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Operations Group Commander Selected for Brigadier General 
 
FORT POLK, LA - Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld announced Thursday that 

President George W. Bush nominated 37 Army Competitive Category Colonels for 

promotion to Brigadier General. Among those nominated was COL J. Michael Bednarek, 

commander of the Joint Readiness Training Center Operations Group. 

“This is tremendous news for the Army and for a great Army family.  Mick Bednarek is a 

muddy-boots leader, known throughout the Army as one of our finest trainers and 

leaders," said Brig. Gen. Michael Barbero, Commanding General of the Joint Readiness 

Training Center and Fort Polk.  “There is no soldier more deserving of this than Mick 

Bednarek.  All of JRTC and Fort Polk joins me in congratulating the Bednareks on this 

well-deserved recognition" 

Bednarek assumed command of Ops Group November 25th, 2003. He was 

commissioned in 1975 as a distinguished military graduate from Old Dominion 

University.  His initial assignment was to 3rd Battalion, 47th Infantry, Fort Lewis, 

Washington, where he served as a rifle and reconnaissance platoon leader.  He was 

then assigned to 2d Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, serving as a rifle platoon leader 

and company executive officer (XO).  In 1979, he commanded Company C, 2d Battalion, 

2d Infantry, Fort Lewis. 

Upon completion of the Infantry Advanced Course in 1981, Bednarek was assigned as 

the Infantry Branch Representative for the Army Military Personnel Center to Fort 

Benning, Georgia.   
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He served as the Branch Representative until 1983 when he was reassigned to 1st 

Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment at Hunter Army Airfield, Savannah, Georgia.  He 

served as Battalion (Bn) Personnel (S1), Company Commander (Cdr), and Battalion 

Operations (S3), 1st Ranger Battalion through 1987.  

Upon completion of the Command and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, 

Kansas in June 1988, Bednarek was reassigned to Vicenza, Italy for duty with the 3rd 

Battalion, 325th Airborne Combat Team.  He served as the Bn S3 Deputy Cdr until 

January 1991.  In February 1991, he was reassigned to the 75th Ranger Regiment as 

the Regimental S3 and served in that position until November 1st, 1992.  In June 1993, 

he was reassigned to Fort Lewis as the Deputy Commander, 9th Infantry Regiment 

(MANCHU).   He assumed command of 3rd Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment in 

December 1993.  During this period, 3/9 Infantry was redesignated as the 1st Battalion, 

24th Infantry Regiment (DEUCE FOUR).  In January 1996, he worked in G3 Training 

and Evaluations, I Corps, Ft Lewis, before assuming command of 2nd Battalion, 75th 

Ranger Regiment from June 1996 until June 1998.  He commanded the 4th Training 

Brigade, Ft Jackson, South Carolina from Aug 99 through July 2001. In July 2001, he 

was assigned as the Chief, Joint Training Group, Joint Warfighting Center, United States 

Joint Forces Command. 

His military education includes the Infantry Officer Basic and Advanced Courses, 

Underwater Operations (SCUBA) Course, Military Free Fall Course, the Command and 

General Staff College, and the US Army War College in Carlisle, PA.  Bednarek holds a 

Bachelor of Science Degree in Biology and a Masters Degree in Personnel 

Management. 

Bednarek’s awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit with 1 Oak Leaf Cluster 

(OLC), Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal with 5 OLC's , 

Army Commendation Medal with 2 OLC's, the Valorous Unit Award, and the Joint 

Meritorious Unit Award.  He has also earned the Expert Infantryman’s Badge, Master 

Parachutists Badge, the Pathfinder Badge and the Ranger Tab. 
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