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28th Annual Retiree Appreciation Day 
Fort Polk to honor retirees with a day full of activities 

  
Fort Polk, La. --- Hundreds of military retirees and their families are expected to 
visit Fort Polk for the 28th Annual Retiree Appreciation Day on October 25, 2003. 
 
The event is open to the 47,000 retirees of all armed services, their families and 
survivors who live in Louisiana and southeast Texas. 
 
Each year between 1,000 to1,700 people attend the Retiree Appreciation Day 
activities. 
 
“Our goal for the day is to strengthen the ties between the Fort Polk active-duty 
military community and the retired military community.,” said Arlon Miller, Fort 
Polk Retirement Services Officer.  “We’ll do this through scheduled activities, 
informational briefings and support services throughout the day,” Miller said. 
 
The event will begin with a reception at the Bayou Theater from 8 to 9 a.m.  
Afterward, guests will be welcomed and council members of the Fort Polk Retiree 
Council will be recognized. 
 
Brig. Gen. Jason K. Kamiya, Commander of the Joint Readiness Training Center 
and Fort Polk, will give the opening address to the retirees and guests. Mr. Phillip 
A. Dyer, Military Officer Association of America (MOAA), Deputy Director of 
Financial Planning (Benefits Information Department), will give the keynote 
address.  Colonel (retired) Joey Strickland, Executive Director, Louisiana 
Department of Veterans Affairs will speak on veteran’s benefits, services, and   
development of the new cemetery located at Fort Polk. 

 
-more- 



28th Annual Retiree Appreciation Day--2-2-2 
 
Also on the agenda is a health-care update by Colonel Steven W. Swann of 
Bayne-Jones Army Community Hospital at Fort Polk.  
 
A variety of information and services will be available at a “County Fair” in the 
Consolidated In and Out Processing Center, building 1830, throughout the day. 
 
At this location, visitors can get the latest details on their rights and benefits from 
representatives of various agencies, including: 
 
- Social Security Administration 
- Veterans Affairs Office 
- Veterans Medical Center 
- Disabled American Veterans 
- Louisiana Employment Office 
- Association of the United States Army 
- Military Officers of America Association 
- Other local, state and federal agencies 
 
Retirees and family members can also take care of many of their personal and 
business affairs at the “County Fair.” 
 
The Staff Judge Advocate’s Office will prepare wills, powers of attorney and 
provide legal assistance. Those eligible people can pick up new ID cards and 
make changes to their Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System  
(DEERS). 
 
Many medical services will be provided at the “County Fair.”  Among them are 
glaucoma examinations, hearing loss checks, health-risk appraisals, and 
influenza vaccinations (if available) will be provided. Benefits information and 
counseling pertaining to TRICARE health benefits and TRICARE Retiree Dental 
Plan will also be available.    
 
BJACH’s pharmacy will be open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. to serve those who need 
prescriptions filled. 
 
Shuttle buses will transport guests to the 2d Armored Cavalry Dining facility, 
where they are invited to join Fort Polk soldiers for lunch.  The cost will be 
approximately $3.25 per person. 
 

-more- 
 
 
 
 



28th Annual Retiree Appreciation Day--3-3-3 
 
At the Static Display in the parking lot of building 1830, various pieces of service 
equipment can be seen.  
 
There will also be a HMMWV Field Ambulance, HMMWV Towed, Mobile Kitchen 
Trailer, Bradley Troop Carrier, Abrams Tank, assortment of small arms and 
equipment open for viewing.  

 
A retiree appreciation golf tournament will be held at Fort Polk’s Warrior Hills Golf 
Course on October 24; Tee-off is at 11 a.m.; Entry fee is $30.00.  No pre-
registration is required but players should report to the pro shop in time for team 
assignment. 
 
In addition, the Fort Polk Post Exchange and Commissary will offer special sales 
for retirees October 25.   
 
The increased security on the installation allow a retiree and spouse DOD 
identification card holder to bring three non-card holder guests each on post 
during the Retiree Appreciation Day activities.  All adult guests must present a 
picture identification card or driver license.   
 
For more information about the Retiree Appreciation Day, call Arlon Miller at 531-
0363/0402.  
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