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I remember seeing the "Wild Horses" about 2009. It was exciting 
and surprising for us soldiers, after having the same old 
environment and training monotony going on day after day. Save 
the Horses!!! 

Thank you for your comment. 

 

ID: 32a Name: Martin Blake Method: Email 
Comment Response 

The "Wild Horses" are players in a real world scenario. It's 
comforting and reassuring to know that although far from home, 
soldiers on Training Excerises at Peason Ridge Location still remain 
on Planet Earth in a wild environment. It's helpful to catch a 
glimpse of life that's not a scheduled part of the Commander's 
Programmed Training plan. 
Please Keep the Horses 

Thank you for your comment. 
 

 

ID: 33 Name: Bobbi Baskerville Method: Email 
Comment Response 

why after all the years these horses have been on property would 
someone make the decision now to call them trespass horses and 
do whatever it takes to get rid of them...   the horses have adapted 
to and learned how to survive on little yet contribute so much to 
the ecosystem 'of the land... 
 
it appears that all across america there is a silent push to rid the 
entire country of all and any wild horse....which is wrong in so many  
ways...   the horses have done nothing to earn this badge of 
dishonor from fort polk, yet has given so much to the area....all of 
which will only become clear once they are gone... 
 
and when they are gone, that's permanent...      please reconsider 
this tragic decision 

The term “trespass” comes 
from a 2002 decision by the 
United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Louisiana 
which determined that the 
horses were not “wild” but 
rather trespass livestock.  That 
trial court ruling was affirmed 
by the United States Court of 
Appeals for the 5th Circuit. 
 
As noted in EA §1.2, the 
continued increase in the 
number of intrusions into the 
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cantonment area and the 
overall increase in herd size 
reflected in EA §3.1 has raised 
safety issues to a critical 
concern. 

 

ID: 34 Name: Ellen Geismar Method: Email 
Comment Response 

In reference to the removal of the wild horses from Fort Polk 
training facility: 
 
I am requesting that you leave the wild horses on your training 
training facility be...Surely  a real world situation would include 
animals roaming about, unless it is a city, however,  then you would 
not be training out where horses can roam anyway. 
The horses have been there for years and there are fewer and 
fewer places where they are able to roam..Do we have to get rid of 
everything that causes an inconvenience????   
 
And giving them 17 days to be rescued by interested parties before 
they are sent to a sale barn??? which means a kill pen, which 
means a quick trip to a slaughter house..since these are wild 
horses.. they have no chance of being adopted..they probably wont 
even show them to the public, just a back room deal with a kill 
buyer and off they go...unless you planned on giving them to a kill 
buyer all along.. 
 
If you dont want the inconvenience of of wild animals on your army 
base, I think you should be responsible for relocating the horses to 
another Army facility or another piece of property  where they can 
roam free...and where they will not interfere with your plans...or 
reconsider your decision to relocate these horses. 
Please dont be so condescending to the public by  giving a bunch 
BROKE 501 rescues 7 days to claim the horses..Just doing that so 
you can say "we gave the rescues the first opportunity to claim 
these horses" . You and I know that is just a way of putting the 
blame on the rescues... If you really want the rescues to take on 
these horses, then you should be financially responsible for them, I 
know the Army has a lot more money than these rescues and I 
certainly would love it if some of my tax dollars went to saving 
something rather than destroying something for a change... 
 
If you insist on removing these horses in the manner you have 
specified...I am sure you know the ultimate fate of the horses will 
be slaughter... 

 
 
 
Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
While JRTC and Fort Polk 
attempts to simulate training in 
a realistic manner as possible, 
the presence of the horses 
presents an unacceptable level 
of risk for minimal benefit. 
 
See common response #2.  The 
proposed plan does not require 
all of the horses to be removed 
within 17 days.  The horses will 
be cycled through the process 
in small lots to permit the best 
opportunity for all parties to 
act. 
 
Relocating to another Army 
facility would create the same 
training and safety problems at 
any other installation. 
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ID: 35 Name: Toni Leo Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing regarding the disposition of the Ft. Polk horses.  I urge 
you to work exclusively with 501c3 nonprofit rescue groups to place 
these horses.  During the last wave of horse removals it was clear 
that kill buyers were permitted to take horses and sell them to 
slaughter.  While this may be of little care to the Army, out of 
respect for the majority of horses there who are decendents of 
Army horse from many years ago, please take the humane route 
with placement of these animals. 

501c(3) organizations will have 
the opportunity to acquire 
100% of the horses. 
 
Please see common response 
#3 and EA §3.1 regarding the 
origins of the horses. 

 

ID: 36 Name: Shawne Cline Method: Email 
Comment Response 

My father is a retired Air Force Lt. Col.  I love my country and 
appreciate our troops and our freedoms. 
 
Please have compassion for the Fort Polk and Kisatchie National 
Forest Horses.  Horses have also served our country, especially in 
the Army, and deserve a place to be free, too. 
 
Please leave as many of the horses as possible free.  If they can't all 
remain free, please prevent them from being taken to slaughter.  
God never intended for humans to eat horses, besides the fact that 
it is such a betrayal to the animals who helped make our country 
what it is today. 
 
Thank you for your service and consideration of public comments. 

Thank you for your comment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See common response #3 and 
EA §3.1 regarding the origins of 
the horses. 
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ID: 36b Name: Shawn Cline Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please leave the horses alone.  Horses helped make our country 
free and great.  They deserve freedom. 

See response to comment #36. 

 

ID: 36a Name: Shawn Cline Method: Letter 
Comment Response 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
also be placed on the list to 
receive horses and thus, 
ensure the treatment of those 
horses thereafter. 
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ID: 37 Name: Annette Ancel-Wisner Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing to ask you to please save the historic wild horse herds 
at Fort Polk and the Kisatchie National Forest. These horses have 
freely roamed the area since before WWI.  Please continue to refer 
to them as you historically have--wild--so that they may continue to 
be protected under the Federal Wild Horse and Burro Protection 
Act. General McGuire was wrong to try to declare them as trespass 
horses. The 100,000 acres of forestland owned by the army should 
be more than enough space for them and you and to my knowledge 
there has been no reported incidents regarding training accidents 
and the horses.  
 
Eyewitnesses have reported that Army representatives have 
historically allowed the horses to be captured and sold at auction 
and/or shipped for slaughter. On site reports have indicated a 
reduction in the number of horses in the area. Any attempts to 
capture and sell them (for slaughter) would be a violation of state 
and federal regulations. As with all wild horses in the United States, 
it is important to preserve their unique genetics and for future 
generations to be able to enjoy them.  
 
It is important that Army officials comply with the FOIA requests 
that have been made regarding the wild horses and that Army 
spokespersons are fully transparent with requested information.   
 
There has been a report that the Army rounded up many of the 
horses to be sterilized, which is not an appropriate alternative for 
horses living in the wild. Along with serious concerns over humane 
treatment during such procedures in non-sterile settings, gene 
pools and hormonal instinctual behaviors that wild-living equines 
depend on for their very survival and natural selection are 
significantly altered when stallions are gelded or mares are spayed 
or sterilized. There is also speculation some horses may have been 
destroyed. Concerned citizens are wondering what is really going 
on and they want answers. 
 
Advocates want to see the horses remain as free-roaming and 
possibly be relocated to another area of Kisatchie National Forest. 
PEGA and several others working together with the Army and KNF, 
could serve as a resource to help humanely manage animals that 
truly are in need of care or adoption, through the use of low stress 
livestock handling techniques, wherever human intervention is 
actually needed. 
 

BG McGuire did not declare the 
horses to be trespass horses.  
The term “trespass” comes 
from a 2002 decision by the 
United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Louisiana 
which determined that the 
horses were not “wild” but 
rather trespass livestock.  That 
trial court ruling was affirmed 
by the United States Court of 
Appeals for the 5th Circuit. 
 
 
Fort Polk is aware of the 
numerous rumors that 
continue about the horses.   
 
The only actions Fort Polk has 
taken are those permitted 
under the 2010 decision to 
sterilize horses on Fort Polk 
and granting of access to the 
public to capture horses with 
an agreement that those 
horses would not be sold for 
slaughter. 
 
The Army fully responded to 
the FOIA requests received.  
Some documents sought were 
exempt from production under 
FOIA. 
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The expected outcome is that the horses are not harmed, and are 
treated humanely with their habitat preserved. Mother Nature 
always does best without human intervention. 

 

ID: 38 Name: Leslie Chaffin Method: Email 
Comment Response 

It is my understanding that a good number of the horses are 
descendants of horses who served our country.  
 
As a horse owner who stays connected with rescues and is very 
familiar with the auction process and how kill buyers operate, I am 
very concerned regarding your draft proposal with respect to 
offering the horses to the general public, taking them to auction 
and allowing persons to make proposals for large groups of the 
horses. 
 
Knowing that kill buyers will misrepresent their intentions to 
acquire free horses, and even to discourage people from bidding 
against them at auctions, you should be aware that without any 
screening of the "general public," there is a high risk the horses will 
go to slaughter. 
 
Instead, I would recommend that you engage rescues to assist with 
this process. A few years back in Kansas there was a large group of 
horses (80) seized from a rescue that could no longer care for them. 
The Sheriff's Dept. which had impounded the horses engaged a 
rescue to work with the adoption process during which, every 
interested person filled out an adoption form, veterinary checks 
and home checks were conducted. The adoption was conducted 
over two days, every adopter had a number and selected based on 
their number. 
 
While there are many more horses at Fort Polk, accessing rescues 
to assist with the process as well as taking horses to place for 
adoption leverages their skills and knowledge to better ensure the 
horses will go to homes and not to the slaughterhouse. I encourage 
you to contact not only local rescues, but also the national 
organizations that provide these services such as the Humane 
Society of the United States and the ASPCA (neither organization is 
affiliated with local humane societies or SPCAs). 
 
Since it is unknown which horses are descendants and which horses 
were abandoned on the property. proceeding with a plan that 
ensures each horse gets a home rather than putting them at risk 
with the terror of slaughter transport and the often rendering while 

See common response #3 and 
EA §3.1.  No evidence other 
than unsupported speculation 
has been provided to link these 
horses to Army owned horses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fort Polk has no objection to 
any 501c(3) animal welfare 
organization taking the horses 
and adopting them in this 
manner.  The proposed COA 
contemplates that those 
organizations will have the first 
opportunity to acquire the 
horses.  
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the horse is still alive at the slaughterhouse honors the legacy of 
the horses who died for our country. I urge you to treat the horses 
as you would retire any animal that has been in service. 

 

ID: 39 Name: Elisabeth McCarthy Method: Email 
Comment Response 

It has come to my attention that the U.S. Army has announced that 
it intends to "get rid of" the historic free-roaming horse herds at 
Fort Polk and the Kisatchie National Forest in Louisiana.  
Furthermore these horses are in danger of being rounded up and 
shipped to slaughter in Mexico and many may already have 
suffered this fate.  As an American taxpayer I am outraged by the 
conduct of the army concerning these horses and I would like to 
know what is really going on.   
 
For a year now I have been following the reports of eye witnesses 
in the community who have shared photos and descriptions of the 
capture of these horses by individuals including kill buyers who sell 
horses to slaughter under Brig. Gen. Timothy P. McGuire's 
command of Fort Polk and the Joint Readiness Training Center.  The 
army has apparently done nothing to prevent this although I was 
told personally by an army employee with whom I spoke that only 
authorized persons are allowed on the property and they follow 
strict adoption procedures.  Photos included at least one horse that 
escaped capture but was left with a rope around its neck and the 
use of tranquilizer darts.  Apparently this has been going on for 
decades because the army makes no effort to prevent it.  
Additionally, for those horses that are legitimately adopted, there is 
no tracking of the horse's whereabouts after removal or to prevent 
them from ending up going to slaughter. 
 
I have read the long history of the wild horses who roam this area.  
I understand that the army formerly referred to these horses as 
wild but now considers them "trespass horses".  Now the army 
claims that the horses are responsible for training accidents and 
must be removed.  I understand that PEGA (Pegasus Equine 
Guardian Association) has filed suits charging the the army's equine 
capture program is in violation of state and federal regulations.  
Also, I understand that the army has failed to provide evidence that 
the horses have actually caused training accidents. 
 
Reliable sources have also indicated that many horses have been 
rounded up and sterilized.  Performing inhumane surgical 
procedures in a non-sterile environment is unacceptable.  It can 
change the behavior of the horses, disrupt the gene pools, etc.  If 

See the EA for the proposed 
COA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See EA §1.2 for the need for 
this action. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The contraceptive/sterilization 
plan was published to the 
public for review in 2010 and is 
not being conducted in secret. 
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this is going on, why is it being done secretively?  PEGA and other 
groups advocating for these horses indicate that their numbers 
have been reduced and that many appear to be missing from the 
training areas.  Animal cruelty is unacceptable and is a felony.  Why 
is the army participating in these activities? 
 
I hope that the U.S. Army and the U.S. Forestry Service will work 
with PEGA and other advocates to ensure that best practice actions 
are used to humanely treat these horses and preserve their habitat 
while ensuring the safety of those enlisted at Fort Polk.  We would 
like to see the remaining horses stay in Kisatchie and the army work 
with PEGA and other advocates to humanely manage any horses 
that might require human intervention.  There needs to be 
transparency which it seems is not currently the case.  For the army 
to dismiss these horses as having no rights after their long history in 
the area is unacceptable.  I hope that the army will take the 
humane and moral option that is being offered. 

It is important to understand 
the annual migration pattern of 
the horses on Fort Polk.  The 
absence of horses from a 
portion of the installation does 
not indicate the horses are 
gone.  See EA §3.5. 
 
The Kisatchie National Forest is 
not a proponent of this action, 
which applies only to Army-
controlled land.   

 

ID: 40 Name: Tammy Robinson Method: Email 
Comment Response 

General Brito please  be understanding of national concerns over 
welfare and humane treatment of the free-roaming equines at Fort 
Polk and Kisatchie National Forest that are now in danger of being 
captured and shipped to slaughter in Mexico, because of the plans 
the previous general (McGuire) put into action. 
  
Please allow them to be free and stay where they are now. 
  
We are a big military family and love all the military.  Please allow 
the horses to live out their lives free to roam. 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 

 

ID: 41 Name: Gina Holt Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing to encourage the Army to allow the wild horses to stay 
in Kisatchie.  They could serve as a resource to help humanely 
manage animals that truly are in need of care or adoption, through 
the use of low stress livestock handling techniques, wherever 
human intervention is actually needed. 
 
 I understand the safety concerns of  those enlisted at Fort Polk but 
would ask that you treat these animals with respect and allow all 
options possible to keep them in Kisatchie or at least undertake the 
most humane way possible to remove them.  You could allow 
rescue organizations to do that but you must give them time. 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
See common response #2.  Fort 
Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
potential animal welfare 
groups/general public and 
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The U.S. Cavalry has relied upon the horse for centuries.  They 
deserve our respect, they deserve to live in dignity and not be 
treated poorly.   
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my comments and for giving 
the horses your respect. 

balance those against the need 
to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the 
horses.  Fort Polk believes that 
the limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures 
the time frames for each step 
are adequate. 

 

ID: 42 Name: Sharon Kennedy Method: Email 
Comment Response 

It is totally unacceptable to Americans and indeed to citizens of the 
world that the U.S. Army intends to do crime against these horses. 
For the following reasons you must abort your agenda and do the 
will of the people and obey the Supreme Commander of All 
Creation. 
 
These horses do not belong to the Army.  These horses are owned 
by the God of all creation.  We are all whether military or civilian 
under orders from Commander of all Nations not to harm or injury 
to earth or its creatures. 
 
Moreover, there is historical precedent for keeping these horses 
protected and safe....history remembers the wonderful horse 
Comanche. 
 
The Army will forever tarnish their image and extinguish their 
reputation before a world audience as other countries will ask how 
is it that Comanche was given full respect for his services to 
America, but other horses are treated with disdain and contempt 
for their lives?   Before captioned is how God speaks of His love for 
His horses...Heed these words: 
 
Then the horses' hoofs beat From the dashing, the dashing of his 
valiant steeds. 
   Judges 5:22 King James Version 
 
A Vision of Four Chariots 
 
6 Again I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, four chariots came 
out from between two mountains. And the mountains were 
mountains of bronze. 2 The first chariot had red horses, the second 
black horses, 3 the third white horses, and the fourth chariot 
dappled horses—all of them strong.[a] 4 Then I answered and said 

Thank you for your comment. 
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to the angel who talked with me, “What are these, my lord?” 5 And 
the angel answered and said to me, “These are going out to the 
four winds of heaven, after presenting themselves before the Lord 
of all the earth. 6 The chariot with the black horses goes toward the 
north country, the white ones go after them, and the dappled ones 
go toward the south country.” 7 When the strong horses came out, 
they were impatient to go and patrol the earth. And he said, “Go, 
patrol the earth.” So they patrolled the earth. 
       Zechariah 6:1-7 English Standard Version 
 
P.S. You don't want to mess with Jesus over horses because He is 
going to be mounted on a white-coated and supreme stallion come 
the battle of Armageddon.  We know from the truth of Scriptures 
how God takes delight in His horses.  Moreover, we know that 
Christ died on the cross not only to pay the sin debt of humanity, 
but to give justice to all creation.  Abused and maltreated horses 
will have comprehensive justice because they are in Christ's Army!  
Your eternal future depends on what you do or don't do here on 
earth. 

 

ID: 43 Name: Kristin Bernard Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please do not remove these beautiful wild horses from their home.  
Even though the process outlined in the article does show an effort 
to first find good homes for these animals, if sold to a sale barn, 
they may end up in slaughter.  These animals deserve our 
compassion and protection. 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 

 

ID: 44 Name: Eileen Hennessy Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Final Environmental Assessment for the Elimination of Trespass 
Horses on Fort Polk, Louisiana 

Thank you for your comment. 

 

ID: 45 Name: Miriam Rieck Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Submitting Copy of this letter: It says it All and I support this letter 
and this plea. Save the Wild Horses of Ft. Pold  
 
Written by:R.T. Fitch, author of "Straight from the Horse's Heart" 
and President/Co-Founder of 'Wild Horse Freedom Federation'  
 
“An Open Letter of Abject Concern and Outrage” 
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“As one of the Peason Rdge Heritage Family members I am very 
saddened by the decision made by the United States Army 
<http://www.army.mil/ >  and General Timothy McGuire to do 
away with all the magnificent wild heritage horses that have 
roamed Peasn Ridge and the area of Camp/Ft. Polk 
<http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=31.072638,-
93.080635&spn=1.0,1.0&q=31.072638,-93.080635 
(Fort%20Polk)&t=h >  for generations. One of the characteristics on 
why the settlers and homesteaders actually settled on Peason 
Ridge was due to the large open highlands and grasslands where 
large herds of cattle, horses, goats, sheep, and other livestock could 
be raised. On Peason Ridge these settlers brought something with 
them from England. They set aside 16 full sections of land for just 
livestock grazing. This was a reflection on how the large landowners 
had set aside lands for their livestock to graze on in England and 
servants an serfs could not have any use of these lands. Peason 
Ridge began to be settled in 1818 and from the days of the Native 
Americans to the first settlers and on until the lands were taken by 
imminent domain in 1941, there have been horses on this 
landscape and they have become a part of this landscape and a part 
of the aspect of nature. During the many years England Air Force 
Base < http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=31.3275,-
92.5486111111&spn=0.03,0.03&q=31.3275,-92.5486111111 
(England%20Air%20Force%20Base)&t=h >  was in operation, 
Peason Ridge was used as the bomb and gunnery ranges for the 
23rd Tactical Fighter Wing < 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/23d_Wing >  (Flying Tigers). Members 
of my family worked for the US Air Force and they conducted all the 
scoring operations on every flight of aircraft that came onto this 
range. And in all those many years, even during the days of Vietnam 
Training where there were continuous training missions by aircraft 
of every type, day and nite, and even flown by South Vietnamese 
and other allied nations pilots, THERE IS NO RECORD OF ANY 
MISSON BEING COMPROMISED BY THE HORSES OR ANY LIVESTOCK. 
I differ in what Fort Polk is declaring as they are “unsafe and cause 
training incidents and accidents”. These horses have not caused 
training accidents but people sure have ! 
 
The United States Army has declared these historic horses “trespass 
horses”. No they are not trespassing, they are on the lands of my 
ancestors and the ancestors of these horses. I want help set your 
record straight because much of the information being released by 
the U.S. Army is incorrect and very prejudicial toward both the 
Heritage Families and these Heritage Horses. These horse on Ft. 
Polk and Peason Ridge are not livestock and are subject to the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As noted in EA §1.2, the 
continued increase in the 
number of intrusions into the 
cantonment area and the 
overall increase in herd size 
reflected in EA §3.1 has raised 
safety issues to a critical 
concern. 
 
The term “trespass” comes 
from a 2002 decision by the 
United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Louisiana 
which determined that the 
horses were not “wild” but 
rather trespass livestock.  That 
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state’s animal cruelty laws. There are both state and federal laws 
that the United States Army is attempting to circumvent in 
destroying the horse herds. And as part of the federal government, 
the United States Army has to comply with both federal and state 
laws. A description of LIVESTOCK is animals that have been used or 
raised on a farm or ranch. These vast majority of these horses were 
born wild on Peason Ridge and Ft. Polk and have never been 
domesticated in any form or fashion. This definition of livestock is 
used in both federal and state laws pertaining to all types of 
animals which includes horses. An even deeper definition of 
livestock is as follows(state/federal laws):”Livestock” means any 
animal bred, kept, maintained, raised, or used for show, profit, or 
for the purpose of selling or otherwise producing crops, animals, or 
plant or animal products for market. This definition includes cattle, 
buffalo, bison, oxen, and other bovine; horses, mules, donkeys, and 
other equine; sheep; goats; swine; domestic rabbits; fish, turtles, 
and other animals identified with aquaculture that are located in 
artificial reservoirs or enclosures that are both on privately owned 
property and constructed so as to prevent, at all times, the ingress 
and egress of fish life from public waters; imported exotic deer and 
antelope, elk, farm-raised white-tailed deer, farm-raised ratites, 
and other farm-raised exotic animals; chickens, turkeys, and other 
poultry; and animals placed under the jurisdiction of the 
commissioner of agriculture and forestry and any hybrid, mixture, 
or mutation of any such animal. These horses are not legal livestock 
and cannot be sold for slaughter or destruction since they were not 
raised as livestock on a farm. They have NEVER been properly 
managed by the United States Army in the 75 years Ft. Polk has had 
control of these lands. There also is information that is incorrect 
given out by the United States Army concerning the health of the 
horses on Peason Ridge and Ft. Polk. 
 
More than a decade ago several people were involved in the testing 
of the horses when former La. Commissioner of Agriculture, Bob 
Odom < http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Odom > , claimed that 
the Ft. Polk and Peason Ridge horses were carriers of the EIA 
infection. Tests were conducted during that time and NO HORSE 
WAS FOUND TO TEST POSITIVE. The army contends that they have 
an “unsupported claim that a horse from Ft. Polk tested initially 
positive for EIA antibodies”. This could have been a false positive 
(any horse that tests positive is routinely re-tested). Or, it could 
have been an EIA positive horse that was abandoned at Ft. Polk. In 
the Environmental Assessment the army does say no subsequent 
test-positive situations have been found. The environmental 
conditions at Ft. Polk and Peason Ridge are not conducive to the 
transmission of EIA Virus – which requires vector infestation and 

trial court ruling was affirmed 
by the United States Court of 
Appeals for the 5th Circuit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EIA was an issue in 
development of the proposed 
action, but was not the primary 
issue.  The lack of confirmed 
EIA should make adoption of 
the horses more attractive. 
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many transmitting bites. The EIA infection has significantly declined 
in the past several years and very few horses now contract EIA 
infections any more. 
 
Throughout the early days of the settlers, the Neutral Strip, the Civil 
War, World War I, the logging heydays, and until World War II and 
the Louisiana Maneuvers there have been horses on these lands. 
Durring the mill run of the Peavy Wilson Lumber Company in 
Peason this company had a very large herd of horses, mules, and 
oxen that were used in the many various logging and lumbering 
operations in the area from 1917 till the mill closed and moved in 
1935. During the years of 1917 to 1935 Peavy Wilson Lumber 
Company owned over 45,000 acres of land, much of what is now 
Peason Ridge Military Reservation. Even though logging was more 
mechanized, there was an extremely large group of horses, mules, 
and oxen owned by the company and kept in a large corral area, 
now on present day Peason Ridge. These animals were used to help 
skid and haul the massive logs to the mill at Peason. In 1935 the mill 
run ended and the company moved to Florida, but the older horses, 
mules, and stock was turned loose on the cutover lands. The 2 last 
known log mules died in 1978 but there are ancestors to these 
animals still residing on Peason Ridge. In 1941 the United States 
Army conducted the largest field maneuvers ever held in its history 
in Louisiana. 2 full cavalry divisions, the 1st and 2nd Cavalry 
Divisions, were throughout this area, and a remount section to 
supply replacement mounts was situated on present day Peason 
Ridge. Any mounts that were injured, sick, or lame after being 
checked by US Army Veterinarians were turned loose , and some 
were even sold to local farmers. These horses and mules also 
became intermixed with the horses and stock left by Peavy Wilson 
Lumber Company. By August 1942 the 29 Heritage Families of 
Peason Ridge, along with at least 35 sharecropper families were 
removed. Often given just a few days to move by US Marshalls, 
they were forced to leave with only a few possessions. And sadly, 
they were not paid for their farms for 1 year. And during this 
exodus only a small amount of the large herds of livestock were 
moved. As many cattle were moved as could be accomplished, but 
horses and mules were abandoned. Thus more horses and mules 
joined the large herd on Peason Ridge and they continue to live at 
this location to this very day. They have lived as part of this 
landscape all these many years. As I grew up we were allowed to 
run our cattle on Peason Ridge and the horses intermingled with 
our cattle. Most people have never got to be out on the range and 
actually see cattle and horses grazing so peacefully together. Mr. 
A.J. Hodge, founder of the beautiful Hodges Gardens in our area, 
when he purchased the land for this site known as “the Garden in 
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the Forest” would tell any and everyone that horses and cattle 
helped to make the forest’s much more productive as they grazed 
and helped keep down underbrush. And prescribed burning does 
not do it alone. Some animals and the landscape do work together. 
 
As a descendant of the Peason Ridge Heritage Families our heritage 
and culture has almost been completely lost due to the takeover of 
the old home places. But there is one thing left of our culture, 
heritage, and history. This is the wild horses that have resided here 
for these many many decades. Besides being part of our local 
history and heritage, these animals are part of the history, heritage, 
and culture of Louisiana, of the history, heritage, and culture of this 
southern region of America, but also a part of the magnificent 
history, heritage, and culture of America itself. When the United 
States Army at Ft. Polk first declared in August 2015 that the horses 
were to be removed many people have wanted to assist the army 
with this matter. One thing of vital importance that has never been 
considered by the Army is HERD MANAGEMENT. With proper herd 
management these horse herds can survive at their locations and 
can continue to be part of the landscape. Instead of the removal 
and destruction of these wonderful animals, let us work together 
on this issue. There are many many people, myself included, who 
would volunteer to work diligently with the army to assist in 
management practices that would benefit the United States Army 
and Ft. Polk, the local communities, and most of all, the Heritage 
Families. Ft. Polk has repeatedly told us that they were the 
“stewards of our old home places” and continuously say that the 
Red Dirt of West Central Louisiana has been carried all over the 
world by the soldiers who train here. That red dirt was once our 
ancestors farm lands and it holds a special place in our hearts. After 
all these many years, and of giving up their homes and their way of 
life, as a Heritage Family Member all we have left remaining of our 
culture, heritage, and history is these wonderful horses. I ask the 
command structure of the United States Army to carefully consider 
the options of managing the horses and let us local folks, and not so 
local folks, along with Heritage Family members assist in being a 
part of saving these horses for generations to come to see and 
enjoy. Throughout my life almost every situation that I have 
encountered involved teamwork and with teamwork you are a 
winner every time. 
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ID: 46 Name: April McVey Johnston Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please reconsider your decision. Per the open letter I read these 
horses have been there for years and maybe legally protected with 
he Wild Horses Act.  We are losing too much of our history and that 
includes the military and their influence in the area. I am fairly sure 
these horses are the Wild descendants of horses used to settle and 
protect the areas during the settlement and establishment of your 
base. 

See common response #3 and 
EA §3.1 regarding the origin of 
the horses 
 
The term “trespass” comes 
from a 2002 decision by the 
United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Louisiana 
which determined that the 
horses were not “wild” but 
rather trespass livestock.  That 
trial court ruling was affirmed 
by the United States Court of 
Appeals for the 5th Circuit. 

 

ID: 47 Name: Billie Parsen Method: Email 
Comment Response  

Please leave the horses on Fort Polk property - they belong there!  
They don't belong in a slaughter pipeline.  They are descendants of 
horses the army used in many wars.  Please leave them to be seen 
and loved by our future generations.  The locals love them.  Please 
do not remove them. 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence.  
 
See common response #3 and 
EA §3.1 regarding the origin of 
the horses. 

 

ID: 48 Name: Donna Friedman Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I have 2 viable solutions to this horse "problem".  Firstly, I'd like to 
say, that before machinary, these horses WERE YOUR ARMY. They 
are to be honored, not dishonored in any way. Dog patrols get 
more honor these days.  
 
Secondly, you need to be alerted that a Kill Buyer, (one who buys or 
gets horses for free, then sells them by the pound for the purpose 
of human consumption, to export to Mex/Can/Japan.)  They will 
deny it. They bring them to holding pens, where they have  a Bail 
price for about a week. If they don't sell, then they go to a Feed Lot, 
where they will spend up to a month, then to truck (4 days, in their 
own waste, no food or water Aushwitz style) to be exported.  YOU 
HAVE A KNOWN KILL BUYER COMING TO FORT POLK  NOW!!!!  His 

Thank you for your comment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Environmental Assessment for the Elimination of Trespass Horses on Fort Polk, Louisiana 

Appendix G - Comments on Draft FNSI and EA Page 35 of 193 

 

name is  Tommy Driggers and he's been going there for months if 
not years to get horses free. Pls ban his presence from the Ft. Polk 
area. He is a thief. This is not what you wanted for these horses. 
Here are my suggestions after reading the "plan" for the next 3 
years for these horses, which is not a bad plan, but there are too 
many kill buyers out there who will pose as "nice folk". Also, most 
Rescues are filled, & there aren't enough homes. So here's your 
solutions: 
 
1) Ft Polk is backed onto 600,000 acres Kisatchie Forest, perfect 
area for these horses to run free. 
2) Fence off areas of Ft Polk you don't want them, where they could 
prove a danger or threat in anyway 
3) If population is a problem w/them , work w/ local or natural 
habitat, or BLM to dart, PZP birthcontrol the mares, & release into 
that lovely area beyond Ft Polk. 
 
I have been told by a very knowledgeable party on this area & the 
horses that my suggestion is a good one.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See EA §2.2.5. 
 
See EA §2.2.1 and response to 
comment 11. 

 

ID: 49 Name: Karen Schuster Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Do not kill the wild horses nor send them to kill buyers or auctions 
which is equal to sending them to death.  They are part of history 

See EA §2.3.7 for the COA that 
was identified as the intended 
COA in the Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact. 

 

ID: 50 Name: Mari Smet Method: Email 
Comment Response 

ALLOW THE HORSES TO REMAIN ON THEIR LAND -- I do NOT want 
my tax dollars to pay for any cruel, unconscionable & needless 
programs, roundups & experiments, which I find irrational & callous 
and hateful.   
 
We need our herds to continue living on our public lands.  Our 
Government is attempting to "manage" America’s wild horses into 
extinction --  WE WANT OUR HORSES  --  WE WANT THEM TO LIVE 
& THRIVE FREELY ON OUR PUBLIC LANDS -- IT IS THEIR HOME --  
where else do wild horses live!  --  WE OWE THEM THIS -- THEY 
HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO LIVE -- DO NOT TAKE THIS SACRED RIGHT 
FROM THEM. 
 
There is NO justification whatsoever to remove these horses, to 
murder these magnificent animals NOR send them elsewhere to 

Thank you for your comment. 
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their premature brutal deaths -- I am vehemently against the cruel, 
brutal, callous, merciless treatment of our horses because they 
SEEM to be an inconvenience to some -- if "man" has a problem 
with the horses, it is "man" who should be moving out of the way, 
NOT our horses.   
 
Please, keep our horses on their land.  They have done so much for 
"man."  They have served us well with great loyalty for centuries.  
We must NOT betray them.  They deserve our care & respect. 

 

ID: 51 Name: Colman Family Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I am hopeful you will listen and consider the views of the US public 
and not “Get rid” of Historic Herds at Fort Polk Kisatchie Ntl Forest. 
These are not Trespass Horses as you declare them in an effort to 
strip them of any protection under the Federal Wild Horse and 
Burro Protection Act. This will be a publicity nightmare for the US 
Army. Eyewitness reports indicate that the army not only has 
allowed captures of the horses by individuals (including horse 
traders that sell horses for slaughter), but many horses have been 
removed for decades. Many concerned citizens are wondering what 
is really going on and we want answers. Federal and state animal 
cruelty laws contain legal mandates for humane handling of 
equines, which several animal welfare organizations and a majority 
of US citizens believe are not being followed by those the army has 
allowed to capture the horses. The army and your agents are not 
exempt from compliance with these laws, and we seek the 
immediate halt of the captures. Not only do the captured equines 
carry no identification, but no documentation is provided to 
validate their whereabouts. The captures violate Louisiana humane 
animal welfare laws and the interests of local citizens. These wild 
horses deserve protection under the Wild Horse and Burro 
Protection Act. Americans have great respect for the Armed Forces. 
Please do not tarnish your reputation with animal cruelty. Thank 
you. 

 
The term “trespass” comes 
from a 2002 decision by the 
United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Louisiana 
which determined that the 
horses were not “wild” but 
rather trespass livestock.  That 
trial court ruling was affirmed 
by the United States Court of 
Appeals for the 5th Circuit. 

 

ID: 52 Name: Cassie Galindo Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please save the horses.  I am a nobody: just a lover of horses. So 
many of the wild horses have been destroyed or removed from 
their natural habitat. The wild horses, no matter where they roam, 
are a piece of the American History and should be preserved at all 
costs.  Please reconsider and save this beautiful, magnificent 

Thank you for your comment. 
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animal. There is plenty of room in the United States to let these 
precious animals roam.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

ID: 53 Name: R. Lou Lou Brewer Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Can you please email me paperwork to fill out to adopt horses. 
 
We area 501c3 Rescue in Fort Worth. 

If one of the action COAs is 
selected, persons and 
organizations who have 
requested to be placed on a list 
in a comment will be notified 
directly when the list is created 
so they may request to be on 
the list.  In addition, there will 
be a general public notification 
about the list creation to 
permit any other person or 
organization to request to be 
added to a list. 

 

ID: 53a Name: R. Lou Lou Brewer Method: Email 
Comment Response 

You and I have spoke about the welfare of the horses on the 
military base. I spoke with Human Society of North Texas. We plan 
to meet. 
 
Kim Shepherd, I'm sorry, but is an idiot. She is interfering with every 
effort I have made with other 501c3 2 help with homes for the 
horses. 
 
She can't get through her stubborn head that these horses could 
cause a plane crash. She doesn't care. 
 
She speaks for few. I may leave Facebook because of the total 
disregard for human life. She has a group of about 30 people. 
 
So I hope we work together along with   HSNT. It's been surreal not 
only our caretaker served on that base, I have other family 
members that were there as well. 

Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.   

 

ID: 54 Name: Dr Sally Hebert Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I am pleading with the Army to please do not destroy the wonderful 
horses of Fort Polk!   Our history is daily being destroyed in this 

The COA that was identified as 
the intended COA in the Draft 
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country. These horses have a right to live in their habitat! These 
majestic animals do no harm and nature will limit the herd 
naturally! I am from Lake Charles originally and my husband trained 
at Fort Polk during the Vietnam war. I am well aware of the area 
and the habitats if the region! 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
does not contemplate Fort Polk 
destroying any healthy horses. 
 
The continued growth of the 
herd reflects that the natural 
herd size limit based on habitat 
greatly exceeds the current 
population. 

 

ID: 55 Name: Holly Lindsay Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Why does the Army want to tarnish their reputation with animal 
cruelty connected to horse slaughter.  
 
Children will see and learn from your proposed plan to slaughter 
the cultural and historic heritage of this country that proudly we 
call the USA. 
 
Please consider the alternative solutions that the public response is 
crying out for you to hear and acknowledge.  The cruelty free 
option is what Jesus would do. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration regarding the freedom 
of these American icon and treasure. 

Thank you for your comment.  
Fort Polk is confident that 
501c(3) animal welfare 
organizations and horse 
advocates will participate in 
the process to ensure their 
wishes regarding the ultimate 
disposition of the horses is 
realized. 

 

ID: 56 Name: Martha Hahn Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I read that Army intends to “Get rid” of historic horse herds at Fort 
Polk Kisatchie National Forest. As an Army veteran and horse owner 
I am appalled that Ft Polk has decided to do this. If sold these wild 
horses are very likely to end up going to slaughter in horrid 
conditions. The military has gained the respect of the American 
people at a time that we are so disenchanted with our politicians. 
WHY would the Army (Ft Polk) want to tarnish that positive image 
by destroying this historic and beloved American icon? Leave the 
horses be, or relocate them to another safe and equally free-
roaming location. There is plenty of land for them. 

The selected alternative 
attempts to offer the horses for 
adoption to organizations and 
individuals before they go to a 
livestock sale. 
 

 

ID: 57 Name: Clare Staples Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I wanted to take the time to sit down and write to you and literally 
beg you to reconsider the removal of the horses around Fort Polk.   

Thank you for your comment. 
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Please stop for a moment and think about them and their lives that 
truly matter to a lot of people in America.  I wars that America has 
fought throughout history the horse has been there to ride into 
battle, to pull guns to save lives.  This country was founded with the 
help of the horse.  Please don't discard them when you have no 
more use for them. 
 
There are other solutions, people are offering to help you manage 
them, there are people who really know and understand them and 
can help with any problems you imagine they could cause. 
 
Listen to them.  Don't let your logical, practical, unfeeling minds 
rule this decision.  Let your heart have a voice.  They will end up on 
trucks bound for Mexico or Canada where they will meet the worst 
fate imaginable for any horse.  Too many are already suffering that 
fate.   
 
Please find a way to let them stay wild and free.  I know it is not too 
late.  I implore you to reconsider and listen to the voices of people 
who care and are speaking for these beautiful animals who have no 
voice. 
 
I hope this letter makes a difference. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read it. 
 
PS as a side note - I am married to Christopher Polk of the Polk 
family of Detroit Michigan so I am very invested in trying to help my 
family's namesakes.  We paid 81 million dollars in taxes one year 
alone so as a tax payer in this country I hope that means that my 
opinion and voice will be heard and taken seriously.    Thank you x 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fort Polk is confident that 
501c(3) animal welfare 
organizations and horse 
advocates will participate in 
the process to ensure their 
wishes regarding the ultimate 
disposition of the horses is 
realized. 
 

 

ID: 58 Name: Pete Brumfield Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I would appreciate your leaving the historic herds at Fort Polk 
Kisatchie Ntl Forrest Louisiana intact and not to (get rid) of them. 
They have as much right to be on the land as anyone else. 
Government including you and BLM are overreaching your 
authority. Please leave them alone 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
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ID: 59 Name: Amy Hanchey; Kenneth Wick; Raphael 
Higginbotham 

Method: Email 

Comment Response 

I am writing to request that horses in Kisatchie National Forest be 
saved. Many citizens would like to see these free-roaming horses 
either remain in the areas they naturally migrate to or be relocated 
to another area of Kisatchie National Forest where they will be safe 
and unharmed. With over 600,000 acres, there must be a place for 
them. >The Kisatchie region holds much Native American history 
and is one of the settlement cradles in early America that hunters 
came through, while others raised families, farmed and raised 
livestock through generations, including the logging and livestock 
railroad trade era of the early 1900's. Heritage Family members 
reported for decades that horses and mules were loosed when 
families left after their farms and land were taken for Camp Polk's 
military training use in the 1930s. Hundreds that belonged to these 
families served as remounts or hauled equipment at Camp Polk 
because of the shortage of Cavalry Horses. Unlike Cavalry Horses 
that were retired at Fort Riley, KS, some remounts that survived the 
rigors of their work were reportedly loosed when the army no 
longer had use for them and were never given the recognition they 
deserved.  
 
 Their history is so much richer than their ties to the military. Herds 
roamed the Kisatchie National Forest before and after the WWI and 
WWII eras and those toward the more remote Peason Ridge area 
are a smaller Spanish type and though some like them are also 
found down by Fort Polk, they may have been there much longer. 
There is no evidence that the horses ever left, other than being 
destroyed or removed by horse trader/ kill buyers. It has already 
been stated by the army on hard copy paper that the horses (or 
their ancestors) were once owned by heritage families. Citizens are 
concerned over the inhumane treatment and injury the horses 
were subjected to because of the army's unregulated capture 
program and feel this is a shameful legacy that General McGuire 
left behind. There is also much concern that depleted numbers of 
horses (than had originally been reported) have been observed for 
several months now. 
 
Kisatchie National Forest is not just for hunters, it is for many who 
observe all of its beauty and the animals in their natural setting. 
Horses were in the Kisatchie long before there was Fort Polk. They 
are Kisatchie Region Heritage animals and are part of the area's 
history that in it's depressed economy, Louisiana can be proud of. 
While most of the horses should remain in their wild setting, 
several working together with the army and KNF, could serve as a 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
 
 
See Common Response #3. 
 
 
 
 
The Army has not been able to 
find any credible evidence or 
documentation that horses 
were deliberately “loosed” on 
Fort Polk by the Army. 
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resource to help humanely manage animals that truly are in need of 
care or adoption, through the use of low stress livestock handling 
techniques, wherever human intervention is actually needed. Many 
do not support removals or destroying horses which others do not 
understand or respect. Please reconsider humane, respectful 
solutions for these animals, other than having them removed and 
going to uncertain futures.  
 
 The horses' history goes back much further than their ties to 
military, it is SO IMPORTANT people begin to understand and echo 
this. They are Kisatchie Region HERITAGE ANIMALS. For many 
reasons, gelding or sterilizing horses that are left to live in the wild 
is *NOT* a solution to offer to the army: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ID: 60 Name: Brie Stephens Method: Email 
Comment Response 

What gives you the right to call these horses "trespassers" on land 
that THEY were on LONG BEFORE you got there? Those horses are a 
part of Louisiana History and SHOULD be kept that way. I am a huge 
supporter of the Armed Forces and horses, but if our military men 
and women cant focus due to a horse in the woods... Then, WE, 
gentlemen have a much larger problem. Those horses have been on 
that and surrounding land for generations. YOU have no right to 
remove them, and there are MANY people in this great state that 
OPPOSE you doing so!  

The term “trespass” comes 
from a 2002 decision by the 
United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Louisiana 
which determined that the 
horses were not “wild” but 
rather trespass livestock.  That 
trial court ruling was affirmed 
by the United States Court of 
Appeals for the 5th Circuit. 
 
Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 

 

ID: 61 Name: Sharon REE Method: Email 
Comment Response 

How do you intend on eliminating the Trespass Horses on Fort Polk, 
Louisiana? 
 
Certainly, you have a humane way of doing this without killing 
them.  

Please see EA §2.3.7. 
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ID: 62 Name:  Rickey Robertson Method: Letter 
Comment Response 

 

 

 
 
See response 
to comment 
#45. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Environmental Assessment for the Elimination of Trespass Horses on Fort Polk, Louisiana 

Appendix G - Comments on Draft FNSI and EA Page 43 of 193 

 

 
 
 



Environmental Assessment for the Elimination of Trespass Horses on Fort Polk, Louisiana 

Appendix G - Comments on Draft FNSI and EA Page 44 of 193 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Environmental Assessment for the Elimination of Trespass Horses on Fort Polk, Louisiana 

Appendix G - Comments on Draft FNSI and EA Page 45 of 193 

 

ID: 63 Name: Jenny fallaw Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please make an exception to allow more time for these horses to 
get rescues, homes, etc for these horses. I do understand your 
position, there's enough of killing of these God given cretures going 
on today.  I beg of you please come up with a plan to allow public 
to find them homes.. in God's name I pray. If I was close I'd take 
one. 

See common response #2.  Fort 
Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
potential animal welfare 
groups/general public and 
balance those against the need 
to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the 
horses.  Fort Polk believes that 
the limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures 
the time frames for each step 
are adequate.  If you are willing 
to accept a horse, one of the 
501C(3) organizations may be 
able to transport it to you, 
depending on which COA the 
Army selects. 

 

ID: 64 Name: Cynthia C. Brewer Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please do not destroy the horses.  Let them live in peace.  They 
belong there too. 

The COA that was identified as 
in the Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact does not 
contemplate Fort Polk 
destroying any healthy horses.  
Please see EA §1.2.3.3 
regarding the environment in 
which the horses live. 

 

ID: 65 Name: Mary Rey Method: Email 
Comment Response 

YOUR COMMANDING OFFICER NEEDS TO SERIOUSLY RETHINK 
DESTROYING MILITARY HORSES AREA THAT THEIR DECENDANTS 
GAVE THEIR LIVES FOR, THIS IS TAX PAYER MONEY, SHAME ON 
FORT POLK, A BLACK MARK FOR OUR COUNTRY 

Thank you for your comment. 
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ID: 66 Name: Karen Fruge' Method: Email 
Comment Response 

These animals are a vital part of Louisiana history. I see at no point 
government having any right to execute nor remove them. With 
everything that we have destroyed over the years that had been 
natural and "part of the US", it is ludicrous that removal of these 
wild horses is even being considered 

See common response #3. 

 

ID: 67 Name: Kenneth Wick; Raphael Higginbotham; Roni 
Erington; Lisa Herbert; unknown (email name was 
Pauly Sc); 

Method: Email 

Comment Response 

I am writing to request that horses in Kisatchie National Forest be 
saved. Many citizens would like to see these free-roaming horses 
either remain in the areas they naturally migrate to or be relocated 
to another area of Kisatchie National Forest where they will be safe 
and unharmed. With over 600,000 acres, there must be a place for 
them. Firstly, I'd like to say, that before machinery, these horses 
WERE YOUR ARMY. They are to be honored, not dishonored in any 
way. Dog patrols get more honor these days. 
Our Free-Roaming horses should NOT be subject to Sale Barns. 
They end up in holding pens, where they have a Bail price for about 
a week. If they don't sell, then they go to a Feed Lot, where they 
will spend up to a month, then to truck (4 days, in their own waste, 
no food or water Auschwitz style) to be exported.  
 
The Kisatchie region holds much Native American history and is one 
of the settlement cradles in early America that hunters came 
through, while others raised families, farmed and raised livestock 
through generations, including the logging and livestock railroad 
trade era of the early 1900's. Heritage Family members reported 
for decades that horses and mules were loosed when families left 
after their farms and land were taken for Camp Polk's military 
training use in the 1930s. Hundreds that belonged to these families 
served as remounts or hauled equipment at Camp Polk because of 
the shortage of Cavalry Horses. Unlike Cavalry Horses that were 
retired at Fort Riley, KS, some remounts that survived the rigors of 
their work were reportedly loosed when the army no longer had 
use for them and were never given the recognition they deserved. 
Their history is so much richer than their ties to the military. Herds 
roamed the Kisatchie National Forest before and after the WWI and 
WWII eras and those toward the more remote Peason Ridge area 
are a smaller Spanish type and though some like them are also 
found down by Fort Polk, they may have been there much longer. 
There is no evidence that the horses ever left, other than being 

See common response #3. 
 
See EA § 3.1 for background 
information on the origin of the 
horses. 
 
The term “trespass” comes 
from a 2002 decision by the 
United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Louisiana 
which determined that the 
horses were not “wild” but 
rather trespass livestock.  That 
trial court ruling was affirmed 
by the United States Court of 
Appeals for the 5th Circuit. 
 
Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
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destroyed or removed by horse trader/ kill buyers. It has already 
been stated by the army on hard copy paper that the horses (or 
their ancestors) were once owned by heritage families. Citizens are 
concerned over the inhumane treatment and injury the horses 
were subjected to because of the army's unregulated capture 
program and feel this is a shameful legacy that General McGuire 
left behind. There is also much concern that depleted numbers of 
horses (than had originally been reported) have been observed for 
several months now. Kisatchie National Forest is not just for 
hunters, it is for many who observe all of its beauty and the animals 
in their natural setting.  
Horses were in the Kisatchie long before there was Fort Polk. They 
are Kisatchie Region Heritage animals and are part of the area's 
history that in it's depressed economy, Louisiana can be proud of. 
While most of the horses should remain in their wild setting, 
several working together with the army and KNF, could serve as a 
resource to help humanely manage animals that truly are in need of 
care or adoption, through the use of low stress livestock handling 
techniques, wherever human intervention is actually needed. Many 
do not support removals or destroying horses which others do not 
understand or respect.  
Please reconsider humane, respectful solutions for these animals, 
other than having them removed and going to uncertain futures. 
The horses' history goes back much further than their ties to 
military, it is SO IMPORTANT people begin to understand and echo 
this. They are Kisatchie Region HERITAGE ANIMALS. For many 
reasons, gelding or permanent sterilization of horses that are left to 
live in the wild is *NOT* a solution 

 

ID: 68 Name: Mrs. Hamilton B. Willis Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing to request that horses in Kisatchie National Forest be 
saved. Many citizens would like to see these free-roaming horses 
either remain in the areas they naturally migrate to or be relocated 
to another area of Kisatchie National Forest where they will be safe 
and unharmed. With more than 600,000 acres, there must be a 
place for them in the national forest.  
 
Louisiana's Free-Roaming horses  in the Kisatchie should NOT be 
subjected to round-ups and eventual delivery to auction barns 
where they will be bought for SLAUGHTER in MEXICO or CANADA. 
Americans do not eat horses. If these horses are removed as per 
the Arny's current plan, they will end up inkill buyers' holding pens, 
where they be offered for sale at outrageous prices for about a 

See response to comment #67.   
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week. If they don't sell, then they go to a Feed Lot, where they will 
spend up to a month, then to truck  
(4 days, in their own waste, no food or water Auschwitz style) to be 
exported for slaughter.   
 
The Kisatchie region holds much Native American history and is one 
the areas explored first by European hunters, and later settled by 
colonists who raised families, farmed and raised livestock through 
generations, including the logging and livestock railroad trade era 
of the early 1900's. Heritage Family members reported for decades 
that horses and mules were loosed when families left after their 
farms and their lands were taken for Camp Polk's military training 
use in the 1930s.  
 
Hundreds of horses that belonged to these families served as 
remounts or hauled equipment at Camp Polk because of the 
shortage of Cavalry Horses. Unlike Cavalry Horses that were retired 
at Fort Riley, KS, some remounts that survived the rigors of their 
work were reportedly just turned loose when the army no longer 
had use for them. These animals were never given the recognition 
they deserved.  
 
Their history is so much richer and older than their ties to the 
military. Herds roamed the Kisatchie National Forest before and 
after the WWI and WWII eras and those toward the more remote 
Peason Ridge area are a smaller Spanish type. Native Americans in 
the area served as middle men in trading horses from the Spanish 
colonies in the Texas district of Mexico to French and Spanish 
colonists in what would become Louisiana.  
 
There is no evidence that the decendants of these ever left the 
area, other than being destroyed or removed by horse trader/ kill 
buyers in modern times. It has already been stated by the army on 
hard copy paper that the horses (or their ancestors) were once 
owned by heritage families. Citizens are concerned over the 
inhumane treatment and injury the horses already have been 
subjected to because of the army's unregulated capture program, 
and feel this is a shameful legacy that General McGuire has left 
behind. There is also much concern that depleted numbers of 
horses (fewer than had originally been reported in 2014) have been 
observed for several months now. Kisatchie National Forest is not 
just for hunters, it is for many people who enjoy observing all of its 
beauty and the animals in their natural setting. 
  
Horses were in the Kisatchie long before there was Fort Polk. They 
are Kisatchie Region Heritage animals and are part of the area's 
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history that in it's depressed economy, Louisiana can be proud of. 
While most of the horses should remain in their wild setting, 
several working together with the army and KNF, could serve as a 
resource to help humanely manage animals that truly are in need of 
care or adoption, through the use of low stress livestock handling 
techniques, wherever human intervention is actually needed. Many 
people, including myself, do not support the removal or destruction 
of these horses, which others do not understand or respect.  
 
Please reconsider humane, respectful solutions for these animals, 
other than having them removed and going to uncertain futures 
including SLAUGHTER in foreign countries. The horses' history goes 
back much further than their ties to military, it is SO IMPORTANT 
people begin to understand and echo this. They are Kisatchie 
Region HERITAGE ANIMALS. For many reasons, gelding or 
permanent sterilization of horses that are left to live in the wild is 
*NOT* a solution, either. 

 

ID: 69 Name: unknown (email name was mcbudward) Method: email 
Comment Response 

This is my third letter in Defense of Fort Polk Army Horses . The 
Horses there Should have a plan as to their safety . The Horse or  
The Animal that Built & served this country . 
Is not a Pest or  something  to 🔹🔹Be killed or sent to Slaughter 
This is a Tragic & Inhumane This is evident People are rounding up + 
Hurting  these Horses w/ Intent to send to Kill 
Buyers , who in turn Sell for current Meat per /lb price . As an 
American and Taxpayer this is Appalling 

Thank you for your comment. 

 

ID: 70 Name: Barbara Warner Method: Email 
Comment Response 

     With over 600,000 acres, there must be a place for the Kisatchie 
horses to remain and to be safe. Horses were used in most of this 
country's wars and many thousands lost their lives serving. The 
Army should be glad to repay horses for all they have done by 
leaving these alone. They belong to the American public as well. My 
husband is a veteran and was stationed at Fort Polk, and he said he 
never did even see any horses there. When horses are allowed to 
form undisturbed bands of complex families they will not over-
populate.  
   Horses were in the Kisatchie long before there was Fort Polk. They 
are Kisatchie Region Heritage animals and are part of the area's 
history that in it's depressed economy, Louisiana can be proud of.  

Thank you for your comment. 
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   Please do not allow them to be removed and possibly sent to a 
horrible death by slaughter. They deserve to be allowed to stay 
free. 

 

ID: 71 Name: Rae Nell Domingues Method: Email 
Comment Response 

     While appreciated that animal welfare/horse advocates will be 
given first bite of the apple, I thought this issue had been resolved 
with meetings and consultations with the Equine Department of 
the Humane Society of the United States and the Equine 
Department of Louisiana State University, and sterilization of the 
stallions would be performed with the use of ZonaSta-H as 
approved by the EPA, a perfectly well-planned solution to 
overpopulation. 
 
      These horses are part of the culture of Louisiana and an effort 
must be made to work around the problems presumed caused.  The 
EIA virus has already proved in 2011 not to be a problem either. I 
do not appreciate the apparent effort the military is making in 
lumping the true wild horses of Kisatchie with the ones abandoned 
by irresponsible owners.  Prosecute the owners; not the horses.   All 
“owned” horses are now required by Louisiana law to be 
microchipped or tattooed when tested for EIA disease; shouldn’t be 
hard to find the owner.  
 
      Rounding them up to be sent to a slaughterhouse in Mexico is 
NOT the responsible, humane answer and not one that makes me 
very proud of our military. 
 
      Just like any other solution of an overpopulation problem of any 
species, sterilization is the key, and I sincerely hope the powers-
that-be are open to and welcome alternative solutions to an 
inhumane death.   

Sterilization will remain an 
option if the “no action” (COA 
1) is selected.    However, 
sterilization will not be 
effective to eliminate the herd 
due to continued release of 
horses into the herd by horse 
owners.  Thus, sterilization will 
not eliminate the safety risk 
and training impacts that 
create the need for this action. 

 

ID: 72 Name: Sheree Kiser  Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Do the right thing for these horses. 
Rehome them properly.  Screen, check references.  Assign someone 
who is concerned for these animals to properly screen applicants. 
These horses do not deserve to go to horse traders, I.e. kill buyers. 
Consider the horse and the part they have played in the US Army's 
history.  Shame on you for not protecting them. 

Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
also be placed on the list to 
receive horses. 
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ID: 73 Name: Bradford Goodwin; Sally Madigan; Carol 
M. Ross; Terri Simpson; James T. Quinn; Jody 
Ammerman 

Method: Email 

Comment Response 

I am writing to request that horses in Kisatchie National Forest be 
saved. Many citizens would like to see these free-roaming horses 
either remain in the areas they naturally migrate to or be relocated 
to another area of Kisatchie National Forest where they will be safe 
and unharmed. With over 600,000 acres, there must be a place for 
them. Firstly, I'd like to say, that before machinery, these horses 
WERE YOUR ARMY. They are to be honored, not dishonored in any 
way. Dog patrols get more honor these days. 
Our Free-Roaming horses should NOT be captured by HORSE 
TRADERS that sell horses for SLAUGHTER nor Subject to sale barns. 
After purchased at Sale Barns they end up in Feed Lots for a few 
days up to 2 weeks, then to crowded trucks in their own waste, 
with no food nor water, in extreme heat or cold to be transported 
across borders to be slaughtered.  
 
The Kisatchie region holds much Native American history and is one 
of the settlement cradles in early America that hunters came 
through, while others raised families, farmed and raised livestock 
through generations, including the logging and livestock railroad 
trade era of the early 1900's. Heritage Family members reported 
for decades that horses and mules were loosed when families left 
after their farms and land were taken for Camp Polk's military 
training use in the 1930s. Hundreds that belonged to these families 
served as remounts or hauled equipment at Camp Polk because of 
the shortage of Cavalry Horses. Unlike Cavalry Horses that were 
retired at Fort Riley, KS, some remounts that survived the rigors of 
their work were reportedly loosed when the army no longer had 
use for them and were never given the recognition they deserved. 
Their history is so much richer than their ties to the military. Herds 
roamed the Kisatchie National Forest before and after the WWI and 
WWII eras and those toward the more remote Peason Ridge area 
are a smaller Spanish type and though some like them are also 
found down by Fort Polk, they may have been there much longer. 
There is no evidence that the horses ever left, other than being 
destroyed or removed by horse trader/ kill buyers. It has already 
been stated by the army on hard copy paper that the horses (or 
their ancestors) were once owned by heritage families. Citizens are 
concerned over the inhumane treatment and injury the horses 
were subjected to because of the army's unregulated capture 
program and feel this is a shameful legacy that General McGuire 
left behind. There is also much concern that depleted numbers of 
horses (than had originally been reported) have been observed for 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
See response to comment #67.   
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several months now. Kisatchie National Forest is not just for 
hunters, it is for many who observe all of its beauty and the animals 
in their natural setting. 
 
Horses were in the Kisatchie long before there was Fort Polk. They 
are Kisatchie Region Heritage animals and are part of the area's 
history that in it's depressed economy, Louisiana can be proud of. 
While most of the horses should remain in their wild setting, 
several working together with the army and KNF, could serve as a 
resource to help humanely manage animals that truly are in need of 
care or adoption, through the use of low stress livestock handling 
techniques, wherever human intervention is actually needed. Many 
do not support removals or destroying horses which others do not 
understand or respect. 
 
Please reconsider humane, respectful solutions for these animals, 
other than having them removed and going to uncertain futures. 
The horses' history goes back much further than their ties to 
military, it is SO IMPORTANT people begin to understand and echo 
this. They are Kisatchie Region HERITAGE ANIMALS. For many 
reasons, gelding or permanent sterilization of horses that are left to 
live in the wild is *NOT* a solution. 

 

ID: 73a Name:  Sally Madigan Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I am requesting a non-harming, humane treatment of the Fort Polk 
Horses and to have their habitat preserved.  Please do not keep 
sending these beautiful wild horses to slaughter.  Selling them to 
brutal Kill Buyers who send them to a horrible tortured death is 
inhumane and unacceptable way to treat the historic herds.  These 
horses have the right to live not be slaughtered.   
 

Fort Polk is not intentionally 
harming the horses and will not 
designate any horse to be sold 
for slaughter. Animal welfare 
groups will have the first 
opportunity to acquire the 
horses and can ensure the 
treatment of the horses 
thereafter.  You may also be 
placed on the list to receive 
horses. 

 

ID: 74 Name: Holly Gerken Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please Don't remove the wild horses they are part of America's 
History and beauty!!! Save them don't remove them! 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
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ID: 75 Name: Melissa Cole Method: Letter 
Comment Response 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Animal welfare 
groups will have the 
first opportunity to 
acquire the horses 
and can ensure the 
treatment of the 
horses thereafter.   
 
See EA §2.2 regarding 
efforts to locate a 
“sanctuary” for the 
horses.  The potential 
relocation of the 
entire heard to an 
alternate location is a 
potential result of the 
proposed COA. 
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ID: 76 Name: Shelley Ferro Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Regarding the horses at Fort Polk, I am in support of step 1.  The 
animal welfare groups are in the best position to provide humane 
treatment of these beautiful animals and have been educated on 
their needs. 
 
Animal welfare groups have the funding and infrastructure in place 
to provide continuous care for these horses and are the best 
solution of the three presented. 
 
Please consider extending the time needed for these groups to get 
organized and arrange for pick up.  They are a long term viable 
solution and this is much needed for the long term care of these 
animals. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this important 
matter. 
 

See common response #2. 
 
Fort Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
potential animal welfare 
groups/general public and 
balance those against the need 
to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the 
horses.  Fort Polk believes that 
the limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures 
the time frames for each step 
are adequate. 

 

ID: 77 Name: Jeff Dorson; Humane Society of Louisiana  Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I would like to submit the following comments regarding the above 
captioned subject. I am in favor of: 
 
creating a horse adoption review committee that will: 
 
allow animal welfare charities (those with tax exempt status) to 
adopt the humanely captured horses ask that they submit a written 
proposal of how they intend to provide long-term care for them 
(and show proof of their resources or abilities to attract needed 
resources) 
 
I further request that this review committee allows these charities 
up to 45 days to complete the necessary paperwork and transfer 
process. 

Fort Polk has no objection to 
the 501c(3) organizations 
creating a committee to review 
and administer the adoption of 
the horses that are acquired by 
those organizations through 
the proposed process. 

 

ID: 78 Name: Janice Fischer Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Step one:  allow animal welfare charities to accept custody of the 
horses (10-30 horses at a time, over a 10 day period); Please extend 
the time period to allow additional organizations to adopt as first 
option to your plan for addressing their existence onn our shared 
planet, earth. 

See common response #2. 
 
Fort Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
potential animal welfare 
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groups/general public and 
balance those against the need 
to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the 
horses.  Fort Polk believes that 
the limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures 
the time frames for each step 
are adequate. 

 

ID: 79 Name: Claire Kirby  Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I am a member of the Humane Society of Louisiana and I would like 
to comment that I support the first proposal in regards to the wild 
horses at Fort Polk, which is allowing animal welfare charities to 
accept custody of the horses.  Please extend the time frame until all 
horses are adopted by humane charities. 

See common response #2. 
 
Fort Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
potential animal welfare 
groups/general public and 
balance those against the need 
to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the 
horses.  Fort Polk believes that 
the limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures 
the time frames for each step 
are adequate. 

 

ID: 80 Name: Patricia Pessar Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please allow these horses more time, i.e. 30 days, to be adopted by 
humane charities to ensure their future well being. (Option #1 
mentioned) 

The proposed COA does not 
contemplate that all horses will 
be adopted within the first 30 
days but only a small lot for 
each 30 day cycle. 
 
See common response #2. 
 
Fort Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
potential animal welfare 
groups/general public and 
balance those against the need 
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to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the 
horses.  Fort Polk believes that 
the limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures 
the time frames for each step 
are adequate. 

 

ID: 81 Name: Brandy Schmid  Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I am a cruelty investigator for the Humane Society of Louisiana. We 
have, of course, been following the Ft Polk horses with great 
sadness & concern.  
 
It's my understanding that a proposal has been made for the long 
term care of these horses, and we fully support the first proposal! 
We do, however, ask that the time frame be extended until all 
horses are adopted by registered humane charities. This will ensure 
proper placement and care and prevent the horse from ending up 
either in a similar situation or worse then they're in now. 
 
We have contacts across the nation that if given the opportunity, 
we can put out public pleas to assist in placing the horses. The 
transport and required vetting to obtain a heath certification to 
move an animal across state line is the reason for the extension for 
time request. 

See common response #2. 
 
Fort Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
potential animal welfare 
groups/general public and 
balance those against the need 
to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the 
horses.  Fort Polk believes that 
the limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures 
the time frames for each step 
are adequate. 

 

ID: 82 Name: Erin Caimi  Method: Email 
Comment Response  

I support to allow animal welfare charities to accept custody of the 
horses and ask that you extend the time frame until all horses are 
adopted by registered humane charities. 

See common response #2. 
Fort Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
potential animal welfare 
groups/general public and 
balance those against the need 
to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the 
horses.  Fort Polk believes that 
the limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures 
the time frames for each step 
are adequate. 
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ID: 83 Name: : Susanne Baber  Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I support the proposal that will allow the horses at Ft. Polk to be 
adopted and ask that you please, please, please extend the time 
frame until all horses are adopted by registered humane charities. 

See common response #2. 
 
Fort Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
potential animal welfare 
groups/general public and 
balance those against the need 
to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the 
horses.  Fort Polk believes that 
the limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures 
the time frames for each step 
are adequate. 

 

ID: 84 Name: Michele Johnson Method: Email 
Comment Response 

  I am writing on behalf of the wild horses at Fort Polk. I would like 
to see ALL of them get adopted by registered humane charities and 
I would like to see the time frame extended to get this done.  
 
  If they go to auction or citizens adopt them without contractual 
agreement, they could end up at slaughter and I am totally against 
that.  

See common response #2. 
 
Fort Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
potential animal welfare 
groups/general public and 
balance those against the need 
to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the 
horses.  Fort Polk believes that 
the limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures 
the time frames for each step 
are adequate. 

 

ID: 85 Name: Christine Gavlick  Method: Email 
Comment Response 

First, it is not man's place to decide the fate of these beautiful 
animals or ANY animal put on this Earth by God and/or nature.   
Second, these horses are part of our heritage and have harmed no 
one. Their ancestors were, at one time, of great use to the Army, 
and were used as backup mounts for our Calvary, therefore, these 
descendants should be afforded the same courtesy as our veterans 

 
See common response #3. 
 
 
Please see EA §3.1 regarding 
the origins of the horses. 
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and their families.  As police dogs are treated as officers, these 
horses are descendants of horses having served with the Army and 
should be respected and well cared for.  They should, at the very 
least, remain in their natural habitat, undisturbed.   
 
     I find the actions taken by the US Army to remove and/or force-
sterilize these beautiful animals truly unconscionable and 
inhumane.  These horses should be protected and preserved not 
dispersed and destroyed.  It is my sincere hope that the spirit of 
human decency will prevail and these horses be allowed to remain 
in, what IS, their natural habitat to live their lives freely and in 
peace and that they be afforded the PROTECTION of our 
Government in the future. 

 
 
 
 
 
Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 

 

ID: 86 Name: Marga Putnam Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing to request that horses in Kisatchie National Forest be 
saved. Many citizens would like to see these free-roaming horses 
either remain in the areas they naturally migrate to or be relocated 
to another area of Kisatchie National Forest where they will be safe 
and unharmed. With over 600,000 acres, there must be a place for 
them. 
 
There is no evidence that the horses ever left, other than being 
destroyed or removed by horse trader/ kill buyers. It has already 
been stated by the army on hard copy paper that the horses (or 
their ancestors) were once owned by heritage families. Citizens are 
concerned over the inhumane treatment and injury the horses 
were subjected to because of the army's unregulated capture 
program and feel this is a shameful legacy that General McGuire 
left behind. There is also much concern that depleted numbers of 
horses (than had originally been reported) have been observed for 
several months now. 
 
Please reconsider humane, respectful solutions for these animals, 
other than having them removed and going to uncertain futures. 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
 
 
See common response #3. And 
EA §3.1 regarding the origins of 
the horses. 
 
 
It is important to understand 
the annual migration pattern of 
the horses on Fort Polk.  The 
absence of horses from a 
portion of the installation does 
not indicate the horses are 
gone.  See EA §3.5. 

 

ID: 87 Name: Paulette Joy Murray Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please do no harm to the Kisatchi horses ! Do the right thing ! Thank you for your comment. 
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ID: 88 Name:  Judy Merrick Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Sterilization and mass removals are not the answer. These drastic 
and damaging measures ERASE & WIPE OUT part of early 
Kisatchie’s history. Their numbers have already been drastically 
reduced over the past several months!!!  The army has allowed 
anybody to take the wild horses into captivity and many of those 
were kill buyers who sent the horses to slaughter.    
 
This is so wrong on so many levels.  Historically the army always 
referred to the horses as “wild” until the army decided to get rid of 
them and they declared them trespassers in order to strip them of 
any protection under the Federal Wild Horse and Burro Protection 
Act. While the federal government alleged that removal of the 
horses was necessary for the safety of its military training exercises, 
no records provided in a FOIA response, pursuant to the Freedom 
of Information Act, indicated a connection between horses and it's 
training accidents in the history of Fort Polk. 
 
 Over 100,000 acres of Kisatchie National Forest lands are owned by 
the army.  There are now less than 250 horses on the land – not the 
500 – 700 claimed by the army.  The importance of these horses 
goes back much further than their ties to the military. This region 
holds much Native American history and is one of the settlement 
cradles in early America that hunters came through. While they 
were already there with Caddoan Native Americans, the horse 
populations continually increased from early 1800's due to 
European and other settlement and became very connected to the 
Kisatchie region, as they did in Appalachian areas and west of the 
Rocky Mountains, specifically because of human settlement as well 
as free ranging; to avoid disputes between settlers and tribes. 
 
Many Native Americans were gradually driven from the region up 
to and beyond the turn of the 20th century. So as in other areas of 
the United States, settlements replaced their homes. But many of 
the horses remained. There were not always vast fences, so many 
equines free ranged and reproduced on the range, just as they did 
in Texas and out west.  
 
Settlers raised families, farmed and raised recorded numbers of 
livestock through generations on Kisatchie’s fertile land, before and 
after the logging and livestock railroad trade era of the early 1900's. 
The history in the below referenced book cannot be denied. The 
Dept of Defense funded the research to corroborate its facts, which 
includes photos of horses and recorded populations of horses and 
mules in mid 1800's beyond WWll in and near what is Kisatchie 

It is important to understand 
the annual migration pattern of 
the horses on Fort Polk.  The 
absence of horses from a 
portion of the installation does 
not indicate the horses are 
gone.  See EA §3.5. 
 
The term “trespass” comes 
from a 2002 decision by the 
United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Louisiana 
which determined that the 
horses were not “wild” but 
rather trespass livestock.  That 
trial court ruling was affirmed 
by the United States Court of 
Appeals for the 5th Circuit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See common response #3.  
 
Please see EA §3.1 regarding 
the origins of the horses. 
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today. They roamed the Kisatchie region before and after the WWI 
and WWII eras and there is no evidence whatsoever that the horses 
ever left. 
 
Reference:  A Good Home for a Poor Man Fort Polk and Vernon 
Parish 1800-1940 by Steven D. Smith...funded by: Dept of Defense's 
Legacy Resource Management Program and administered by the 
Southeast Archeological Center of the National Park Service, under 
Cooperative Agreement CA-5000-3-9010, Subagreement CA-5000-
4-9020/3, between the National Park Service and the South 
Carolina Institute of Archeology and Anthropology, University of 
South Carolina. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ID: 89 Name: Sheila Groh Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing in regards to the decision made for the free-roaming 
horses Fort Polk Horses of Kisatchie by United States Army and 
General Timothy McGuire. As many would agree, this is not 
supported by the majority of citizens and that more needs to be 
done to save these beautiful animals. Horses are our heritage and 
deserve better and should be preserved.  
 
Please consider developing a plan to maintain and keep population 
under control. I firmly believe there are alternate solutions other 
than destruction or slaughter to horses that have given so much, 
whether provide therapy to children, a riding ranch, adoption, a 
sanctuary, or inmate therapy program that can help horses be 
adopted into loving homes. 

Sterilization will remain an 
option if the “no action” (COA 
1) is selected.    However, 
sterilization will not be 
effective to eliminate the herd 
due to continued release of 
horses into the herd by horse 
owners.  Thus, sterilization will 
not eliminate the safety risk 
and training impacts that 
create the need for this action. 
 
See EA §2.2 for considerations 
of these methods. 

 

ID: 90 Name: NOT PROVIDED Method: Email 
Comment Response 

This is so unacceptable and inexcusable.If enough people join 
forces,this can be stopped 

Thank you for your comment. 

 

ID: 91 Name: Mabel Taylor Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please know that I support the proposal to have all of the horses 
sent to rescues that can find homes for them.  We would ask that 
you extend the time frame past the 30 days allowed now so that all 
of the horses have a chance to be rescued and find homes. 

See common response #2. 
 
Fort Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
potential animal welfare 
groups/general public and 
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balance those against the need 
to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the 
horses.  Fort Polk believes that 
the limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures 
the time frames for each step 
are adequate. 

 

ID: 92 Name: Lori Wood Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing today to inform you that I strongly support the first 
proposal in regards with what to do about the wild horses. The time 
should be extended so that they will all be able to be adopted out. 

See common response #2. 
 
Fort Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
potential animal welfare 
groups/general public and 
balance those against the need 
to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the 
horses.  Fort Polk believes that 
the limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures 
the time frames for each step 
are adequate. 

 

ID: 93 Name: Kim Sheppard Method: Email 
Comment Response 

After the EA and proposed action announcement May 2016, 
regarding the Fort Polk, Peason Ridge and Kisatchie region horses, 
many citizens were concerned that their emails to the following 
email address (per the Army's request) from providers such as 
Hughes.net were not going through: usarmy.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-
public-response@mail.. Some interested in adopting were also 
getting a no answer, nor returned call at the number provided: 
(337)531-6134. This increases the chances for the program’s failure 
for safe placement and increases risk for the horses to end up at 
auction and unknown endings, including slaughter. Please put an 
immediate  halt on the intent to allow removals of any number by 
the US Forest Service and/or Army, or the public and give us a 
chance to work through this situation.  
 

After being made aware of the 
issue, Fort Polk contacted 
HughesNet and was informed 
by HughesNet that there was 
no problem with Hughes.net 
emails going through to the 
designated email address. To 
ensure that all members of the 
public were permitted to 
comment, Fort Polk extended 
the comment deadline by 15 
days and posted notices on the 
Fort Polk website, Fort Polk 
PAO Facebook page, and the 
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Multiple individuals have been working together to organize 
solutions for the horses, only to learn their numbers have been 
significantly diminished in the past several months, not only from 
the training areas, but other known areas these migratory animals 
roam to graze. National forests and national parks are for public 
enjoyment of nature and beauty of the terrain, vegetation and 
animals living there, not just for hunters or any one group that does 
not like certain animal species. 
 
Through no fault of their own, these horses have been put in this 
situation, partially because people have been friendly with them 
and fed them; causing them to remain congregated in this Training 
Area. This is never ever to be done with wild living animals. For 
theirs' and safety of all, these migratory animals need to be moved 
to another area until more appropriate arrangements can be made. 
With Kisatchie National Forest spanning over 600,000 acres, surely 
there is a temporary, if not permanent solution (out of Fort Polk’s 
training areas) that ensures the safety of the remaining free 
roaming horses. 
 
Public concern increased because last year, the army claimed their 
numbers were 500-700. However, estimates are there may now be 
less 250 remaining. Fort Polk army officials indicated in August of 
last year that no action would be taken to remove the horses until 
after their announcement.  But eyewitness reports indicate that the 
army not only has continued to allow captures of the horses by 
individuals (including horse traders that sell horses for slaughter), 
but many horses have been removed for decades.  
Documented reports indicate that capture attempts included the 
use of tranquilizer darts and rough handling that resulted in 
injuries, or in the death. By the army's own admission, no effort has 
been made to track the animals' whereabouts after their removal, 
or to prevent them from being shipped to slaughter after future 
transfers of ownership occur.  
Beyond the animal welfare issues, the importance of these horses 
goes back much further than their military training ties at Camp 
Polk. See history:  
 
This region holds much archaeological Native American history and 
continued as one of America’s early  settlement cradles through the 
Louisiana Purchase, Neutral Strip and  Civil War eras. They were 
already there with Caddoan Native Americans, who traded them 
with other tribes and early travelers in the Sabine area. Wild cattle 
and wild horses from vast great plains herds were driven through 
Louisiana’s Neutral Strip to market in nearby Natchidotches, a 

Fort Polk Guardian Facebook 
page.  Press releases were sent 
to the regional newspapers 
regarding the extension.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please see EA §2.2.5 regarding 
fencing to exclude the horses 
from Fort Polk. 
 
 
 
It is important to understand 
the annual migration pattern of 
the horses on Fort Polk.  The 
absence of horses from a 
portion of the installation does 
not indicate the horses are 
gone.  See EA §3.5.  Current 
observations of horses in the 
training area indicated that the 
population has not decreased. 
 
Fort Polk said they would take 
no new action.  Fort Polk was 
already working toward 
sterilization and allowing 
members of the public to come 
on post to capture a horse for 
their own use. (No action is 
section 2.3 of the EA)  To date, 
since the first announcement 
to the public in the summer of 
2015, 19 horses were captured 
by individuals in 2015 and none 
have been captured thus far in 
2016. 
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known trade-center of West Louisiana and to states east of the 
Mississippi.  
 
Many Native Americans were driven from the region up to and 
beyond the 1920’s, as in other areas of the United States, 
settlements replaced their homes.  More equines became more 
deeply embedded in the Kisatchie area, just as they did in 
Appalachian areas and west of the Rocky Mountains, specifically 
because of European and other human settlement as well as free 
ranging to avoid disputes between settlers and tribes.  
 
There often were no vast fences for the settlers’ livestock, so many 
equines free ranged and reproduced on the range, just as they did 
in Texas and out west. Settlers came by a few main roads in the 
Sabine, Anacoco, Camp Polk and Kisatchie areas. They raised  
families, grew produce, farmed and raised recorded numbers grain 
and livestock in this fertile region with abundant river ways, before 
and after the logging and railroad trade era of the early 1900's. The 
horses roamed the Kisatchie region prior to and after the WWI and 
WWII eras.  
 
Many archival accounts reference tame and wild horses as property 
for sale. There is no evidence whatsoever that they ever left.  
Before its efforts  to eliminate them,  even the army referred to the 
free roaming herds, as "Wild Horses."  The extensive history in the 
below link to  “A Good Home for a Poor Man: Fort Polk and Vernon 
Parish, 1800-1940” by Steven D. Smith cannot be denied by the 
army.  The Dept of Defense funded the research to corroborate its 
facts, which includes photos and recorded populations of horses 
and mules in mid 1800's beyond WWII in and near what is Kisatchie 
today: 
http://scholarcommons.sc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1049&c
ontext=anth_facpub  
    
Equines were loosed when heritage families left after their farms 
and land were taken for Camp Polk's military training use in the 
1930s: 
http://www.polkhistory.org/publications/Publications/Rememberin
g%20Fort%20Polk%20Heritage%202007.pdf  
 
NOTE: Hundreds of horses, along with mules that belonged to 
heritage families and civilians were pressed into service at Camp 
Polk, because of the shortage of regulation cavalry horses. These 
local horses were used as remounts, but they never got the credit 
they deserved for their role at Camp Polk. While they were not 
official regulation military cavalry horses, they served beside 
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thousands of other horses and mules in military training maneuvers 
on over 10,000 acres of  harvested timber land. In doing so, they 
too helped over 60,000 troops prepare for their training during 
WWI and WWII eras.  
 
Unlike some cavalry horses that were retired at Fort Riley, Kansas, 
some were loosed when the army no longer had use for them. 
Locals contend these generationally wild horses lived in the grassy 
and wooded Kisatchie areas longer than their ancestors can 
remember. Historians and others who did archaeological surveys in 
the area saw the herds in the 1970’s. These free roaming herds 
have been a part of Louisiana’s local culture of heritage families 
that shaped the history of parishes in and around Kisatchie National 
Forest since its early beginnings. If the removals are not stopped, 
the horses may be gone before any plan to save or move them can 
be put into action.  
 
Regarding sterilization- Along with serious concerns over humane 
treatment during such procedures in non-sterile settings, gene 
pools and hormonal instinctual behaviors that wild-living equines 
depend on for their very survival and natural selection are 
significantly altered when stallions are gelded or mares are spayed 
or otherwise sterilized. Others have speculated some horses may 
have been captured in larger numbers or destroyed. Concerned 
citizens are wondering what is really going on and they want 
answers.   
 
The Army's Equine Capture program perpetuates violation of state 
and federal regulations and the interests of local citizens, whose 
ancestors were a part of early Louisiana. The law contains legal 
mandates for humane handling of equines. The army and its agents 
are not exempt from compliance with these laws. The captured 
equines carry no identification. There is no documentation 
provided to validate their whereabouts. 
https://www.animallaw.info/statute/la-cruelty-consolidated-
cruelty-statutes 
 
 To illustrate the gravity of this matter, I am  aware of horses have 
been removed from Fort Polk Army Base; and soon after sold for 
slaughter. Within the past 2 years, 5 Fort Polk mares were shipped 
for slaughter and their young orphaned foals were taken in by some 
who tried to help them; all self funded. It can be challenging and 
expensive to properly feed foals at pre weaning age, and 
sometimes they don't thrive very well.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.animallaw.info/statute/la-cruelty-consolidated-cruelty-statutes
https://www.animallaw.info/statute/la-cruelty-consolidated-cruelty-statutes
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There is an epidemic with unwanted horses ending up at slaughter 
plants. Folks' lives, finances, or priorities change and they then 
need to "get rid" of the horses. Someone will gladly come pick the 
animal up, purchase for a small amount and then sell to someone 
else, and eventually to a horse trader/kill buyer or sell the animals 
at auction. Then the horses go down to Mexico or Canada for 
slaughter. While there are many sources that feed the heinous 
horse slaughter industry, this is exactly what happens to some of 
the >146,000 US equines annually (the number already exceeds 
80,000 ytd for 2015) More and more titled mustangs are legally 
sold to slaughter this way, as well. The Fort Polk horses are in this 
predicament if adopted out to strangers, who do not have the 
experience not the facilities for wild horses. To remedy some of the 
aforementioned problems that are directly relevant to the welfare 
of these animals, I have suggestions that might help make adopters 
more accountable. I and others would like to work through these 
issues, together with Fort Polk Army Base and US Forest Service. As 
a Wild Horse adopter and former safety/horsemanship instructor 
and volunteer with therapeutic riding over the years, I ask that you 
please give concerned citizens, with all levels of experience and 
expertise with horses; the opportunity to assist you in this matter. 
The Army and US Forest Service current methods puts the animals 
at GRAVE risk as it always has; due to the missing follow up and 
individuals trapping them. Horses should not be caught, roped or 
trapped. That's how those mares went to slaughter and the foals 
orphaned last year,  Please see below for an few examples of 
possibilities: 
 
Example 1-  Please view this video (an example of many) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rmt2XLKWM1o   and learn 
more about how displaced former WILD  horses can enhance the 
lives of Veterans who have become Civilians: "TWENTY TWO OF MY 
BROTHERS COMMIT SUICIDE DAILY. THIS IS AN EPIDEMIC... The 
horses look for leadership; you don't have to be strong to be a 
leader... You have to be present, you have to be aware, this is all 
mindfulness... You can hear GOD whispering through the horse's 
breath... They have gentled me; I thought I came to gentle them 
and I am the better for it. Suicide is no longer an option. These 
horses have shown me that I am part of something bigger than 
myself"  
 
Example 2- Read how citizens assist with management of Free 
Roaming horses in Theodore Roosevelt National Park: The "North 
Dakota Badlands Horse" (NDBH) Group; have a PARTNERSHIP with 
Theodore Roosevelt National Park (TRNP)-
http://www.facebook.com/NDBadlandsHorse  . The group was 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Environmental Assessment for the Elimination of Trespass Horses on Fort Polk, Louisiana 

Appendix G - Comments on Draft FNSI and EA Page 66 of 193 

 

organized in 2009 because the wild horses in TRNP were very 
vulnerable to kill buyers and there was no voice for these historic 
horses. "The NDBH has a unique Partnership Agreement with TRNP 
for the benefit of the wild horses that was signed in March of 2015. 
...now instead of the horses being rounded up with helicopters and 
going to the sale barn where they were vulnerable to kill buyers we 
now are assisting the park in gathering with low-stress methods 
AND it is our responsibility to find homes for them. The group is 
also responsible for the once out of the park population." Recently 
the NDBH group was invited to Stockmanship workshop. Members 
learned more about keeping stress low or preparing the horses to 
deal with the stressful events like weaning, vetting, loading and 
transport… Working together in cooperation can yield amazing 
benefits for wild horses.”  
 
These examples show how with patience, dedication to knowledge 
and respect for natural herd behavior, these horses CAN be 
humanely handled. Thank you for your attention and time in this 
matter. I would genuinely appreciate if you will reply back and let 
me know you will make sure to carry out honorable handling of this 
matter.  
 
Because so many have already been eliminated, I ask that these 
historical horses to the area remain as free-roaming and possibly be 
relocated to another area of Kisatchie National Forest, and that the 
sterilizations and removals halt immediately. Yes, law enforcement 
should do a better job enforcing animal abandonment in a few 
areas. However, several working together with the army and KNF, 
could serve as a resource to help humanely manage animals that 
truly are in need of care or adoption, through the use of low stress 
livestock handling techniques, wherever human intervention is 
actually needed. Should you want to discuss further, I can be 
reached at <redacted phone number>. I look forward to hearing 
from you. There is a more honorable and humane way to manage 
living beings who have remained part of Fort Polk, Peason Ridge 
and the Kisatchie region. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Given the size of Fort Polk, and 
lack information about places 
where abandonment might 
occur, enforcement of laws on 
improper abandonment are 
difficult to enforce. 

 

ID: 94 Name:  Pat Dupree Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

what could happen to the herds at Fr. polk if u are not aware of it .  
This has to depend on fact .  
Sir, this is the tip of the ice berg .  i intend to send more proof .,  
please build Fort Polk up on a firm foundation of greatness.  there is 
no greatness where there is dishonor and mutilation of sentience .   

Thank you for your comment. 
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ID: 95 Name:  Mary Bell Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Please, help save our trespass horses. This is the only home most 
have known. They have survived a long time in this area, so please, 
leave them there where they belong. Thanks! 
 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 

 

ID: 96 Name:  Daniel Cordero Fernandez 
 

Method:  Email 

Comment Response 

I am writing you regarding plans announced last month to remove 
and sell / give away all wild horses roaming in the Kisatchie 
National Forest in order to ask you to please take Course of Action 
1 “No action” or, at the very least, relocate them to other areas of 
Kisatchie, keeping them as free-roaming as possible. 
 
In first place, the wild horse population figures in the 500 – 700 
range claimed by the Army last year are not realistic. Current 
estimates indicate there are less than 250 equines remaining in 
total, which is consistent with the fact that the army not only has 
continued to allow captures of the horses by individuals (including 
horse traders that sell horses for slaughter), but many horses have 
been removed for decades. Thus, claims that Kisatchie National 
Forest is overpopulated with wild horses are not true. Multiple on-
site 2016 reports have consistently indicated scarce amounts both 
in the training areas at Fort Polk, as well as up at Peason Ridge. 
Because the army has not fully complied with 3 FOIA requests 
regarding the equines and army spokespersons or officials have not 
been fully transparent with requested information, concerns 
continue over the diminishing numbers of remaining horses, as 
they are scarce. 
 
In second place, the threat these equines are claimed to pose to 
drivers and soldiers during exercises is overstated. While it is true 
that the horses get in the roads, the speed limit out there is 25 
during the day and 15 at night, and they usually only get in the way 
if they are going from the day pasture to the night one or if they are 
being chased, so the chances of a fatal accident are small. In fact, 
deer and boar accidents are far more common. 
 
These horses are not particularly aggressive, unless you approach 
them very close, and do not really pose a real threat to soldiers 
during exercises, given that being prey animals, horses would 
choose to stay away from exercise areas during drills. Moreover, 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
Relocating the horses to 
adjoining areas of Kisatchie will 
not prevent the horses from 
returning to Fort Polk. 
 
Fort Polk conducts an annual 
count of visible horses.  Those 
actual counts have exceeded 
250.  Current reports of horses 
in the training area do not 
reflect a reduction of the horse 
population.  It is important to 
understand the annual 
migration pattern of the horses 
on Fort Polk.  The absence of 
horses from a portion of the 
installation does not indicate 
the horses are gone.  See EA 
§3.5. 
 
The Army fully responded to 
the FOIA requests received.  
Some documents sought were 
exempt from production under 
FOIA. 
 
Safety threats to vehicular 
traffic in the training area is 
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the army did not respond to FOIA requests asking for statistics of 
accidents during exercises involving equines, perhaps because 
there aren’t any. 
 
Field sterilization of these wild horses should also be discarded as 
an option. It would be not only tremendously inhumane and risky 
to perform spayings or castrations in a non-sterile environment, 
resulting in infections that would lead to slow and painful deaths, 
but also sterilization is not an appropriate alternative for horses 
living in the wild. Along with serious concerns over humane 
treatment during such procedures in non-sterile settings, gene 
pools and hormonal instinctual behaviors that wild-living equines 
depend on for their very survival and natural selection are 
significantly altered when stallions are gelded or mares are spayed 
or otherwise sterilized. 
 
Similarly, capturing these wild horses and selling them off at cattle 
auctions crowded by slaughter plant middlemen, or giving them 
away without any control as to who takes the horses and where 
they end up, is unacceptable. By allowing their capture without any 
kind of screening of who is taking these horses and for which 
purpose, the army is condemning them to a barbaric and agonizing 
death at a Mexican slaughter plant. Moreover, the handling 
methods used by those persons the army allowed to capture these 
horses violate state and federal laws. 
 
In last place, it should be noted that these wild horses are not 
trespass livestock but actually heritage animals. There are multiple, 
documented historical accounts of wild horses roaming Kisatchie in 
the early 1800s, well before Camp Polk was established. In addition 
to that, these horses are the descendants of cavalry remounts used 
at Camp Polk. Horses helped us settle the country and fought our 
wars besides us. They should be treated with dignity and respect 
and, particularly the Kisatchie herd, should be regarded as a living 
piece of America’s history, of the army’s history. That the army is 
allowing their capture while not making any effort to track their 
whereabouts after their removal, or to prevent them from being 
shipped to slaughter after future transfers of ownership, is very sad 
and disheartening. 
 
Therefore I urge not to remove these horses and to discontinue 
allowing their capture, sale or giveaway to individuals that are likely 
to resell them for slaughter. Further, I urge you to collaborate with 
local equine advocacy groups that already expressed their 
willingness to assist the army in managing humanely these animals 
and provide for their adoption, if needed, as well as to consider 

only one component of safety 
risk.  The overall safety risk 
posed by the presence of the 
horses remains. 
 
The horses have become 
acclimated to the presence of 
humans and equipment and do 
not avoid training areas while 
in use. 
 
The sterilization plan was 
approved in an EA conducted in 
2010 and is not the subject of 
this EA. 
 
Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
also be placed on the list to 
receive horses and thus, ensure 
the treatment of those horses 
thereafter. 
 
See common response #3. 
 
The term “trespass” comes 
from a 2002 decision by the 
United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Louisiana 
which determined that the 
horses were not “wild” but 
rather trespass livestock.  That 
trial court ruling was affirmed 
by the United States Court of 
Appeals for the 5th Circuit.  
Fort Polk will abide by the 
rulings of the Federal Courts. 
 
Although the Army has not 
established a committee along 
the lines suggested, full 
cooperation with 501c(3) 
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relocating these horses to other areas of Kisatchie National Forest 
where they will be less likely to get in roads or disturb army 
personnel or training operations. 
 
Thank you for your time and kind consideration of my comments. 
 

organizations has been 
incorporated. 
 

 

ID: 97 Name:  Edyce Rivet Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Please don't destroy these beautiful animals. Surely something else 
can be done. 

The COA that was identified as 
selected in the Draft Finding of 
No Significant Impact does not 
contemplate the euthanization 
of horses. 

 

ID: 97a Name:  Edyce G. Rivet Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please, please, please don't destroy the horses in Kisatchie, there 
must surely be something else that can be done that does not 
destroy life. 

See response to comment #97. 

 

ID: 98 Name:  LeeAnn Jarrett Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

You kill these horses...the world will lose all respect for you...this is 
so cruel!!! 

The COA that was identified as 
selected in the Draft Finding of 
No Significant Impact does not 
contemplate the euthanization 
of horses. 

 

ID: 99 Name:  Joan Gove Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing here to express my deep concerns about removing the 
Ft. Polk horses. I have concerns about harm to the horses in the 
removal process and breaking up families and losing their home of 
75+ years. I understand the needs of the Army Base training safety 
and that the horses need to be relocated from this area, but I have 
grave concerns with having the horses adopted out, which always 
has some risk. In addition, I have seen the question and suggestion 
made by many and that is... why can't the Ft. Polk horses be moved 
to another area in the surrounding 604,000 acres of Kisatchie 
National Forest? However, I have not seen an answer to this 
question and that is very disturbing.  

Relocating the horses to 
adjoining areas of Kisatchie will 
not prevent the horses from 
returning to Fort Polk. 
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I have a few questions regarding the Fort Polk cyclic process of 
removing the horses. Which again there is missing information as to 
the number of horses are being referred to for removal.  
  
1. In reference to the comment that Fort Polk officials will maintain 
a list of interested advocacy groups and will contact a group via 
email when horses are available to be picked up. How many 
advocacy groups are on your list and will all of them be emailed at 
the same time? 
  
2. The Second step of the process is very concerning to me. When 
you provide the general public a seven-day window to claim a 
horse, what background checks and precautions are set in place to 
make sure a good home will be provided and that the horse(s) is 
not going to a kill-buyer or won't be sent to a kill-buyer after by the 
individual adopter. What is the limit on how many horses one 
individual can adopt? 
  
3. The same questions go for the list of general public members 
interested in receiving horses. It is unclear from what I read, as to 
what step this is and when these individuals will be notified. Again, 
what are the precautions to make sure they can provide good 
homes and will not end up at an auction or kill-buyer. What is the 
limit of how many horses these members can adopt? 
  
I appreciate Fort Polk's plan in trying to remove the horses in an 
orderly manner; however, the best treatment for these historic 
horses is to remain intact with their families and not be split up and 
take the risk of ending up in an auction or worse. This brings me 
back to my question: Why can't the Ft. Polk horses be relocated to 
another area within the Kisatchie National Forest? 
 
I appreciate your time and will very much appreciate your reply and 
answer to my concerns and questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
The 501c(3) list has not been 
compiled at this time.  If a COA 
with 501c(3) organizations is 
selected, all will be emailed.   
 
No background checks will be 
conducted beyond those 
necessary for a person to gain 
access to the installation to 
pick up a horse.  There will be 
no limit on the number of 
horses one individual may 
acquire. 
 
Entities on the “give away” list 
will be contacted only if there 
are horses not acquired by the 
501c(3) organizations.  This is 
the same step you reference in 
point 2 of your comment.  If 
the giveaway step is reached, 
all on the giveaway list will be 
contacted 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ID: 100 Name:  Sherry Oster Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing to express my concern for the Ft Polk Wild Horses and 
to request that they be given the consideration that they deserve. 
Although Horses are no longer used or needed by  the military, it is 
doubtful that we would enjoy the freedoms that we have today had 
it not been for these wonderful animals. It hardly seems fitting to 
now have the Fort Polk Heritage Horses dubbed as “trespass horses 

The term “trespass” comes 
from a 2002 decision by the 
United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Louisiana 
which determined that the 
horses were not “wild” but 
rather trespass livestock.  That 
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“.  Do we have such a short memory and so little regard for our 
country’s history? 
 
While the first priority and responsibility of command at Fort Polk is 
to train soldiers, it is imperative to not lose sight of the main 
purpose of the Army and that is to serve the American people, 
protect enduring national interests, and fulfill national military 
responsibilities. 
Louisiana has lost enough in the last few years.  Hurricane Katrina 
and the Gulf spill have wreaked enough damage for one century.  
Louisiana should not lose these historic wild horses that have been 
at Fort Polk for generations, especially by the actions of the U.S. 
Army. These are Heritage Horses. There is a deep-rooted sense of 
history connected to these horses and to the people. For what 
purpose is the military if not to preserve all that Americans have 
fought and died for since the American Revolution? 
 
Surely it would be possible for the Army to find a solution. There is 
something called RESERVE DESIGN and it is being implemented all 
over the world. The Army is in the ideal position to partner with 
one of the universities and with the community to implement such 
a plan.  It would be a solution that could benefit everyone. 
  
RESERVE DESIGN 
Systematic conservation planning by C. R. Margules & R. L. Pressey  
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v405/n6783/full/405243a0
.html 
 
GERMANY 
Germany is now repopulating former military bases with Horses, as 
they have shown to be so very beneficial in restoring damaged 
ecosystems. Can Germany protect the wildlife havens on its former 
military bases? 
“These are the best conservation areas we have,” said Jurgen Rost, 
the director of the Rhine- Weser federal forestry agency. “There are 
no other places this wild and unsettled. Sometimes I think the 
military performed a public interest because they protected the 
nature here.”  
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jul/14/can-
germany-protect-the-wildlife-  havens-on-its-former-military-bases 
 
I am including an article that I think might be of interest. Horse 
Tales of the US Cavalry in Louisiana – 1941  
http://www.sfasu.edu/heritagecenter/9246.asp 
By Rickey Robertson 

trial court ruling was affirmed 
by the United States Court of 
Appeals for the 5th Circuit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The ability of Germany to place 
horses in areas unused by the 
military for training is not an 
analogous situation to the 
situation faced at Fort Polk, a 
highly active training 
installation. 
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There are literally thousands of stories that have come from the 
local folks throughout Louisiana concerning the Great Louisiana 
Maneuvers. Even today, when visiting with the old timers, just 
sitting on the porch drinking coffee with them, invariably the 
conversation will come up about the Louisiana Maneuvers. 
One of the greatest feats that was actually accomplished during the 
Louisiana Maneuvers was made by the U.S. Cavalry. During the 
night of September 18 and early morning of September 19, 1941, 
the 1st Cavalry Division, attached to the blue Army, swam their 
mounts and brought over scout and reconnaissance vehicles near 
Pendleton Ferry on the Sabine River. As General George Patton's 
2nd Armored Division, assigned to the Red Army, retreated from 
Many, La. north through Zwolle, La., the 1st Cavalry attacked 
Patton's blocking force comprised of the 2nd Cavalry Division. At 
Zwolle, the last cavalry versus cavalry battle fought by the United 
States Cavalry began. Surprised by the 1st Cavalry the Red Army 
units had several tanks captured at Zwolle, but of utmost 
importance, the cavalry troopers of the 1st Cavalry captured the 
depot and railhead located there. There at the railhead were great 
piles of much needed supplies. 
  
This cavalry battle raged all over the town of Zwolle. General Patton 
and his 2nd Armored were between Zwolle and Converse and had 
to turn around and counterattack the 1st Cavalry. 
Patton's tanks finally stopped the advance by the mounted cavalry 
troopers of the 1st Cavalry just north of Zwolle. When General 
Headquarters reviewed this battle, they were fascinated by the fact 
that the mounted cavalry troopers had forded and swam the 
Sabine River at midnight as they began their plan of attack on 
Zwolle. Just think, there were thousands of cavalry  mounts and 
cavalry troopers who swam the river at night! And not a man, 
horse, or vehicle was lost in this event! This was the greatest feat 
according to GHQ of the whole Louisiana Maneuvers. But no matter 
how great the feat was, the end was in sight for the mounted 
cavalry units. As the maneuvers ended, many officers and non-
commissioned officers were ordered to the Philippines. They 
arrived only weeks before the Japanese attacked the islands. These 
men were assigned to the 26th Cavalry, known as the Philippine 
Scouts. These men of the 26th Cavalry and their Filipino cavalry 
troopers, fought in the last cavalry charge in the history of the 
United States Cavalry as they stopped the Japanese tanks attacking 
the American-Filipino army units retreating onto Bataan. They held 
against the Japanese tanks but were decimated in doing so. And 
sadly the survivors retreated onto Bataan and one of the last food 
sources for the starving troops was the prized cavalry horses of the 
26th Cavalry. 
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And we must never forget about Sgt Reckless, the Korean War 
Horse Hero.  Our nation owes much to Horses. We should not 
ever forget that. 

 

 
 

Sgt Reckless - Korean War Horse 
Hero  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIo3ZfA9da0 Go to 
www.SgtReckless.com. Story of Sgt Reckless, a horse so heroic 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIo3ZfA9da0
http://www.sgtreckless.com/
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during the Korean war she was promoted to Staff Sergeant by the 
Commandant of the US Marine Corps, and is listed alongside 
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Martin Luther King, 
Mother Teresa and John Wayne as one of our all-time American 
heroes. 

 
I write this letter to you as an American citizen that cares deeply 
about our country and our historical heritage – including horses. 
I am seriously concerned about the future of the Ft Polk Wild 
Horses and I request that they be given the care and 
consideration that they deserve. 

 
Thank you for considering my comments. Your response will be 
appreciated. 

 

ID: 101 Name:  Cheryl Bowe Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing to request that horses in Kisatchie National Forest be 
well cared for. 
 
These free-roaming horses should either remain in the areas they 
naturally migrate to or be relocated to another area of Kisatchie 
National Forest where they will be safe and unharmed. With over 
600,000 acres, there must be a place for them.  
 
Please relocate them in the area, or at the very least let them be re-
homed slowly, as safe accommodations for them can be found. 
These horses do not deserve to be bought by kill buyers and sent to 
auction. 
 
Every horse should be accounted for and safely taken care of. 
They are Kisatchie Region HERITAGE ANIMALS and should be 
respected as such. 
 

Relocating the horses to 
adjoining areas of Kisatchie will 
not prevent the horses from 
returning to Fort Polk. 
 
Fort Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
potential animal welfare 
groups/general public and 
balance those against the need 
to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the 
horses.  Fort Polk believes that 
the limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures 
the time frames for each step 
are adequate. 

 

ID: 102 Name:  Erika Smith Method: 
Comment Response 

Please save these magnificent animals.  They represent the ones 
that helped 'us' when we needed it and now we must honor and 
foo the same for them. Save them please. 

Thank you for your comment. 
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ID: 103 Kathleen D Suda  Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please allow the horses at Kishatchi Louisiana to remain free 
roaming. There is evidence that they are being captured by 
disreputable people and sold to slaughter. These animals are a 
symbol of national freedom and do not deserve mistreatment. 
Please allow reputable equine organizations to manage the care of 
these animals and do not allow them to be removed and sold into 
slaughter. Americans see this as intolerable and inhumane 
treatment of free roaming animals on our government land which 
does belong to the Anerican people.  
 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
also be placed on the list to 
receive horses and thus, ensure 
the treatment of those horses 
thereafter. 

 

ID: 103a Name:  Kathy Suda Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I am an American citizen and tax payer. I want the horses on land 
that belongs to the government to be left alone to roam free. If the 
horses are interfering with training maneuvers the Army must see 
that they are cared for and taken to areas where training is not in 
progress. There must be no horse relinquished to kill buyers for 
shipment to slaughter. Injured or sick animals must be humanely 
euthanized by veterinarians. If good homes can be found through 
non profit rescue organizations the horses can be adopted through 
an approved process. We have never raised horses for food in this 
country and shipping them for this purpose is unacceptable to the 
American people.  

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
See EA §2.2.5 for analysis of 
creating an area on Fort Polk 
for the herd. 

 

ID: 104 Name:  Barbara Hanchey Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Since Ft. Polk is under new command, I'm hoping our plea doesn't 
fall on deaf ears. Fifteen years ago we went through this same 
upheaval under the commander in charge at the time.    
                                               
           Between the concerned local residents, the news media and 
the politicians involved, we were able to get a stay of execution of 
the horses roaming the army base. The army set up an adoption 
procedure with medical checks and vaccinations of the ones 
captured. Money was set aside by the government to cover the 
costs involved.  I am assuming this is the same money being used 

The events of 15 years ago 
were in direct response to the 
government of Louisiana’s 
concerns about EIA. 
 
According to media reports at 
the time, the Army agreed to 
allow the Humane Society of 
West Louisiana to adopt out 
the horses. “I want to see them 
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now.  If not, please tell us who allocated the new money.  Also, 
what happened to the other funds.      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Because of the uproar from the entire state and political entities, 
the whole idea was scrapped.  Now the horses are endangered 
again by the Ft. Polk ruling powers. Their plan now is to allow 
anyone who asks to take the horses. Most of these will end up 
being trucked to Mexico for slaughter under horrific conditions.  
 
            I have yet to see proof that these animals have injured any 
military personnel. I have seen proof of animals  being injured from 
harassment by military and civilian persons. Hunters are told off the 
cuff to shoot them if they are in the area being hunted.  
      
            Please, if your conscience will lead you to believe in the 
rights of horses that have existed on Ft. Polk and Kisatchie  for 
hundreds of years, you will understand why we are so enraged at 
the policy in effect now. You have the power to do what is right. If 
you just will.   
 
            As one of the people involved in the original campaign to 
save the horses, I hope you will see reason, as they did back then. 
Thanking you for any efforts you can do to help in advance. 

either adopted out to good 
homes or moved to a sanctuary 
where they can remain free,” 
said Barbara Hanchey, a society 
member.  Martin, S. (2000, 
December 2). Suit Seeks to 
block roundup: Coalition tries 
to save horses. American Press, 
pp. B1, B5. 
 
The need for the action is to 
prevent future accidents by 
eliminating the risk. See EA 
§1.2.3 
 
Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
also be placed on the list to 
receive horses and thus, ensure 
the treatment of those horses 
thereafter. 

 

ID: 105 Name:  Shannon Strong Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

After the EA and proposed action announcement May 2016, 
regarding the Fort Polk, Peason Ridge and Kisatchie region horses, 
many citizens were concerned that their emails to the following 
email address (per the Army's request) from providers such 
asHughes.net were not going 
through:usarmy.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-public-response@mail.mil . 
Some interested in adopting were also getting a no answer, nor 
returned call at the number provided: (337)531-6134. This 
increases the chances for the program’s failure for safe placement 
and increases risk for the horses to end up at auction and unknown 
endings, including slaughter. Please put an immediate halt on the 
intent to allow removals of any number by the US Forest Service 
and/or Army, or the public and give us a chance to work through 
this situation.  
 
  
 

After being made aware of the 
issue, Fort Polk contacted 
HughesNet and was informed 
by HughesNet that there was 
no problem with Hughes.net 
emails going through to the 
designated email address. To 
ensure that all members of the 
public were permitted to 
comment, Fort Polk extended 
the comment deadline by 15 
days and posted notices on the 
Fort Polk website, Fort Polk 
PAO Facebook page, and the 
Fort Polk Guardian Facebook 
page.  Press releases were sent 
to the regional newspapers 
regarding the extension.  
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Multiple individuals have been working together to organize 
solutions for the horses, only to learn their numbers have been 
significantly diminished in the past several months, not only from 
the training areas, but other known areas these migratory animals 
roam to graze. National forests and national parks are for public 
enjoyment of nature and beauty of the terrain, vegetation and 
animals living there, not just for hunters or any one group that does 
not like certain animal species. 
 
  
Through no fault of their own, these horses have been put in this 
situation, partially because people have been friendly with them 
and fed them; causing them to remain congregated in this Training 
Area. This is never ever to be done with wild living animals. For 
theirs' and safety of all, these migratory animals need to be moved 
to another area until more appropriate arrangements can be made. 
With Kisatchie National Forest spanning over 600,000 acres, surely 
there is a temporary, if not permanent solution (out of Fort Polk’s 
training areas) that ensures the safety of the remaining free 
roaming horses. 
 
  
Public concern increased because last year, the army claimed their 
numbers were 500-700. However, estimates are there may now be 
less 250 remaining. Fort Polk army officials indicated in August of 
last year that no action would be taken to remove the horses until 
after their announcement.  But eyewitness reports indicate that the 
army not only has continued to allow captures of the horses by 
individuals (including horse traders that sell horses for slaughter), 
but many horses have been removed for decades.  
 
Documented reports indicate that capture attempts included the 
use of tranquilizer darts and rough handling that resulted in 
injuries, or in the death. By the army's own admission, no effort has 
been made to track the animals' whereabouts after their removal, 
or to prevent them from being shipped to slaughter after future 
transfers of ownership occur.  
 
Beyond the animal welfare issues, the importance of these horses 
goes back much further than their military training ties at Camp 
Polk. See history:  
  
 
This region holds much archaeological Native American history and 
continued as one of America’s early  settlement cradles through the 
Louisiana Purchase, Neutral Strip and  Civil War eras. They were 

 
It is important to understand 
the annual migration pattern of 
the horses on Fort Polk.  The 
absence of horses from a 
portion of the installation does 
not indicate the horses are 
gone.  See EA §3.5.  Current 
reports of horses in the training 
area do not reflect a reduction 
of the horse population.   
 
Fort Polk does not have the 
authority to relocate the horses 
to land not owned and 
controlled by the Department 
of Defense.  Further, relocating 
the horses to adjoining areas of 
Kisatchie will not prevent the 
horses from returning to Fort 
Polk. 
 
Fort Polk conducts an annual 
count of visible horses.  The 
summer count for 2016 has not 
occurred, but in May 2016 in 
excess of 300 were counted on 
one drop zone. Current reports 
of horses in the training area 
do not reflect a reduction of 
the horse population but rather 
the typical annual movement 
cycle noted in EA §3.5. To date, 
since the first announcement 
to the public in the summer of 
2015, 19 horses were captured 
by individuals in 2015 and none 
have been captured in 2016.   
 
The public capture program is 
part of the No Action 
Alternative, COA 1. 
 
No copies of the documented 
reports have been submitted to 
Fort Polk.   
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already there with Caddoan Native Americans, who traded them 
with other tribes and early travelers in the Sabine area. Wild cattle 
and wild horses from vast great plains herds were driven through 
Louisiana’s Neutral Strip to market in nearby Natchidotches, a 
known trade-center of West Louisiana and to states east of the 
Mississippi.  
 
  
Many Native Americans were driven from the region up to and 
beyond the 1920’s, as in other areas of the United States, 
settlements replaced their homes.  More equines became more 
deeply embedded in the Kisatchie area, just as they did in 
Appalachian areas and west of the Rocky Mountains, specifically 
because of European and other human settlement as well as free 
ranging to avoid disputes between settlers and tribes.  
 
  
There often were no vast fences for the settlers’ livestock, so many 
equines free ranged and reproduced on the range, just as they did 
in Texas and out west. Settlers came by a few main roads in the 
Sabine, Anacoco, Camp Polk and Kisatchie areas. They raised 
families, grew produce, farmed and raised recorded numbers grain 
and livestock in this fertile region with abundant river ways, before 
and after the logging and railroad trade era of the early 1900's. The 
horses roamed the Kisatchie region prior to and after the WWI and 
WWII eras.  
  
 
Many archival accounts reference tame and wild horses as property 
for sale. There is no evidence whatsoever that they ever left.  
Before its efforts  to eliminate them,  even the army referred to the 
free roaming herds, as "Wild Horses."  The extensive history in the 
below link to  “A Good Home for a Poor Man: Fort Polk and Vernon 
Parish, 1800-1940” by Steven D. Smith cannot be denied by the 
army.  The Dept of Defense funded the research to corroborate its 
facts, which includes photos and recorded populations of horses 
and mules in mid 1800's beyond WWII in and near what is Kisatchie 
today: 
 
http://scholarcommons.sc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1049&c
ontext=anth_facpub 
Equines were loosed when heritage families left after their farms 
and land were taken for Camp Polk's military training use in the 
1930s: 
 

 
There is no reputable evidence 
that the horses present on Fort 
Polk today are part of a non-
livestock herd that has been 
wild and free roaming since the 
times referenced in this 
comment.  Some of the horses 
currently at Fort Polk have 
clear markers of livestock, such 
as being gelded, having halters 
or other restraints, and brands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See common response #3. 
 
There is no credible evidence 
that hundreds of horses were 
left by families whose land was 
purchased during the creation 
of Camp Polk in the 1940’s or 
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http://www.polkhistory.org/publications/Publications/Rememberin
g%20Fort%20Polk%20Heritage%202007.pdfNOTE: Hundreds of 
horses, along with mules that belonged to heritage families and 
civilians were pressed into service at Camp Polk, because of the 
shortage of regulation cavalry horses. These local horses were used 
as remounts, but they never got the credit they deserved for their 
role at Camp Polk. While they were not official regulation military 
cavalry horses, they served beside thousands of other horses and 
mules in military training maneuvers on over 10,000 acres of  
harvested timber land. In doing so, they too helped over 60,000 
troops prepare for their training during WWI and WWII eras.  
 
  
Unlike some cavalry horses that were retired at Fort Riley, Kansas, 
some were loosed when the army no longer had use for them. 
Locals contend these generationally wild horses lived in the grassy 
and wooded Kisatchie areas longer than their ancestors can 
remember. Historians and others who did archaeological surveys in 
the area saw the herds in the 1970’s. These free roaming herds 
have been a part of Louisiana’s local culture of heritage families 
that shaped the history of parishes in and around Kisatchie National 
Forest since its early beginnings. If the removals are not stopped, 
the horses may be gone before any plan to save or move them can 
be put into action.  
 
  
Regarding sterilization- Along with serious concerns over humane 
treatment during such procedures in non-sterile settings, gene 
pools and hormonal instinctual behaviors that wild-living equines 
depend on for their very survival and natural selection are 
significantly altered when stallions are gelded or mares are spayed 
or otherwise sterilized. Others have speculated some horses may 
have been captured in larger numbers or destroyed. Concerned 
citizens are wondering what is really going on and they want 
answers.   
  
 
The Army's Equine Capture program perpetuates violation of state 
and federal regulations and the interests of local citizens, whose 
ancestors were a part of early Louisiana. The law contains legal 
mandates for humane handling of equines. The army and its agents 
are not exempt from compliance with these laws. The captured 
equines carry no identification. There is no documentation 
provided to validate their whereabouts. 
https://www.animallaw.info/statute/la-cruelty-consolidated-
cruelty-statutes    To illustrate the gravity of this matter, I am  

used by the Army because of a 
shortage of Army horses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is no credible evidence 
that the Army released cavalry 
horses at Fort Polk.  During the 
1970’s, livestock was not 
required to be fenced in and 
permitted to roam across the 
landscape.  Those herds were 
owned livestock, not wild and 
free roaming horses. 
 
 
 
 
The sterilization plan was 
approved in an EA conducted in 
2010 and is not the subject of 
this EA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fort Polk does not capture nor 
oversee the capture or 
handling of the horses.  Fort 
Polk expects all those capturing 
horses to comply with 
applicable laws and 
regulations. 
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aware of horses have been removed from Fort Polk Army Base; and 
soon after sold for slaughter. Within the past 2 years, 5 Fort Polk 
mares were shipped for slaughter and their young orphaned foals 
were taken in by some who tried to help them; all self funded. It 
can be challenging and expensive to properly feed foals at pre 
weaning age, and sometimes they don't thrive very well.  
 
  
There is an epidemic with unwanted horses ending up at slaughter 
plants. Folks' lives, finances, or priorities change and they then 
need to "get rid" of the horses. Someone will gladly come pick the 
animal up, purchase for a small amount and then sell to someone 
else, and eventually to a horse trader/kill buyer or sell the animals 
at auction. Then the horses go down to Mexico or Canada for 
slaughter. While there are many sources that feed the heinous 
horse slaughter industry, this is exactly what happens to some of 
the >146,000 US equines annually (the number already exceeds 
80,000 ytd for 2015) More and more titled mustangs are legally 
sold to slaughter this way, as well. The Fort Polk horses are in this 
predicament if adopted out to strangers, who do not have the 
experience not the facilities for wild horses. To remedy some of the 
aforementioned problems that are directly relevant to the welfare 
of these animals, I have suggestions that might help make adopters 
more accountable. I and others would like to work through these 
issues, together with Fort Polk Army Base and US Forest Service. As 
a Wild Horse adopter and former safety/horsemanship instructor 
and volunteer with therapeutic riding over the years, I ask that you 
please give concerned citizens, with all levels of experience and 
expertise with horses; the opportunity to assist you in this matter. 
The Army and US Forest Service current methods puts the animals 
at GRAVE risk as it always has; due to the missing follow up and 
individuals trapping them. Horses should not be caught, roped or 
trapped. That's how those mares went to slaughter and the foals 
orphaned last year,  Please see below for an few examples of 
possibilities: 
  
 
Example 1-  Please view this video (an example of 
many)www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rmt2XLKWM1o and learn more 
about how displaced former WILD  horses can enhance the lives of 
Veterans who have become Civilians: "TWENTY TWO OF MY 
BROTHERS COMMIT SUICIDE DAILY. THIS IS AN EPIDEMIC... The 
horses look for leadership; you don't have to be strong to be a 
leader... You have to be present, you have to be aware, this is all 
mindfulness... You can hear GOD whispering through the horse's 
breath... They have gentled me; I thought I came to gentle them 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fort Polk agrees that there is a 
large number of unwanted 
horses in the United States and 
that many persons seek to “get 
rid” of the horses by releasing 
them onto Fort Polk. 
 
 
Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
also be placed on the list to 
receive horses and thus, ensure 
the treatment of those horses 
thereafter.  Fort Polk has no 
objection to the animal welfare 
groups enacting restrictions 
and guidelines on the horses 
they adopt out.  
 
See EA §2.2 regarding Fort 
Polk’s efforts to find an entity 
willing to take the horses for 
therapy purposes. 
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and I am the better for it. Suicide is no longer an option. These 
horses have shown me that I am part of something bigger than 
myself"  
 
  
Example 2- Read how citizens assist with management of Free 
Roaming horses in Theodore Roosevelt National Park: The "North 
Dakota Badlands Horse" (NDBH) Group; have a PARTNERSHIP with 
Theodore Roosevelt National Park (TRNP)-
www.facebook.com/NDBadlandsHorse. The group was organized in 
2009 because the wild horses in TRNP were very vulnerable to kill 
buyers and there was no voice for these historic horses. "The NDBH 
has a unique Partnership Agreement with TRNP for the benefit of 
the wild horses that was signed in March of 2015. ...now instead of 
the horses being rounded up with helicopters and going to the sale 
barn where they were vulnerable to kill buyers we now are assisting 
the park in gathering with low-stress methods AND it is our 
responsibility to find homes for them. The group is also responsible 
for the once out of the park population." Recently the NDBH group 
was invited to Stockmanship workshop. Members learned more 
about keeping stress low or preparing the horses to deal with the 
stressful events like weaning, vetting, loading and transport… 
Working together in cooperation can yield amazing benefits for 
wild horses.”  
 
  
These examples show how with patience, dedication to knowledge 
and respect for natural herd behavior, these horses CAN be 
humanely handled. Thank you for your attention and time in this 
matter. I would genuinely appreciate if you will reply back and let 
me know you will make sure to carry out honorable handling of this 
matter.  
  
Because so many have already been eliminated, I ask that these 
historical horses to the area remain as free-roaming and possibly be 
relocated to another area of Kisatchie National Forest, and that the 
sterilizations and removals halt immediately. Yes, law enforcement 
should do a better job enforcing animal abandonment in a few 
areas. However, several working together with the army and KNF, 
could serve as a resource to help humanely manage animals that 
truly are in need of care or adoption, through the use of low stress 
livestock handling techniques, wherever human intervention is 
actually needed. Should you want to discuss further, I can be 
reached at (redacted). I look forward to hearing from you. There is 
a more honorable and humane way to manage living beings who 

 
 
 
 
 
Fort Polk envisions a similar 
result under the proposed COA 
in which Fort Polk will capture 
the horses and provide to an 
animal welfare group who will 
be responsible for finding 
homes for the horses. 
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have remained part of Fort Polk, Peason Ridge and the Kisatchie 
Region. 
 
  
I do not believe the previous General Timothy McGuire’s Order was 
issued legally and according to proper protocol. I believe you have 
the power to do what is right and we, Pegasus, and many 501c3s 
are willing and able to support you in figuring out how to legally 
and successfully resolve this “dilemma”. Please reach out and let’s 
start over.   Let’s do this right and support Louisiana’s heritage and 
respect the community in which you are beginning your command.  
Thank you for your ear and your open mind.  
  
 
With Gratitude and hopes for a “win-win” resolution, 

 

ID: 106 Name:  Susan Carter Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

“Beyond documenting the inception and success of Fort Polk’s 
Heritage Project, I hope this effort will provide a template for 
preserving family heritage at other military installations, and serve 
as a primer for promoting community partnerships in the future.” 
Col. David Sarge 
 
Fort Polk owes a debt of gratitude to the Kisatchie people, who 
were removed from their farms and homes.  The horses are a 
lasting vestige of what once was.  They are documented being 
there since at least the 1930’s or much earlier.  
 
The Army and Kisatchie National Forest share 100,000 acres. 
The horses have been documented as being used by the Army 
Cavalry. There is a long tradition of boarding horses at the Fort. It 
really is a valuable, unique tradition. 
 
In New Mexico, in a very, very harsh environment horses were 
found on the White Sands Missile  Base.  This is an extremely dry, 
hot environment where very little forage grows.   
The horses that roamed there needed to be removed for their own 
sake, as they faced starvation and dehydration.  
 
The NM Atty. General, Tom Udall ruled in an Opinion in 1994, that 
they were “wild” horses, although, not protected under the Wild 
Free Roaming Horse and Burro Act.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Research of Army 
documentation does not reflect 
that any of the horses were 
used as cavalry horses by the 
Army. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Environmental Assessment for the Elimination of Trespass Horses on Fort Polk, Louisiana 

Appendix G - Comments on Draft FNSI and EA Page 84 of 193 

 

They were not Livestock, as they were never domesticated. As such, 
they were removed to a Sanctuary, and not allowed to be rounded-
up as Estray by the Livestock Board. 
 
https://letourlandrest.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/94-06-nmag-
opinion.pdf The Udall Opinion, White Sands Missile Base Horses 
 
 
The Ft. Polk horses are even more unique in that they share habitat 
with the Kisatchie Natl. Forest. In a very recent action in Arizona, 
the Salt River Horses, in a State Forest were given over to a shared 
State and Private partnership made up of Horse Advocates, who 
will be involved in their maintenance and administration via darting 
of birth control.  
Also, recent Congressional action may involve funding for horses in 
National and State Forests, this will be decided in up-coming 
Budget talks in June.  
No action should be taken till these legal parameters are fully 
vetted.  
 
There are admitted Kill Buyers, such as Tommy Driggers who have 
been allowed to capture horses for others than himself. These 
horses most likely ended up at Bastrop Kill pens. This is just wrong. 
These valuable animals are worth far more than meat prices.  
Do not allow them to be gathered by anyone known to supply kill 
buyers. 
 
Surely over-growth of grasses is a problem and fire, an ever present 
danger. These horses could be very valuable tools in preventing 
fire.  It is understandable that they should be kept off the roads.  
But, they certainly provide an ecological service by keeping grasses 
down.  
 
Perhaps, Fort Polk could become a rehabilitation center for 
Wounded Warriors (mentally and physically.). Interaction with 
horses is a  well-established therapy.   Interacting, grooming and 
gentling horses is good for the soul.  As Winston Churchill said, 
"something about the outside of a horse is good for the inside of a 
man." 
 

Relocation is a potential result 
under COAs 2, 5, and 7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk, even as a 
“managed herd”, does not 
remove the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
 
 
 
No reputable evidence has 
been presented to Fort Polk 
that Mr. Driggers has sold any 
horse he captured on Fort Polk 
for slaughter. 
 
 
Fire is a necessary part of the 
Fort Polk ecosystem.  
Suppressing fire would have 
detrimental ecological impacts.  
Fort Polk routinely intentionally 
conducts controlled burns of 
the forest. 
 
See EA §2.2 regarding Fort 
Polk’s efforts to find an entity 
willing to take the horses for 
therapy purposes. 
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ID: 107 Name:  Sam Bryant Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

We are a 501c3 rescue that wants to adopt as many horses as 
possible. Our land belongs to a close relative of Gordon Cooper one 
of the first seven astronauts. He is a true American hero. Our 
caretaker  served at Fort Polk years ago. 
 
We feel we have a history with Fort Polk and these amazing 
descendants of Calvary horses. 
 
Please consider us at the top of the list.. It is so important to us to 
help place the horses. Please allow us to place in Horse Sanctuaries 
near us and with vetted adoptees. The majority of our horses are 
wild. We specialize in placing and taming these wonderful 
creatures. 
 
Sam Bryant 
(redacted) 
 
Office: We have several pastures we manage. 
 
www.saveamustang.horse 
 
Please do not condemn us for fighting for freedom of the mustangs 
and banning slaughter. The best thing for the horses is all we truly 
care about. We hope you feel the same way. 

If one of the action COAs is 
selected, persons and 
organizations who have 
requested to be placed on a list 
in a comment will be notified 
directly when the list is created 
so they may request to be on 
the list.  In addition, there will 
be a general public notification 
about the list creation to 
permit any other person or 
organization to request to be 
added to a list. 

 

ID: 107a Name:  Sam Bryant Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I wrote via email, our interest in assisting with the Trespass Horses. 
Our caretaker was posted at Fort Polk as well as we are on the land 
of the daughter of one of America's greatest heroes Gordon 
Cooper, one of the first seven astronauts. 
 
We feel a connection to the horses and would like to help do what's 
best for them. 
 
I am attaching our 990-N for our 501c3. We have many  volunteers 
and network with other 501c3 rescues. 
 
Thank you for the time. We hope to work with you in the future. 

See response to comment 107. 
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ID: 108 Name:  Unknown Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Why does the government have to mess with the horses! They are 
in the areas and harm no one. Beautiful to watch the herds gather 
and run free. Or is that what bothers the government, they can't 
control them? They are free? These horses are from long lines that 
have served our military, why not treat them as we do our service 
dog's? I say protect them and let them run free! 

Thank you for your comment. 

 

ID: 109 Name:  Linda Hurst Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

It is with great emotion that I urge you to PROTECT and not destroy 
the wild horses that live on and around the army base near 
Kisatchie. Their history and heritage are worth the sacrifices of a 
few acres of pastureland. Our government can and should do 
better by those animals that have served so well in our past. Please 
find some solution to this problem that does not include killing 
these marvelous animals.  

The COA that was identified as 
in the Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact does not 
contemplate the euthanization 
of healthy horses.  

 

ID: 110 Name:  Leta Wilson Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

This is a respectful plea from a tax paying citizen to please not take 
any action that would result in the harm, death or extinction of the 
herds that roam this region.  You have heard many responsible 
reasons to not disturb or harm the herds in anyway.  I have one you 
may not have heard before.  It is the right American thing to do.  
Thank you. 
 

The COA that was identified as 
in the Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact does not 
contemplate Fort Polk harming 
or killing the horses.  Animal 
welfare groups will have the 
first opportunity to acquire the 
horses and can ensure the 
treatment of the horses 
thereafter.  You may also be 
placed on the list to receive 
horses. 

 

ID: 111 Name:  Elise Lowe-Vaughn Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I am the Lead Legislative Liaison for The Cloud Foundation, a 
nationally recognized wild horse advocacy group with a following of 
1/2 mil followers, and am also a Legislative Liaison with the 
Washington Horse Defense Coalition and the Safe Foods! Safe 
Horses coalitions with another 1/2 mil followers pushing for 
passage of the SAFE ACT S 1214 and HR 1942 (anti-slaughter 
legislation). I am writing to request that horses in Kisatchie National 

 
Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
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Forest be protected for the reasons below and to save them from 
the certainty of being collected by kill buyers and sent to slaughter. 
The DOD (military) is supposed to be protecting us...that includes 
the wild horses and other fauna on the grounds which you also 
share with them. We believe in our military and are counting on 
you to stand down and not let our horses be destroyed. 
 
Many citizens would like to see these free-roaming horses either 
remain in the areas they naturally migrate to or be relocated to 
another area of Kisatchie National Forest where they will be safe 
and unharmed. With over 600,000 acres, there must be a place for 
them. Firstly, I’d like to say, that before machinery, these horses 
WERE YOUR ARMY. They are to be honored, not dishonored in any 
way. Dog patrols get more honor these days. 
 
Our Free-Roaming horses should NOT be captured by HORSE 
TRADERS that sell horses for SLAUGHTER nor Subject to sale barns. 
After purchased at Sale Barns they end up in Feed Lots for a few 
days up to 2 weeks, then to crowded trucks in their own waste, 
with no food nor water, in extreme heat or cold to be transported 
across borders to be violently slaughtered. 
 
The Kisatchie region holds much Native American history and is one 
of the settlement cradles in early America that hunters came 
through, while others raised families, farmed and raised livestock 
through generations, including the logging and livestock railroad 
trade era of the early 1900’s. Heritage Family members reported 
for decades that horses and mules were loosed when families left 
after their farms and land were taken for Camp Polk’s military 
training use in the 1930s. Hundreds that belonged to these families 
served as remounts or hauled equipment at Camp Polk because of 
the shortage of Cavalry Horses. Unlike Cavalry Horses that were 
retired at Fort Riley, KS, some remounts that survived the rigors of 
their work were reportedly loosed when the army no longer had 
use for them and were never given the recognition they deserved. 
Their history is so much richer than their ties to the military. Herds 
roamed the Kisatchie National Forest before and after the WWI and 
WWII eras and those toward the more remote Peason Ridge area 
are a smaller Spanish type and though some like them are also 
found down by Fort Polk, they may have been there much longer. 
There is no evidence that the horses ever left, other than being 
destroyed or removed by horse trader/ kill buyers. It has already 
been stated by the army on hard copy paper that the horses (or 
their ancestors) were once owned by heritage families. Citizens are 
concerned over the inhumane treatment and injury the horses 
were subjected to because of the army’s unregulated capture 

also be placed on the list to 
receive horses. 
 
 
 
 
 
Fort Polk does not have the 
authority to relocate the horses 
to land not owned and 
controlled by the Department 
of Defense.  Further, relocating 
the horses to adjoining areas of 
Kisatchie will not prevent the 
horses from returning to Fort 
Polk.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See common response #3. 
 
As discussed in EA §3.1, there is 
no evidence that the Army 
released Army owned horses at 
Fort Polk. 
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program and feel this is a shameful legacy that General McGuire 
left behind. There is also much concern that depleted numbers of 
horses (than had originally been reported) have been observed for 
several months now. Kisatchie National Forest is not just for 
hunters, it is for many who observe all of its beauty and the animals 
in their natural setting.  
 
Horses were in the Kisatchie long before there was Fort Polk. They 
are Kisatchie Region Heritage animals and are part of the area’s 
history that in it’s depressed economy, Louisiana can be proud of. 
While most of the horses should remain in their wild setting, 
several working together with the army and KNF, could serve as a 
resource to help humanely manage animals that truly are in need of 
care or adoption, through the use of low stress livestock handling 
techniques, wherever human intervention is actually needed. Many 
do not support removals or destroying horses which others do not 
understand or respect.  
 
Please reconsider humane, respectful solutions for these animals, 
other than having them removed and going to uncertain futures. 
The horses’ history goes back much further than their ties to 
military, it is SO IMPORTANT people begin to understand and echo 
this. They are Kisatchie Region HERITAGE ANIMALS.  
 
 
In appreciation of our Kisatchie Region Heritage Horses...elise 
 

It is important to understand 
the annual movement pattern 
of the horses on Fort Polk.  The 
absence of horses from a 
portion of the installation does 
not indicate the horses are 
gone.  See EA §3.5.  Current 
reports of horses in the training 
area do not reflect a reduction 
of the horse population.   
 
 
There is no reputable evidence 
that the horses present on Fort 
Polk today are part of a non-
livestock herd that has been 
wild and free roaming since the 
times referenced in this 
comment.  Many of the horses 
currently at Fort Polk have 
clear markers of livestock, such 
as being gelded, having halters 
or other restraints, and brands 

 

ID: 112 Name:  Karen Smith Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Sent from my iPhone  
 

ID: 113 Name:  Patricia Harrigan Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing to express my disappointment with the Army's 
seeming intolerance of wild horses and its apparent inability to 
share land with the heritage horses that live on the 100,000+ acres 
of Kisatchie National Forest lands under the protection of Fort Polk.   
 
"Trespass Animals" - really? In the past, the Army referred to the 
horses as "wild." This new name seems like an effort to skirt the 
protections offered under the Federal Wild Horse and Burro 
Protection Act. Surely the Army has more honor than that? 
 

See common response #1. 
 
The term “trespass” comes 
from a 2002 decision by the 
United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Louisiana 
which determined that the 
horses were not “wild” but 
rather trespass livestock.  That 
trial court ruling was affirmed 
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I urge the Army to make Americans proud by finding a way to share 
the land with these horses and preserve our Nation's heritage. 

by the United States Court of 
Appeals for the 5th Circuit. 

 

ID: 114 Name:  Theresa A. Tam Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Happy Memorial Day! 
 
I'm writing today to urge that the Kisatchie herds should be placed 
under protection.  I feel that as a citizen of this country, and 
further, as an Army veteran, those horses belong to the heritage of 
this great nation and to the history of the institution that is the 
Army.  Should the officials at Fort Polk, the state of Louisiana, or the 
federal government choose to eliminate the descendants of 
veteran Kisatchie horses they would be in violation of a sacred trust 
that mankind has had with the equine since time immemorial.  
Frankly, I just don't believe that the right to remove such animals 
exists. 
 
To put it bluntly, I'm asking that the equines making up the 
Kisatchie herds be permanently and irrevocably protected from 
harm, removal of any kind, or slaughter.  I've been on a firing range 
at Fort Carson when a deer has been spotted and witnessed 
firsthand that any range participant can call a ceasefire.  I know that 
at Camp Roberts, even the rattlesnakes have protection.  Simple 
fences can be built to keep equines away from live fire ranges and 
off of roadways.  Wildlife bridges can be constructed to allow for 
the natural passage of all wild species within any military 
installation.  I urge officials to stop looking for the easy way out, lest 
in a time of need, someone should choose to take the easy way out 
when it comes to your welfare. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
Please see EA §2.2.5 regarding 
fencing. 
 

 

ID: 115 Name:  Joanne Miller Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I AM ABSOLUTELY AGAINST removing or manipulating the 
population of the horses at  
 
Peason Ridge & Fort Polk  
 
Americans are overwhelmingly in FAVOR of SAVING OUR WILD 
ANIMALS. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT HARM THEM IN ANY WAY ... LET THEM BE FREE ...  
 
A SYMBOL OF AMERICA. 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
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ID: 116 Name:  Schrone Etherton Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Interested in getting my name on the list to receive or home a 
trespass horse 
 

If one of the action COAs is 
selected, persons and 
organizations who have 
requested to be placed on a list 
in a comment will be notified 
directly when the list is created 
so they may request to be on 
the list.  In addition, there will 
be a general public notification 
about the list creation to 
permit any other person or 
organization to request to be 
added to a list 

 

ID: 117 Name:  David L. Dailey Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Apparently the US ARMY has determined that there is a problem or 
potential problem with the wild horses.  
 
Brig. General Timothy McGuire (specifically) was the person who 
deemed the horses as a danger or risk to the training of soldiers 
and the soldier’s family’s. He ordered an environmental assessment 
done to access the dangers and risks, or to confirm his own one-
sided opinion. The EA concluded that there were horses hit by 
automobiles on surrounding roads, and supposedly damage was 
done to private lands. Also horses in housing areas and droppings in 
driveways. Supposedly the Air Force had to cancel a mission 
because of horses on the Flight Landing Strip (FLS).  
 
There are a few people that agree with his decision to have the 
horses eradicated. There are a vast number of people who want the 
horses to be left alone in their natural environment. Ft. Polk has 
been here 75 years (1941 – 2016), the horses date back to the 
Spanish, Native Americans and Cavalry Horses. There are some 
horses that have been turned loose that date back to the time 
when local settlers and farmers lost their land to the Army. The 
Army took the land and now wants to eradicate the horses.  
 
The horses have been called wild, feral and trespass horses. They 
are as much to the culture and heritage as the people of the State 
of Louisiana. If you look back at history the white man almost 
eradicated the buffalo. I would not want to be the person or 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See common response #3. 
 
There is no reputable evidence 
that the horses present on Fort 
Polk today are part of a non-
livestock herd that has been 
wild and free roaming since the 
times referenced in this 
comment.  Many of the horses 
currently at Fort Polk have 
clear markers of livestock, such 
as being gelded, having halters 
or other restraints, and brands 
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persons who are responsible for the eradication of the historical 
wild horses of Ft. Polk/Peason Ridge Kisatchie.  
 
The General has now moved one but he has a couple of spokes 
personnel who are carrying out his demands, visions or orders. We 
have asked many questions but have not gotten no answers or 
answers with no merits.  
 
Questions like: Why? Why do you want to remove the horses? The 
indirect answer was: For the safety of the horses and the safety of 
the soldiers.  
 
Question: What is the problem? Are the horses biting or kicking 
soldiers? Answer: They are in the way and disturbing the training. 
The Air Force had to cancel a mission because of horses on the FLS 
– Do you know how much it costs to cancel the mission?  
 
Question: Can we not just move them to another area of Ft. Polk 
and Kisatchie? Ft. Polk has over 600.000 acres not to count 
Kisatchie National Forest. Answer: NO the Army wants them gone.  
 
(all of the above questions and answers are documented and can 
be furnished).  
 
It is not the US ARMY that wants the horses gone it is this General 
McGuire , and now he is gone . WE THE PEOPLE that live here, work 
here and pray here don’t want some outsider to come here and 
leave to tell us the wild horses need to be removed.  
 
There are a lot of other wild animals here (deer, alligators, hogs, 
raccoons, opossums, armadillos, bears, snakes…..) WHAT is the US 
ARMY going to take out next – for the safety of the animals and 
soldiers?  
 
I have done my own Environmental Survey – using my God Givin 
Good Judgement and Common Sense.  
 
I have done my own risk assessment. It did not cost the US ARMY or 
the Government a dime.  
 
I have concluded that there is NO PROBLEM. If it ain’t broke – Don’t 
fix it!  
 
It there is a potential problem it can be fixed. There is an easy fix 
that can appease the US ARMY, the horses and the people that love 
them as well as the ones that do not. It is NOT the removal or 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The need for this action is 
discussed in EA §1.0. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fort Polk does not have the 
authority to relocate the horses 
to land not owned and 
controlled by the Department 
of Defense.  Further, relocating 
the horses to adjoining areas of 
Kisatchie will not prevent the 
horses from returning to Fort 
Polk.   
 
Fort Polk has ~ 140, 000 acres, 
and, under special use permit 
from the Kisatchie National 
Forest, an additional ~ 110,000 
acres is used. (See Chapter 1 of 
the EA) 
 
Native wildlife do not pose the 
same safety risks and training 
impacts. 
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adoption of the horses. There are other ways to control the 
population without killing them. Horses in the housing areas are a 
potential problem. There is a 6-7 ft fence around the whole area. 
Not sure how they got into this area but should be relocated 
outside the fence where they lived peaceful for many many years. 
There are over 600.000 acres plus Kisatchie National Forest. The 
horses in the training area are a realistic scenario. Soldiers may 
encounter all types of animals in a real situation. Such as camels 
and cobra’s. Part of the scenario are people in villages with animals 
(Roll Players). They haul out horses, mules, goats and chickens. It’s 
called realistic training. If you take out the real part and make 
training over-safe it will get soldiers killed in combat. There is are 
other things that can be done to reduce the foot print of horses in 
the training area. Why are the horses in and around the FLS and 
villages? It is common sense – it is where all the training happens. 
It’s not because of the people and all the Action and loud noise – It 
is because there is fresh grass. YES – fresh grass. Every unit digs and 
at the end of the rotation the land is smoothed out and reseeded 
with fresh fast growing grass.  
 
There is a lot of unused range land to the south that could be tilled 
up and seeded with little effort. Encourage the horses to go to the 
other areas. We can all exist and train on the same land. I know 
what you are thinking, the US ARMY is not in the horse business. 
NO but the US ARMY gets contracts and there is plenty of fraud, 
waste and abuse. As I understand the US ARMY reserves money to 
maintain the horses. Where is that money (tax dollars)? What is it 
going to?  
 
The other issue of horses being hit by automobiles on the Highway 
surrounding Ft. Polk is something that every state has to go 
through. Some states have horses, some have buffaloes, elk, 
moose, bears, deer and hogs. This is just something we have to live 
with. Who knows if the horses that are hit are wild horses or 
someone’s pet who just got loose. We know people need to slow 
down and stay off their cell phones while driving. Accidents 
happen, even people have been hit in the road while walking or 
biking. Automobile accidents involving horses are very few and far 
between.  
 
Again I conclude there is NO problem with the wild horses. With a 
little bit of understanding and management we can all coexist 
together.  
 
I’m not originally from Louisiana but retired from the US ARMY 20 
years ago. I have been to Ft. Polk and JRTC as a training unit. I have 

While JRTC and Fort Polk 
presents soldiers with realistic 
scenarios during training, risk 
mitigation is a constant 
overarching requirement.  
Situations which present an 
unreasonable risk, such as the 
presence of the horses, is never 
permitted under the guise of 
realism. 
 
Erosion prevention through the 
repair of maneuver damage is 
an essential part of the Army’s 
stewardship of the land.  The 
planting of grass does cause 
the horses to be attracted to 
the training areas. 
 
 
 
Fort Polk receives no money to 
maintain the horses.  The 
horses are not owned by the 
Army. 
 
 
 
Fort Polk is unwilling to say 
“accidents happen” and not 
address methods which can 
reduce the potential of such 
catastrophic accidents. 
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been here to construct the FLS on Peason. My unit came here to 
construct the FLS on North Ft. Polk.  
 
We moved here in 1995 and I was an ENGR OC for OPS Group JRTC. 
I was also a cop for Roll Play. I own a small farm, a small business 
and we own several horses. I have experienced the wild horses on 
many levels through the years. The wild horses have never been a 
problem in the past (i.e. a EA done in early 2000 showed no risk 
whatsoever) and are not a problem for the future. We enjoy seeing, 
living and coexisting all the different wild life here in Louisiana.  
 
I would like to address the issue of the Air Force cancelling a 
mission supposedly because of the horses on the FLS. IF that is true 
someone was not doing their job. It would not take much to clear 
the area if someone knew a plane was coming in. How many times 
has a jump been cancelled due to high winds? It happens and it is 
how you react that makes a Leader. I have also heard one soldier 
that said he had to pull his risers to avoid a horse and ended up in a 
tree. Decisions you have to make to hit a horse or camel or land in a 
tree. That is realistic training and tree landing is covered in the 
training. ME- I would have hit the horse it might have moved!  
 
If you know Airborne Operations, you know that the Heavy Drop 
(Equipment) goes out before the troops. Realistically you could land 
on a piece of equipment like a tank, truck, Humvee, dozer and that 
is not forgiving.  
 
To summarize the wild horses are no more of a danger than a 
butterfly or any other wild animal. They should be allowed to 
remain in the training area away from the housing area.  
 
The ARMY created this issue and it is not a problem. STOP trying to 
fix something that ain’t broke! The US ARMY, the civilians and the 
animals must all coexist. You cannot call a potential problem a 
problem otherwise we would not get any good realistic training for 
fear of someone possibly getting hurt. Actually then a LIVE FIRE 
RANGE like we have on Peason should not exist. MORE LIVES are 
lost there than with any horse encounter. IF you used that 
mentality we would not get out of bed in fear we might break a leg. 
Training should be to harden the soldier not soften them. JRTC 
gives the rotational units a briefing which includes one on safety. In 
it there is a section about poisonous snakes, brown recluse spider, 
chiggers, ticks, poison ivy, alligators. I do not recall anything about 
those dangerous wild horses. Maybe this has changed now – that it 
is a potential problem.  
 

 
 
 
 
No EA was completed in early 
2000.  The 2010 EA regarding 
sterilization is the only EA 
completed thus far regarding 
the horses. 
 
 
The canceled Air Force training 
was a short notice training 
opportunity during a limited 
time window, within which 
time the issue could not be 
rectified to permit the training. 
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I hope we can get back to good realistic hard training because I’m 
concerned that a General is worried about a few wild horses. I’m 
also very concerned about what the real agenda is for wanting all 
the wild horses eradicated?  
 
There is a 30 day grace period for the people to vent and or share 
their concerns. Phone numbers and email seem to have issues and 
are not answered. I’m pretty sure the new Brig. Gen. Gary Brito is 
not getting the true picture and or all the information. PEOPLE 
really would like to know what his stand is on this issue now that he 
and his family are part of Ft. Polk and the Leesville Vernon Parish 
Community.  

 

ID: 118 Name:  Elizabeth Hines Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Please overturn General McGuire's unlawful order to slaughter the 
horses.  They have paid their price for Freedom. 
 
This is animal abuse at its finest! 

BG McGuire did not issue an 
order to slaughter the horses 
but actually directed this EA. 
 
The COA that was identified as 
in the Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact does not 
contemplate the euthanization 
of healthy horses 

 

ID: 119 Name:  Karen Krieger Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

As a former LA resident for 20 years & future resident I implore 
General Brito overturn General McGuire's Unlawful order!  They 
have paid their price for Freedom! 
 
I emphatically urge the army to PROTECT and not destroy the 
history and heritage found in these horses freedom! 

BG McGuire did not issue an 
order to slaughter the horses 
but actually directed this EA. 
 
The COA that was identified as 
in the Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact does not 
contemplate the euthanization 
of healthy horses 
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ID: 120 Name:  Jim Stanley Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Jim Stanley 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Kisatchie Horses <kisatchiehorses@gmail.com  
Date: Wed, Jun 1, 2016 at 3:58 PM 
Subject: Re: Save the Horses 
To: Jim Stanley <redacted>  
 
This is URGENT!!  
 
Thank you so much. This is a beautiful and knowledgable testament 
to what these horses mean to all of us.  
 
Please send this to the Army's email address below so it can count 
to the army!  
 
We need ever voice to count. Please send to the address below as 
well that's what the army will consider.  
 
We need them to hear your voice.  
Please send directly to the email address below!!! 
 
usarmy.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-public-response@mail.  
 
Thank You! #HorseWarriors 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On May 31, 2016, at 11:35 AM, Jim Stanley <redacted > wrote: 
 
 
 
 Save  the land and horses. No more land is being made or 
manufactured. Leave this as a park for the people and habitant for 
the horses and other wild life that have inhabited this area The 
Range for years and years. The armed forces have plenty of areas to 
use for training,manuevers, bombing ranges,etc. Do not slaughter 
these beautiful creatures for gourmet meals.As a native of Vernon 
Parish and citizen of Louisiana as well as the spouse of a retired 
military officer I urge you to find another solution and save the 
horses,land, and wild life. Marjorie Stanley  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
 

 

ID: 121 Name:  Dawn Houghtaling  Method:  Email 
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Comment Response 

To Whom it May Concern, 
I am writing on behalf of the wild horses at Fort Polk and in the 
Kisatchie National Forest. Please consider keeping these living 
symbols of our United States history on the lands that they 
currently reside. The majority of the public wants wild horses to be 
able to remain free. The horses have been in the area for decades 
surviving and becoming a part of the ecosystem. The best possible 
option for these horses would be a humane management plan that 
would include using the birth control vaccine Native PZP.  Thank 
you for your consideration. 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 

 

ID: 122 Name:  Ursula Watson Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Dear Decision maker: 
 
Please, find a humane solution for the horses that found their 
home around Ft. Polk for decades without ever an endangerment 
to our troops being reported. 
 
The American people cherish our horses as each of them is a 
descendant who's ancestors have served and gave their all not only 
in our wars, but in building this country. Each and everyone has 
benefited man in one way or another. For that reason alone they 
have deserved our respect and our protection. 
 
The Kisatchie horses at Ft. Polk could very well aid in the healing of 
the broken bodies and souls of our young woman  and men after 
returning from the ongoing wars. 
 
Open hunting and cruel sterilization or gelding practices are not be 
acceptable. 
 
Please, take the wish of the American public into consideration 
when working on a humane outcome as it is the American public 
(tax payers) who are keeping our Armed Forces funded and 
operational. 
 
In an area as vast as more than 600,000 acres there should be an 
area set aside for the horses to continue to co-exist with our 
Military personnel while local friends of the horses are aiding in 
their management. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See EA §2.2 regarding efforts to 
locate an entity to take the 
horses for use a therapy 
animals. 
 
 
 
 
 
Fort Polk does not have the 
authority to relocate the horses 
to land not owned and 
controlled by the Department 
of Defense.  Further, relocating 
the horses to adjoining areas of 
Kisatchie will not prevent the 
horses from returning to Fort 
Polk.   
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Please, take my comments into consideration for your decision 
making. 

 

ID: 123 Name:  Donna Thurlow Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Please protect our heritage, let the Polk horses stay. They are our 
history, heritage and legacy for future generations to enjoy! 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 

 

ID: 124 Name:  Jessica McDaniel Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Your Name: Jessica McDaniel 
 
Phone Number: <redacted> 
 
This herd as much right to be there as you, they have served their 
time and they deserve our respect. There are other options to 
manage the herd than getting rid of them completely and letting 
them get sold into the slaughter line. Why must we dispose of them 
like we do with all who have served our country? There are other 
options, and anyone who says otherwise is not educated in horse 
rescue and wild horse issues. Lets not let history repeat itself. 
Respect them for the service that they have given (without asking). 
Wild horses all over the country are finding the same fate and 
someday our children will not know the beauty of a wild herd, or 
feel the power of them running together. Prove the rest of the 
country wrong and prove there is another way.  
 
I implore you to find another way (a Better option). There are 
people that would be happy to help you find a way to save them. I 
am certainly one of them. Anything to prevent another herd being 
destroyed and another horse finding its way to slaughter. 

 
 
 
 
Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
also be placed on the list to 
receive horses and thus, ensure 
the treatment of those horses 
thereafter. 

 

ID: 125 Name:  Lori A. Walker Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

As an American citizen I urge you to keep the historical Fort Polk & 
Kisatchie wild horses free. 
These are historical herds whose ancestors have helped American 
soldiers. They deserve to stay wild and free. What is my favorite 
part about America and most other Americans, our freedom!  

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
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Wild horses are the ultimate symbol of that freedom. These are 
historical herds and should be preserved for generations to come. 
There is proof they have been there since the 1800's. They are part 
of our history. We the People want our wild horses to remain free 
on the land their ancestors have lived and roamed freely for 100's 
of years.  
  
We fight for veterans rights and the freedom of wild horses! Please 
join the American people and honoring what we ask by preserving 
the historical Fort Polk and Kisatchie free roaming horses. To have 
no accountability to what happens to these historical horses is 
unconscionable! They are family to the military! 
Please honor their ancestors past sacrifices for our great country by 
keeping them free. 
  
God bless America and the freedoms we cherish! 
  
Thank you for your consideration, 

See common response #3. 
 
There is no reputable evidence 
that the horses present on Fort 
Polk today are part of a non-
livestock herd that has been 
wild and free roaming since the 
times referenced in this 
comment.  Many of the horses 
currently at Fort Polk have 
clear markers of livestock, such 
as being gelded, having halters 
or other restraints, and brands. 
 
 
 

 

ID: 126 Name:  Margaret M Griffin Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing you to urge you to allow these horses to remain. These 
horses have roamed this region prior to and after WWI and WWII, 
peacefully.  They are Heritage Animals.  In the very least, please 
allow advocates to assist with their management.  These horses are 
scarce and hard to find, not just in training areas but also in other 
areas these migratory grazers used to be found.  After stating "we 
will protect your great heritage forever so younger generations can 
come and see your heritage"  how can they now be threatening?   
  
Please protect OUR horses. 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
See common response #3. 
 
See EA §3.1 regarding origin of 
the horses 
 
Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
also be placed on the list to 
receive horses and thus, ensure 
the treatment of those horses 
thereafter. 
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ID: 127 Name:  Deborah Dunlap Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

This email is a request for you to take immediate action to protect 
the wild horse in Polk County, Louisiana, and, the United States of 
America. 
 
It is imperative that you understand the historic value as the one 
attached to this email...focus on the picture and the sentiment of 
the soldier!! 
 
 
As an ex - wife of a soldier that has suffered severe mental health 
issues, horses can be a bridge back to civilian reality.  Every effort 
must be made to save these horses, just like every effort must be 
made to serve the veterans that risk their lives for the freedom of 
this country. 
 
Gentlemen, you have an obligation to protect these horses.  Stop 
the BLM waste and all illegal activities surrounding the horse 
industry. 
 
Make this country proud...do the right thing...protect our wild 
horses. 
 
Thank you and God bless you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Army does not have 
oversight, responsibility, or 
authority over the actions of 
BLM and the horse industry. 

 

ID: 128 Name:  Deb Klipstine Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

We need to make sure these horses stay at the river it's not fair 
that we remove part of History just because people don't want the 
horses there it was their place first and we are destroying enough 
other Natural History there's enough places for people to go and 
have Recreation they do not need to take that part of the river 
leave the horses at their home 

Recreation is addressed in EA § 
4.4.5.  

 

ID: 129 Name:  Laura K. Berry Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I wish to offer my comments on  the proposal to eliminate the wild 
horses from  Ft Polk . 
 
I believe that given the amount of time that the herds have been 
present in the area, they should be accorded protection under the 
Federal Wild Horse and Burro Act.  As such they should be accorded 

 
 
See common response #1. 
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protection from being captured , sold at auction and sent to 
slaughter. 
 
Rather than rush to eliminate the horses from the Kisatchie Forest 
lands, please allow them additional time to be given the humane 
treatment to which they are so richly entitled. 
There are multiple equine advocacy groups such as PEGA who wish 
to work with the Army to create a realistic and humane solution.    
 
In the proposed Three Step Program, there is supposed to be an 
opportunity for 501 c 3 groups to have an opportunity to purchase 
the horses.  Rather than allow profiteers ie kill buyers to purchase 
the horses and sent them to slaughter, please consider allowing 
only legitimate animal rescue groups to participate in the removal 
or relocation of the horses to suitable habitat. 
The Kisatchie National Forest has over 600,000 acres- surely there 
is room there for the remaining horses to be relocated to and 
permitted to stay.  Current horse population is estimated to be only 
around 250 horses and that amount of land should certainly be 
sufficient for now. 
 
I do wish to be notified of the progress on this important matter. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The question of legitimacy is 
one of the primary reasons 
why 501c(3) organizations are 
the only entities that are with 
the first opportunity to acquire 
the horses. Under the COA that 
was identified in the Draft 
Finding of No Significant 
Impact.  
 
 
Fort Polk does not have the 
authority to relocate the horses 
to land not owned and 
controlled by the Department 
of Defense.  Further, relocating 
the horses to adjoining areas of 
Kisatchie will not prevent the 
horses from returning to Fort 
Polk.   

 

ID: 130 Name:  Melinda Hall Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

 I ask that you take a moment to consider your options in 
managing the Fort Polk horse herds. As a former army “brat”, my 
love affair with horses began on  base at Fort Buchanan, Puerto 
Rico. We leased a horse on a “dollar deal” while Dad was stationed 
there. While I could go on and on about how great horses are, I 
instead will focus on the enormous debt this country owes to the 
horse. Horses have taken us coast to coast in covered wagons to 
chase our dreams. They established “amber waves of grain”. They 
ensured communication throughout the country as “the pony 
express”. They have been sacrificed in great numbers to carry our 
soldiers into battle; the civil war, World War I and II and 
Afghanistan. They heal the traumatized souls of PTSD vets and 
abused children as well as rehabilitate inmates. Today, too many 

Thank you for your comment. 
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American horses are shipped to foreign slaughterhouses under 
deplorable conditions. I purchased a 3 year old thoroughbred at 
“Thompsons Kill Pen” in Pitkin Louisiana in June of 2015, racing 
plates still on; just thrown away. Thompsons Kill Pen is a feed lot 
that provides horses to Mexican slaughter houses. It is 25 miles 
from Fort Polk and it is my understanding that one of its owners, 
Jacob Thompson, has already expressed interest in rounding up the 
herds at Fort Polk. Regardless of what he says, I know where those 
horses will end up and these animals deserve better than that. It 
has been suggested that the Fort Polk horse herds put our military 
trainees in danger and get in the way of training. I would put upon 
you that training around obstacles; including the Fort Polk herds 
prepare our troops for realistic ground conditions they may face in 
a combat situation. Winston Churchill once said; “There is 
something about the outside of a horse that is good for the inside 
of a man”. He was definitely on to something. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

 

ID: 131 Name:  Gillian Lyons Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

On behalf of The Humane Society of the United States please 
accept the attached document as our comments on the Final 
Environmental Assessment for the Elimination of Trespass Horses 
on Fort Polk, Louisiana.  
 
We appreciate the opportunity to comment! 
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See common response #2. 
 
Timelines are necessary to 
ensure responsiveness on the 
part of organizations and to 
ensure that all parties have a 
firm understanding of 
responsibilities. 
 
 
Punishment is not the intent of 
removing an organization from 
the list but rather a means to 
ensure that organizations on 
the list are actually 
participating in the process. 
 
Based on the input, Fort Polk 
will change the process as 
noted in common response #2. 
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Fort Polk is not funded to 
administer or monitor such 
agreements and does not wish 
to create the perception that it 
does have the ability. 
 
The process was structured so 
that the horse advocacy groups 
and individuals have multiple 
opportunities to acquire the 
horses before the sell step. 
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ID: 132 Name:  Kim S. Elkins Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Thank you for speaking with me last week. I hope I'm getting this in 
on time. Attached is a summary of resources, with explanations, 
contact info, etc & a short list of recommendation & ideas I came 
up with that may be helpful when coupled with the valuable 
resources & advice from the dedicated & professional Horse 
Advocacy Groups listed here.  I saw on Facebook that you had also 
spoken with Lou Lou Brewer of "B.A.S.H.D." about the horses at Ft. 

 
Thank you for your comment 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Environmental Assessment for the Elimination of Trespass Horses on Fort Polk, Louisiana 

Appendix G - Comments on Draft FNSI and EA Page 106 of 193 

 

Polk - I am so glad to find someone like you who is willing to talk 
candidly with concerned citizens about this important subject. 
 
If you'd like to speak with me again, I can be reached here or leave 
a Voicemail at: <redacted> (can't send or receive texts on this 
phone) 
 
Thanks again for your time!! 
 
 

Horse Advocate Groups & Resource List 
From Kim S. Elkins  

June 2, 2016. 
<redacted>@hotmail.com  

Cell# - <redacted> (Voicemail ONLY) 
 

Here is a link to an article that can sum up what Horse Advocates are 
concerned about happening to the horses at Ft. Polk, largely due to the 
actions of the DOI/BLM, which began under Director Ken Salazar & 
continues today.  The article is titled, “Inspector General Report 
Confirms Mass Slaughter of Wild Horses During Reign of Then-Interior 
Secretary Ken Salazar”.  
http://blog.humanesociety.org/wayne/2015/10/wild-horse-slaughter-
salazar-blm-link.html 
 
Summary: There are many other examples & evidence of the problems 
the BLM created for Horses & advocates & can be found on the following 
webpages. These sites also have info on the many issues facing the 
American Horses & Burros, both Domestic & Wild.  These people are very 
happy to talk with callers, especially if someone like you calls to get 
information for the best handling of the Horses at Ft. Polk.  They could 
help form committees, working groups, networking, & advisory boards 
for the efforts at Ft. Polk to humanely handle the horses there, as well as 
making referrals to other groups who can help with the rescue & 
adoption efforts.   
 
Each site has a list of resources & can also direct your team to the right 
Veterinarians to give proper care to the horses, including Humane 
Euthanasia if needed – it would be a good idea to have reputable people 
involved in case Euthanasia becomes necessary (although this will 
probably be rare), & can prevent any potential abuse allegations while 
the horse program is developing & implemented. They can also help 
prevent the horses from going to Killbuyers (KB’s) who may somehow 
attain 501c3 status, fraudulent or otherwise. Phone numbers are 
included where available.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The COA that was identified in 
the Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact does not 
contemplate the euthanization 
of horses.   

mailto:kse2468@hotmail.com
http://blog.humanesociety.org/wayne/2015/10/wild-horse-slaughter-salazar-blm-link.html
http://blog.humanesociety.org/wayne/2015/10/wild-horse-slaughter-salazar-blm-link.html
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These people & their organizations have many, many years of service to 
this cause & are VERY knowledgeable on the subject.  They also have 
contacts with & data from reputable researchers & scientists on the 
subject & can put you & your team in touch with the proper people who 
will provided information free of interference from the DOI/BLM &/or 
other similar groups seeking to eradicate our National Icons like the 
American Horse.  
 

Recommendations: 
 

*Form Committees & Advisory Groups from the list included here to 
assist with the ongoing efforts at Ft. Polk to     Humanely Handle the 
Horses while Preserving their Safety, Welfare & Historical significance 
*Develop  Military Horse History Museum – Including Display on Sgt. 
Reckless 
*Make Documentary on the Work done at Ft. Polk on behalf of the 
Horses & their History in the Military 
*Become a Forerunner on Humane & Factual Scientific Research on 
Domestic & Wild Horse Care 
 

Information on Sgt. Reckless & Current & Historical SIgnificance of 
Military Horses 

 
*SGT  RECKLESS Website:   
http://www.sgtreckless.com/Reckless/About_Reckless.html 
*Sergeant Reckless on Wikipedia:   
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sergeant_Reckless 
*Sgt. Reckless: Combat Veteran:  https://www.mca-
marines.org/leatherneck/sgt-reckless-combat-veteran 
*War Horse: A History of the Military Horse & Rider (Journal of Military 
History): https://muse.jhu.edu/article/262502 
*Society of the Military Horse: http://www.militaryhorse.org/ 
*Inside the horseback training for US Special Forces: 
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/inside-the-horseback-training-for-u-s-
special-forces/ 
*Military Mounts at Ft. Bragg: http://www.horsechannel.com/horse-
exclusives/fort-bragg-military-horses.aspx 
*Training: War Horse – National Army Museum: 
http://www.nam.ac.uk/microsites/war-horse/explore/training-
sport/training/ 
 
 

Potential Funding Resources: 
 
 

http://www.sgtreckless.com/Reckless/About_Reckless.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sergeant_Reckless
https://www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck/sgt-reckless-combat-veteran
https://www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck/sgt-reckless-combat-veteran
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/262502
http://www.militaryhorse.org/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/inside-the-horseback-training-for-u-s-special-forces/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/inside-the-horseback-training-for-u-s-special-forces/
http://www.horsechannel.com/horse-exclusives/fort-bragg-military-horses.aspx
http://www.horsechannel.com/horse-exclusives/fort-bragg-military-horses.aspx
http://www.nam.ac.uk/microsites/war-horse/explore/training-sport/training/
http://www.nam.ac.uk/microsites/war-horse/explore/training-sport/training/
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*Politicians: These groups can also connect you with the many politicians 
who are horse advocates, which may help with government funding 
necessary to complete this task humanely.  
*Private:  People with a history of assisting with these issues: Madeleine 
Pickens http://savingamericasmustangs.org/ 
  Victoria McCullough-International Equestrian & Owner of Chesapeake 
Petroleum & Supply Co. <redacted> at: 
http://www.bloomberg.com/profiles/people/18076774-victoria-
mccullough 
 

Advocacy List: 
 
Wild Horse Freedom Federation – R.T. & Terry Fitch – 
(Author/Photographer) 
www.wildhorsefreedomfederation.org  
PO Box 390   Pinehurst, Texas  77362-0390 
1-800-974-3684 
 
Habitat For Horses – Jerry Finch – Since 1998  
www.habitatforhorses.org  
409-935-0277 – Hitchcock, Texas 
 
Animals Angels – Since 2007 – Sonja Meadows – Is an Attorney 
who investigates Animal Abuse fulltime through her organization – 
Also trains law enforcement agencies in enforcing animal abuse 
laws & investigations  - Is certified as a Humane Officer & Covert 
Tactics Specialist 
http://www.animalsangels.org/about-us/meet-
animals%E2%80%99-angels 
PO Box <redacted>   <redacted>, MD  21158 
<phone number redacted> 
 
Horse Slaughter Information Network 
https://www.facebook.com/Horse.Slaughter.Information.Network/ 
A variety of individual & group advocates who network daily on 
Facebook about current issues 
 
HSUS-Humane Society – Wayne Pacelle – Director –  
 
 
Children for Horses – Declan Gregg – Very knowledgable & 
connected with many of these Horse Advocate Groups listed here – 
Has presented before Congress in DC on these issues 
https://www.facebook.com/children4horses 
 
 

http://savingamericasmustangs.org/
http://www.bloomberg.com/profiles/people/18076774-victoria-mccullough
http://www.bloomberg.com/profiles/people/18076774-victoria-mccullough
http://www.wildhorsefreedomfederation.org/
http://www.habitatforhorses.org/
http://www.animalsangels.org/about-us/meet-animals%E2%80%99-angels
http://www.animalsangels.org/about-us/meet-animals%E2%80%99-angels
https://www.facebook.com/Horse.Slaughter.Information.Network/
https://www.facebook.com/children4horses
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Front Range Equine Rescue (FRER) – Hillary Wood – Director – 332-
209-7510 
Email:  info@FrontRangeEquineRescue.org 
https://www.frontrangeequinerescue.org/?gclid=CK2ziPLHis0CFc9a
hgodP4wAjg 
PO Box 458 Ocala, FL 34478  (also in Colorado, Virginia & North 
Carolina)  
 
Historical information on horses; Worked actively with HSUS & a 
prominent animal advocate attorney to successfully delay & stop 
the proposed Horse Slaughter Plant in Roswell NM, & others 
 
The Cloud Foundation – Ginger Kathrens – Director – 719-633-3842 
http://www.thecloudfoundation.org/ 
Email: info@thecloudfoundation 
107 S. 7th St, Colorado Springs, Co  80905 
 
 
Washington Horse Defense Coalition – Joe Tafoya – Director – 
Retired Player of Seattle Seahawks – He & family run a sanctuary 
for a herd of Wild Horses in Redmond, Washington.  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/HorseDefenseCoalition/ 
Article describing his organization can be found at: 
http://www.redmond-reporter.com/news/303940341.html# 
 
 
ASPCA 
 
 
Equine Welfare Alliance – John Holland-President - 630-961-9292 
http://www.equinewelfarealliance.org/ 
PO Box 6161  Naperville, IL 60567 
Has list of Subject Matter Experts-In the US & abroad 
 
Paula Bacon – Former Mayor of Kaufman, Texas who worked 
tirelessly to shut down the Horse Slaughter Facility in that town in 
2007. Serves on EWA Board Director (See above) 
 
 
Vickery Eckoff – The Daily Pitchfork – Journalist – veckoff@rcn.org 
http://dailypitchfork.org   -   This is a new website, but Ms. Eckoff 
has been a professional journalist for many years, writing for 
magazines like Forbes, Huff Post, Newsweek, NY Times, Dow Jones, 
Conde Nast, etc. 

 

mailto:info@FrontRangeEquineRescue.org
https://www.frontrangeequinerescue.org/?gclid=CK2ziPLHis0CFc9ahgodP4wAjg
https://www.frontrangeequinerescue.org/?gclid=CK2ziPLHis0CFc9ahgodP4wAjg
http://www.thecloudfoundation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/HorseDefenseCoalition/
http://www.redmond-reporter.com/news/303940341.html
http://www.equinewelfarealliance.org/
http://dailypitchfork.org/


Environmental Assessment for the Elimination of Trespass Horses on Fort Polk, Louisiana 

Appendix G - Comments on Draft FNSI and EA Page 110 of 193 

 

ID: 133 Name:  Letty M. Grayson Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

FOR ACTION 
  
As a retired federal employee with the United States Information 
Systems Engineering Command (USAISEC) and the Joint Special 
Operations Command (JSOC) I am requesting that General Brito 
overturn General McGuire's previous order and I urge the army to 
PROTECT and not destroy the history and heritage found in the 
freedom of the Fort Polk horses. 

BG McGuire did not issue an 
order to slaughter the horses. 
 
The COA that was identified in 
the Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact does not 
contemplate the euthanization 
of horses. 

 

ID: 134 Name:  Janice Laurent Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

   I am writing this email to urge you to keep the freedom and 
protection of the horses at Fort Polk.  
These are innocent animals that deserve humane just treatment 
and need to be left in their current habitat and protected. 
  Thank you for your positive action for these wonderful horses. 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 

 

ID: 135 Name:  Emily Posner Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Attached please find Pegasus and ALDF's revised public comment on the EA 
and draft FONSI.  You can withdraw our original comments that we 
submitted and refer to these. 
 
Please CONFIRM that you received these comments in their entirety. 
 
Thank you, 
Emily Posner 
 
 
--  
 
Emily Posner 
Attorney at Law 
<redacted>@gmail.com  
<redacted phone number> 
 
Laws will not eliminate prejudice from the hearts of human beings.  But that 
is no reason to allow prejudice to continue to be enshrined in our laws to 
perpetuate injustice through inaction. 
Shirley Chisholm 
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See common response #3. 
 
The fact that some horses were 
present in the area during the 
1600’s and the fact that horses are 
currently present on Fort Polk today 
does not logically lead to the 
conclusion that the present horses 
are descended in an unbroken line 
from the horses present during a 
previous time.  Such assumptions 
ignore the fact that Louisiana had 
open stock laws well into the 1980s 
and the fact that virtually all horses 
were removed from Fort Polk by 
the early 1990s as a part of the 
effort to clear the installation of 
livestock (equine, cows, hogs) that 
had roamed onto the installation 
due to open stock laws.   
 
The Army will not designate horses 
for slaughter.  Further, while the 
slaughter of horses is controversial 
and is not the intent or desire of the 
Army, it is not an illegal process.  
The Army does not intend to create 
an approach that discriminates 
against persons involved in legal 
activity.   
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See common response #2. 
 
The 10 day time frame is not a time 
frame within which the entire herd 
must be taken by a 501c(3) 
organization and is not a time 
within which the adoption must 
occur.  As indicated in the EA, the 
10 day time limit is a minimum time 
limit that can be extended if 
deemed necessary by Fort Polk to 
accommodate willing 501c(3) 
organizations. 
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See common response #1. 
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The population information cited in 
this comment is information 
provided by the Army to Mr. 
Matthews and was included in the 
EA.  See EA §3.1 and tables 3.1 and 
3.2.  In addition, when performing 
the environmental analysis, the 
conservative actual count was used 
rather than the estimated count.  
See EA §4.4.1.2.  Furthermore, the 
Army does not contend that the 
population has increased twofold 
over the last year but rather is 
acknowledging that the actual 
count does not capture all of the 
horses and that the actual 
population is larger than the count 
due to the inability to canvas the 
entire population of animals in a 
forested area larger than New 
Orleans.  Regardless of the size of 
the herd, the same problems exist.  
Finally, this comment fails to 
illustrate how the environmental 
analysis would be altered if the 
herd size were different than that 
stated in the EA and thus, does not 
permit Fort Polk to address any 
alleged deficiency in the analysis. 
 
As discussed throughout the EA, 
Fort Polk concurs that abandoned 
horses and their progeny largely 
created the current population of 
horses. 
 
EA §1.2.3.1 states that the horses 
congregate in large numbers on the 
numerous drop zones and other 
open areas throughout the 
installation. 
 
EA §3.5 does not state that the 
horses use Geronimo Drop Zone 
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only in the spring.  Rather 
Geronimo is used as an example 
and Figure 3.19 is simply illustrative 
of the movement patterns rather 
than a reflection of the only 
movement pattern. 
Assuming that there are different 
types of horses, the type of horse 
does not change the impacts to 
safety and training and does not 
change the level of impact to the 
environment caused by their 
removal. 
 
As stated in EA §1.2.3.1, the need 
for the action is not the existence of 
past accidents but the imperative to 
mitigate the risk of future 
accidents.  Contrary to the 
implication of this comment that 
there must be actual death, injury, 
or property loss before the Army 
takes action, the Army is unwilling 
to risk the lives of Soldiers and 
civilians on the installation by failing 
to take action to eliminate a known 
hazard. 
 
Appendix B to the EA contains 
information about a second 
vehicular accident that resulted in 
substantial property damage to the 
vehicle. 
 
The lack of accidents between the 
horses and soldiers, helicopters and 
airplanes have nothing to do with 
the horses fleeing.  Rather, Fort 
Polk is having to commit increasing 
resources to constantly try to clear 
the horses from an area for 
training.  The horses are 
desensitized to humans and the 
training activities and do not flee 
human activity.  See the 
photographs of the horses walking 
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down roadways, in housing areas 
and among soldiers involved in 
training.  
 
It is specifically stated in the EA that 
the alleged threat of EIA is not a 
primary purpose for the action and 
information regarding EIA is being 
presented to ensure the decision 
maker is informed.  See EA §1.2.3.4.  
Inclusion of this information is 
consistent with the assertion earlier 
in this comment that all relevant 
information should be included in 
the EA.   
 
Fort Polk conducted public scoping 
before developing and analyzing 
any alternatives.  Fort Polk 
considered every reasonable 
potential alternative suggested by 
the public through that scoping. 
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So far this year, about 60-70 horses 
have been given contraceptive 
drugs and no horses have been 
removed through the public 
capture program. 
 
Note that in courses of action 3 and 
4, 12 months are given for the 
willing 501c(3) organizations to 
acquire horses.  COA 7 is a cyclical 
process.  If an organization was 
unable to participate during a given 
10-day period, it might be able to 
participate in the 10-day period 
associated with the next horse 
capture.  
 
Designation of COA 7 as the 
preferred alternative did not 
automatically mean that the Army 
would eventually choose it.  The 
Army only made a decision after 
reviewing public comments and 
updated information. 
 
The Army anticipates that it will be 
in frequent contact with 501c(3) 
organizations and reassess the time 
periods as needed.  
 
Reasonable alternatives: Section 2.2 
describes alternatives that were not 
carried forward for full analysis.  
The FNSI discusses additional 
suggestions received during the 
public comment period. 
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In 2010, Fort Polk conducted an EA 
on the sterilization program, which 
was published to the general public 
in accordance with NEPA.  At the 
time of the completion of this EA, 
no horses had undergone 
sterilization, so there was no 
information to release. As of July, 
2016, about 60-70 horses have 
been given contraceptive drugs and 
no horses have been removed 
through the public capture 
program. 
 
The COAs must be considered in 
their entirety.  Reasonableness 
can’t be determined by focusing on 
a single step of the process.  The 
COAs are each reasonable 
alternatives, and they represent the 
spectrum of actions within the 
Army’s ability to control and 
manage. 
 
There is no evidence in this 
comment to support the assertion 
that the entire COA, or the first step 
of COAs 2, 3, 4, and 7 are 
unreasonable.  
 
An adoption program that is 
extended out over a decade or 
more to accommodate the inability 
of organizations to adopt horses 
due to the overpopulation of 
unwanted horses does not meet 
the purpose and need of the action. 
 
Relocating the horses to a private 
entity subject to an agreement by 
which the government would pay 
for the horses to be maintained was 
analyzed and is part of COAs 2, 3, 5, 
and 7.  See EA §1.3.1, 2.3.2, 2.3.3, 
2.3.5, and 2.3.7. 
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The preferred and intended primary 
method to be utilized for capture is 
the baiting of capture pens so that 
horses move into the capture pens 
without external pressure. The 
secondary method of capture which 
will likely be utilized is the 
employment of personnel to 
physically round up and capture the 
horses. Fort Polk will not use or 
permit the use of aircraft to drive 
the horses over a long distance in a 
swift manner for purposes of 
roundup and capture.  See EA § 2.3. 
 
The requirement is that the agency 
cannot exclude a reasonable 
alternative on the basis that it is 
outside of its jurisdiction, not that 
the agency is required to create an 
alternative that is outside of its 
jurisdiction.  No such alternative is 
identified for consideration in this 
or other comments. 
 
Many areas of Fort Polk are not 
restricted habitat areas for the Red-
Cockaded Woodpecker (RCW).  For 
those areas that are, EA §4.2 
specifically provides that 
restrictions in place on training 
activities would also be followed for 
any activity related to the capture 
of horses.  Restrictions are in place 
to ensure that training does not 
impact the RCW and thus, capture 
efforts under the same restrictions 
would have no impact. 
 
As previously noted, Fort Polk 
clearly states in the EA that it will 
not engage in such activity in RCW 
habitat.  Fort Polk will follow the 
restrictions already in place which 
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were the product of prior 
consultation with USFWS. 
 
See common response #2. 
 
The Court stated “. . . this court 
concludes that the Administrative 
Record supports the agencies’ 
determination that the subject 
horses are trespass horses . . .”  The 
Court also stated “. . . the court 
finds that the subject agencies 
adequately considered the 
environmental effects of the plan to 
capture, test and remove the 
trespass horses . . .” 
 
 
 
36 C.F.R. §800.3(a)(1) states “If the 
undertaking is a type of activity that 
does not have the potential to 
cause effects on historic properties, 
assuming such historic properties 
were present, the agency official 
has no further obligations under 
section 106 or this part.” It is Fort 
Polk’s determination that the 
actions proposed do not have the 
potential to cause effect to historic 
properties. 
 
BG Brito is the Fort Polk 
Commanding General.  He will be 
provided all relevant information 
and will take sufficient time to 
review that information and make 
an informed decision.  
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ID: 136 Name:  Dawn Drysdale Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Please leave these horses alone to be wild and free. If this can not 
happen then please look at alternatives of removal and dispersal. 
These horses can be removed by low / no stress round ups. They 
can also be gentled and sold or adopted. If sold at a sale / auction 
barn they will run the chance of good night to the kill buyers and 
end up in a Mexico slaughter plant.  
 Gentling these is easy if done correctly. I know as I train wild 
horses. 
If you have any questions feel free to contact me. 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 

 

ID: 137 Name:  Vickie Amirault Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Please consider the historical value of the Fort Polk horses.  
 
In addition, the inhumane slaughter of these horses should not be 
allowed. 
 
The alternative is to sterilize these animals and let them live out 
their lives in the manner in which they are accustomed.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
The COA that was identified as 
in the Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact does not 
contemplate the euthanization 
of healthy horses. 

 

ID: 138 Name:  Shari Welsh Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please protect the horses that were always there for you when they 
were called into battle through out our Nations history- Sincerely 
Shari Welsh, TakeAction4Horses & NAVY BRAT 
<address redacted> 
<telephone redacted> 
<redacted>@gmail.com  
 
KIM SHEPPARD https://www.facebook.com/<redacted>  ·SUNDAY, 
MAY 1, 2016 https://www.facebook.com/notes/kim-
sheppard/comment-period-ends060216-peason-ridgefort-polk-
herds-email-
usarmypolkimcommbxpa/1105248426187613https://www.faceboo
k.com/photo.php?fbid=1232564542725&set=a.1229164857735.20
30694.1487502044&type=3&theater#  EA determined no 
significant impact and still the army wants to manage these 
HERITAGE animals to extinction? Sterilization, euthanization and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The EA determined that there 
was no significant impact to 
the environment created by 
either the proposed COAs or 
the removal of the horses from 
Fort Polk. 
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mass removals are NOT the answer. These drastic and damaging 
measures ERASE & WIPE OUT part of early Kisatchie’s history. Their 
numbers have been drastically reduced already! Please read about 
this in the Environmental Assessment (EA)at below link and email 
your RESPECTFUL comments BEFORE June 2, 2016 to: 
usarmy.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-public-response@mail.mil  
EA:http://www.jrtc-
polk.army.mil/Main_Page_Docs/Trespass_Horses/Final_Environme
ntal_Assessment_for_Trespass_Horses_28APR16_ver2.pdf 
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F 
Source: http://theadvocate.kaango.com/ad-public-notice-notice-of-
availability-environmental-assessment-fort-polk-has-completed-
an/24586059PUBLIC   "NOTICE - NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT Fort Polk has completed an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Elimination of Trespass 
Horses at Fort Polk, Louisiana. The EA and Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FNSI) are being made available on May 4, 2016 
for a 30-day public review and comment period ending on June 2, 
2016. A copy of the EA and Draft FNSI is available on-line at 
http://www.jrtc-polk .army.mil/trespasshorses.html or may be 
requested by contacting the JRTC and Fort Polk Public Affairs Office 
at the number and address below. Comments must be postmarked 
or received within the 30-day comment period. Copies of the EA 
and Draft FNSI are also available at the following libraries: 
Beauregard Parish Library, 205 South Washington Avenue, 
DeRidder; Rapides Parish Library, 411 Washington Street, 
Alexandria; Vernon Parish Library, 1401 Nolan Trace, Leesville; and 
Sabine Parish Library, 705 W. Main Street, Many. Please address 
questions or comments to: Public Affairs Office, 7033 Magnolia 
Drive, Building 4919, Fort Polk, LA 71459-5342; or email: 
usarmy.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-public- response@mail.mil. A copy of 
the Final EA and Decision will be provided to anyone who requests 
a copy, either in their comment or thereafter. 70457-may 3-1t"  
Note: If your internet provider is hughes.net   or any other satellite 
provider:YOU MUST send your comment from a SMART PHONE or 
hard copy to:JRTC and Fort Polk, Public Affairs Office Attention: 
Public Response, 7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919, Fort Polk, LA 
71459-5342 You may call (337)531-6134, *but please comment by 
email and/or mail hard copy.  
Be respectful, there’s no one but us to help these horses.  
Here are the issues: Over 100,000 acres of Kisatchie National Forest 
lands are owned by Fort Polk Army Base, a training and deployment 
facility for thousands of troops. There are uniquely different herd 
bands that migrate and forage on thousands of acres at Fort Polk, 
Peason Ridge and other areas in the Kisatchie region. While they 
can be seen at Fort Polk, consistently smaller, compact, swift gaited 

 
Current reports of horses in the 
training area do not reflect a 
reduction of the horse 
population.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Army does not own any 
part of the Kisatchie National 
Forest.  Fort Polk uses portions 
of the Forest for training 
pursuant to a Special Use 
Permit with the U.S. Forest 
Service.  The EA and proposed 
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Spanish “type” herd bands can be found in Peason Ridge. 
Distribution map of horses in early America and conformation 
described here: 
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fgaliceno.org%2Fch
aracteristics-of-the-spanish-colonial-
horse.html&h=xAQGETydz&s=1  Although in the past, the army had 
historically referred to the horses as "wild", they declared them as 
"trespass horses" in an effort to strip them of any protection under 
the Federal Wild Horse and Burro Protection Act. While the federal 
government alleged that removal of the horses was necessary for 
the safety of its military training exercises, no records provided in a 
FOIA response, pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 
indicated any connection whatsoever between horses and it's 
training accidents in the history of Fort Polk.  
Public concern increased because last year, the army claimed their 
numbers were 500-700. However, estimates are there may now be 
less 250 remaining. Fort Polk army officials indicated in August of 
last year that no action would be taken to remove the horses until 
after their announcement. But eyewitness reports indicate that the 
army not only has continued to allow captures of the horses by 
individuals (including horse traders that sell horses for slaughter), 
but many horses have been removed for decades. Documented 
reports indicate that capture attempts included the use of 
tranquilizer darts and rough handling that resulted in injuries, or in 
the death. By the army's own admission, no effort has been made 
to track the animals' whereabouts after their removal, or to 
prevent them from being shipped to slaughter after future transfers 
of ownership occur. 
Beyond the animal welfare issues, the importance of these 
HERITAGE ANIMALS goes back much further than their military 
training ties at Camp Polk. This region holds much archaeological 
Native American history and continued as one of America’s early 
settlement cradles through the Fort Jessup, Louisiana Purchase, 
Neutral Strip and Civil War eras. They were already there with 
Caddoan Native Americans, who traded them with other tribes and 
early travelers in the Sabine area. A civil war battle was fought in 
Sabine Parish not far where the Peason Ridge horses are. Range 
bred/wild horses and cattle from vast great plains herds were 
driven from east Texas through this region, Louisiana’s Neutral Strip 
(Sabine area, only 14 miles from Texas border) to market in nearby 
Natchidotches, a known trade-center of West Louisiana and to 
states east of the Mississippi.  
Many Native Americans were driven from the region up to and 
beyond the 1920’s, as in other areas of the United States, 
settlements replaced their homes. More equines became more 
deeply embedded in the Kisatchie area, just as they did in 

COA do not contemplate any 
action by the Army on USFS 
owned land. 
 
See common response #1. 
 
The need for the action is 
based on risk mitigation for 
potential incidents, not 
historical incidents.  See EA 
§1.2 for full discussion.  
 
The purpose of the EA was to 
determine whether the 
proposed action would have a 
significant impact on the 
environment; as the draft FNSI 
documents, no significant 
impacts were identified 
 
The horses continue to be seen 
in large numbers in the training 
area with no indication that the 
herd size is reduced. 
 
19 horses have been captured 
on Fort Polk by members of the 
public since 2015 with no 
documented incidents of 
tranquilizer darts or rough 
handling resulting in injuries or 
death. 
 
 
See common response #3. 
 
There is no reputable evidence 
that the horses present on Fort 
Polk today are part of a non-
livestock herd that has been 
wild and free roaming since the 
times referenced in this 
comment.  Many of the horses 
currently at Fort Polk have 
clear markers of livestock, such 
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Appalachian areas and west of the Rocky Mountains, specifically 
because of European and other human settlement as well as free 
ranging to avoid disputes between settlers and tribes. There often 
were no vast fences for the settlers’ livestock, so many equines free 
ranged and reproduced on the range, just as they did in Texas and 
out west. Settlers came by a few main roads in the Sabine, 
Anacoco, Camp Polk and Kisatchie areas. They raised families, grew 
produce, farmed and raised recorded numbers grain and livestock 
in this fertile region with abundant river ways, before and after the 
logging and railroad trade era of the early 1900's.  
There are recorded livestock production numbers of horses of 
6,000+ in 1850, 1860 and beyond. After the Civil War, logging 
towns/communities with 2000 or more residents were thriving. 
Livestock and grain production was the pride and sustenance for 
many families. From 1920's on the numbers dwindled to around 
2,000 annually up until almost 1940. The extensive history in the 
below link to “A Good Home for a Poor Man: Fort Polk and Vernon 
Parish, 1800-1940” by Steven D. Smith cannot be denied by the 
army. The Dept of Defense funded the research to corroborate its 
facts, which includes photos and recorded populations of horses 
and mules in mid 1800's beyond WWII Kisatchie region. Read this 
excellent book online: 
http://scholarcommons.sc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1049&c
ontext=anth_facpub Equines were loosed when heritage families 
left after their farms and land were taken for Camp Polk's military 
training use in the 1930s. Hundreds of horses, along with mules 
that belonged to heritage families and civilians were pressed into 
service at Camp Polk, because of the shortage of regulation cavalry 
horses. These local horses were used as remounts, but they never 
got the credit they deserved for their role at Camp Polk. While they 
were not official regulation military cavalry horses, they served 
beside thousands of other horses and mules in military training 
maneuvers on over 10,000 acres of harvested timber land. In doing 
so, they too helped over 60,000 troops prepare for their training 
during WWI and WWII eras. Unlike some cavalry horses that were 
retired at Fort Riley, Kansas, some were loosed when the army no 
longer had use for them. 
http://www.polkhistory.org/publications/Publications/Rememberin
g%20Fort%20Polk%20Heritage%202007.pdf  Multiple archival 
accounts reference tame and wild horses as property for sale. 
There is no evidence whatsoever that they ever left. Locals contend 
these generationally wild horses lived in the grassy and wooded 
Kisatchie areas longer than their families can remember. Historians 
and others who did archaeological surveys in the area saw the 
herds in the 1970’s. Before its efforts to eliminate them, even the 
army referred to the free roaming herds, as "Wild Horses."  

as being gelded, having 
horseshoes and brands. 
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Pegasus Equine Guardian Association, (PEGA) a registered Louisiana 
non-profit organization asserts that the free roaming herds have 
been a part of Louisiana’s local culture of heritage families that 
shaped the history of parishes in and around Kisatchie National 
Forest since its early beginnings, and that if the removals are not 
stopped, the horses may be gone before any plan to save or move 
them can be put into action. 
http://www.foresthistory.org/ASPNET/Publications/region/8/kisatc
hie/History_1994/A_History_of_Kisatchie.pdf Multiple on site 2016 
reports have consistently indicated scarce amounts both in the 
training areas at Fort Polk, as well as up at Peason Ridge. Because 
the army has not fully complied with 3 FOIA requests regarding the 
equines and army spokespersons or officials have not been fully 
transparent with requested information, concerns continue over 
the diminished numbers of remaining horses, as they are extremely 
scarce.  
Sterilization is not an appropriate alternative for horses living in the 
wild. Along with serious concerns over humane treatment during 
such procedures in non-sterile settings, gene pools and hormonal 
instinctual behaviors that wild-living equines depend on for their 
very survival and natural selection are significantly altered when 
stallions are gelded or mares are spayed or otherwise sterilized. 
Others have speculated some horses may have been captured in 
larger numbers or destroyed. Concerned citizens are wondering 
what is really going on and they want answers.  
In addition to the FOIA request for information including training 
accident statistics involving horses, PEGA also sent cease and desist 
request letters October and December of 2015, in an effort to 
communicate to the Federal Government that the Army's Equine 
Capture program is in violation of state and federal regulations. A 
complaint that included an application for a temporary restraining 
order in the U.S. Eastern District Court of Louisiana was filed on 
December 21, 2015. The action was filed against the U.S. Army, U.S. 
Dept. of Agriculture and the U.S. Forest Service to make them 
aware of concerns, and to stop plans to remove the horses.  
PEGA’S suit also requested the army's equine capture program 
cease until the matter was ruled on by the court. Further, an 
educational institution and an attorney from an organization that 
provides legal defense on behalf of animal welfare issues, also 
issued two other FOIA requests earlier this year. While the suit 
PEGA filed was not resolved, the FOIA responses submitted by 
these institutions were also received, but the army and other 
involved parties again did not fully comply with providing the 
requested information. 
Federal and state animal cruelty laws contain legal mandates for 
humane handling of equines, which PEGA believes are not being 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Army fully responded to 
the FOIA requests received.  
Some documents sought were 
exempt from production under 
FOIA. 
 
 
 
t is important to understand 
the annual movement pattern 
of the horses on Fort Polk.  The 
absence of horses from a 
portion of the installation does 
not indicate the horses are 
gone.  See EA §3.5.  Current 
reports of horses in the training 
area do not reflect a reduction 
of the horse population.   
 
 
The Army fully responded to 
the FOIA requests received.  
Some documents sought were 
exempt from production under 
FOIA. 
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followed by those the army has allowed to capture the horses. 
PEGA contends the army and its agents are not exempt from 
compliance with these laws, and seeks the immediate halt of the 
captures. The captured equines carry no identification and there is 
no documentation is provided to validate their whereabouts. PEGA 
also asserts that the captures violate Louisiana humane animal 
welfare laws and the interests of local citizens, whose ancestors 
were a part of early Louisiana. 
https://www.animallaw.info/statute/la-cruelty-consolidated-
cruelty-statutes  Immediate public support and help is needed to 
help insure an open dialogue with the U.S. Army and U.S. Forestry 
Service, so that best practice actions achieve non-harming, humane 
treatment of the equines and their habitat is preserved, while the 
safety of those enlisted at Fort Polk remains paramount. Please see 
below for submitting comments. Please be respectful so you CAN 
be their Voice!!!  
PEGA and other advocates would like to see the horses remain as 
free- roaming and possibly be relocated to another area of 
Kisatchie National Forest. PEGA and several working together with 
the army and KNF, could serve as a resource to help humanely 
manage animals that truly are in need of care or adoption, through 
the use of low stress livestock handling techniques, wherever 
human intervention is actually needed. There are low stress 
livestock handling techniques that go "with" the animals' natural 
behavior instead of extreme fear or any kind pain or force.  
1) Leave a comment on the actual news article, here: 
http://www.leesvilledailyleader.com/…/fort-polk-drafts-plan… 
 
2) Mail comments or email them to Fort Polk: 
usarmy.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-public-response@mail.mil   during 
comment period ending June 2, 2016** Copy 
<redacted>@gmail.com, <redacted>@legis.la.gov  , 
<redacted>@crt.la.gov and email@<redacted>.com  
 
3) A few have asked about the petition: You will notice a reference 
in the petition as “descendants of cavalry horses” It is very 
important to understand some of these horses’ ancestors had been 
there long before there was a Fort Polk and they are HERITAGE 
ANIMALS. However: While they were not official regulation military 
cavalry horses, some of their ancestors in the Kisatchie region 
(hundreds) served beside thousands of other horses and mules in 
military training maneuvers on over 10,000 acres of harvested 
timber land, due to the army’s shortage of cavalry horses. They 
helped over 60,000 troops prepare for their training during WWI 
and WWII eras. In that context, some could be referred to as 
descendants of “cavalry horses” as they were not retired; but 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.leesvilledailyleader.com/%E2%80%A6/fort-polk-drafts-plan%E2%80%A6
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rather some were loosed when they became unsound for these 
extreme rigors or their service was no longer needed before troops 
were deployed to their combat missions. 
http://www.petition2congress.com/18445/fort-polk-descendants-
wwii-cavalry-horses-in-immediate-danger ***On May 4, 2016 
General Timothy McGuire (who inflamed this situation), 
relinquished his command of Fort Polk and the Joint Readiness 
Training Center to incoming Brigadier General Gary M. Brito, at Fort 
Polk Army Base near Leesville, Louisiana. Many hope that General 
Brito will be understanding of national concerns over welfare and 
humane treatment of the free-roaming equines at Fort Polk and 
Kisatchie National Forest that are now in danger of being captured 
or sold at auction and shipped to slaughter in Mexico, because of 
the plans the previous general (McGuire) put into action.  
PEGA's efforts can be followed at: 
https://pegasusequine.wordpress.com/... 
By Kimberly Sheppard May 1, 2016. This note will be updated as 
needed.  
 

 

ID: 139 Name:  Theresa L. Luchsinger Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing to you today concerning the Horses that are 
descendants of America's Historic War Horses. I am pleading with 
you to preserve the horses for future generations. They are direct 
descendants of the U.S. Army's history; they helped the army to 
secure our Nation's security and died for our country just like the 
soldiers. Please grant them the respect they deserve, thank-you so 
much! in gratitude. 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence.  See section 3.1 
of the EA. 
 

 

ID: 140 Name:  Karen R. Pyles Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

   Back in the day horses were respected and used as team 
members to haul equipment and carry soldiers into battle. Without 
them where would we be? The U.S. military teaches respect. 
Respect for order and respect for one another. What is the reason 
for wanting to dispose of the wild horses at Fort Polk? Are they in 
your way? I believe it is disrespectful to the horses to round them 
up and send them off to slaughter. It is also cruel. I am asking 
respectfully that you allow the horses to remain where they are. 
Because it is the right thing to do. 
  
  
Thank you for your time. 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence.  See EA §1.2 for 
the need for this action. 
 
The COA that was identified as 
in the Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact does not 
contemplate the euthanization 
of healthy horses. 
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ID: 141 Name:  Elizabeth Wegmann Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I respectfully request that you protect and preserve the lives and 
freedom of the free-roaming horses of Kisatchie!! 
 
These horses no matter where they originated from do not deserve 
to be "Cleared Out"  It is by your own neglect and failure to act that 
the population has grown to this extent.. They are no more a 
danger to your troops than your oun stupidity on how you have 
neglected to manage the situation.   
 
These animals are the innocents and how you deal with them will 
show the American public much about the workings of the staff and 
officers of Fort Polk.. 
 
Do the right thing by these beautiful innocent creatures..and come 
up with a solution that is humane and just for all concerned. 
 
Elizabeth Wegmann 
born and raised in Louisiana.. 

 
The COA that was identified as 
in the Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact does not 
contemplate the euthanization 
of healthy horses. 
 
 

 

ID: 142 Name:  Christine Peniaranda Method: Email 
Comment Response 

The U.S.Army horses served this country well.    This nation would 
not exist without their faithful service.    Please do not slaughter our 
fellow soldiers. Please at least allow them to be adopted.    Do the 
right thing.  My son served in the Army in Iraq. I would hope his 
service would not be rewarded with cruel and immoral horse 
slaughter. Most Americans were set on the family horse before 
they could walk just a few years ago. They babysat our kids, tilled 
our fields, tended our herds,  hauled logs to build our cities, carried 
our Boys in battle. Please do the right thing. Thank you. 

The COA that was identified as 
in the Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact does not 
contemplate the euthanization 
of healthy horses. 
 

 

ID: 143 Name:  Kelly Johnson, MD Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I want to voice my support for allowing the Ft  Polk horses to be 
saved by rescue groups and adopted out.  
 

Thank you for your comment. 

 

  



Environmental Assessment for the Elimination of Trespass Horses on Fort Polk, Louisiana 

Appendix G - Comments on Draft FNSI and EA Page 156 of 193 

 

ID: 144 Name:  William Pate and Misty Cripps Method: Email 
Comment Response 

 
 
 
 

 
 
501c(3) organizations are the 
only entities with the first 
opportunity to acquire the 
horses under the COA that was 
identified in the Draft Finding 
of No Significant Impact.  
Accordingly, they may develop 
standards for the horses they 
adopt out. 
 
See common response #2. 
 
The 8 day time limit is not 
intended to be the time limit 
within which an organization 
must find an adopter for the 
horse.  Rather, it is the time 
limit within which the 
organization must pick up the 
horses.  The horses may be 
kept by the organization for 
any duration at the discretion 
of the organization. 
 
Fort Polk is not funded, nor has 
the expertise, for a horse 
training and exhibition mission.  
Further, any such program will 
not be effective in dealing with 
the large number of horses 
present at Fort Polk. 

 

ID: 145 Name:  Diana Morgan Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please extend your time so that all horses can be adopted out 
according to Option 1. 
 

See common response #2. 
 
Fort Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
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Better yet....would you please give the herd as a whole to a 
National Park?  

potential animal welfare 
groups/general public and 
balance those against the need 
to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the 
horses.  Fort Polk believes that 
the limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures 
the time frames for each step 
are adequate. 
 
Fort Polk is willing to relocate 
the entire herd to a National 
Park but no National Park has 
indicated a willingness to 
accept the herd. 

 

ID: 146 Name:  Lynn Magnuson Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing to comment about the fate of the horses on Fort Polk 
property and support your current plan to relocate them. I would 
not support any plan that involves killing them and did not see this 
being a part of your plan. I'm asking that you delay until Humane 
organizations or individuals can be found willing to accept the 
horses into their care. This would be the kindest thing you could do 
for them. Good luck with your efforts and have a great week. 

Thank you for your comment. 

 

ID: 147 Name:  Mary Ann Cardinale Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please do the right thing, and allow sufficient time for all horses to 
go to animal rescue groups. Although this is indeed a planned step, 
I feel the time allotment may not be enough, and it appears there 
are people waiting for the third step to come up so they can "use" 
the horses for financial gain (i.e. sell to slaughter). 
We as a country have to have the respect for animals that the 
original inhabitants of this land had. We need to be a society that 
cares for all lives. 
Thanks for your consideration, 

See common response #2. 
Fort Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
potential animal welfare 
groups/general public and 
balance those against the need 
to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the 
horses.  Fort Polk believes that 
the limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures 
the time frames for each step 
are adequate. 



Environmental Assessment for the Elimination of Trespass Horses on Fort Polk, Louisiana 

Appendix G - Comments on Draft FNSI and EA Page 158 of 193 

 

ID: 148 Name:  Katie Wood Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I support the first proposal to allow animal welfare charities to 
accept custody of the horses (10-30 horses at a time, over a 10 day 
period). Please extend the time frame until all horses are adopted 
by registered humane charities.  

See common response #2.  
 
Fort Polk has attempted to 
accommodate the needs of 
potential animal welfare 
groups/general public and 
balance those against the need 
to expeditiously eliminate the 
safety threat and training 
impacts presented by the 
horses.  Fort Polk believes that 
the limitation of the number of 
horses in each cycle ensures 
the time frames for each step 
are adequate. 

 

ID: 149 Name:  Jules Miller Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please accept my input regarding the dispersal of the wild horses 
trespassing on Fort Polk property.  
 
I ask that you, in the best interest of these horses loosing their 
generations-long freedom and home, allow them to be channeled 
through approved equine adoption processes, better known as 
Option 1 of the proposal. By no fault of their own they deserve to 
have the best chance at transitioning to a permanent and caring 
home.  
 
Please allow time for these horses to be transitioned in the safest 
manner possible.  
 
I myself am interested in adopting one or two of them when the 
time comes, and I know others who are willing to open their 
pastures up to these horses as well.  
 
Also, if Option #1 is chosen, please be sure to remove mares with 
goals.  
 
Thank you kindly for your willingness to listen to public concern 
regarding the fate of Fort Polk's wild horse population. I have faith 
you will do the humane thing and place these horses with 
respectable rescue organizations.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If one of the action COAs is 
selected, persons and 
organizations who have 
requested to be placed on a list 
in a comment will be notified 
directly when the list is created 
so they may request to be on 
the list.  In addition, there will 
be a general public notification 
about the list creation to 
permit any other person or 
organization to request to be 
added to a list 
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ID: 150 Name:  Michael Reese Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Fort Polk Progress, a regional community organization dedicated to 
the protection and enhancement of the missions conducted at Fort 
Polk, fully supports and endorses the Joint Readiness Training 
Center (JRTC) and Fort Polk’s proposal to remove the trespass 
horses to reduce safety risks, training impacts, and threats to the 
horses on Fort Polk.  Fort Polk Progress encourages the Army to 
implement its preferred Course of Action in a way that does not 
disrupt training rotations at the JRTC.     

Thank you for your response. 

 

ID: 151 Name:  Joanne Gura Method:  Letter 
Comment Response 
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Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
Fort Polk does not have the 
authority to relocate the horses 
to land not owned and 
controlled by the Department 
of Defense.  Further, relocating 
the horses to adjoining areas of 
Kisatchie will not prevent the 
horses from returning to Fort 
Polk.   
 
Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
also be placed on the list to 
receive horses and thus, ensure 
the treatment of those horses 
thereafter. 
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ID: 152 Name:  Deborah Randolph Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Dear Sir: 
 
The Central Louisiana Regional Chamber of Commerce is an active 
member of Fort Polk Progress and works in partnership with it to 
support the mission of Fort Polk and the Joint Readiness Training 
Center. The Chamber fully supports and endorses the Joint 
Readiness Training Center (JRTC) and Fort Polk’s proposal to 
eliminate trespass horses to reduce safety risks, training impacts, 
and threats to the horses on Fort Polk.  Fort Polk Progress 
encourages the Army to execute its preferred Course of Action in 
way that does not disrupt training rotations at the JRTC.     

Thank you for your comment. 

 

ID: 153 Name:  Katherine Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I hope you find it in your heart to NOT slaughter the horses in the 
usa.. they have been around longer then we have and helped our 
country more then ANY human has.. remember they helped deliver 
mail to our troops and citizens when we had no cars. they plowed 
our fields so we could eat. they carried our people across country 
when they moved.. they have been a part of our heritage forever.. 
and they deserve to live.. its heart breaking to think I even have to 
write this email and beg for their lives..  humans NEED to show 
mercy, if not, then YOU are no better then a terrorist, who is trying 
to slaughter our animals, like they do in Africa..  

The COA that was identified as 
in the Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact does not 
contemplate the euthanization 
of healthy horses. 
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ID: 154 Name:  Teresa Norman   Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I strongly oppose the removal of the horses of Ft. Polk, Louisiana. 
Please call off any plans to round-up these beautiful creatures and 
leave them be.  

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 

 

ID: 155 Name:  Dena Lee Missouri Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Please leave the free roaming horses alone. They should be allowed 
to stay free.     

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 

 

ID: 156   Name:  Mary Gamble Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing to implore you to leave the Kisatchie Heritage Wild 
Horses alone. An Environmental Assessment dated May 4, 2016 
determined no significant impact to the region. These horses are a 
part of early Kisatchie's history. American's love and appreciate our 
wild horses, and I respectfully urge you to take no harmful action 
against these animals, who remain symbols of our past. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
The EA determined that there 
was no significant impact to 
the environment created by 
either the proposed process or 
the removal of the horses from 
Fort Polk. 

 

ID: 157 Name:  Mary Tarallo Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

1)Environmental Accessment dated May 4, 2016 determined no 
significant impact and still the army wants to manage these 
HERITAGE animals to extinction.  
 
2)Sterilization, euthanization and mass removals are NOT the 
answer.  
 
3)These drastic and damaging measures ERASE & WIPE OUT part of 
early Kisatchie’s history.  
 

The EA determined that there 
was no significant impact to 
the environment created by 
either the proposed process or 
the removal of the horses from 
Fort Polk. 
 
Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
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The should horses remain as free- roaming and possibly be 
relocated to another area of Kisatchie National Forest. 

training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 

 

ID: 158 Name:  Danie Coote Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing in concern to the removal of the Fort Polk, Peason 
Ridge, and Kisatchie wild horse herds. According to the 
Environmental Accessment dated May 4, 2016, it was determined 
that there was no significant impact these horses are having on the 
land. I firmly believe that sterilization, euthanization and mass 
removals are NOT the answer, but that these drastic and damaging 
measures would prove to ERASE and WIPE OUT part of early 
Kisatchie's history all together.  
 
I have been fortunate enough to adopt a yearling from the Fort Polk 
herd who was rescued by a California rescue as he was scheduled 
to be put on a truck who would ship him to a slaughterhouse. This 
young horse has proved to have a brave heart and has two distinct 
markers which lead us to believe he is of calvary descent. Please 
reconsider the measures that are to be taken in regards to 
managing these herds. America's wild horses are part of the United 
States' history. Instead of being discarded, they should be honored 
and cherished as a reminder to all.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 

The EA determined that there 
was no significant impact to 
the environment created by 
either the proposed process or 
the removal of the horses from 
Fort Polk. 
 
Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 

 

ID: 159 Name:  Mary Massie Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Please work with PEGA and other groups to achieve non-harming, 
humane treatment of the equines and  see that their habitat is 
preserved, while the safety of those enlisted at Fort  Polk remains 
paramount. My Dad served 20 years in the U.S. Army and fought in 
Okinawa and Korea. He would not want any harm to come to these 
horses and would have wanted the very best for them in their 
natural habitat. 

Thank you for your comment. 

 

ID: 160 Name:  Deborah Reuter Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Please, if it is true that there is no environmental impact, please can 
you leave the horses on the land?  Please take care of them and 
keep them healthy. I want my children to live I a country where 
wild horses still exist.  

The EA determined that there 
was no significant impact to 
the environment created by 
either the proposed process or 
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Thanks you for your time, 

the removal of the horses from 
Fort Polk. 
 
Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 

 

ID: 161 Name:  D J Owens Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Horses from the base should not be rounded up and auctioned off. 
All aspects of adoption or treatment under the Wild Horse and 
Burro Act of 1971 should be followed. The Army should not strip 
them of their protection under this Act by calling them other than 
what they are, Heritage Horses. They are not trespassers! 
 
 
Please remember Sgt. Reckless of the Korean War and all that was 
accomplished with the help of this little filly. Honor her memory 
and the memory of all horses used now and in the past by US Army 
Calvary. Please treat them with the respect they are due as 
Heritage Horses, they are not trespass horses. They are owed 
protection under the Wild Horses and Burro Act of 1971! 
 
 
They are not confined strictly to the base and should not be 
managed by the base. There are uniquely different herd bands that 
migrate and forage on the thousands of acres at Fort Polk, as well 
as Peason Ridge (northwest of Fort Polk) and other areas of the 
region. While they can be seen at Fort Polk, consistently smaller, 
compact, swift gaited Spanish “type” herd bands can be found in 
Peason Ridge. They are also found in Kisatchie National Forest 
(northeast of Fort Polk) http://www.fs.usda.gov/kisatchie. 
 
Fort Polk Army Officials released the announcement of the intent to 
“get rid of them”. The order was given by Brig. Gen. Timothy P. 
McGuire, who has since relinquished his command of Fort Polk, 
Joint Readiness Training Center to incoming Brig. Gen. Gary M. 
Brito. Frequently orders are given that should not be followed. 
Please allow informed orders that are based in reality not on the 
perception of a single individual. The recent Environmental 
Accessment (EA) confirmed no environmental impact by the 
equines. I am wondering what is really going on and I want 
answers. 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
 
See common response #1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is no credible evidence 
that there are distinctly 
different types of horses and 
this issue makes no difference 
in terms of environmental 
impacts. 
 
 
 
BG McGuire did not issue an 
order to “get rid of” the horses 
but actually directed this EA. 
 
The EA determined that there 
was no significant impact to 
the environment created by 
either the proposed process or 
the removal of the horses from 
Fort Polk. 
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Although in the past, the army referred to the horses as "wild", 
recently they declared them as "trespass horses" in an effort to 
strip them of any protection under the Federal Wild Horse and 
Burro Protection Act. While the federal government alleged that 
removal of the horses was necessary for the safety of its military 
training exercises, no records provided in a FOIA response, 
pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, indicated any 
connection whatsoever between horses and it's training accidents 
in the history of Fort Polk. Additionally, the army determined no 
environmental impact in their EA. 
Last year, the army claimed their numbers were 500-700. However, 
estimates are there may now be less 250-300 remaining. 
Eyewitness reports indicate that the army not only has continued to 
allow captures of the horses by individuals (including horse traders 
that sell horses for slaughter), but many horses have been removed 
for decades. Documented reports indicate that capture attempts 
included the use of tranquilizer darts and rough handling that 
resulted in injuries, or in the death. By the army's own admission, 
no effort has been made to track the animals' whereabouts after 
their removal, or to prevent them from being shipped to slaughter 
after future transfers of ownership occurs. 
The army’s Environmental Services Division also manages it’s 
undisclosed operations in catch pen and corral systems. 
Sterilization is not an appropriate alternative for horses living in the 
wild. Along with serious concerns over humane treatment during 
such procedures in non-sterile settings, gene pools and hormonal 
instinctual behaviors that wild-living equines depend on for their 
very survival and natural selection are significantly altered when 
stallions are gelded or mares are spayed or otherwise sterilized. 
One again I want to stress that the recent Environmental 
Accessment (EA) confirmed no environmental impact by the 
equines. I am wondering what is really going on and I want 
answers. 

 
As noted above, the term 
trespass was not declared by 
Fort Polk. 
 
 
 
 
 
It is important to understand 
the annual movement pattern 
of the horses on Fort Polk.  The 
absence of horses from a 
portion of the installation does 
not indicate the horses are 
gone.  See EA §3.5.  Current 
reports of horses in the training 
area do not reflect a reduction 
of the horse population.   
 
No copies of the documented 
reports have been submitted to 
Fort Polk.   
 
The pens on Fort Polk are used 
as part of the Sterilization 
program which was disclosed 
to the public in 2010. 
 
 
The EA determined that there 
was no significant impact to 
the environment created by 
either the proposed process or 
the removal of the horses from 
Fort Polk. 

 

ID: 162 Name:  Hawks Family Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Hi, I just wanted it to b known I oppose the round up of these 
horses. There ancestors served this country and they have roam 
wild and free for decades, It is an en-justest to subject these horses 
to such a cruel fate. Please reconsider this action and find another 
solution to the problem. Birth control perhaps? 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
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The use of contraceptives are 
part of the ongoing Sterilization 
program but is not expected to 
substantially reduce herd size 
due to new horses being 
dumped onto Fort Polk by 
horse owners. 

 

ID: 163 Name:  Roseanne Rice Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

In regard to Fort Polk's historic wild horse population. Please 
preserve these decades old historic herd of horses.  
The army has a long history with horses in their ranks. Consider 
leaving these herds in their rightful place.  
It seems to me they should be protected under federal law. There 
are many wild horse organizations you could enlist to help maintain 
and preserve these horses, they are part of our national heritage 
and should be treated as such. 
The Marines have SGT. Reckless, the Army could have a entire herd.  
It is time we treat our horses with dignity. 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
also be placed on the list to 
receive . 

 

ID: 164 Name:  Unknown Method: Email 
Comment Response 

I love horses and believe your idea of capturing a small 
number at a time and rehomeing them is a great idea. I know 
everyone is screaming about the poor wild horses but I was 
there in 1993 when we rounded up almost all the wild horses 
and only left about maybe 50 out there. There was no paints 
donkeys or geldings or branded mustangs, those are all 
domesticated horses set free during the horrible hay 
shortage, yes we left a wild stud and some of the white 
horses are probably his offspring, however the numbers are 
way to many and need to be at least thinned down. The only 
question or concern I do have is "what are you going to do if 
one horse comes up positive on coggins?"   Thank you for 
working with the public and good luck! 

Thank you for your comment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The organization/person taking 
the horse(s) will be responsible 
for quarantine and testing in 
accordance with applicable 
law. 
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ID: 165 Name:  Jill McClure Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I am the WebMaster/Social Media/Marketing director for a small, 
local non-profit horse rescue located in Linden, NC.  We are located 
10 minutes from Fort Bragg, NC and the rescue is run by a USA(Ret) 
1SG from the 82D ABN DIV.  Nearly 75% of our volunteers are 
military-affiliated.  We devote our free time, and efforts, to support 
our local horse rescue which has saved several BLM Wild Mustangs 
and numerous other equines from neglect and the slaughter 
pipeline.  Our rescue also promotes responsible horse ownership 
and education programs, and partners with rescues around the 
nation to rehome neglected, abandoned, and slaughter-bound 
horses. 
  
My comments are being sent to plead with the Installation 
leadership, and local government is Leesville, LA to enact rights of 
protection for the legendary equines of the Kisatchie National 
Forest.  The horses have roamed Fort Polk's "property" for decades.  
Rounding them up, and sending them to auction, supports the 
activities of kill buyers and the horse slaughter industry. I humbly 
beg you to reverse your premliminary decision to round the horses 
up and ship them to slaughter. 
  
Our military branches of service are in place to protect our 
homeland from threats to our national security.  Doesn't the term 
"homeland" include the wild horses, and other fauna, on the 
grounds which Fort Polk shares with them? We believe in our 
military and are counting on you to stand down and not let our 
horses be destroyed.  The Army is already "rounding up" and 
"shipping off" many of the veteran war fighters remaining in our 
active troops through unfair disciplinary proceedings and chapter 
process.  Our Veterans, many with physical and mental wounds 
resulting from multiple combat missions, are kicked out of the 
Army without proper care and treatment.  Let's do the same for the 
horses because there isn't a penny left in the already strapped DoD 
budget to do the right thing. 
  
At Fort Bragg ONE SINGLE WOODPECKER, and endangered species 
recognized on post, can shut down an entire field exercise.  Too bad 
horses aren't given the same respect. 
  
C'mon Army - let's turn the horse issue around and dig deep for 
solutions to solve the horse population issue on Fort Polk.  Give the 
Soldiers, civilians, local residents, and the rest of the country a 
cause to champion for!  Collectively we can find an equitable 
solution to what the Army has deemed "an issue".   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
also be placed on the list to 
receive horses and thus, ensure 
the treatment of those horses 
thereafter. 
 
The implication that the Army 
treats veterans like animals is 
unfair and uncalled for. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The horses are not listed under 
the Endangered Species Act, as 
are the Red-Cockaded 
Woodpeckers.  Nevertheless, 
Fort Polk plans to treat the 
horses with dignity and respect 
in this action. 
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ID: 166 Name:  Pam Bacon Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

They are doing no harm.  If the numbers actually need to be 
controlled then do it humanely with PZP administered by people 
who know what they are doing.   

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
Fort Polk has a cooperative 
with Louisiana State University 
for administration of 
contraceptive drugs.  To date 
this year, about 30 mares have 
been treated with PZP and 
about 30 with “Gonacon” a 
different contraceptive drug. 
The use of contraceptives are 
part of the ongoing Sterilization 
program but is not expected to 
substantially reduce herd size 
due to new horses being 
dumped onto Fort Polk by 
horse owners. 

 

ID: 166a Name:  Pam Bacon Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Please do not roundup these horses to send for slaughter.  Do you 
know what happens to them in Mexico???  They deserve better.  If 
you must control the population please find someone familiar with 
control via darting programs with PZP. 

Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
also be placed on the list to 
receive . 
 
The use of contraceptives are 
part of the ongoing Sterilization 
program but is not expected to 
substantially reduce herd size 
due to new horses being 
dumped onto Fort Polk by 
horse owners. 
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ID: 167 Name:  Lisa Feit Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I'm writing in regard to the wild horses who reside on the grounds 
of Fort Polk. I urge you to halt any efforts to remove these Heritage 
horses from the Fort since they have some protection under the 
Federal Wild Horse and Burro Protection Act.  
 
While the Federal government has alleged that removal of the 
horses is necessary for the safety of military training exercises, no 
records provided in a Freedom of Information Act response 
indicated any connection whatsoever between the horses and 
training accidents in the history of Fort Polk. Additionally, the Army 
determined the horses cause no significant environmental impact 
in their Environmental Assessment dated May 4, 2016.  
 
Please allow these horses to remain at the Fort and use humane 
methods to manage them. Permanent sterilization, euthanization 
and mass removals are not the answer. These drastic and damaging 
measures would harm the horses and destroy part of early 
Kisatchie’s history. In many parts of the country, wild horses are 
managed humanely -- the Salt River and Chincoteague herds are 
prime examples. Please use techniques such as PZP and other 
management tools that harm neither the horses nor our proud 
American history. 

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
eliminate the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence. 
 
See common response #1. 
 
The EA determined that there 
was no significant impact to 
the environment created by 
either the proposed process or 
the removal of the horses from 
Fort Polk. 
 
The use of contraceptives are 
part of the ongoing Sterilization 
program but is not expected to 
substantially reduce herd size 
due to new horses being 
dumped onto Fort Polk by 
horse owners. 

 

ID: 168 Name:  Glenda Eldridge Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please work with Pegasus Equine Guardian Association on 
relocating the heritage horses in Fort Polk , Louisiana.  With the 
horrible horse kill pen history you have in Louisiana, these 
horses don’t have a chance of a future life.  Have compassion for 
these historical horses of Kisatchie National Forest.  Give them a 
future, not a death sentence. 

Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
also be placed on the list to 
receive horses. 

 

ID: 169 Name:  Rachel Smith Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing to you with a plea to not round up the Army horse 
descendants. We need to preserve the descendants to the Army 
horses that carried our troops to battle to keep our country free 
and safe, not send them to slaughter as if we have no gratitude or 
care for them.  

Permitting the horses to 
remain on Fort Polk does not 
remove the safety risk and 
training impacts created by 
their presence.  
 
See EA §3.1 
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They don't deserve this horrible fate. The USA is a free country 
where the citizens are free, let the wild horses keep their freedom 
too.  
 
Slaughter has been made illegal in the USA because it is inhumane, 
cruel, un-caring, evil and wrong.  What makes sending horses out of 
the USA to slaughter okay?  
 
Also since there has been no environmental damage done by the 
wild horses there is no reason to make them extinct!  
 
Please do not allow this horrible thing to happen/continue to 
happen. Protect the American wild mustangs! 

 
Fort Polk doesn’t want to make 
wild horses extinct.  This is a 
local issue, and is limited to 
Fort Polk 
 
The EA determined that there 
was no significant impact to 
the environment created by 
either the proposed process or 
the removal of the horses from 
Fort Polk. 

 

ID: 170 Name:  Jeanne Brummet Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

As a United States citizen and taxpayer, as well as a former horse 
owner, I am writing to ask that the US Army please refrain from 
allowing the wild horses that live at Ft Polk to be sent to slaughter.  
These horses have a long history in Louisiana and may be the 
descendants of horses used by the military to help keep peace and 
even fight for this country. 
Even if they were not historical, it is inhumane to send them to 
slaughter when there may be other options.  Please explore other 
options with your local horse rescues and those advocates that are 
already invested in these animals. 
Horse slaughter especially in Mexico is brutal and painful, involving 
a long process, using knives and dismemberment of animals that 
are still fully awake.  No horse deserves to die this way, especially 
horses like these, beloved by the local community and possibly with 
a history that includes service to America.  
There is no hurry to remove these horses, so please reconsider and 
look at other options. 
Many thanks!  And thank you for your service to this country. 

Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
also be placed on the list to 
receive horses and thus, ensure 
the treatment of those horses 
thereafter. 
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ID: 171 Name:  Cris Pemberton Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please give citizens an opportunity to keep these horses out of the 
slaughter pipeline. The word about these horses is spreading 
throughout the horse community and being shared with more and 
more individuals who can work to find a better solution. 

Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
also be placed on the list to 
receive horses and thus, ensure 
the treatment of those horses 
thereafter. 

 

ID: 172 Name:  Jeanne H. Kerstiens Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I write to ask you not to destroy, sterilize, or otherwise disturb the 
wild horse herds at Fort Polk.  These horses pose no environmental 
threat according to an assessment done this year.  Removal would 
not only be taking away part of Ft. Polk's history, but part of Native 
American history as well.  These herds are important to preserve 
the Kisatchie history!  These small herds are unique.   
 
Horses have been an integral part of military history!  These 
Heritage Horses served both Native Americans and the military at 
Fort Polk.  While the military relies on vehicles and technology now, 
at one point, they relied on the horses.  The size of these herds is 
small, 250 to around 300.  Please help save their lives as General 
Patton did the Lippizan  Horses in Europe! 
 
I rest easier every night, knowing that you are out there to protect 
me and my family.  My husband served in the navy during the 
Vietnam War.  I have great respect for the military.  I also have 
great respect for these horses.  As a horse owner, I know these are 
sentient, intelligent beings, who rely on us to care for them.  The 
horses at Ft. Polk were not always wild, but were loosed during the 
1930's. when Fort Polk was established.   
 
Please help save their lives and local history as well!  Thank you for 
your consideration. 

The EA determined that there 
was no significant impact to 
the environment created by 
either the proposed process or 
the removal of the horses from 
Fort Polk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See common response #3. 
 
 
Please see EA §3.1 regarding 
the origins of the horses. 

 

ID: 173 Name:  Clare Durrett Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I am writing as a concerned citizen, a horse owner and anti-horse 
slaughter activist in regards to the horses in question at Fort Polk. 
And, please know, I consider myself pragmatic and work to 
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understand all sides to each situation. Having said that, I cannot 
understand the urgency in which the removal of the horses has 
risen to. Since learning of this issue, I've read everything I can on 
the history of the land, the military presence, the lineage of the 
horses and their current status and concern. Safety of employees 
and citizens is always a vital issue and paramount, but to 
compromise the lives of these horses native to this land far longer 
than any of us have been alive, is senseless. And, there are better 
solutions. 
 
Without writing endlessly on how I think these efforts are a 
kneejerk process that will ultimately have the horses in the hands 
of the "auction houses" and ultimately to Kill Buyers and headed to 
Mexico for slaughter, I propose a hybrid solution from what the 
military has proposed and the ability for legitimate rescues to help 
obtain, oversee and/or rehome these horses. 
 
Given the history of the horses on this land goes back over 100 
years, there is certainly some historical significance of the horses on 
the land and quite possibly, many of them are descendants from 
equines who helped forge the area from either native Americans, 
the earliest settlers, later loggers, industry and perhaps even the 
military. 
 
I strongly suggest before making an irreparable mistake, the 
officials over seeing the removal of the horses, convene a counsel 
of public, private and military personnel to determine the best 
course of action for the future of the horses. One can almost be 
certain, one or more of these horses will end up on a trailer headed 
to Mexico. There is a strong legislative and grassroots effort to end 
the transport of horses for the purpose of slaughter and 
consumption. I suspect, this case would be made an example of if 
those predictions ring true. That would be a tragic stain for Fort 
Polk, the region and state. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on the best and most humane 
course of action for these native horses. 

 
As noted in EA §1.2, the 
continued increase in the 
number of intrusions into the 
cantonment area and the 
overall increase in herd size 
reflected in EA §3.1 has raised 
safety issues to a critical 
concern. 
 
Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
also be placed on the list to 
receive horses. 
 
See common response #3. 
 
 
 
 
 
Fort Polk is not intentionally 
harming the horses and will not 
designate any horse to be sold 
for meat products in Mexico.  
Fort Polk is providing horse 
advocates the first opportunity 
to obtain the horses. 

 

ID: 174 Name:  Karen Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

Please save these horses and allow them to live out their lives there 
are find rescues to rehome them so they do go to slaughter  

Thank you for your comment. 
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ID: 176 Name:  Pinckney A. Wood Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

"Public Comment" of Pinckney A Wood                          June 17, 2016 
  
 
Regarding  the Environmental Assessment [EA] produced by the 
Army about the horses that range on Ft. Polk lands: I find it 
unsatisfactory. 
 
It is incomplete in its alternatives. 
 
There is no true "no action" alternative, where the horses are 
simply left alone. What the EA lists as "Alternative 1." (no action) 
states that the stop-gap measures now in place, namely: permitting 
of individuals to remove the horses, etc. would continue. That is 
not "no action". 
 
I would like the EA to include an alternative where the horses are 
simply left alone. 
 
The only thing the EA really presumes to do is to get rid of the 
horses. All of the alternative actions proposed in the EA are 
contrived to produce that end result. 
 
It may not be in the interests of all concerned to eliminate the 
horses. There is the issue of the horses being appreciated by many 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COA (Alternative) 1 is the 
baseline against which the 
proposed action is measured.  
It represents what would occur 
if Fort Polk continued its 
current actions without taking 
any new action proposed in the 
EA. 
 
The proposed action (EA §2.1) 
was to eliminate the horses.  
Thus, the analysis was of 
methods to accomplish that 
purpose. 
 
 

ID: 175 Name:  katherine lindley  Method: Email 
Comment Response 

these animals do not deserve to be slaughtered. they have done 
nothing, just innocent animals caught in the human chain of abuse 
and control. if any animal has done harm to this planet, its 
humans..  wild animals should be left wild and race horses do not 
deserve to be thrown away like trash when they are no longer fast 
enough. pet horses are often stolen or being sold to new owners 
that turn out to be killers. theses killers are just lazy no good 
humans that make money off the suffering of innocent animals. 
they do not belong on your dining room table. 
they are a part of our heritage. they were put on this earth long 
before humans were. this is disgusting and needs to stop.. I for one, 
I am watching to see how people vote on this issue and I promise 
you this, if you vote to continue to send horses to slaughter, I will 
vote against you in the elections.so, if the horses loose, you will 
too. 

Fort Polk is not intentionally 
harming the horses and will not 
designate any horse to be sold 
for meat products in Mexico.  
Fort Polk is providing horse 
advocates the first opportunity 
to obtain the horses. 
 
 
Please see EA §3.1 regarding 
the origins of the horses. 
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people, including residents of the area as part of our American 
heritage, and people in the military who work at Ft. Polk who like 
having the horses around. The horses have been there for decades, 
perhaps centuries. Previous Ft. Polk commanders didn't perceive a 
need to eliminate them. In fact, General Samuel S. Thompson wrote 
in May, 1999:  "I don't want to lose those herds." 
 
I may also favor an alternative where the Army, along with the help 
of willing NGO non-profit animal-related charities, accomplishes the 
several things that would need to be done to solve the perceived 
horse-related problems. 
 
I suggest that to do it right: 
 
The environmental and cultural situations would need to be 
carefully evaluated. 
 
A good estimate of the horse population would need to be done; 
and the ecology of the wild horses determined. This would require 
the specific involvement of a scientist skilled in such matters, who 
could gather and analyze data and then work with the other 
interests (Army and NGO's) to produce recommendations for 
addressing the horse-related issues. 
 
The horses cannot be addressed as a single entity: "the horses". 
There are at least two distinct classes of horses that range upon Ft. 
Polk lands. There are truly wild horses that range in the Peason 
Ridge/Kisatchie National Forest area, and there are other horses 
that range on the main Ft. Polk areas. Any plan would have to be 
compartmentalized with different proposals for the different 
classes of horses. 
 
Of course, it would take time and resources, including human 
resources, to accomplish these suggestions. 
 
One additional incidental point I want to make: 
 
There is a prejudicial part of the EA that has elements of 
stigmatization (i.e., of a "witch hunt") on the matter of pointing to 
the horses as carriers of disease, which brings the intent of the EA 
into serious question as an attempt to use every ploy, even 
spurious ones, to persuade against the horses, and convince the 
"powers that be" that the horses must be removed. 
 
Some years ago, the Louisiana Secretary of Agriculture, acting on 
the behest of one member of his Livestock Sanitary Board, declared 

 
We were not able to find a 
record of this comment in 
order to verify it or place it in 
context. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
36 C.F.R. §800.3(a)(1) states “If 
the undertaking is a type of 
activity that does not have the 
potential to cause effects on 
historic properties, assuming 
such historic properties were 
present, the agency official has 
no further obligations under 
section 106 or this part.” It is 
Fort Polk’s determination that 
the actions proposed are not 
activities that would cause 
effect to historic properties. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As noted in EA §1.2.3, the EIA 
issue is not a primary basis for 
the action but is a factor that 
should be understood by the 
decision maker. 
 
In EA §1.2.4.3, Fort Polk openly 
disclosed that there had been 



Environmental Assessment for the Elimination of Trespass Horses on Fort Polk, Louisiana 

Appendix G - Comments on Draft FNSI and EA Page 175 of 193 

 

that the horses at Ft. Polk were a "reservoir of EIA infection" that 
posed a threat to the domestic horse population in Louisiana. [EIA 
is Equine Infectious Anemia, commonly known as "Swamp Fever".] 
 
I proceeded to do a careful study of the situation. I had occasion to 
speak with Leroy Coggins, the veterinary scientist for whom the test 
for EIA antibodies is named. He referred me to Charles Issel, a 
foremost expert on the subject of EIA who had worked with Dr. 
Coggins, and who at that time was at the prestigious Gluck Equine 
Research Center, University of Kentucky. I also had lengthy 
conversations about EIA with Tim Cordes, the USDA expert on the 
subject. 
 
The upshot of this is that the area around Ft. Polk is not conducive 
to the transmission of EIA, and it was very unlikely that any of the 
horses that ranged upon FT. Polk lands had even been exposed to 
the virus, much less contracted the disease itself. A test of seven 
captured horses was done. None tested positive for EIA. (If any 
test-positive horse is found on Ft. Polk, the horse would most likely 
have been a horse that was released in the area that was exposed 
to the virus at some other location with a "swampy" environment 
infested with horsefly vectors.) 
 
Finally, I want to point out: 
 
A result of my efforts was a joint resolution passed by the Louisiana 
Legislature that addressed the horse situation at Ft. Polk. It was 
authored by State Representative Warren Triche during the 2004 
Regular session of the Louisiana Legislature. See: 
http://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=283922. 
 
There was also a lawsuit requested by me of the Tulane 
Environmental Law Clinic that sought to protect the horses by 
having them recognized as protected under the Wild and Free-
roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 

no positive tests for EIA in the 
horses at Fort Polk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pursuant to that lawsuit, the 
United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Louisiana 
determined that the statute did 
not apply, which was affirmed 
by the United States Court of 
Appeals for the 5th Circuit.  See 
common response #1. 

 

ID: 177 Name:  Helen Fleming Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

The objective of every person who cares about the welfare of the Ft 
Polk horses is to know they are being treated humanely and will not 
suffer the fate of transport and slaughter abuse. 
 
To accomplish this removal from U.S. Government land, please 
consider the following suggestions. 
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Construct several pens in the area of administration buildings and 
away from training areas where live ammunition is used.  The pens 
will confine groups, separating stallions, mares with foals, and 
mares that are bred and not bred. 
 
Round up the horses with the help of qualified wranglers and color 
tag each according to gender.  Mares with foals are to be given 
"paired" tags in the event they are separated.  
 
With the help of Universities' Veterinary Departments veterinarians 
and vet techs each horse, while in quarantine for a designated 
period of time (usually 30 days), can be evaluated, vaccinated, 
tested for Coggins, microchiped and given a health certificate.  
Stallions would be gelded. 
 
The round up of stray horses would continue until all are confined.  
Initially, once confined to separate pens and quarantined for a 
designated period of time, mares with foals at their side can be 
signed over and transported to vetted rescue groups and 
individuals as soon as possible. 
 
I wish to emphasize the need to fully vet the rescue groups and 
individuals who are given permission to remove the Ft Polk herds.  
We do not want the horses to fall into the hands of people who 
work or buy horses for the slaughter industry. 
   
Teamwork is essential for this plan to work in an efficient and 
timely manner.   
 
I sincerely hope Ft Polk administrators will decide in favor of the 
most humane process for removing the horses. 
 

 
The COA that was identified as 
in the Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact 
contemplates that the intent is 
to capture the horses in small 
lots and hold them in a pen 
until a 501c(3) animal welfare 
organization picks them up.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the selected alternative, the 
horses are captured in small 
groups in a cyclical process.  
 
 
Entities other than animal 
welfare organizations will only 
be permitted to acquire the 
horses if those organizations 
fail to take the horses. 

 

ID: 178 Name:  Kathy Grim Method: Email 
Comment Response 

Please protect the Fort Polk horses of Kisatchie.  They should have 
the privilege and honor to be treated like revered veterans.  Our 
horses are looked upon as companion animals by most American 
citizens, and these horses have a special significance.    

Thank you for your comment. 
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ID: 179 Name:  Angela Paradis Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I was very disappointed to hear about the decision to remove the 
self sustaining wild horse herds from Fort Polk and urge you to 
reconsider.  At the very least I would hope that any horses removed 
would be rehomed with the supervision and assistance of an animal 
rescue operation familiar with safely adopting out horses so that 
none of them end up being shipped to slaughter in Mexico. 
 
Horses have served America faithfully for decades and ask for 
nothing in return but to be left alone to peacefully live out their 
lives.  It seems that would be the least we could do to honor their 
service to our country. 

Animal welfare groups will 
have the first opportunity to 
acquire the horses and can 
ensure the treatment of the 
horses thereafter.  You may 
also be placed on the list to 
receive horses. 

 
ID: 180 Name:  Sylvia A. Coburn Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

I urge you to protect these horses as their descendants are war 
horses who have served  
 
our country and are deserving of our protection and respect.      
 
These horses are part of our heritage. 
 
 
There are many humane ways to address this issue, vs. removal and 
into the slaughter pipeline.   
 
I demand that these horses be protected and managed humanely. 

See common response # 3.  
 
Research of Army 
documentation does not reflect 
that any of the horses are 
descended from horses that 
were used as cavalry horses by 
the Army.  See EA §3.1. 
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ID: 181 Name:  Linda Ashe Method:  Letter 
Comment Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See §2.3 of the EA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fort Polk concurs that the first 
phase should be through a 
501c(3) administered adoption 
process.  While euthanization 
was analyzed in the EA, the 
COA that was identified as in 
the Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact does not 
contemplate the euthanization 
of healthy horses.  The 
additional steps in the COA are 
necessary to ensure that the 
horses are eliminated from 
Fort Polk and thereby 
accomplishing the stated need 
for this action. 
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ID: 182 Name:  Jon W. Grafton Method:  Email 
Comment Response 

England Airpark and Alexandria International Airport are key 
participants in the vital operations of training at Ft. Polk.  We fully 
support and endorse the Joint Readiness Training Center (JRTC) and 
Fort Polk’s proposal to eliminate trespass horses to reduce safety 
risks, training impacts, and threats to the horses on Fort Polk.  Fort 
Polk Progress encourages the Army to execute its preferred Course 
of Action in way that does not disrupt training rotations at the JRTC.     

Thank you for your comment 
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	Appendix G - Public Comments
	Here is a link to an article that can sum up what Horse Advocates are concerned about happening to the horses at Ft. Polk, largely due to the actions of the DOI/BLM, which began under Director Ken Salazar & continues today.  The article is titled, “Inspector General Report Confirms Mass Slaughter of Wild Horses During Reign of Then-Interior Secretary Ken Salazar”. 
	http://blog.humanesociety.org/wayne/2015/10/wild-horse-slaughter-salazar-blm-link.html
	Summary: There are many other examples & evidence of the problems the BLM created for Horses & advocates & can be found on the following webpages. These sites also have info on the many issues facing the American Horses & Burros, both Domestic & Wild.  These people are very happy to talk with callers, especially if someone like you calls to get information for the best handling of the Horses at Ft. Polk.  They could help form committees, working groups, networking, & advisory boards for the efforts at Ft. Polk to humanely handle the horses there, as well as making referrals to other groups who can help with the rescue & adoption efforts.  
	Each site has a list of resources & can also direct your team to the right Veterinarians to give proper care to the horses, including Humane Euthanasia if needed – it would be a good idea to have reputable people involved in case Euthanasia becomes necessary (although this will probably be rare), & can prevent any potential abuse allegations while the horse program is developing & implemented. They can also help prevent the horses from going to Killbuyers (KB’s) who may somehow attain 501c3 status, fraudulent or otherwise. Phone numbers are included where available. 
	These people & their organizations have many, many years of service to this cause & are VERY knowledgeable on the subject.  They also have contacts with & data from reputable researchers & scientists on the subject & can put you & your team in touch with the proper people who will provided information free of interference from the DOI/BLM &/or other similar groups seeking to eradicate our National Icons like the American Horse. 
	Recommendations:
	*Form Committees & Advisory Groups from the list included here to assist with the ongoing efforts at Ft. Polk to     Humanely Handle the Horses while Preserving their Safety, Welfare & Historical significance
	*Develop  Military Horse History Museum – Including Display on Sgt. Reckless
	*Make Documentary on the Work done at Ft. Polk on behalf of the Horses & their History in the Military
	*Become a Forerunner on Humane & Factual Scientific Research on Domestic & Wild Horse Care
	Information on Sgt. Reckless & Current & Historical SIgnificance of Military Horses
	*SGT  RECKLESS Website:   http://www.sgtreckless.com/Reckless/About_Reckless.html
	*Sergeant Reckless on Wikipedia:   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sergeant_Reckless
	*Sgt. Reckless: Combat Veteran:  https://www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck/sgt-reckless-combat-veteran
	*War Horse: A History of the Military Horse & Rider (Journal of Military History): https://muse.jhu.edu/article/262502
	*Society of the Military Horse: http://www.militaryhorse.org/
	*Inside the horseback training for US Special Forces: http://www.cbsnews.com/news/inside-the-horseback-training-for-u-s-special-forces/
	*Military Mounts at Ft. Bragg: http://www.horsechannel.com/horse-exclusives/fort-bragg-military-horses.aspx
	*Training: War Horse – National Army Museum: http://www.nam.ac.uk/microsites/war-horse/explore/training-sport/training/
	Potential Funding Resources:
	*Politicians: These groups can also connect you with the many politicians who are horse advocates, which may help with government funding necessary to complete this task humanely. 
	*Private:  People with a history of assisting with these issues: Madeleine Pickens http://savingamericasmustangs.org/
	  Victoria McCullough-International Equestrian & Owner of Chesapeake Petroleum & Supply Co. <redacted> at: http://www.bloomberg.com/profiles/people/18076774-victoria-mccullough
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